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BE  IT  REMEMT^ERED,  That  on  the  twenty-t^Jrd  day  of  Febra- 
ary,  in  the  fortieth   year  of  the  .'ndependence  of  the  United 
Ju»  S.    S  ■  tes  of  America,  J  h.n  Low   of 'he  said  district,  h  t'.  depos- 
ited i;)  this  oRi^e  the  title  of  a   B  ok,   tlie    right   whereof  he 
claims  as  Proprietor,  n  the  wOids  folio  .ing.    o  »  it: 

*•  An  Impartial  and  Con  ct  Kistory  of  the  ^Var  betT«een  the  United 
Statt-8  f  x\meriea,  and  Great  Britain  ,  ompMsihg  a  pa  ticular  dftail  of 
the  X^val  and  Military  opeiaiions,  and  a  fait  f' I  record  of  the  events 
produce  I  during  th-  co-test  From  its  C  mnirncement,  June  !3,  1  .12, 
to  tlie  Treaty  of  ''ace,  ratified  at  the  City  of  Washington,  i  e'^iuary  17, 
18"i.  Tinrd edition,  reviied  and  toire.  t -d.  Carefully  lompilel  ifroia 
official  documents.'* 

I  1  oi'ionnity  to  the  ai*t  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled, 
*'An  act  for  the  enrou/ctgement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of 
Ma  s,  Cli.."ts,  nnil  Books  'o  'he  ^i;th.>is  and  proprietors  of  ^uch  eopies 
during  the  time  t':erein  'jne  ti^^ned  And  also  to  n  act  entitled ''An 
act  u  I  'nenl^ry  .o  in  act,  eniitlfd  ari  Act  fo'  'he  enc  uragement  of 
le;  rni  g,  by  seen' in^  the  copies  o.  M  ps,  C^harts,  <nd  Book-,  to  the 
a>Mh  r  '■iu\  p  op'if<ors'>l  such  C(ip,e>  dunngthe  times  thereiii  mention- 
ed, nd  xt'-n  ing  the  Ken-.;  t>  thereof  to  the  aits  oi  designing,  engraving 
tiadetchiiig  historcal  and  otiier  prints." 
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PREFACE. 


NO  era,  in  tlic  moriil  world,  has  excited  the 
public*  euiiosity,  or  effected  the  general  interest 
of  mankind,  more  than  the  discovery  of  a  west- 
ern continent,  in  the  year  1+9^2.  Attracted  as  the 
public  mind  was  Uy  that  event,  yet  its  re&jjlting 
importance  was  not  then  fully  anticipaj^by  the 
most  extravagant  hopes,  or  the  mo^^iite  prog- 
nostics. I'o  convert  the  natumkS^ehcs  of  the 
new  world  to  the  advantae^^^he  old,  was  the 
only  object  which  the  kings  of  Europe  wished  to 
accomplish,  or  intended  to  essay.  Neither  king 
noi  subject  expected  that  the  western  world 
would  become  the  seat  of  empires,  independent 
of  European  rulers  ;  much  less  did  they  expect, 
that  the  future  monarchs  of  the  east  would  meet 
in  the  new  world,  rivals  capable  of  opposing  and 
defeating  attempts  at  continuing  in  political  sub- 
jection, the  descendants  of  emigrants,  led  to 
the  new  continent  by  cupidity,  driven  to  it  by 
persecution,  or  banished  as  an  expiation  of  their 
criaies. 

It  was  not  until  long  after  the  first  settlement 
of  America  by  Europeans,  that  it  was  saga.ious- 
ly  observed,  that  «  the  new  world  seemed  deslin- 
cd  to  give  laws  to  the  old."  The  observation 
drew  forth  but  the  derision  or  contempt  of  the 
hearers  and  readers.  A  prophecy  so  improbable, 
and  which  couiduot,  it  was  supp^scd^bc  accom- 
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plJshed,  if  at  all,  in>  a  hundred  eenturies,  was 
deemed  (oopeiirile  to  be  credited,  and  too  distant 
to  be  dreaded. 

The  Revolutionary  war  sjave  the  first  substan- 
tial proof  that  materials  for  all  the  purposes  of 
self  government  existed  in  America.  In  propor- 
tion a&the  genius  and  resources  of  the  inhabitants 
were  developed,  iii  the  same  degree  did  (hey  find 
advocates  in  different  parts  of  the  w  orld,  who 
either  saw  with  pleasure  the  successful  prospect 
which  openN  itself  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  (late  B^jidsh  colonies,)  secretly  encour- 
agod  and  relievedrj^ni)  or  openly  supported  and 
assist.'d  them.  The  happy  termination  of  this 
contest,  led  to  the  belief,  that  the  theories  of  po- 
litical prophets  were  not  only  probable,  but  their 
consummation  less  distant  than  had  been  hither«- 
to  supposed. 

The  I  nifed  States,  having  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  lieconie  a  nation  by  the  consent  of 
all  other  nations,  had  as  if  to  begin  the  world, 
without  any  other  capital  than  the  virtue  of  the 
citizeas,  and  without  security  against  foreign 
aggression,  except  what  could  be  drawn  from 
their  own  courage  and  patriotism. 

As  yet  their  population  was  little  more  than 
three  millions  of  inhabitants  ;  the  want  of  a  well 
€onsoliilated  confederation,  rendered  the  govern- 
ment weak  ;  and  the  many  incidents  anddiffn  ul- 
ties  attending  the  attempt  to  reconcile  various 
interests  with  a  general  principle,  increased  this 
difiiy^l ty .    The  speculatioiis  as  to  the  futnre  des- 
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tinics  of  the  people  were  viirious.  England  had 
coiK'ludid  peace  pro  fornm,  but  she  eontinued 
hostile  in  fart.  Great  Britain  was  but  a  small 
island,  yet  her  sovereign  was  a  king  over  exten- 
sive regions,  und  many  islands  in  various  pans  of 
the  globe:  the  example  of  several  of  her  colonies 
rejecting  her  authority,  and  uniting  in  support 
of  each  other,  was  dangerous  to  the  parent  c  oun- 
try  ;  it  was  found  impossibic  to  subdue  them  by 
force,  it  was  determined  to  do  so  by  intrigue, 
corruption,  and  robbery. 

T\ie  colonies  remedied  one  great  inoonvenieneo 
by  forming  a  general  constitution  in  1789,  which 
stands  an  uni-ivalled  instance  of  patriotism,  wis- 
doni,  and  justice;  a  rapid  g?"owth  (ff  population, 
and  extension  of  commerce,  acultivation  ofliter- 
ature,  arts  and  sciences,  were  fast  advancing  to  a 
point  that  would  outrival  England  in  every  respect. 
As  this  state  of  things  advanced  in  Ameui-a, 
Eng-and  proceeded  to  meastires  of  increased  vi- 
olence and  injustice.  Seeking  tor  pi'etexts,  in 
principles  novel,  unknown  to  other  natio'rs,  and 
even  contravening  her  own  f^stab  :shed  p-aftice, 
she  left  to  Amer'uathe  aherniiiive  of  submission 
to  her  will,  or  resistance  by  war;  the  latter  was 
resorted  to. 

The  history  of  the  Revolutionary  war  is  al- 
readv  before  the  public.  It  is  a  valuable  record 
of  what  men  deter miiied  to  be  free.  ca;»  do.  This 
Var  brought  into  a  phalanx  that  mass  'rf  mili- 
tary patriotism,  whih  under  the  imniOJ  ti?l  'Aau- 
Hh^j  coiuuieuced  its  career  of  glory  at  liunker* 
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hil]  ;  a!id  terminated  it,  under  the  immortal 
\v  ASHiNGTON,  at  York-towH. 

The  tiisk,  now  undertaken,  must  be  interest- 
ing to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  A  re- 
cord of  the  second  struggle  against  tlie  same  en- 
en  y^  wiio  during  seven  ,>ears  of  revolutionary 
contest,  carried  £re  and  sword,  th^  bavonet,  the 
lialter,  and  the  tomahawk,  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States,  will  surely  be  an  t^eci'^itable  treat. 

The  military  talents  which  sprang  as  if  into  a 
miraculous  existence  during  the  hde  war:  the 
patriotic  cc  urage  wliicfi  disphiyed  itself  on  fevery 
occasion  ;  their  successful  triumphs  in  almost 
every  battle,  are  proud  proofs,  that  where  genius 
i?  free  to  act,  and  that  iniiueneed  by  sld  amor 
imnim,  no  dangers  are  too  diffi.'  ult  to  overcome, 
nd  difficulties  too  great  to  be  subdued. 

The  apparent  military  and  naval  power  of 
England  was,  to  that  of  America,  at  the  com- 
Dfenceujent  of  the  laie  war.  as  that  otthe  lion  to 
the  lamb  :  but  the  incensed  eag]e  stretched  for- 
"^ard  his  beak,  and,  with  it  tore  the  lit urel  from 
the  Briton's  brow  ;  and,  flying  over  the  waters, 
he  wrested  wiUi  his  talo  is,  the  trident  from  the 
*«  mistress  of  the  deep." 

}\  giving  (h  tails  cf  these  events,  these  imper- 
ishable njonuEJ  ents  of  American  glory,  a  strict 
regard  has  bet  n  had  to  truth,  uniniluenced  by 
any  unworthy  cou'-ideration.  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  small  volume  will  be  found  to  contain  as  co- 
pious a  view  of  history  as  could  reasonably  be 
«xpected^  within  so  circumscribed  a  compa^v 
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AMERICA  seems  to  have  been  destined,  by 
Piovidence,  as  the  soil  which  should  give  birth, 
sti'ength,  and  maturity  to  rational  lil)eriy :  in 
this  resjx'ct,  its  discovery  must  be  considered  of 
prime  benelit  to  mankind.  Columbus,  a  lover  of 
justice,  would  have  iixed  the  residence  of  lib- 
erty in  South  America,  but  this  extraordinary 
adventurer  became  the  object  of  persecutinj*  en- 
Y\,  he  was  sacrific-'d  at  the  shrine  of  ambition 
and  tyran/>y  ;  and,  the  southern  peninsula,  the 
only  part  of  the  western  continent  which  Co- 
lumbus had  visited,  was  jjjiven  up  to  cupidity, 
plunder,  and  the  most  lion iiic  ill-treatment  and 
massacre  of  its  hospitable  inhabitants.  Hie 
iictitious  rirhes,  the  gold,  which  it  produced, 
invited  an  early  and  continued  migration  from 
the  o]d  to  the  new  continent,  insomuvh,  that  the 
latter  has  alread;V  lost,  in  a  great  degree,  its 
original  uncultivated  aspect;  and,  were  the  ge- 
nius of  its  new  inhabitants  not  restrained  by  the 
policy  of  its  ru'ers,  would,  ere  now,  have  advanc- 
ed far  towards  all  perPection,  to  which  n  an 
can  aspire.  For  more  than  300  years,  has  South 
America  bowed  to  the  will  of  despots,  and  man 
lii»s  presented  but  the  disgusting  contrast  of  ty- 
rant's ard  slaves.  A  patriotic  flame*  has  late'^ 
diffi'std  a  gleam  of  Hght  through  the  darkened 
mtiiiosphere  »hicli  overspreivd  the  poiiticai  r€» 
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gion  of  the  soii^h  ;  man  begins,  there  to  assume 
the  character  for  which  God  and  nature  had 
destioed  him;  and  philanthropy  may  hope,  that 
the  present  generation  will  not  pass  away,  until 
liberty  will  smile  ©ver  every  part  of  America, 
and  aiJ  its  iiihabi»ajts  be  happy. 

VUe  inordinate  ajnbition  of  hereditary  gov- 
ernments, an<i  their  just  jeaiousness  of  each  oth- 
er, have  given  an  unl)ounded  sprmg  to  the  desire 
of  extended  dominion  and  foreign  conquests, — 
This  spirit,  however  injurious,  has,  in  some  re- 
spects, contributed  towards  the  increased  know- 
ledge of  geography,  the  diffusion  of  general  in- 
formation, and  the  facilitating  of  a  social  intet^- 
C'.nirse  between  the  inhabitants  of  distant  re- 
gions. 

Kngland,  famed  for  the  adventurous  spirit  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  unequalled  a»nbition  of 
its  sovereigns,  could  not  remain  an  indifferent 
spectator  of  an  i^^uropean  rival  taking  posses- 
sion of  a  new  world.  Expeditions  were  soon 
formed  for  the  more  perfect  discovery  of  the 
n<^w  continent.  ,Jo!in  Cabot,  having  obtained 
a  commission  from  llenrv  the  7th  of  England, 
to  tii)?  over  unknown  lar»ds,  and  annex  them  to 
tijc  ciown,  discovered  I  he  eastern  coast  of  North 
America  ;  Sir  Francis  Drake,  subsequently, 
sailed  along  it  ;  and  England,  by  right  of  prior 
discovery,  claimed  its  sovereignty.  Gold  iDJnes 
are  generally  confined  to  tropiccil  climates  ;  th© 
soil  of  North  America,  cojitignous  to  the  sea, 
SJ^pearrd  to  be  light,  s.tndv,  or  iiniii  for  profita- 
b  f^  cultivation ;  the  climate  was  variable  and 
unhealthy;  the  aborigines  were  more  savage 
am!  inbos;)?tHb!e  than  those  of  the  south-  X© 
ad  quate  iiidMcerjent  presented  IJ  self  to  new  set- 
tlei's  5  aud^  hud  tUe  iahabit<mts  of  En^l^ud  no 
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necessity  for  qui  (ting  their  native  country,  they 
never  would  discover  a  wish  to  transfer  their 
residence  to  the  then  inhospitahle  cljmate  of 
Korth  America.  A  stimulus  was  not  long 
^vantiug. 

The  granting  of  immense  tracts  of  uncultiva- 
ted wilds  to  individuals  or  companies,  was  not 
likely  to  induce  any  rapid  settlement.  Individ- 
uals might,  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the 
Talue  of  their  personal  fortunes,  influence 
emigrants  to  settle  on  their  new  estates  ;  and 
these  settlers,  having  changed  their  residence, 
might  he  compelled  to  ahide  by  a  choice  from 
which  it  would  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  re- 
cede. But  their  reports  and  their  fate  would 
reach  their  friends  ;  emigration  would  cease  or 
be  too  slow  for  any  efficient  purpose  :  decrease 
of  population,  by  insalubrity  ot  climate,  and  the 
inroads  of  Indians,  would  be  little,  if  at  all,  over- 
balanced by  births,  and  the  accession  of  trans^ 
ported  felons. 

Man,  in  all  stages,  is  a  lover  of  liberty,  rea- 
son dictates  that  he  has  rights  ;  but  this  reason 
obscured  by  artificial  ignorance  and  enervated 
by  habitual  bondage,  becomes  incapable  of  ac- 
tion, and  insensible  to  the  true  extent  of  his  mise- 
ry. 1'he  slave  feels  pain,  without  knowing 
"whence  it  originates,  or  how  it  should  be  reme- 
died. This  observation  is  strictly  applicable 
only  to  corporeal  slavery.  'J'he  slavery,  exer- 
cised over  tlie  conscience,  is  that,  in  su])port  of 
which  no  sophistiy  can  prevail ;  and,  (o  which, 
no  term,  no  lengtli  of  eidurance,  can  reconcile 
the  suffi*rer.  ^o  prescripjion  can  justify  the 
pra-tiee  of  enslavement  in  any  case;  aid  no 
slave,  however  abject  will  admit  it  in  (s^es  af- 
fecting his  conscience.     Qod  has   kbtillcd,  iutft 
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tlie  lieart  of  man.  certain  religions  duties;  and, 
whenever  the  fulfilment  of  these  is  forbidden  by 
human  edicts,  the  injured  person  fears  not  to 
revolt  or  seek  an  as;ylum  against  persecution, 
AVith  God  on  his  side,  he  fears  no  other  power, 
and  can  be  happ^'  in  a  wilderness  or  in  a  cave. 

It  is  not  now  necessary  to  enter  into  a  detailed 
view  of  the  persecutions  against  Christians  in 
Europe.  Who  that  has  not  heard  of  them  ?  It 
is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  no  difficulties,  real 
or  imaginary,  could  deter  the  perscv^uted  Chris- 
tians from  seeking  an  asylum,  where,  free  from 
interruption,  they  might  adore  their  God,  as 
conscience  dictated.  Amei'ica  offered  that  asy- 
lum ;  and  to  this  circumstance  it  is  due,  that 
the  wilderness  is  so  fast  giving  way  to  cultiva- 
tion, tlie  internal  resources  of  the  country  hav© 
been  explored  i?nd  rendered  operative,  the  seem- 
ing insuruiountable  objects  of  the  new  coun- 
try have  disappeared,  and  a  state  of  comfort 
equal  to  that  of  any  part  of  Europe  has  been 
produced. 

Tl;is  comfort  was  wickedly  marred  by  the 
British  government,  while  it  ruled  the  North 
American  colo'sies.  A  *ieslre  to  proceed  to  tiie 
chief  object  of  this  work.  a!»d  its  limits  preclud- 
ing any  particular  rrcital  of  these  evils,  leaves 
only  room  to  remark,  that  they  were  such  as  to 
create  much  unhappiness  in  the  colonies,  to  pro- 
duce complaints,  remonstrances,  and  petitions 
to  the  mother  country;  and  finally,  were  car- 
ried to  such  excess,  as  to  be  no  longer  suHer- 
able. 

On  the  ever  to  be  remembered  4t]i  July,  1776, 
the  neojde  of  these  colonies,  by  their  represen- 
tatives in  co-gresg  as'^ensbled,  iKvlfsg  published 
a  moderate,  bui  firm,  a  grievous,  but  true  states 
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iwentof  iliemiilfiplicd  injuries,  inflicted  on  them, 
hy  the  British  kinj;  and  govef'n;ueni,  dechi»^d 
that  rhe  united  colonies  ^*  itr«^  and  of  right 
ouQ;ljt  to  be,  fiee and  indi*pendent statos /'  'I'hese 
UnKed  colonies  consisted  oC  the  states  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massa  huseits,  Hhode  ishiod,  (Jcni- 
neelicut,  New-York.  New-Jern^'v.  Pen:»sylvar.ia, 
Delaware.  Mainland,  Air^rima.  Xortli  carol!  :a, 
South-C'a  o!ina.  a»id  tleorjiia :  leaving  I- tiariarid 
in  possession  ot'the  provirivcs  ot'l'pper  and  Lower 
Canada.  New  Bi  unswic  k,  and   Nova-8<  oiia. 

The  contest,  wlii.  h  succeeded,  was  looked  on 
by  the  world,  witli  afstonislunent  :  its  noveity 
and  its  importance  excited  gjeneval  interest.  \ 
few  pco^)le,  without,  aii  army,  v\ithout  arms, 
without  discipline,  or  muuKions  of  w^ir,  without 
money,  without  allies,  opposinj*  their  unorj^an- 
ized  force  aj^ainst  a  natini  rich  and  powerful, 
with  numerous  ships,  armies,  an^;  navies,  hav- 
in.^  discipline,  money,  credit,  and  all  the  means 
of  warfare,  and  being  in  |^)ssPssion  of  the  colo- 
nies, the  inhabitants  of  which  declared  them- 
selves absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  was  a  crisis  of  uncommon  mo- 
ment. The  contest  was  lon^  and  severe  ;  a  blood- 
thirsty vengeance  on  one  side,  led  the  British  to 
the  most  shameful  excesses ;  a  determinatior*  to 
live  free  or  die,  guided  the  people  of  America, 
under  the  direction  of  the  great  Washington, 
and  the  other  sa;:;<*s  af;?d  patriots  in  the  field 
and  the  cabinet,  to  ii  completion  of  all  they 
wanted,  a'.l  they  wished.  Tyranny  looked  down, 
liberty  rejoiced,  on  the  completion  of  the  happy 
triumph. 

The  wound  inflicted  on  the  pride  and  interest 
of  England,  by  this  disruption  of  her  empire, 
ysL%  truly  great;  but  btili  greater  tliao  was  then 
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contemplated.  Under  the  dominion  of  England, 
the  increase  of  population  would  be  slow,  the 
increase  of  commerce  ami  raanufaetuies  still 
slower:  the  countrv  would  be  a  warehouse  for 
British  nranufactures,  the  inhabitants,  a  nursery 
for  British  armies  and  navies,  it  was  neees^ary 
that  a  neople  should  be  fVee  ;  that  genius  should 
be  unchecked,  i'Mlustr.^'  unresl rained,  in  o-der 
to  prove,  how  far  free  men  were  superior  to 
whatever  theory  could  conceive  of  them.  'I'lie 
e\piMiin*^nt  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the 
"United  States. 

'i'be  countrv  of  a  monarch  would  not  in  a  cen- 
tury recover  from  irjjury  such  as  had  been  suf- 
fered by  the  United  rotates.  But  the  pc(»ple  of 
America  lelt  all  their  toils  and  losses  compen- 
sated by  the  acquisition  of  freedom;  they  stood 
erect,  and,  as  if  Jby  magic,  appeared  in  all  the 
inig3)t  of  a  nation.  In  less  tl»an  thirty  years, 
their  country  shook  off  the  apj>earance  of  a  howl- 
ing wilderness,  their  p«pulatioB  increased  three- 
fold, their  manulUctures  incr^-ased  so  as  to  sup- 
ply nearlv  all  their  wants,  and  every  sea  wit- 
nessed their  inrnienselj  increased  external  irade; 
in  short,  the>   became  the  rivals  of  England. 

A  long  course  of  war'^,  and  the  revolutionary 
^var  of  Amenca,  more  thin  •«  ny  other,  increased 
the  national  debt  of  Great  Britain  to  a  great  and 
burthensome  amount.  I'o  meet  this  exigency, 
as  well  as  to  gratify  the  national  wish,  and  to 
provide  for  the  furOier  and  growing  charges  in 
support  of  foreign  colonies,  an  increased  trade 
\»as  necessary.  The  industry  of  Englishmen 
showed  itself  in  the  successful  and  unparalleled 
extension  of  her  manufactures,  and  the  policy 
of  her  rulers  aimed  at  an  undividf^d  foreign 
dommerce,  in  support  of  the  home  system. 


HISTORY   OF   THE    WAR,  15 

TThe  naval  successes  of  Brifaiiu  during  the 
Freneh  \vai\  had  nearly  avooiiiplished  her  vast 
design.  The  ships  of  Flolland,  Krance,  l^ortu- 
gal,  Spain,  and  Italy,  had  nearly  disajpeaivd 
from  the  ocean;  those  of  Russia,  and  the  othrr 
Kjival  powers  of  the  north  of  Kurope,  had  hcen 
.gained  over  to  the  British  interest,  or  des(r;>yed 
by  the  superiority  of  her  fleets.  The  United 
States,  aithou|»h  in  a  state  of  infancy  was  yet 
the  only  nation  that  had  virtue  or  courage  suffi- 
cient lo  move  in  a  just  course,  uni  iflueticed  hy 
intrigue,  and  unintimidated  by  me  lace.  To- 
wards this  nation,  BriMin  for  years  manifested 
the  most  ungenerous,  injurious  and  cowardly 
conduct ;  amounting,  in  its  eifects,  to  war,  while 
the  L'nitcd  States  pursuing  an  hcmorahle  and 
pacitie  course,  was  debarred  from  making  repri- 
sal, fhis  one  sided  war,  had  it  been  permitted 
to  continue,  would  have  sunk  the  States  in  the 
esteem  of  foreig'i  nations,  dried  up  the  sources  of 
their  growing  greatness,  reduced  them  to  a  state 
of  o  Hemptihie  imbecility,  and,  no*  improlmMy, 
to  a  merited  state  of  depe'idanie — tliey  might 
ngaia  becjme  colonies — 'British  colonics. 

Hitherto  the  Americans  looked  but  little  to 
home  manufa  tiires,  the  capita!  of  the  merchant 
was  employed  on  the  ocean,  and  the  people  of 
the  iMterior  fouiid  suffi'ient  cnijdoyinent  in  til- 
ling the  soil.  There  was  a  s:reat  and  proflta- 
lile  deniand  for  every  kind  of  pr^»du  ^e,  and  the 
ciJiz'^ns  vvcre  in  the  habit  r.f  r«'ceiving  manufac- 
tures of  aP  kinds  f  om  foreign  nations,  and  par- 
tivularly  from  Kng'and. 

Had  Ki^gland  bren  satisfied  to  contend  fop 
commerriil  superiority  hy  fair  means,  she 
would  'ong,  very  long,  eoatintie  to  sunidy  the 
United  States  with  almost  every  kiad  of  maiiu- 
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facture  ;  but  she  calculated  that  the  pacific  pol- 
icy of  the  States  would  contiuue,  aud  that  the 
political  disputes  among  her  own  citizens  would 
render  her  a  weak  enemy  even  in  war;  and  it 
is  even  probable,  that  the  resubjugation  of  the 
colonies  were  in  a  certain  expected  event  con- 
templated. That  event  w  as  to  be  the  overthrow 
of  France.  Had  the  United  Slates  unresisting- 
ly submitJed  until  the  restoration  of  the  Bour- 
bons, she  would  then  have  had  war  with  a  ven- 
geance. 

"The  history  of  the  present  king  of  Great 
Britain,  says  the  declaration  of  independence)  is 
a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and  unsurpations." 
This  would,  at  this  day  be  a  just  representation 
of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  ter- 
mination of  the  revolutionary,  to  the  eommcni^^e- 
ment  of  the  present  war.  Instead  of  dweljing 
more  minutely  on  it,  it  is  sufficient  to  say.  that 
it  was  so  continued,  so  multiplied  and  multifa- 
rious, that  the  United  States  had  no  altercative, 
but  submission  to  wrongs  by  which  they  would 
be  degraded  as  a  nation,  or  an  appeal  to  arms. 
The  latter  was  resorted  to. 

On  Monday,  the  1st  of  June,  a  confidential 
message  was  received,  in  both  chambers  of  Con- 
gress, from  the  President  of  the  Unitt^d  States, 
>vhich  was  read  with  closed  doors,  and  referred, 
in  each  house,  to  committees  to  report  thereon. 

The  British  aggressions,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent, in  a  particular  manner,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  CongiTss,  were, 

1.  Impressments  of  American  citizens  whilf  sail- 
ing on  the  highway  of  nations,  dragging  them  oa 
board  their  ships  of  war,  and  forcing  them  to  serve 
against  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and 
even  to  assist  in  aggressions  on  their  fellow  citizens 
when  met  ©n  the  high  seas. 
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2.  Violating  the  rights  and  peace  of  our  coasts 
and  hcirbourij,  harrassing  our  departing  connnerce, 
and  wantonly  spilling  American  blood  within  our 
territorial   jurisdiciion. 

3.  Under  pretended  blockades,  plumlering  our 
commerce  in  every  sea,  no  adequate  tbrce  being  ap- 
plied to  render  such  blockades  legal,  and  their  being 
enforced  from  the  date  of  the  notification,  by  which 
they  had  a  retro  pective  effect. 

4.  Illegal  blockades,  under  the  name  of  Orders  in 
Council. 

5.  The  employment  of  a  secret  agent,  within  the 
United  States,  with  a  view  to  subvert  our  govern- 
ment, and  dismember  the  Union. 

6.  Encouraging  the  savage  Indians  to  make  war 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  blockade,  under  the  name  cf  Ortlers  in 
Council,  was  the  only  charge  which  the  British 
minister  pretended  to  justify  ;  and  this  not  on 
any  law  of  nations,  but  as  an  act  of  necessary  re- 
taliation on  France,  for  equijlly  illegal  blockades, 
under  tlie  names  of  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees. 
It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  one  of  the  Bri- 
tish illegal  acts  was  dated  in  May,  1806,  and 
couid  not  be  a  retaliation,  because  it  was  ante- 
cedent to  the  French  decrees.  It  should  also 
be  observed,  that  the  British,  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  French  decrees,  declared  that  the 
blockade  of  May,  1806,  Avas  comprehended  in  the 
Orders  in  Coimeil,  dated  subsequent  to  the 
French  decrees  ;  thus  endeavouring  to  prove  that 
a  blockade,  actually  instituted  before  the  French 
decrees,  must  be  considered  as  properly  com- 
menced after  the  promulgation  of  the  French 
decrees. 

The  object  of  this  mancpuvre,  was  to  declare, 
that  should  the  French  decrees  be  repealed,  the 
repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  should 


16  HISTORY    OF   THE    WAE. 

follow,  ant]  thus  each  belb'gerent  proceed  to  se- 
ptal their  respective  edicts,  jmri  passu,  accord- 
ing; to  their  respective  dates,  until  all  the  offen- 
sive decrees  should  be  annulled. 

^Yhen,  howiver,  the  Frerich  decrees  had  beea 
5innTiJl<-d.  the  British,  under  the  most  equivoc  at- 
inu;,  fiinjsy,  and  (alse  pretexts,  continued  to  act 
on  their  Orders  in  Council ;  until  after  the  decla- 
ration of  war  by  America,  it  is  true  that  the 
Brilisii  £;overnment  could  not  be  acquainted  with 
the  dec!aj'ation  of  war  at  the  time  of*  the  repeal 
of  the  Ordei's  in  Council,  it  must,  however,  be 
conceded,  that  the^  were  acquainted  with  the 
American  embargo,  Mhith  was  generally  u?ufer- 
stood  to  be  preparatory  to  war;  nor  could  they 
doubt  that  war  would  be  d  elared,  ui  less  they 
b'iieved  that  America  had  tost  all  polilical  vir- 
tue. A  state  of  war  su<ierceded  all  use  which 
the  British  could  niakeof the  Orders  in  CousciL 
Their  repeal  was  marked  by  the  greatest  con- 
tempt for,  and  insult  to  the  United  Sdites. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  fiom  tl.e  comuiittee  of  foreign 
relations,  to  \\hom  the  l^resident's  nic^sage  was 
rererred,  !>y  the  house  of  Be;»resentatives,  made 
a  long  and  luminous  report  of  the  .Sd  June,  ISli, 
vhich  concluded  by  recommending  an  appeal 

TO  AUMS. 

The  report  was,  after  two  ineffectual  motions 
to  have  the  doors  opened,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tab^e. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  same  committee,  en 
leave  given,  presented  a  bill,  declariisg  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States,  and  their  territories.  This 
bill  was  warnily  opposed  and  dehated  for  two 
days;  when  the  question  beipg  taken,  shall  the 
said  bill  pass  ?  It  was  resolved  id  the  aflarma» 
tive. 
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The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  as  follows  : 
YEAS. 

J^''e IV 'Hampshire.  Dinsmoor,  Hall,  and  Harper. — S;-. 

Alassachiisetts.  Seaver,  Carr,  Green,  Richardson^ 
Turner,  and  Widgery. — 6. 

Rhode-Island,     rvone. 

Vermont,     Fisk,  Shaw,  and  Strong. — 3. 

Connecticut.     >Jone. 

^^eiu  York.     Pond,  Avery,  and  Sage. — 3. 

.Yenv-Jersey.     Condit,  and  Morgan. — 2. 

P€n7isylvaJiia.  Seybert,  Anderson,  Brown,  Ro- 
berts, Findley  Smilie,  Lyle,  Whilehill,  Bard,  Davis, 
Lefever,  Hyneman,  Piper,  Lacock,  Crawford,  and 
Smith.— 16. 

Delaiuare.     None. 

Maryla?id.  Kent,  Little,  M'Kim,  Ringgold,  Brown^ 
and   Vrcher. — 6. 

Virginia.  Nelson,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Newton, 
Taliaferro,  Dawson,  Basset,  Smith,  Hawes,  Roane^ 
M'Koy,  Pleasants,  Clopton,  and  Burwell. — 14. 

^'orth- Carolina.  Alston,  Blackledge,  Macon,  King, 
Cochran,  and  Pickens. — 6. 

South-Carolina.  Williams,  Cheves,  Lowndes,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Earle,  Winn,  and  Moore. — 8. 

Georgia.     Troup,  Bibb,  and  Hall. — 3. 

Kentucky.  Johnson,  Desha,  New,  M^Kee,  and 
Ormsby — 5. 

Tennessee,     Rhea,  Grundy,  and  Sevier. — 3. 

Ohio.     Morrow. —  1 . 

NAYS. 

J^env-Hamfishire.     Bartlett,  and  Sullivan.— 2. 

Afassachusetts.  Quincy,  Reed,  Taggart,  Ely,- 
Brigham,  White,  Tallman,  and  Wheaton. — 8. 

JRhode-Island.     Potter  and  Jackson. — 2. 

Ver?7iont.     Chittenden.— L 

Connecticut-  Sturges,  Davenport,  Mosely,  Champ.- 
ton,  Tallmadge,  Pitkin,  and  Law. — 7. 

J^^'cTJ-  York*    Bleecker,  Emot,  Cooke,  Fitch,  Gold^, 

Bo 
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Sammons,  Stow,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt,  Mitchili,  and 
Matcalf.— n. 

jYenv-Jersey.     Boyd,  Hufty,   Maxwell,  and  New- 
bold.— 4. 

Pennsylvania.     Milnor,  and  Rodman — 2. 

Delaware.     Ridgely. —  I. 

Maryland.     Key,  Goldsborough,  and  Stewart.— 3. 

Virginia.     Randolph,  Lewis,  Baker,  Breckenridge, 
and  Wilson — 5. 

J^orth' Carolina.  Pearson,  M'Bryde,  and  Stan- 
ford—3. 

South-Carolina.     None, 

Georgia.     None. 

Kentucky.     None. 

Tennessee.     None. 

Ohio,    JN"one. 

Yeas     79 
Nays    49 

Majority  ior  War  30 

On  the  5th  of  June,  a  coniidential  message 
was  leceived  h^  the  Senate,  Aoin  the  House  of 
Representatives,  bv  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Find- 
lev,  two  of  their  members — Mr.  Macon,  chair- 
man: 

"  Mr,  President — The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  '  An  act  declaring  Mar 
between  Great-Biitain  and  her  d*  pendencies  and  ihe 
United  States  and  their  territories  ;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  S-  nate  ;  and  request  that 
the  bill  be  considered  confidentially."  And  they 
withdrew. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
■w?:S  hefore  the  Senate,  fiom  dav  to  day,  until 
^he  I7th  June.  It  underwent  a  very  enlari^ed 
disc'tss^on,  met  with  mueh  and  violent  oppo- 
sitiou,  but  finally  passed  that  body  on  the  latter 
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day  ;  (here  appearing  ibr  its  passage,  19 ;  against 
it, 13. 

Tlio  act  was  passed  into  a  law  on  the  ISth,  in 
tbe  Ibllowing  words  :  ^ 

AN  ACT 
Declaring     War    beliueen    the    United    Kingdom    of 
Great  Britain  afid  Ireiand^    and   the  d( ficudencies 
thereof^  and  the    United   States    of  America^   and 
their  territories. 

BK  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re  fire » 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  oj  America^  in  CoU' 
gress  asseihbhdy  Thar  WAR  le,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  decl  red  to  exist  between  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  und  Ireland,  and  the  dependen- 
cies ther  of.  and  the  Unitec  States  of  America,  and 
their  territories  ;  and  that  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  use  toe 
whole  h\nd  and  naval  force  of  tlie  United  Slates,  to 
cany  the  same  into  effect,  and  to  issue  to  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  commissions  or 
letters  of  nriarque  and  general  reprisal,  i  such  form 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  against  the  vessels,  goocW,  and  rfftcis 
of  the  government  ot  the  same  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  thereof. 

June  18,    1812. 
APPROVED,  JAMES  MADISON. 

On  the  following  day  (u>th  June;  war  was 
declared,  Uy  j)ioel»nia!i<;n,  rise  i)  j)MH!iioii  of  jse- 
crecy  being  previously  removed  in  bolh  houst  s 
of  Congress. 

A  praee  of  nearly  30  y<  ars.  dur'ng  whieh  the 
Anjerieans  attended  hut  liKie  (o  ii:>pio\emen(g 
in  the  atls  of  war,  rei  d  red  t!  •  m  apparently  a 
ver>  unequal  match  for  a  nulioii  whose  arsuies 
and  navies  were  ujore  nnmerotis  tl.i^n  tht-y  had 
been  at  any  fonuer  period.     1  he  bcbl  friends  of 
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America  feared  much  for  the  fate  of  the  little 
American  navy.  It  was  also  supposed  that  our 
undisciplined  armies  must  experience  several 
defeats  from  the  well  trained  regulars  of  Eng- 
land;  but  those,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  re- 
volutionary war,  felt  no  doubt  as  to  what  would 
be  the  event  of  the  present.  The  wonderful 
exploits,  and  happy  issue,  that  remains  to  be  re- 
corded, will  show,  that  even  the  warmest  en- 
thusiasts did  not  probably  anticipate  renown  and 
glory,  such  as  was  in  store  for  Americans. 

The  public  prints,  on  both  sides,  were  warm 
in  their  denunciations  of  their  respective  oppo- 
nents, and  threats  of  what  would  and  could  be 
performed.  The  following  are  given  as  speci- 
mens. 

From  the  London  Courier, 

*<  America  knows  not  that  the  vigour  of  the  British 
empire  increases  with  the  necessity  of  exerting  it — 
that  our  elasticity  rises  with  the  pressure  upon  us — 
that  difficulties  only  make  us  more  firm  and  unnaunt- 
ed — that  dangers  only  give  us  the  additional  means  of 
overcoming  them.  It  is  in  such  a  state  of  affairs,  in 
such  a  great  crisis,  that  a  nation  like  Great  Britain 
becomes  greater.  We  are  now  the  only  bulwark  of 
liberty  in  the  world — placed,  a  little  spot,  a  speck  al- 
most on  the  ocean,  between  the  old  and  the  new 
world,  we  are  contending  with  both  ;  with  one  arm 
we  are  beating  the  armies  of  the  master  of  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  with  the  other  %ve  shall  amite 
/its  Fi  eject  on  the  Continent  of  Ainerica.** 

From  the  AVw-  York  Morning  Post, 

«  With  a  stone  and  a  sling  only,  America  com- 
menced the  war  of  I;idependence.  Without  arms, 
without  clothing  without  money,  and  without  credit^ 
we  took  the  field  ;  relying  upon  stout  hearts,  and  the 
aissistfince  of  God  for  the   success  of  si  righteous 
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cause.  The  event  has  proved,  that  with  such  reli- 
ances, a  nation  ha^  no  hin^;  to  fear.  Our  country  hus 
ai>;ain  thrown  itself  upon  the  piotection  of  the  Lord 
of  Hosts  ;  we  need  but  prove  fdithfui  to  him  and  to 
ourselves  Victory  will  ap^ain  crown  ou  cfibns,  and 
pe  ice  and  ph  nty  reward  us  for  our  toils.  Wl.o,  that 
is  truly  an  American,  will  de-puir  of  the  success  of 
his  coun'ry  ;  who  will  dare  to  beli  ve  we  can  be 
oiherw>s  ■  than  C:  )NQUEROHS  ?  We  had  imagin- 
ed this  i  t'possible.  ex  ept  with  the  ri^ents  of  tlu  (  ne- 
iny  ;  yet  in  a  ciisis  so  important,  not  only  to  us  nut 
to  posterit\,  we  have  found  thut  t!>e  spirii  oi  treasou 
haS  dared  to  stalk  abroad,  even  at  noon  c.y,  amcngst 
us.  Is  t  e  enemy  so  stronsj;  m  ih^  camp — so  confi- 
dent of  support,  as  to  haz  rd  a  fearU  ss  <'efi..nce  ? 
We  are,  it  is  true,  proud  to  exist  in  a  land  of  fiee- 
dom — I  ut  when  men  threaten  us  witli  t^ivinp:  the  as- 
sistance of  their  pens  to  the  cause  (four  adversaries, 
who  will  hesitate  to  say  that  such  frtedorn  becomes 
traitorous  i** 

The  state  of  the  regular  army  was,  at  this 
tiine,  such  as  8C  ipc^'y  to  drserve  the  name. — 
'J'iic  militia,  with  (he  eNC  'pfion  of*  a  f t  w  uni- 
form comjianies  in  tlie  iiiics.  eorjsisted  of  a  veo- 
nianry  and  others  ae'  iistoinod  lo  parade  ibr  a 
few  liours  eac'li  year,  soiiie  wiih  hud  arms,  oth- 
ers without  any.  The  pre|  arations  for  war  on 
tlie  land,  was  jonfined  to  an  expedition  under 
t)ie  coinmaiid  of  Geneial  Fiull.  of  which  notice 
-win  he  taken  in  tlie  proper  ])lace.  The  navy 
consisted  of  the  followinj^  vessels. 

List  of  American  VesseU^  and  their  force. 
President,  44  Com.  R'.dgers. 

CoiiStitutior,         44         Captain  Hull. 
Unied  States,      44  Decatur. 

Clieb<-.pe  ,ke,  36  Ordinary. 

New-York,  36  Do. 
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Constellation, 

36         Ordinary. 

Congr.-ss, 

36         Ccxpt.  Smith: 

Boston,            1 

32         Ordinary. 

Essex, 

32         Capt.  Porter. 

Adams, 

33         Ordinary. 

CORVETTE. 

John  Adams, 

26         Capt.  Ludlow. 

SHIPS    OF    WAR. 

Wasp, 

16         Capt.  Jones. 

Hornet, 

1 6                   Lawrenc^, 

BRIGS. 

Oneida, 

16         Com.  Woolsey. 

Siren, 

76         Lieut.  Caroll. 

Argus, 

16                    Crane. 

SCHOONERS. 

Vixen, 

12         Lieut.  Gasden. 

Nautilus, 

12                     Sinclair: 

Enterprise, 

12                      BUkely. 

Viper, 

12                     Buinbridg^. 

170  Gun  Boats 

,              Capt.  Shaw. 

BOMBS. 

Vengeance,  J 

Spitfire,          f 
iEtna,              f 
Vesuvius,       J 

Ordinary. 

Commodore  Rodgers,  being  at  New-York,  on 
receiving  the  President's  proclamation,  announc- 
ing war,  addressed  his  men  on  the  occasion, 
offering  their  wages  and  a  discharge  to  such  as 
were  unwilling  to  risk  their  lives  with  him.  A 
general  huzza  preceded  the  declaration  of  every 
individual  to  <*  stand  or  fall  with  the  Commo- 
dore." The  anchor  was  heaved,  and,  hefore 
night,  the  Commodore  passed  the  light-house  of 
Sandy- Hook,  and  proceeded  to  sea,  having  un- 
der his  command,  the  frigates  President,  United 
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Slates,  and  Congress,  and  the  sloops  of  war 
Hornet  and  Ari^us.  The  Commodore  returned 
to  Boston  al'tir  a  ci'uise  of  72  da>s,  during 
which  lie  passed  within  one  da^'s  sail  ol'  (he  l»rit- 
ish  channel.  ])assed  near  the  island  ol*  Madeira, 
and  the  Azores,  and  returned  hy  the  hanks  of 
Aewlbundland  and  Cape  Sable.  He  made  7 
captures  and  I  re-eapture;  and  chased  two  Brit- 
ish frigates,  one  of  them  the  Belvidera.  This 
eruise  was  of  great  benefit,  as  it  compelled  the 
enemv  to  concentrate  his  force,  by  which  a  vast 
quantity  of  propeit}  was  sayed  from  falling  into 
the  enemy's  hands. 

The  President,  while  chasing  the  Belvidera, 
received  a  considerable  nuniber  of  shot  in  her 
sails  and  rigging,  but  was  not  materially  injur- 
ed. One  of  the  President's  guns  bursted,  by 
which  3  men  were  killed,  and  .;inteen  wou'^ded. 
By  this  accident,  the  Commodore's  leg  was  frac- 
tured. The  chase  lasted  from  6,  a.  m.  on  the  23d 
June,  until  midnight. 

Oil  the  day  after  the  Commodoi-e  sailed,  the 
following  apjwared  in  the  New-York  Colum- 
bian, and  accounts  for  the  escape  of  his  Brit.n- 
nic  Majesty's  vessels  of  war,  Belvidera  and  Tar- 
tarus, which  had  been  for  some  days  off  Sandy- 
Hook. 

«  Tt  is  undoubtedly  a  fact,  that  dispatch-boats 
with  infoim..iion  have  be  n  sent  off  to  the  Briiish 
vessels  which  were  cru  sing  off  the  harbour,  since 
the  d.  clar  tion  of  war.  By  iv horn  they  were  stnt 
off,  it  is  not  nee  ssciry  at  present  to  mentiof).  But 
this  mur  h  may,  aiid  onght  to  be  suid — that  if  it  w^s 
done  by  an  Americdn  citize  •,  he  has  committed  treo" 
son  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  deserves, 
and  may  receive  a  hanging  for  it.  There  is  no  sus- 
picion, however,  entertained,  that  such  an  infamous 
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ac^  has  been  done  by  any  American.  As  it  has  there" 
fbrc  been  the  act  ot  the  subjects  of  the  Ung  of  Eng- 
land, whether  they  aie  in  or  out  of  office,  the  uci  is  a 
violation  of  the  hospitality  which  tolerates  their  re- 
sidence in  our  city,  and  culls  loudly  upon  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  to  put  the  law.-  immediately  in  force 
against  alien  enemies,  and  to  rid  the  city  of  spies,  or 
at  least  of  such  as  disgi  ace  their  character  by  acting 
in  so  infamous  a  capacity." 

h  U  however  a  lamenfable  fact,  that  the  ene- 
iii;y  had  his  adherents  within  the  United  States, 
consisting  of  native  eitizens,  as  well  as  of  for- 
cii:;Mers.  I  sie  pnlilic  wei-e  apprised  of  the  in- 
famous and  towai'di^  mea^s  used  b^  the  Rritish 
to  corrupt  the  citizens,  bj  the  agency  of  hired 
incendiaries  among  whom  the  notorious  John 
Henry  was  c«msi)icuous.  I  he  first  effusions  of 
tiie  press  were  watched  with  care,  and  the  citi- 
zens indignant  at  the  t  ondjict  of  ihe  British  gov- 
ei-nnie  t  ;  which  rendered  war  not  only  necessa- 
ry, but  unavoidahle,  were  ready  to  construe 
every  opposition  to  go>ernaient,  into  an  act  of 
adiiesion  to  the  enemy.  The  spirit  of  1776 
seemed  to  revive,  and  the  terms  *•  Whig''  and 
**  Tory."  were  agnin  eoming  into  use.  The 
party,  which  desii^nated  itsejfas  *^  lAd^ral,"  was 
long  opposed  to  the  officirs  o  '  the  genera'  gov- 
ernment :  and  were  in  the  nraciice  of  condenm- 
ing.  oj'posing.  and  thwarting  all  its  ineusures. 
This  party,  to  be  consistent,  also  opposed  the 
war. —  f'here  was  an<;ther  pavtv  opposed  to  war, 
mere.y  because  it  UiUst  prove  injurions  to  Eng- 
land ;  this  was  properlv  a  British  <ory  party, 
and  should  be  distinguislied  from  those  federal- 
ists, wKo.  notwithstanding  tlieir  opposition  to 
men^  werej^et  Jlmericcns.  The  torv  e>?deavour- 
©d  to  screen  Limsell'  beneatli  the  semblance  of 
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feaerali?m  ;  and  the  federalist,  who  could  weak- 
ly lend  file  mask,  should  not  complain,  if  both 
should  he  taken  for  tories. 

There  were  several  editors  cf  fwlcral  politics 
who  deserved  and  received  the  ai>plause  of  tlieir 
political  0[>f)onents,  for  conduct  pursued  imme- 
cMaiel.V  subsequent  to  the  declaration  of  war. 
The  following  extract  from  a  federal  paper,  de- 
serves particular  notice  : 

From  the  United  States'  Gazette,  firinted  at  Phila^ 
delfihia. 

«  The  people  of  this  country,  whatever  may  be 
their  opinions  of  this  incomprehensible  war,  demand, 
and  will  insist  that  it  now  be  carrie^l  on  with  the  vi- 
gour necessary  to  accomplish  the  ohjf  ct  of  all  war, 
honour  while  it  lasts,  and  real  peace  and  security 
when  it  ends.'* 

A  paragraph  of  a  seemingly  difierent  com- 
plexion, appeared  immediately  after  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  in  the  "  Federal  Republican,'' 
in-inted  at  Baltimore,  and  edited  by  Mr.  NVag- 
n-er.     It  was  in  the  following  words : 

"  We  mean  to  represent  in  as  strong  colours  as  we 
are  capable,  that  the  war  is  unnecessary,  inexpedient, 
and  entered  into  from  partial,  personal,  and  as  we  be- 
lieve, motives  bearing  upon  their  front,  marks  of  un- 
disguised foreign  influence,  which  cannot  be  mistak- 
en. We  mean  to  use  every  means  of  constitutional 
argument,  and  every  legal  means,  to  render  as  odious 
and  suspicious  to  the  American  people,  as  they  de- 
serve to  be,  the  patrons  and  contrivers  of  this  hiirhly 
impolitic  and  destructive  war,  in  the  fullest  persua- 
sion, that  we  shall  be  supported,  and  ultimately  ap- 
plauded by  nine-tenths  of  our  countrymen,  and  that 
our  silence  would  be  treason  to  them.'' 

The  citizens,  in  a  state  of  high  irritation,  pro- 
ceeded ia  the  evening  of  the  22d  June,  to  Mr. 
c 
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Wagner's  pri^iting  office,  whicli  was  destroyed. 
This  procedure  was  followed  by  some  rioting ; 
and  the  paper  was  removed  to  Georgetown, 
(Col.)  where  it  continued  to  be  printed. 

On  the  7th  July,  an  order  was  issued  from 
the  department  of  state  of  the  United  States,  re- 
quiring all  British  subjects  to  register  their 
names,  ages,  places  of  residence,  persons  com- 
posing their  fumilies,  Ka.  at  the  oflice  of  the 
marshal  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  in 
which  such  subjects  resided.  This  order  was 
followed  by  others  directing  alien  enemies,  who 
were  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  to  remove 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  sea  or  tide  water.  The 
information  constantly  conveyed  to  the  enemy, 
from  the  ports  and  harbours  of  tiie  I  nited 
States,  was  supposed  to  render  such  a  measure 
necessary.  It  would  be  much  to  the  honour  of 
the  citizens,  if  this  treasonable  intercourse  with 
the  enemy  were  confined  to  aliens ;  subsequent 
information,  obtained  at  the  navy  department 
of  the  United  States,  has  sufficiently  proved  that 
several  profligate  citizens  have  also  held  com- 
munications with,  and  supplied  the  wants  of  the 
enemy. 

A  cartel  ship  arrived  in  July,  at  Boston,  from 
Halifax,  and  delivered  on  board  the  U.  States' 
frigate  Chesapeake,  three  seamen,  formerly  ta- 
ken out  of  that  frigate,,  by  the  British  frigate 
Leopard. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Leopard  attack- 
ed the  Chesapeake  in  time  of  peace,  while  the 
latter  was  unsuspicious  of  an  attack,  and  unpre- 
pared for  defence.  The  Chesapeake  was  fired 
into,  boarded,  and  these  men  taken  by  force 
from  her. 

Remonstrance    on    the    part   of  the  United 
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States,  wasmado  to  tlio  Biitisli  j^overnment,  and 
redress  dt'iiiauded  lor  this  wanton  breach  ot'ilie 
laws  of  nations.  The  Hiiiish  .government  dis- 
avowed aiiv  agcnej  in  the  act;  hut  yet  promot- 
ed the  eommandrr  of  tlie  Leopard,  not  to  the 
}<ivi\  arm  of  a  ship,  hut  to  the  command  of  a  7i. 
'rhe  restoration  of  these  men  had  been,  for  some 
time,  promised  hy  the  British  j^overnment :  it 
was  pleasi:>g  to  see  it  efTtcied  so  soon  after  the 
deidarafion  of  Mar.  AVJietlier  tlie  nar  Irad  any 
influence  in  tiiis  transaction,  mtist  he  matter  of 
conjecture,  in  wljicii  the  reader  will  exercise 
liis  own  opinion, 

This  is  not  tlie  only  instance  in  which  war 
produced  a  change  to  those  Americans  who  were 
impressed  and  confined  on  hoard  British  men  of 
war.  Several  of  them,  having  declined  serving 
against  their  country,  were  sent  to  prison  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  became  entitled  to  he  lib- 
erated by  exchange.  This  mode  of  treating 
ihem,  after  their  character  as  American  citi- 
zens, was  acknowledged,  was  certainly  unjust ; 
they  should  have  been  fully  released,  not  hav- 
ing been  taken  in  time  of  war,  or  in  arms,  they 
were  entitled  to  rank  as  non-combatants. 

On  the  lith  July,  Mr.  Foster,  the  late  British 
minister,  and  31  r.  Barclay  Jate  consul,  departed, 
from  the  United  States,  at  New  York,  on  board 
the  British  flag  of  truce  Colibri.  These  gen- 
tlemen were  much  esteemed  for  their  private 
amiable  qualities. 

The  first  British  victory  over  the  American 
fleet,  happene:!  on  the  20th  of  July.  On  this  day 
the  United  States'  schooner  Nautilus,  Lieutenant 
Crane,  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
captured,  after  a  chase  of  eight  hours.  ISo 
honour  was  lost  by  the   Americans  on  this  oc.^ 
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casion;  the  vast  disparity  of  force,  rendered  rd- 
sistance  as  imprudent,  as  it  would  be  unavailing. 
The  brave  commander's  sMord  was  returned, 
hy  the  British  officer,  Com.  Brooke,  as  an  ac- 
linowledgment  of  the  skill  and  bravery  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  save  his  ship.  Lieut. 
Crane,  and  his  crew,  were  afterwards  honourably^ 
acquitted,  by  a  court  of  enqui/y,  of  all  censure 
in  the  loss  of  the  Nautilus. 

On  the  17th  of  this  same  month,  the  frigate 
Constitution,  Captain  Hull,  chased  a  British  fri- 
gate into  a  British  fleet,  and  was  chased  in  turn, 
on  the  following  morning,  by  the  enemy,  consist- 
ing of  a  ship  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  a  brig, 
and  a  schooner.  The  chase  continued  60  hours, 
1'he  Constitution  arrived  safe  in  Boston.  The 
great  address,  by  which  Captain  Hull  saved  his 
ship,  drew  forth  the  admiration  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  applause  of  his  countrymen. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  Americans,  as  they 
also  endeavoured  in  a  former  war,  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  be  neutral.  Humanity  and  civiliza- 
tion ph^ad  in  favour  of  a  principle  which  would 
not  add  savage  barbarity  to  the  other  evils  of 
war;  but  unfortunately,  the  policy  of  a  "  mag- 
nanimous" enemy  was  diflVrent.  The  Ameri- 
cans soon  learned  that  the  enemy  had  leagued 
himself  with  the  ruthhss  savage  of  the  wilder- 
ness ;  the  known  warffire  of  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  was  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
modern  invention  of  rockets  ;  in  short,  all  means 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy  were  to  be  com- 
hined  against  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  act  in  which  the  allied  Indians  atnl 
British  signalix>ed  themselves,  was  in  the  taking 
of  the  fort  of  Michilimackinac,  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1812.     The  garrison  consisting  of  57  ef- 
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Ajctivc  men,  including  ofiiccrs,  was  comnianded 
hy  Lieutenant  Hanks,  ol*  the  artillery^  'I'he 
Jii'st  notice  he  received  ol'the  declaration  of  war, 
was  in  <hc  form  of  a  summons,  to  surrender  the 
fort  and  island  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces. 
The  eneniy,  contemplating  a  state  of  war,  had 
heen  for  some  time  i)iepai*ing  an  expedition  for 
the  attack  of  Michilimackinuc.  The  place  of 
rendezvous  was  St.  Joseph's,  a  British  garrison^ 
distant  from  31ichilimackinac,  ahout  45  miles. 
So  prepared  were  the  British,  that  they  were 
enabled  to  embark  the  next  day,  after  being  ap- 
prised of  the  declaration  of  war.  Lieutenant 
Ilanks  having  received  information  on  the  Kith, 
of  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  Inv>.ius,  sent  Cap-' 
tain  Daunnan,  of  the  militia,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Indians;  he  embarked  about  sun-set, 
and  met  the  British  forces  within  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  the  island,  by  whom  he  was  made  pri- 
soner. Every  possible  preparation  was  made  by 
the  garrison  to  resist  an  attack,  if  such  should 
be  attenipted  ;  but  the  appearance  of  a  powerful 
^nemy,  with  artillery,  scaling-ladders,  &c.  induc- 
ed Lieutenant  Hanks  to  submit  to  terms  of  capi- 
tuhUion,  by  which  the  fort  was  surrendered  to 
the  British  forces,  commanded  by  Captain  Rob- 
erts. The  American  garrison  was  made  prison- 
ers, and  sent  to  the  United  States,  not  to  serve 
until  regularly  exchanged. 

The  British  foi'ce  consisted  of  regular  troops, 
46;  Canadian  militia,  260;  Indians,  715. — To- 
tal, 102L 

The   probability  of  an  approaching  war  had 
determined  the  United  States' government  to  a- 
dopt  some-  measures  necessarily  preparatory  to  - 
that  event. 

Oil  the  i9th  March,  i8'i2,  Major  James  R*Mul* 
C-2. 
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laiiy,  of  the  infantry,  was  directed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  \var,  Dr.  Eustis,  to  proceed  to  Phiiadei- 
pliia,  and  ascerlain  the  state  of  forwardness  in 
which  the  clothing  for  the  new  troops  ^>as.  This 
was  executed,  and  report  made  accordingly. 
On  or  about  the  1 2(h  April,  orders  were  received 
at  New-York,  to  commence  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice. By  this  time  the  U.  8,  was  divided  into 
military  districts,  and  Major  MuHany  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  western  district,  (New- 
York.)  AVith  his  noted  zeal  and  activity,  he 
arrived  at  Geneva,  on  the  20th  April,  181;^,  and 
located  there,  with  necessary  instructions,  a  val- 
uable officer,  (Captain  Mydert  M.  Dox.)  In  a 
few  days,  the  officers  assigned  to  tliis  district, 
were  supplied  with  funds  and  instruetionsj  and 
martial  nnisic  gave  awful  warning  of  what  was 
likely  to  follow.  The  difficulties  that  ignorance 
and  treacherous  opposition  excited,  is  no  wav  in- 
teresting at  present.  Manly  exertion,  guod  Judg- 
ment, and  a  rigliteous  cause,  surmounted  every 
scheme  of  faction,  and  soared  successfully  over 
every  species  of  prejudice.  Citizens  most  noted 
for  acrimonious  sarcasms  towards  the  measures 
necessarily  adopted  at  that  period,  soon  buried 
their  mistaken  apprehensions  in  the  national 
goc'l,  and  were  amongst  the  most  active  in  aiding 
the  I  fforts  of  the  officers  of  the  army. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  a  circular  order  wa» 
transmitted  to  the  following  officers,  having  for 
its  object  the  concentration  of  the  recruits  of  the 
western  district,  at  Canandaigua,  to  oiganize 
them  for  the  field,  viz. 

Captain  Dox.  Infantry,  Geneva. 
Captain  M  Keon,  3d  Regt.  Artillery,  Canandaigua^ 
Captain  David  Scott,  Infantry,  Batavia, 
Captain  R,  H.  Morris,  Infantry,  Cayu§a= 
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1st  Lieutenant,  Wm.  Clarke,  Infantry,  Auburn. 

1st  Lieutenant,  John  M.  O'Connor,  3cl  Regt.  Ar- 
tillery, Buffalo. 

1st  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Chipman,  Infantry,  Bath. 

2d  Lieutenant,  W.  Martin,  Infantry,  Lima. 

2d  Lieutenant,  Henry  Whiting,  Infantry,  Buffalo. 
By  Order, — J.  R.  MuUany,  iMaj.  Comdir. 

Signed, — J.  H.  Rees,  Lt.  3d.  Artillery,  Adjt. 

The  oliioial  news  of  the  dcelariiiion  of  war, 
reached  Major  Mullany  on  the  27tli  June,  1812, 
cnc  day  later  than  tlie  express  \shh  it  to  (he 
liriti^h,  passed  Canandaigua,  (the  head-quarters 
of  the  district.)  Tlie  man  employed  on  this  oc- 
casion, I)y  the  friends  of  Enj^land.  was  a  citizen 
of  Alhany,  well  known  hy  several  real  patriotic 
men,  residing  in  the  western  country,  on  whom 
he  imposed.  He  stated  that  he  was  conveying, 
express,  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war.  to 
Fort  J^'iagarcu  in  consequence  of  which  strata- 
gem, he  succeeded  in  olitaining  every  facility, 
that  money  and  horses  could  give  him  ;  and  thus 
did  the  British  receive  the  news  one  day  before 
it  was  known  at  Canandaigua,  from  wlience  may 
be  dated  the  fall  of  Michilimackinac,  and  a 
train  of  other  disasters  on  the  frontiers.  Having 
delivered  the  despatches  xit  Queenstown,  he  re- 
turned immediately.  He  met  General  Peter  B, 
Porter  at  Batavia,  who  questioned  him  on  the  re- 
port then  general,  of  such  an  express  having 
passed,  but  he  very  adroitly  escaped,  and  was  a- 
gain  interrogated  on  his  an-ival  at  Canandaigua, 
by  Major  Mullany,  who  was  closely  watching  his 
return.  He  soon  discovered  him,  and  placed  liira 
under  guard,  after  reading  to  him  the  ,^7th  ar- 
ticle of  the  articles  of  war.  His  deposition  was 
taken  before  a  master  in  chancery,  and  forward- 
ed to  Governor  Tompkins^  the  same  eighty  whoB^ 
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U  reached  in  iJiirti)  hours,  distance  208  mile??: 
The  gentlemen  who  employed  the  despatch  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  held  to  hail,  and  evidence 
given  the  governor,  that,  although  the  despatches 
did  communicate  the  vote  of  Congress,  declurirg. 
war,still  the  communication  wnssimpJifmercaniiie^ 

At  this  time  the  settlers  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier became  much  alarmed;  they  were  daily 
threatened  with  a  visit  from  the  Indians,  and 
their  houses  no  longer  offered  them  safety  or 
protection.  Several  settlements  had  been  aban- 
doned, and  nothing  was  heard  along  the  frontier, 
in  imagination  at  least,  but  the  hostile  yell  of  tlie 
relentless  savage. 

The  following  letter  (not  hitherto  published.) 
was,  on  this  occasion,  directed  to  Major  Mul- 
lany : 

JBlack  Rocky  June  28,  1812. 
Sir, 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  British 
meditate  an  attack  on  fort  Niagara,  and  that  it  may 
be  attempted  within  twenty-four  hours  from  this 
time.  If  they  once  pass  the  river,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  how  far  they  may  proceed. — Under  these  very 
urgent  circumstances  1  dispatch  an  express,  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  immediately  march  the  men  un- 
der your  command  to  our  assistance.  Although  you 
may  not  have  received  orders  authorizing  you  to 
comply  with  (his  request,  I  am  persuaded  the  occa- 
sion will  justify  you,  as  your  men  can  be  of  no  possi- 
ble use  at  Canandaigua,  or  any  other  place  along  the 
south  shore  of  the  Lake,  and  are  undoubtedly  intend- 
ed, ultimately,  for  this  place.  Bring  with  you  all  the 
arms  and  ammunition  in  the  Canc.ndaigua  arsenal. 
In  great  haste,  yours  respectfully, 

PETER  B.  PORTER,  Q  M.  G. 
Of  the  State  of  J^'eiu-  York, 

Major  Mullany,         > 
Commas  at  Canandaigua. ))- 
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iVIajor  Mullany,  in  consequence  of  the  receipt 
of  this  ktter,  marched  with  his  commaDd  foi*  the 
protection  of  tlie  Niagara  frontier. 

Another  evidently  material  precaution,  was  the 
stationing  a  competent  force  in  tlieMicJiigan  ter- 
ritory, for  the  protection  of  the  inhahitants, 
against  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  offensively,  if  such 
should  he  deemed  prudent.  General  Hull  bad 
been  at  the  seat  of  government  in  the  spring 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  where  he 
jnade  arrangements  for  conducting  a  force  to 
Detroit.  lie  accordingly  proceeded  to  Dayton, 
on  the  Mad  river,  one  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
Miami,  60  miles  by  land,  and  about  75  miles  by 
water^  from  its  moutli.  Here  Governor  jVleigs, 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  surrendered  to  the  general 
the  command  of  1500  volunteers,  who  liad  been 
raised  for  this  purpose,  and  were  commanded  by 
Colonels  M'Arthur,  Cass,  and  Findlay,  by  the 
election  of  the  volunteers. 

On  the  271h  May,  General  Hull  pitched  his 
tent  in  camp  Meigs,  when,  the  troops  being  form- 
ed in  a  hollow  square,  the  flag  of  the  L^Bited 
States  was  unfurled,  on  which  occasion,  a  short, 
but  animated  and  impressive  address,  was  de- 
livered by  Colonel  Cass. 

On  the  1st  June,  the  4th  United  States'  regi- 
ment, Commanded  by  Colonel  Miller,  joined 
General  Hull,  when  he  resumed  his  march,  and 
reached  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  about  the  last 
of  June,  having  then  under  his  command  about 
2500  men. 

From  Dayton  to  Detroit,  a  distance  of  more 
than  150  miles,  the  army  had  to  cut  a  road  through 
the  wilderness;  the  land  was  soft  or  swampy, 
and  the  labour  of  bringing,  on  carriages  and  ar- 


o4  HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR. 

tillery,  excessive.  The  Indians  showed  little  dis» 
position  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  troojis. 
Governor  Meigs  procecucd  with  the  army  as  far 
as  the  Urhanria,  where  he  held  a  council  with 
so  sue  fn<iian  chiefs,  when  it  was  agreed,  that 
peace  should  be  maintained  between  them  and  the 
United  States.  The  (general  put  on  hoard  a  ves- 
sel, the  baggage  and  hospital  stores  of  tliearmy, 
"with  an  offitMr  and  SO  men.  with  directions  to 
sail  for  Detroit.  The  British  having  been  ap- 
prized of  the  declaration  of  war,  captured  the 
vessel  at  Fort  Maiden,  mouth  of  Detroit  liver; 
and  thus  the  army  sulTered  a  serious  loss. 

On  the  evening  of  the  i'Zth  Julv,  General  Hull 
crossed  the  river  Detioit,  which  divides  the 
United  States'  territory  of  Michigan  from  the 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  fixed  his 
head  quarters  at  the  town  of  Sand>vich,  about 
two  miles  within  the  British  province.  From 
this  place  he  published  a  proclamation,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  : 

BY  WILLIAM  HULL, 

Brigadier    Gene-al  and    Commander    of  the   JYorth 
Western  army  of  the   United    States  : 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
Inhabitants  of  Canada, 

After  ttiiny  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  the 
Un'ted  States  have  been  driven  to  arms.  The  inju- 
ries and  aggressions,  the  insults  and  indignities  of 
Great-Britain,  have  once  more  left  tliem  no  alterna- 
tive but  manly  re&istance,  or  unconditional  submis- 
sion. The  army  under  my  command  has  invaded  your 
country  ;  the  standard  of  the  union  now  waves  over 
the  territory  of  Caaada.  To  the  peaceable  unoifend- 
injo;  inhabitants,  it  brings  neither  danger  nor  difficulty. 
1  come  to  find  enemies,  not  to  make  them.  I  come 
to  protect,  not  to  injure  you. 


HISTORY   OF   THE    WAR.  551 

Separated  by  an  immertse  ocean,  and  an  extenslvd 
wilderness,  from  Great  Britain,  you  have  no  partici- 
pation in  hei  councils,  no  interest  in  lior  conduct. 
You  have  felt  her  lyrann)  ;  you  have  seen  her  in- 
justice ;  but  I  do  not  ask  you  to  avenge  the  one,  or 
to  redress  the  other.  The  United  States  nre  suffici- 
ently powerful  to  afford  every  security,  consistent 
with  their  rights,  and  your  expectations,  1  lender 
you  the  invaluable  blessing  of  civil,  political,  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  and  their  necessary  result,  individual 
and  general  prosperity;  that  liberty  which  gave  de- 
cision to  our  councils,  and  energy  to  our  conduct,  in 
a  struggle  for  independence,  wiiich  conducted  us 
safely  and  <riumph;intly  through  the  stormy  period  of 
the  revolution — the  liberty  which  has  raised  us  to 
an  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  he  world  ; 
and  which  afforded  us  a  i^reater  measure  of  peace 
and  security,  of  wealth  and  improvement  than  ever 
fell  to  the  lot  of  any  people.  In  he  name  of  my 
country,  and  the  authority  of  government,  I  promise 
you  protection  to  your  persons,  propety,  and  rio^hts; 
remain  at  your  homes ;  pur-ue  your  peaceful  and 
customary  avocations  ;  raise  not  your  hands  against 
your  brethren.  Many  of  your  fathers  fought  for 
the  freedom  and  ind  pendence  we  now  enjoy.  Be- 
ing children,  therefore,  of  the  same  family  with  us, 
and  heirs  of  he  same  heritage,  thr  arrival  of  an  army 
of  friends  must  be  hailed  by  you  wilh  a  cordial  wel- 
come. You  will  be  emancipated  f:om  tyranny  and 
oppres  ion,  and  restored  to  the  dignified  st.ition  of 
freed(»m.  Had  I  any  doubt  of  eventual  success,  I 
might  ask  your  assi<:tance  ;  but  I  do  isot.  I  come 
prepared  for  every  contingency — 1  have  a  force  which 
will  break  down  all  opposition,  and  that  fo;c(^  is  but 
the  van-guard  of  a  much  greater.  If  contrary  to 
your  own  interests  and  the  just  expectations  of  my 
country  you  should  take  part  in  the  approaching  con- 
test, you  will  be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies; 
and  the  horrqrs  and  calamities  of  war  will  stalk  be- 
fore you.     If  the  barbarous   and   savage  policy  of 
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Great  Britain  be  pursued,  and  the  savages  are  let 
loose  to  murder  our  citizens,  aod  butcher  our  women 
and  children,  this  war  will  be  a  war  of  extf^rmination. 
The  first  stroke  of  the  tomahawk — the  first  attempt 
with  the  scalping-knife,  will  be  the  signal  of  one  in- 
discriminate scene  of  desolation.  No  white  man, 
found  fighting  by  the  side  of  an  Indian,  will  be  taken 
prisoner — instaMt  death  will  be  his  lot.  If  the  dic- 
tates of  reason,  duty,  justice,  and  humanity,  cannot 
prevent  the  employment  of  a  force  which  respects 
no  eights,  and  knows  no  wrong,  it  will  be  prevented 
by  a  severe  and  relentless  system  of  retaliation.  I 
doubt  not  your  courage  and  firmness — I  will  not 
doubt  your  attachment  to  liberty.  If  you  tender 
your  services  voluntarily,  they  will  be  accepted  rea- 
dily. The  United  States  offer  you  peace,  liberty, 
and  security. — Your  choice  lies  between  these  and 
war,  slavery  and  destruction.  Choose  then  ;  but 
choose  wisely  ;  and  may  he  who  knows  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  and  who  holds  in  his  hand  the  fate  of 
nations,  guide  you  to  a  result  the  most  compatible 
with  your  rights  and  interests,  your  peace  and  hap- 
piness. 

By  the  General, 

A.  P.  HULL, 
Cafitain  of  the  \Wi  United  States*  regiment  of  Infan* 

try,  and  Aid-deCarnfi.     Head-quarters.,  Sandwich, 

July  12,  1812. 

WILLIAM  HULL. 

This  proclamation  was  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire confidence,  and  secure  the  friendship  of  the 
Canadians.  The  American  troops  were  in  high 
spirits,,  anxious  to  be  led  against  the  enemy's 
post  at  Fort  Maiden.  The  British  force,  con- 
sisting of  regulars,  militia,  and  Indians,  was  in- 
ferior to  the  Americans,  as  appeared  by  the  offi- 
cial communication  of  the  British  general  Brock, 
to  his  government.     The  moment   seemed  fa» 
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"vouralile  to  strike  an  important,  perhaps  a  deci- 
isive  blow.  The  Indians,  exiept  a  few  of  \vh(-m 
had  joined  the  British,  remained  neutral,  watch- 
ing with  their  usual  sagacity,  uiitil  tiiev  could 
discover  on  what  side  victory  was  likely  to  perch  ; 
nearly  ail  the  Canadian  militia  had  d;  sorted, 
Coloiiel  M' Arthur  was  delaclud  wiiii  150  men, 
to  the  river  Thames,  wiiere  he  <?aptured  a  con- 
sid  'rahle  quantity  of  ammunition,  arms,  and 
blankets.  Some  hundreds  of  Merino  sheep  were 
captured  by  another  detachment, 
i  On  the  15th  Jiily,  Colonel  Cass,  with  about 
300  men,  reconnoitered  the  enemy's  posts.  The 
Colonel  ascended  the  river  Aux  Canards,  to  a 
fo.'d,  where  he  ci'ossed,  and  descending  oii  the 
south  side,  attacked  and  repeatedly  drove  a  par- 
ty of  the  enemy's  regulars,  wliich  was  stationed 
at  a  bridge,  five  miles  above  Amherstburg,  the 
enemy  having  formed  and  returned  three  times: 
night  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit.  The  Americans 
returned  the  ibilowing  day  to  camp  without  in- 
terruption. P'requent  skirmishing  was  kept  up 
])ctween  other  detachments  of  the  American 
army,  and  the  enemy,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fort  Maiden.  The  time  of  attacking  Fort 
Maiden  was  determined  on  at  a  council  of  field 
officers,  and  preparations  made  for  advancing  to 
the  attack,  when,  by  an  unexpected  order,  the 
plan  of  attack  was  abandoned,  and  Canada  eva- 
cuated on  the  8th  August,  shamefully  leaving  to 
their  fate,  the  Canadians  who  had  joined  the 
Amei'ican  standard. 

This  gave  time  to  the  enemy  to  be  reinforc- 
ed, and  it  soon  was  rumoured  in  the  Ameri'-aa 
camp,  that  the  commanding  officer  intended  to 
surrender  his  army,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by 
the  enemy.  This  seemed  so  unaecouatabic^ 
o 
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at  a  time  when  superiority  of  foi'ce  was  on  the 
American  side,  that  the  officers  had  resolved,  in 
the  event  of  the  rumour  being  well  founded,  to 
divest  the  general  of  his  command.  The  exe- 
cution of  this  plan  was  prevented  by  the  ab-> 
sence  of  two  eomnjanding  officers  of  regiments, 
who  were  ordered  on  detachments.  The  Brit- 
ish being  reinforced  by  about  400  men,  and  the 
Indians  becoming  more  ilecided,  General  Brock 
advanced,  and  took  a  position  opposite  to  Detroit, 
where,  without  interruption,  he  established  a 
small  battery. 

On  the  15th  August,  the  town  of  Detroit  was 
summoned  to  surrender,  which  being  refused,  a 
firing  began  from  the  British  batteries,  which 
was  returned  by  the  Americans,  and  eontinued, 
with  little  effect,  until  night.  At  duy-light,  on 
the  16tli,  the  firing  re-eommeneed  on  both  sides, 
the  enemy  commenced  the  landing  of  troops  be- 
low Detroit,  which  being  soon  efficted,  they 
marched  in  close  column  of  platoons,  twelve  iu 
front,  toward  the  fort  of  Detroit. 

Against  this  body  of  troops  not  a  shot  was  fir- 
€d,jilthough  it  advanced  in  a  situation  within 
the  range  of  the  American  cannon.  When  the 
British  reacikcd  within  100  yards  of  the  Ameri- 
can line,  orders  were  given  by  Gen.  Hull  for  the 
troops  to  retreat  to  the  fort ;  and  soon  after,  the 
fort  was  surrciMlered,  and  the  American  army 
became  prisoners  of  w  ar. 

By  a  proclamation  immediately  issued  by  the 
British  commander,  (Gen.  Brock.)  it  appears 
that  General  Hull  had  also  surrendered  the  ter- 
ritoiy  of  INlichigan. 

This  was  a  severe  and  unexpected  blow  against 
the  Americans.  It  gave  rise  to  a  court  martial 
Qu  the  conduct  of  General  Hull,  which  will  be 
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noticed  in  its  proper  phiee  ;  it,  in  a  j2;reat  degree, 
destro^i^ed  the  eoiilidence  the  Camidians  had  in 
the  government  and  arms  of  the  United  States  ; 
it  determined  the  Indians  to  take  part  with  tlic 
enemy;  and  led  not  only  to  a  prolo^igation  of  the 
Avar,  but  to  many,  (»r  pcihaps  all  of  those  savage 
acts  of  murder,  in  which  the  Indians  were  sub- 
sequently  engaged,  against  the  eitizens  of  the 
United  States. 

General  IJull,  in  his  oflieial  account,  states, 
that  at  the  time  the  enemy  advanced  against  De- 
troit, he  could  not  bring  into  the  field  more  than 
600  men,  that  the  regular  force  of  the  enemy, 
then  advancing,  was  much  more  than  that  num- 
ber, and  twice  that  number  of  Indians. 

An  official  letter  from  Colonel  Cass,  who  had 
a  command  under  General  Hull,  put  the  business 
in  (juite  a  different  light,  concluding  with  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph. 

"  1  was  informed  by  Gen.  Hull,  the  morning  after 
the  capitulation,  that  the  British  forces  consisted  of 
1800  regulars,  and  that  he  surrendered  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  human  blood.— That  he  magnified 
their  regular  force  nearly  five  fold,  there  can  be  po 
doubt.  Whether  the  philanthropic  reason  assigned 
by  him  is  a  sufficient  justification  for  surrendering  a 
fortified  town,  an  army,  and  a  territory,  is  for  the  go- 
vernment to  determine.  Confident  I  am,  that  had  the 
courage  and  conduct  of  the  General  been  equal  to 
the  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  troops,  the  event  would 
have  been  as  brilliant  and  successful,  as  it  now  is  dis- 
astrous and  dishonourable.'* 

The  British  official  account  is  positive  as  to 
the  inferiority  of  the  enemy's  force. 

The  following  extract  from  the  official  report 
of  Sir  George  Prevost,  will  show  how  weak  the 
garrison  of  Amhersthurg,   op  Maiden   was,  at 
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the  time  when  General  Hull  passed  into  CawacJa?. 
having  then  under  his  command  nearly  2500 
men. 

«'  The  garrison  of  Amherstbarg  consisted  (at  the 
lime  when  General  Hull  passed  into  Canada,)  of  a 
subaltein*s  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Troughton  ;  of  a  detachment 
of  .'^00  men,  of  the  4  1st  regiment,  under  the  com- 
ma'sd  of  Captain  Muir  ;  and  of  about  as  many  of  the 
anilitia  ;  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel St  George,  inspecting  field  officer  of 
miiitiu  in  the  district.'* 

A  few  days  bc'fore  the  surrender  of  Detroit^ 
IVIajor  Van  Horn,  of  Colonel  Findley's  reginient 
of  Ohio  volunteers,  was  detached  with  about 
^00  men,  to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin,  to  rein- 
fo»'ee  Captain  Brush,  who,  with  a  company  of 
Ohio  volunteers,  were  escorting  provisions  for 
th/  army.  At  Brownstown,  a  htrge  party  of 
lidians  formed  an  ambuseade,^  and  the  major's 
di'tachment  received  a  heavy  fire  at  a  few  yards^ 
from  the  enemy.  The  whole  detachment  re- 
treated in  great  disonhr,  and  could  rot,  by 
any  exerlion  of  Mi^jor  Van  florn,  be  rallied. — 
On  this  occasion,  theve  were  7  officers  and  lO 
privates  killed,  besides  a  considerable  number 
wounded. 

Before  the  return  of  Major  Van  Horn,  an- 
other detachmenf  consisting  of  600  men,  under 
ihe  command  of  Lieut.  CoL  Miller,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin,  to  open  the  com- 
munication to  the  river,  and  protect  the  provi- 
sions, which  wt-re  under  the  escort  of  Captain 
Brush.  Lieut.  Col.  Miller  marched  from  De- 
troit on  the  8th  August  ;  and  on  the  9(h,  about 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  van  guard,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Snelling,  of  the  4th  U.  S.  regi- 
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ment,  >vas  fired  upon  by  an  extensive  line  of  In- 
dians ai:d  British,  at  the  lower  part  of  Maguago, 
about  14-  luiies  from  Detroit.  Capt.  Snellhig 
maintained  his  ground  in  a  most  gallant  man- 
ner, under  a  very  heavy  fire,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  main  body,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Miller,  Mhen 
a  general  attack  ^vas  made  on  the  enemy,  who 
was  compelled  to  retreat  before  the  Americans. 
The  route  continued  until  fatigue,  and  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  rendered  it  necessary  to  desist 
from  fnvther  pursuit. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  surrender  of  De- 
troit, a  provisional  agreement  was  entered  into 
by  General    Dearborn,  and  Colonel   Baynes,  the 
British    adjutant-general,    that    neither    party 
should  act  offensively  before  the  decision  of  the 
American    government  should   be  taken  on  the 
subject,      ''his    suspension    of  hostilities,    was 
grounded  on  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Prevost, 
Governor  of  Lower  Canada,  to  General  Dear- 
born,   suggesting  the   probability  of  a   general 
suspension  of  hostilities,  in  conse<juenee  of  a  pro- 
posed suspension  or  repeal  of  the  British  orders 
in  council,  of  which  Mr.  Foster,  late  minister 
to  the  United  States,  had  received  advices  on  his 
arrival  at  Halifax.     Whether  Governor  Prevost 
seriously  believed   all  which  he  represented,  or 
that  the   suspension  of  hostilities,  which  did  not 
include  the  operations  of  Detroit,  was   intended 
to  favour  the  British  army  in  that  quarter,   can- 
not now  be   determined;   it,  however,   enabled 
the  British  to  reinforce  General  Brock,  and  pro- 
bably contributed  to  the   fall  of  Detroit,      llie 
American  government,  viewing  the  British  pro- 
position as  coming  in  an  indirect  nrnnner,  offer- 
ing no  satisfactory  security  for  its  observance, 
and  adhering  with  little  variation  to  their  fof" 
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iner  pretences,  did  not  hesitate  to  disagree  ti> 
the  proposal.  The  armistice  terminated  on  th© 
Sth  8eptemher. 

The  dis?*raceful  surrender  of  Detroit  was,  ir^ 
some  degree,  to  be  compensated  for,  by  the 
bravery  of  American  seamen.  On  I  he  19th 
Aug.  1812,  the  Ameri«^an  frigate  Constitution, 
Captain  Isaac  Hull,  fell  in  >vith  his  Britannia 
majesty's  frigate  Guerriere,  Captain  J.  B.  Da- 
eres,  in  lat.  40,  20,  N.  Ion.  5j,  W.  and  after  a 
severe  action  of  30  minutes,  during  which  the 
Americans  displayed  great  superiority  in  tactics 
and  courage,  the  British  ship  surrendered. 

The  Guerriere  suffered  so  much  in  her  rig- 
ging and  hull,  and  was  so  entirely  disabled,  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  tow  her  into  port ;  she 
•wa^  of  couise  burnt,  by  order  of  Captain  HuU^ 
as  !?oon  as  the  prisoners  were  removed. 

The  Guerriere  had  been  formerly  a  P>ench 
44,  but  was  rated  only  at  as  ;  she  carried  4& 
guns. 

'J'h(>  following  official  account  of  her  capture 
from  the  French,  by  th-e  Brilish  naval  captain, 
Lavie,  p! 'ces  this  poi  t  in  an  indisputable  view?^ 
as  the  advoca^'^'s  of  Britain,  sorely  hurt  by  thi& 
proof  ..frhe  suvierJoril^  of  American  naval  tac- 
tics, cndeLvour'Ml  to  liisrepresent  the  relative 
size  avii  force  of  the  American  and  British  fri? 
gates. 

From  Capt  Lavie  to  Lord  Keith. 

Blanche^  Yarmouth^  July  26,  1806. 
^?  My  Lord — 1  have  the  honour  to  acqu  int  you  of 
Hiy  r<-iurn  to  Ya  mouth  today,  having  in  comp  ny 
the  Guerriere  frig^tf^,  commanded  by  Monsieur  Hu° 
l)trt  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  whom  I  captwie*;  on 
ihf-  *9th  insi  in  long  6  ',  off  the  Faro  Islands,  after 
^  shaj-p  coniesi  oi  4?  minutes/' 
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»*  Le  Guerriere  is  of  the  la-rgest  class  of  frigates, 
mounting  fifty  guns,  with  a  coniplemcnt^of  317  men, 
but  they  were  very  soon  sadly  red  need  by  our  de» 
structive  fire,  and  the  ship  has  also  suffered  very  se- 
verely, while  the  damages  of  the  Blanche  wrre  con- 
fined to  the  topmasts,  rigging,  and  sails. 

^^  THOMAS   LAVIE.^ 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded. 

On  board  the  Constitution,  one  lieutenant  of  ma- 
rines,and  six  seamen — fotal  killed,  7.  Two  officers, 
four  seamen,  and  one  marine —  lotal  wounded,  7. 
Total  killed  and  wounded,  14. 

On  board  the  Guerriere,  killed  15,  wounded  63^ 
missing  27 — 'iotal,  105.  , 

The  most  enthusiastic  joy  Avas  manifested 
throughout  every  part  ot  (he  United  States,  on 
the  arrival  of  advices  of  this  engagement.  Cap- 
tain Hull  and  his  men  received,  wherever  tliey 
appeared,  (he  nio»t  unbounded  applauses.  Thanks 
Mere  voted  by  Congress,  and  hy  several  public 
bodies;  and  Congress  appropriated  fJO,000  doU 
Jars,  to  be  given  to  the  officers  and  ciew  of  the 
Constitution,  as  an  indemnification  for  the  loss 
sustained  hy  the  destruction  of  the  Guerriere. 

Her  navy  was  the  chief  boast  of  England,  and 
on  it  was  her  chief  reliance;  yet  she  Avas  des- 
tined to  meet  her  greatest  wounds  and  disasters 
on  the  watery  element. 

On  the  17th  July,  the  British  appeared  before 
Sacket's  Harbour,  with  the  Royal  George,  of  24 
guns,  the  Prince  Reg«'nt,  of  2i.  Elmira,  of  20, 
Seneca,  of  18,  and  another  armed  vessel,  A 
message  was  sent  ashore,  demanding  the  sur- 
^endei'  of  the  American  vessel  of  war,  the  One- 
ida 5  and  albo  the  late  British  schooner^  J^[elson^ 
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seized  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws.  A 
compliance  with  this  demand  being  perempto- 
rily refused,  the  enemy  advanced  within  gun- 
shot. A  firing  began  from  a  32  pounder  ashore, 
and  was  returned  by  the  squadron,  which  stood 
off  and  on.  A  brisk  cannonading  was  continued 
for  more  than  two  hours,  when  a  shot  from  the 
32  pounder  having  raked  the  flag  ship  of  the 
enemy,  as  she  was  wearing  to  give  another 
broadside,  the  squadron  fired  a  few  guns,  and 
bore  away  for  Kingston,  the  citizens  greeting 
them  with  the  good  old  tune  of  «*  Yankee  Doo- 
dle," from  all  the  music  at  the  post.  The  Bri- 
tish shipping  appeared  to  be  much  injured.  Not 
a  man  lost  on  the  American  side. 

The  steadiness  of  the  American  troops,  and 
the  alacrity  with  which  the  neighbouring  detach- 
ments and  volunteers,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
3000,  assembled  for  the  protection  of  this  im- 
portant post,  was,  at  this  early  stage  of  the  war, 
a  pleasing  presage  of  what  might  be  hereafter 
expected,  when  men  would  become  more  inured 
to  danger.  Col.  Bellinger  commanded  the  A- 
merican  troops.  Capt.  Woolsey,  who  command- 
ed the  Oneida,  having  sailed  from  the  harbour, 
and  reconnoitered  the  enemy,  returned  and 
moored  his  vessel,  with  a  spring  on  her  cable, 
near  the  battery;  and  giving  the  command  of 
her  to  his  lieutenant,  he  went  ashore  and  took 
command  of  the  32  pounder,  which,  under  his 
direction,  did  very  considerable  damage  to  the 
enemy. 

The  B>igate  Essex,  Captain  Porter,  sailed  on 
a  cruise,  from  New -York,  on  the  3d  July,  and 
arrived  in  the  Delaware,  the  7th  September. 
On  the  13th  August,  the  Essex  fell  in  with  th© 
British  sloop  of  war  Alert.    The  Alert  bore 
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down,  anil  commenced  an  aetion,  which  lasted 
eight  minutes;  she  was  much  cut  to  pieces,  had 
seven  feet  water  in  her  hold  wlien  she  struck, 
and  tliree  men  wounded.  The  Essex  received 
no  injury. 

Captain  Porter  having  thrown  the  guns  of  the 
Alert  overhoard,  despatched  her  as  a  cartel  to 
St.  John's,  in  Newfoundland,  with  about  500 
prisoners  which  he  had  taken  in  the  Alert,  and 
from  other  captured  vessels. 

This  measure  was  adopted  in  consequence  of  a 
written  agreement  between  Captain  Porter  of 
the  Essex,  and  Captain  Laugharne  of  the  Alert. 
It  was  calculated  to  convenience  both  parties^ 
and  to  lessen  the  evils  of  warfare.  A  proposi- 
tion originating  in  the  humanity  of  the  American 
commander  ought  to  have  been  met  by  the  most 
prompt  and  faithful  acquiescence  by  the  prison- 
ers, and  the  British  commanders.  Lieutenant 
P.  Wilmer  was  sent  in  command  of  the  Alert, 
which  was  to  be  sailed  by  her  own  crew,  so  great 
was  the  confidence  placed  in  their  honour  ;  yet  it 
appears  that  the  crew  took  the  command  of  the 
vessel  from  Lieutenant  Wilmer,  and  went  on 
shore  without  submitting  in  any  manner  to  his 
controul.  Admiral  Sir  T.  Duckworth,  who 
command<*d  at  St.  John's,  countenanced  this  con- 
duct in  the  first  instance,  but  afterwards  submit- 
ted  to  the  arrangement,  which,  he  nevertheless, 
contended,  was  "  utterly  into  insistent  with  the 
laws  of  war." 

Governor  Prevost,  of  Lower  Canada,  issued 
a  proclamation  on  the  19th  September,  by  which 
all  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  ordered  to 
quit  Ca.iada  by  the  15th  of  October;  till  which 
time  they  may  depart  with  Hieir  moveable  pro- 
perty,  by  permission  of  three  of  the   council. 
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After  that  time,  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  found  in  Canada,  vf'iU  be  treated  as  a  pri- 
soner of  war,  unless  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance. 

A  considerable  force  having  been  assembled  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Niagara  river,  under  the 
command  of  Maj»  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Reiasselaer, 
with  the  view,  as  was  generally  understood,  of 
effecting  a  descent  upon  the  British  province  of 
Upper  Canada;  a  strong  and  impatient  desire 
was  discovered  among  the  troops  to  try  their 
strength  against  the  enemy.  This  gradually  rose 
to  such  a  height,  that  resistance  to  it  seemed 
scarcely,  if  at  all  possible  ;  patriotism  w  as  pass- 
ing the  limits  of  subordination.  <*  This  (says 
the  general  in  his  official  communication  to  Gen. 
Dearborn)  was  expressed  to  me  through  various 
channels,  in  the  shape  of  an  allernatire  ;  that 
they  must  have  orders  to  act;  or,  at  allhazards^ 
they  would  go  homeJ^ 

Impelled  by  this  consideration,  the  general 
made  dispositions  for  the  intended  attack  on  the 
British  post  at  the  heights  of  Queenstown.  Some 
information  gained  from  a  person  who  was  en- 
gaged to  pass  over  to  Canada,  and  who  returned 
safe,  seemed  to  warrant  an  attack,  which,  be- 
sides the  immediate  object  might  have  a  con- 
trolling effect  upon  the  movements  at  Detroit, 
where  it  was  understood  the  British  General 
Brock  had  gone,  v/ith  all  the  force  he  could  spare 
from  the  Niagara  frontier. 

An  intention  to  transport  troops  across  the 
rivpr,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  October,  was 
frustrated  through  means  of  a  boatman,  selected 
for  his  skill  and  steadiness  ;  but  who,  going  a- 
head  in  the  extreme  darkness,  passed  the  intend- 
ed place  far  up  the  river^  and  tli¥re  fastened  his 
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feoat  (o  the  shore,  and  abandoned  the  detachment. 
In  lliis  front  boat  nearly  every  oar  beh^nging  to 
all  the  b<»ats  were  deposited.  The  expedition 
was  given  up,  and  the  detachment  returned  to 
camp. 

This  circumstance,  so  far  from  damping  the 
ardour  of  tbe  troops,  seemed  to  give  additional 
force  to  the  desire  of  encountering  the  enemy, — 
A  second  attempt  was  determined  on. 

A  detachment  from  the  13th  regiment  con- 
sisting of  about  300  men  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Chrystie,  and  about  ,^00  militia,  command- 
ed by  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  received  orders  from 
the  general  to  cross  the  Niagara  River  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  inst.  which  was  in  part  ef- 
lected  before  day,  under  a  very  heavy  and  de- 
structive fire  of  grape  and  musket  shot  from  the 
British. 

In  crossing  the  river,  three  boats  with  troops 
one  of  which  contained  Lieut.  Col  Chrystie, 
were  carried  by  the  rapid  current  of  the  river 
far  below  the  point  of  landing;  and  as  soon  as 
^Col.  Chrystie's  lioat  touched  the  shore  the  only 
guide  to  the  ground  left  the  colonel. 

In  consequence  of  this  disaster  not  more  than 
200  men,  at  first  efl^ected  a  landing.  Those  few, 
however,  marched  on  under  a  heavy  fire,  and 
formed  a  line  on  the  front  of  the  battery,  where 
they  were  sheltered  by  a  bank,  upon  the  suu)mit 
of  whicli  there  was  a  battery,  which  had  proved 
very  destructive  to  officers  and  men.  From  the 
fire  of  this  battery,  and  that  of  a  house  on  their 
right  bank.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  was  wounded, 
and  likewise  Capt.  Armstrong.  Capt.  Lawrence, 
Capt  Wool,  and  Ijieut.  Lent;  killed,  Lieut,  Val- 
ieau  and  Ensign  Morris,  all  of  the  13th. 

Gol,  Van  Rensseiaer's  wounds  were  severe,  at 
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ball  passed  through  his  right  thigh,  entering  just 
below  the  hip  bone ;  another  shot  passed  tliroiigh 
the  same  thigh  a  little  below  ;  a  third  through 
the  calf  of  his  leg,  and  a  fourth  cartoused  his 
beel.  Lieut.  Col.  Clir^stie  did  not  arrive  until 
some  time  after  this,  and  was  wounded  in  his 
band,  in  passing  the  rivei-.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer 
was  still  able  to  stand;  and,  with  great  presence 
of  mind,  ordered  his  men  to  proceed  and  storm 
the  fort. 

Sixty  detern^ined  men,  led  by  Capt.  Ogilvie, 
seconded  by  Capt.  Wool,  (though  wounded)  and 
Ijieut.  Kearney,  Lieut.  Carr,  Lieut.  Ilugginan, 
and  Lieut.  Sammons,  Ensign  Reeve,  of  the  l;3th, 
LieuL.  Randolph,  and  Lieut.  Gansevoort,  ciicu- 
itously  mounted  tlie  heights,  gave  three  cheers, 
and  immediately  charged;  and,  after  the  third 
charge,  gained  complete  possession,  which  they 
kept  about  ten  hours.  Among  those  sixty  were 
ten  of  the  militia.  During  the  time  they  had 
possession  of  the  heights,  they  received  some  re- 
inforcement. Lieut,  Col.  Chrystie  effrcted  his 
landing,  and  a  body  of  militia*  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  about  500.  Col.  Scott  superseded  Captc 
Ogilvie  in  the  command  ;  soon  after  which  the 
British  received  a  reinforcement  from  Forts 
George  and  Chippawa,  amounting  to  about  1100, 
including  Indians.  The  Indians  were  soon  re- 
pulsed and  driven  to  the  wood. 

Capt.  Ogilvie,  of  the  13th  regiment,  who  led 
the  detachment  that  succeeded  in  taking  the  re- 
doubt upon  the  heights,  was  much  exposed  while 
at  the  top  of  the  precipice;  he  resolutely  continu- 
ed brandishing  his  sword  as  a  signal  to  his  men 
to  advance.  The  exertions  of  Capt.  \\  ool,  in 
urging  on  bis  men,  after  be  was  wounded,  were 
s^pirited  and  conspicuous* 
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After  this,  both  parties  >vere  considerably  re- 
inforced, and  tlic  conflict  became  severe  and 
general  ;  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  retreat  at 
every  point  of  atta^'k,  and  tlie  ron(c  was  follow- 
ed up,  with  great  spirit  l)y  tiic  Americans. 

Reinfoiccmcnts  continued  to  arrive  under  Capt; 
Gibson,  of  the  artillery,  Captains  Maekesney  and 
Lawrence,  of  the  infantry;  and  Colonels  Mead, 
Allen,  and  Stranahan,  of  the  militia.  A  little 
foefoi'e  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Gen.  Wads- 
Avorth,  Lieut.  Col.  Chrystie,  and  Maj.  Mullany* 
passed  over.  The  enemy,  at  this  moment,  re- 
ceived a  reinforcement  of  several  hundred  Indi- 
ans from  Chippawa,  and  commenced  a  furious  at- 

*  This  statement  is  given  from  the  best  account 
that  could  be  procured.  The  compiler  has  Cob 
Mullany's  authority  in  saying,  that  this  was  the  fifth 
time  he  passed  over  during  the  engagement.  From 
an  official  report  of  Col.  MuUany  to  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selear,  dated  5th  Jan.  1813,  (the  original  of  which 
is  in  the  office  ot"  the  War  Department,  but  which 
has  not  been  published)  the  following  extract  is 
given  ; 

"  I  cannot  in  justice  close  this  communication, 
without  expressing  my  astonishment  at  the  omission' 
of  its  (Col-  Mullany's  detachment)  arduous,  its  des- 
perate duties  in  your  official  detail  of  that  day,  al- 
though indifferent  as  to  myself,  satisfied  I  will  yet 
have  justice  done,  when  the  scenes  of  that  eitterprize 
are  better  known.  Many  of  my  officers  merited  a 
full  share  of  public  notice  ;  and,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  you.  Sir,  to  a  want  of  cojrect  information,  I 
ascribe  the  cause  of  complaint.'* 

Gen.  Van   Rensselaer,  in  reply  to  Col,  Mullany, 
dated  Albany,  Jan.  23,   1813,   acknowledges  and  re- 
grets the  omission  in  his  official  detail,  in  winch  'he 
services  of  the  Col,  and  his  command  were  omitted, 
£ 
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tack,  but  were  promptly  met,  and  routed  by  the 
rifle  and  bayonet.     Victory  seemed  complete. 

The  General  observing  a  hesitation  in  the  em- 
barkation of  troops,  he  passed  over  to  aceellerate 
their  movements.  Could  the  details  of  this  day 
be  here  closed,  all  would  be  honour,  all  would 
be  glory  to  the  American  character.  But  it  must 
be  recorded  ;  alas  !  it  cannot  be  concealed,  that 
no  persuasion  of  the  general,  or  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Bloom,  who,  although  wounded,  rode  through  the 
camp,  nor  of  judge  Peck,  who  also  exerted  him- 
self on  this  occasion,  could  influence  the  remain- 
ing troops  to  pass  into  the  boats.  A  large  rein- 
forcement from  Fort  George,  soon  afterwards 
was  seen  coming  up  the  river;  this  reinforce- 
ment obliqued  to  the  right  from  the  road,  and 
formed  a  junction  with  the  Indians  in  the  rear 
of  the  heights. 

'J'he  superiority  in  numbers  of  the  British  and 
their  Indian  allies  induced  the  American  oflicers 
to  hold  a  consultation,  at  which  they  were  dis- 
posed to  dispute  the  ground  they  held  ;  but  a 
note  was  received  from  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  in- 
forming them  he  could  aflTord  them  no  assistance, 
and  that  he  would  cover  their  retreat  at  the  bat- 
tery at  Fort  Grey,  and  furnish  boats  to  re-cross 
the  river ;  and  finding  by  Col.  Stranahan  that 
the  militia  would  no  longer  act,  a  retreat  was  re- 
solved upon.  They  retreated  in  good  order,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man,  to  the  margin  of  the  river 
but,  to  their  extreme  mortification,  not  a  boat 
was  their  to  receive  them,  nor  did  any  ari*ive. 
After  remaining  in  this  extremely  painful  situa- 
tion about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  this  little  band 
surrendered  to  about  five  times  their  number. 

Previous  to  this,  however,  a  colunm  of  British 
regulars  advanced,  commanded  by  Gen.  Brock. 
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'Tlie  British  Generars  horse  was  killed  hy  a  pri- 
vate of  tlie  name  of  Wilkiow,  wlio  was  enlisted 
in  Orange  county  ;  shortly  after  which  the  gen- 
eral himself  fell,  within  pistol  shot  of  the  Ame- 
rican troops. 

The  enemy  consisted  of  a  part  of  the  i<9th  re- 
giment, who  with  Gen.  Brock,  had  signalized 
ihemselves  in  Egypt,  and  from  their  valour  were 
called  the  invincibles.  Before  this  they  had  ne- 
Ycr  been  known  to  give  an  inch  of  ground,  and 
acknowledged,  after  the  surrender,  they  had  ne- 
ver fought  with  such  brave  men.  They  treated 
theii*  prisoners  with  tenderness  and  respect,  and 
allowed  them  as  much  merit  as  brave  men  could 
desire.  The  number  of  American  troops  killed 
amounted  to  not  more  than  60,  and  about  100 
were  wounded.  The  number  of  prisoners,  inclu- 
ding the  wounded,  amounted  to  about  700. 

But  the  victorious  enemy,  though  generous 
and  tender  to  those  who,  by  the  fortune  of  war, 
had  fallen  into  their  power,  imposed  no  restraint 
npon  their  Indian  allies  from  stripping  and  sealp» 
ing  the  dying  and  the  slain  that  remained  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  Capt.  Ogilvie  himself  saw 
the  lifeless  body  of  Ensign  Morris  stripped  even 
of  its  shirt,  and  the  skull  of  one  who  had  been 
wounded,  was  seen  cloven  by  a  tomahawk. 

The  general,  in  his  official  despatches^  bears 
evidence  to  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  all 
engaged  ;  noticing,  in  particular.  Gen.  Wads- 
worth  ;  Cols.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Scott ;  Lieut. 
Cols.  Chrystie,  Fenwick,  Bloom,  Allen,  Stran- 
ahan,  and  Mead  ;  Majors  Spencer,  Moseley,  and 
luush  ;  Captain  Gibson,  Lieut.  Smith,  and  En- 
sign Grosvener, 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  resigned  the 
command  of  the  army,  on  the  Niagara  frontier^ 
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to  Bi*igatlier.  General  Smyth,  on  llie  14tli  Oe» 
lober. 

Oil  the  lOih  November,  General  Smyth  pub- 
lished a  proclamation  from  his  camp  near  Buf- 
faloe.  As  this  document  became  the  subject  of 
jnueh  comment,  it  is  given  here  in  full.  It  was 
in  the  following  words  : 

TO    THE    MEN    OF    NEW-YORK. 

For  many  years  you  have  seen  your  country  op- 
pressed with  numerous  wrongs.  Your  government, 
although  abovp  all  others,  devoted  to  peace,  have 
been  forced  to  draw  the  sword,  and  rely  for  redress 
of  injuries  on  the  valour  of  the  American  people. 

That  valour  has  been  conspicuous.  But  the  na- 
tion has  heen  unfortunate  in  the  selection  of  some 
of  those  who  directed  it.  One  army  has  been  dis- 
gracefully surrendered  and  lost.     Another  has  been 

the  strongest  point  of  the  enemy's  lines,  with  most 
incon»petent  means.  The  cause  of  these  miscar- 
riages is  apparent.  The  commanders  were  popular 
men,  "  destitute  alike  of  theory  and  experience"  in 
tJie  art  of  war. 

In  a  few  days,  the  troops  under  my  command,  will- 
plant  the  American  standard  in  Canada.  They  are 
men  accustomed  to  obedience,  silence,  and  steadi- 
ness.    They  will  conquer,  or  tbey  will  die. 

Will  you  stand  with  your  arms  folded,  and  look 
on  this  interesting  struggle  ?  are  you  not  related 
to  the  men  who  fought  at  Bennington  and  Saratoga  ? 
Has  the  race  degenerated  ?  Or  have  you,  under  the 
baneful  influence  of  contending  factions,  forgot  your 
country  ?  Must  I  turn  from  you,  and  ask  men  of 
the  sijc  nations  to  support  the  government  of  the  ' 
United  States  ?  Shall  I  imitate  the  officers  of  the 
British  king,  and  suffer  our  ungathered  laurels  to 
be  tarnished  by  ruthless  deeds  f  Shajne,  where  is 
thy  blush  ?  No.  Where  I  command,  the  vanquish- 
ed and  the  peaceful  man,  the  child,  the  maid,  and 
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the  matron,  shall  be  secure  from  wrong.     If  we  con* 
quer,  we  will    "  conquer  but  to  save." 
Men  of  KeW'York  ! 

The  present  is  the  hour  of  renown.  Have  you  not 
a  wish  for  fame  ?  Would  you  not  choose  in  lu'ure 
times  to  be  named  as  one  of  those ^  who,  imitatinij  the 
heroes  whom  Montgomery  led,  have,  in  spite  of  the 
seasons,  visited  the  tomb  of  the  chief,  and  conquered 
the  country  where  he  lies  ?  Yes.  You  desire  your 
share  of  fame.^  Then  seize  the  present  moment.  If 
you  do  not,  you  will  regret  it;  and  say,  "  the  valiant 
have  bled  in  vain  ;  the  friends  of  my  country  fell — 
and  I  was  not  there.'* 

Advance  then  to  our  aid.  I  will  wait  for  you  a 
few  days.  I  cannot  give  you  the  day  of  my  de- 
parture. But  come  on.  Come  in  companies,  half 
companies,  pairs,  or  singly.  I  will  organize  you  for 
a  short  tour.  Ride  to  this  pLice,  if  the  distance  is 
far,  and  send  back  your  horses.  But  remember,  that 
every  man  who  accompanies  us,  places  himself  un- 
der my  command,  and  shall  submit  to  the  salutary 
restraints  of  discipline. 

ALEX.  SMYTH, 
Brig.  General. 

Cdinfi^  near  Buffaloe^  Kov.  10,  1812. 

This  proclamation  had  the  effect  of  bringing 
to  the  froniier  a  very  considerable  number  of 
volunteers,  men^  who  lived  the  hardy  life  of  farm- 
ers, were  accustomed  to  the  woods,  knew  well  the 
use  of  the  rifle,  and  feared  Indians  as  little  as  they 
did  Englishmen. 

On  the  17th  November,  Gen.  Smyth  issued  a 
public  address  to  his  soldiers,  preparatory  to  an 
immediately  intended  entrance  into  the  enemy's 
territory.  The  sentiments  contained  in  this  ad- 
dress are  noble,  humane,  and  soldierly.  From 
such  a  general  and  such  an  army,  the  public  e^ 
^cted  a  very  successful  carapaign<, 
.B-2- 
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On  the  morning  of  the  2ist  November,  1812,  a 
heavy  cannonade  wtCs  opened  upon  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Niagara,  from  all  the  batteries  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  George,  consisting  of  five 
detached  batteries,  two  mounting  2i  pounders? 
one  mounting  a  9,  and  two  mortar  batteries.  The 
firing  continued  thirteen  hours :  some  buildings 
were  set  on  fire  by  the  hot  shot  from  the  enemy, 
but  extinguished  witliout  doing  material  injiH-y. 

The  garrison  ut  Niagara,  in  return,  opened  a 
tremendous  and  well  directed  fire  wilii  hot  shot. 
The  town  of  Newark  was  several  times  in  flames, 
as  also  the  centre  buihling  in  Fort  George.  Capt. 
M'Keon  commanded  a  12  pounder  in  the  S.  E<, 
block-house,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  u- 
sual  gallantry  and  skill.  Capt.  Jacks,  of  the  7th 
regiment  militiu-artillery.  commanded  a  6  pound- 
er oTi  the  N.  block-iiouse,  and  together  with  a 
part  of  his  own  company,  though  placed  in  a  sit- 
uation most  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
maintained  their  position  like  veteians.  Lieut* 
3?ees  of  the  artillery,  had  command  of  an  IS 
pounder  on  the  S.  F.  battery:  until  10  o'clock, 
when  he  received  a  wound,  which  compelled  him 
to  resign  the  command  to  Capt.  Leonard,  of  the 
artillery.  Lieut. Wendell,  of  the  3d  artiilerv,  com- 
manded an  IS  and  a  4pi;under  on  the  W.  battery, 
Dr.FIooper,  of  the  militia, commanded  a  6  pound- 
er  on  the  mess-house  ;  Lieuts.  Ganesvoort  and 
Harris  had  the  command  of  the  salt-battery  at 
Youngstown,  mounting  one  1 8  and  a  4  pcunder. 
These  several  posts  were  maintaitied  with  reso- 
lution, judgment,  and  great  cflTect.  Lieut.  Col. 
Gfay  commanded  the  artillery,  and  gave  the 
aiosi  satisfactory  proof  of  his  zeal  ;;nd  science, 
M  .jor  \  rut  stead  of  the  corps  of  engiiieers,  was 
ihdefatigablc  in  extending  his  exertions  to  all 
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parts  of  the  garrison.  I/ieiit.  Col.  George  Me.. 
Feelv  coininanded  the  (bit.  'i'he  Aiiieriean  loss 
consisted  of  4  killed,  and  7  wounded. 

"JMie  hopes  which  General  Snivth  had  raised  by 
his  proclamation  were  not  to  be  realized.  Twice 
the  troops  embarked,  and  as  often  disembarked, 
Pul)Iie  opinion,  hitherto  on  the  side  of  General 
Sm}  th,  now  began  to  veer.  His  courage  as  well 
as  his  patriotism  was  questioned ;  censure  was 
followed  by  insult  and  menace.  The  project  of 
invasion  was  finally  abandoned.  The  volunteers 
Avere  dismissed,  and  the  army  ordered  into  win- 
ter quarters.  Thus  ended  ihe  operations,  for 
this  season,  of  (he  army  of  the  centre. 

Gen.  Sn\vth  justified  himself  on  the  grounds 
that  he  had  directions  not  to  pass  over  with  less 
than  3000  men ;  that  he  could  not  prevail  on 
more  than  1500  men  to  embark  ;  and  that  an  at- 
tack on  the  enemy  under  such  circumstances,  was 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  council  of  his  officers. 
<«  My  orders  (says  the  general,  in  reply  to  a 
committee  from  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  west- 
ern counties  of  New- York)  were  to  pass  into  Ca- 
nada with  3000  men  at  once.  On  the  first  day 
of  embarkation  not  more  than  1*00  men  were 
embarked,  of  whom  400.  that  is,  half  of  the  re- 
gular infantry,  were  exhausted  with  fatigue  and 
>vant  of  rest.  On  the  sectmd  embarkation,  only 
1500  men  were  embarked,  and  these  were  to  have 
put  off  immediately,  and  to  have  descended  the 
river  to  a  point  where  reinforcements  were  not 
to  be  expected.  On  both  days,  many  of  the  re- 
gular troops  were  men  in  bad  hea'th  wlio  could 
net  liave  stood  one  day's  march  ;  who,  although 
Ihey  were  on  the  sick  report,  were  turned  out  by 
their  ardent  officers." 

This  reply  was  dated  Sd  December,     On  the 
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8th  of  the  same  month,  General  Peter  B.  Porter 
gave  notioe  in  the  Buifaloe  Gazette,  that  he  Avould 
soon  publish  a  "  true  account  of  some  of  the  most 
prominent  transactions  of  those  days."  In  this 
notice  General  Porter  ascribes  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  to  the  cowardice  of  General  Smyth. 

General  Smyth  must  remain  convicted,  in  the 
•yes  of  the  world,  of  falsehood  and  cowardice,  if 
he  continued  passive  under  such  charges.  Mo- 
dern chivalry  pointed  out  the  course  which  must 
be  pursued.  General  Smyth  sent  a  challenge  to 
General  Porter,  which  the  latter  accepted. 

The  parties  passed  over  to  Grand  Island,  on 
the  13th  December ;  a  shot  was  exchanged,  in  an 
intrepid  manner,  but  w  ithout  effect,  when,  on  the 
suggestion  of  General  Smyth's  second,  a  mutual 
explanation  and  reconciliation  took  places  and 
the  parties  separated. 

General  Porter,  on  the  following  day,  deliver- 
ed the  promised  statement  of  transactions  to  the 
editor  of  the  Buffaloe  Gazette,  in  which  paper 
it  accordingly  appeared. 

The  statement  is  plain  and  satisfactory;  and 
divested  of  that  asperity,  which  was  probably  in- 
tended to  accompany  it. 

In  this  statement,  it  is  represented,  that,  on 
the  27th  November,  there  were  collected  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Niagara,  4500  effective  men ; 
that  the  vessels  collected  for  the  purpose,  wei  e 
sufficient  for  the  transportation  of  3550  men; 
that  the  number  of  men  actually  embarked  were 
estimated  to  consist  of  between  2000  and  2600  ; 
that  about  2000  more  men  were  paraded  on 
shore,  seemingly  ready  to  cross;  that  several 
boats  of  8uffl<.ient  capacity  to  carry  about  1000 
men  were  still  lying  unoccupied  ;  and  that  the 
enemy,  estimated  at  about  500  men,  were  drawQ^ 
up  in  a  line;  at  about  half  a  mik  from  the  rirei^ 
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As  a  proof  of  what  eouUl  be  cffeoted,  had  the 
men  been  perniiUed  to.  pass  over,  General  Por- 
ter slates  the  bravery  and  success  with  wliich 
a  detachment  which  crossed  over  by  direction 
of  General  Smytli,  accomplished  its  mission ; 
having  completely  routed  the  enemy,  spiked  his 
cannon,  and  taken  several  prisoners.  «*  Out  of 
12  naval  officers,  who  cir.barked  in  this  enter- 
prize,  nine  of  them,  (says  General  Porter.)  with 
more  than  half  their  men,  were  killed  or 
wounded." 

General  Smyth,  in  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Inteliigencer,  dated  :23th  January,  1813, 
refutes  the  statement  of  General  Porter. 

"  I  affirm,  (says  General  Smyth,)  that  on  the  27th 
November,  there  were  collected  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Black  Rock,  not  more  than  3500  effective 
men,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of 
every  corps  under  my  command;  not  more  than 
1500  of  those  were  liable  to  be  ordered  to  cross  the 
Niagara,  according  to  opinions  generally  received. 
On  the  21st,  there  were  J  050  good  troops  embarked^ 
and  also  as  many  irregular  volunteer*  as  occupied 
five  boats,  estimated  at  '50  On  the  morning  of  the 
1st  December,  the  number  of  men  armed  with  mus- 
kets, who  were  at  the  navy-yard,  embarked  or  not 
embarked,  did  not  exceed  2000  men.'* 

In  this  refufution.  General  Smyth  insinuates 
that  General  Porter,  acting  as  contractor  to  the 
army,  was  not  prepared  to  supply  the  necessary 
rations,  having  on  the  30th  November  only  35 
barrels  of  flour  on  han«l,  **  not  two  pounds  of 
flour  to  each  man." — **  The  hostili<  of  General 
Porter  to  myself,  (says  General  Smyth,)  grew 
out  of  the  contract, 

While  the  expeditions  thus  progressed  from 
lU-desigu,  to  its  unavoidable  consequence,  iin-^ 
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successful  termination,  the  minor  expeditions  did 
honour  to  the  officers  who  commanded,  and  th& 
lew  men  who  were  engaged  in  them.  Among 
these  the  following  must  not  be  omitted. 

The  Brigs  Adams  and  Caledonia,  which  were 
surrendered  to  the  enemy  by  General  Hull,  at 
Detroit,  having  arrived  and  anchored  under  the 
British  Fort  Erie,  on  the  8th  October,  1812, 
Captain  Elliot,  of  the  navy,  who  had  arrived  at 
Black  Rock  the  same  day,  with  a  body  of  sailors 
from  New-York,  determined  on  an  attempt  to 
regain  them.  Having  made  the  necessary  dis- 
positions, he  advanced  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  October,  having  under  his  com- 
mand, 100  men  in  two  boats,  including  30  volun- 
teers from  the  array,  with  Captain  Townson,  and 
Lieutenant  Roache,  of  the  artillery;  at  3  o'clock 
he  was  along  side  the  vessels ;  in  ten  mi- 
nutes they  were  under  way,  and  the  prison- 
ers secured.  An  unfavourable  wind  obliged  them 
to  run  down  the  river,  by  the  forts,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  round,  grape,  and  cannister  shot* 
from  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  and 
flying  artillery ;  and  he  was  compelled  to  anchor 
about  40  yards  from  one  of  their  batteries;  the 
Caledonia  being  got  into  a  safe  position,  a  fire 
was  returned  from  the  guns  of  the  Adams,  as 
long  as  ammunition  lasted.  It  being  found  im^ 
possible  longer  to  withstand  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my, which  would  probalily  sink  the  vessel  in  a 
short  time,  he  was  compelled  to  cut  the  cable, 
and  drift  down  the  river,  out  of  reach  of  the  bat- 
teries, but  remained  still  exposed  to  the  flying 
artillery  ;  having  thus  dropped  astern  for  about 
10  minutes,  and  being  deserted  by  the  pilot,  he 
was  brought  up  on  the  shore  of  Squaw  island. 
Froin  this  place  be  sent  the  prisoners  on  shore^ 
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"with  much  difficulty ;  and,  having  himself  pass- 
ed from  tlie  biig  to  the  shore, he  soon  discovered 
tliat  about  forty  soldiers  had  crossed  in  a  boat, 
from  the  British  side,  and  boarded  tlie  biig;  but 
they  were  soon  compelled  to  abandon  her,  with 
the  loss  of  nearly  all  their  men.  During  the 
whole  of  the  morning,  both  sides  of  the  river 
kept  up  alternately  a  continual  fire  on  the  biig, 
and  so  much  injured  her,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  have  floated  her — she  was  of  course  destroy- 
ed. 

A  patrole  was  stationed  on  the  shore,  to  co» 
operate  in  case  of  emergency;  it  was  command- 
ed by  Lieut.  Col.  Scott,  of  the  artillery,  having 
under  him  Major  Mullany,  of  the  infantry,  as  a 
volunteer,  Major  Cuyler,  Aid  to  General  Hall, 
and  J.  Bankhead,  Brigade  Major  to  General 
Smyth's  brigade.  As  Majors  Mullany  and  Cuy- 
ler were  riding  close  together,  the  former  re- 
ceived ao  order  from  Col.  Scott  to  proceed  to 
the  navy.yard,  to  direct  two  boats  to  be  manned^ 
and  sent  lothe  assistanceof  the  captured  vessels; 
he  had  but  just  sprang  ahead,  in  execution  of  this 
order,  when  a  round  shot  from  the  enemy,  which 
passed  through  the  fore-sail  of  the  Adams, 
struck,  and  instantly  killed  Major  Cuyler,  and 
thus  deprived  the  service  of  a  brave  and  useful 
officer. 

Major  Young,  of  the  Troy  Militia,  command- 
ant of  a  detKchment  stationed  at  French  Mills, 
on  the  St.  Regis  river,  having  received  informa- 
tion that  a  party  of  the  enemy  liad  arrived  at 
the  village  of  St.  Regis,  and  that  more  were 
shortly  expected,  formed  a  resolution  to  take 
them  out  before  they  were  reinforced.  For  this 
purpose  he  marched  a  detachment  at  11  o'clock, 
on  the  night  of  the  21st  October,  crossed  the 
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river,  at  Grav's  Mills,  about  3,  and  at  5  in  the 
morning  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village, 
unexpected  by  the  enemy.  Here  the  major  made 
such  a  judicious  disposition  of  his  men  that  the 
enemy  were  entirely  surrounded,  and  after  a  few 
discharges,  surrender<^d  themselves  prisoners, 
with  the  loss  of  5  kiiled.  The  result  of  this  af- 
fair was,  the  capture  of  *0  prisoners,  with  their 
arms,  equipments,  ^^c.  one  stand  of  colours,  and 
two  batteaux,  without  a  man  of  our  party  being 
hurt.  They  g;;t  «ale  bat-k  to  camp  at  11  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  prisoners  were  sent  off  to 
Plattsburgh.  Major  Young  has  had  the  honour 
of  taking  the  first  standard  from  the  enem^  in 
the  piesent  war. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy,  during  these 
times,  were  not  to  them  equally  honourable  or 
important. 

The  village  of  Ogdensburg,  on  the  St.  Law^- 
renee,  was  bombarded  on  the  2d  Oct.  1812,  for 
3  hours,  from  Prescott,  opposite ;  between  20  and 
SO  twelve  and  nine  pound  shot  were  picked  up  in 
the  gardens  and  streets,  but  no  damage  was  done. 
The  firing  was  brought  on  by  the  attempt  of  a 
party  of  Americans  to  take  some  Canadian  boats, 
but  they  did  not  succeed.  The  garrison  at  Og- 
densburg consists  of  .=300  men,  under  General 
Brown,  from  Jcfterson  county. 

"^rhe  Sund;iy  following,  the  British  prepared 
40  boats,  with  from  10  to  16  armed  men  in  each, 
and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  with  which  they  ad- 
vanced to  storhi  the  town.  When  arrived  with- 
in a  short  distance,  our  troops  opened  a  warm 
iire  upon  them,  and  the  contest  continued  about 
two  hours,  when  the  British,  having  two  of  their 
boats  so  knocked  to  pieces,  as  to  ob'ige  them  to 
he  abandoned,  and  one  taken,  on  board  of  which 
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Vfcrc  6  men,  fled  preeipitately  to  PreseoK.  No 
ilainag;c  was  sustained  on  our  side. 

From  tlie  judicious  arrang'Mnents  made  by 
Col.  Benedict,  Capt.  Forsyth,  Capt.  Griffin,  Ma- 
jor £>imock,  Adjt.  Ilotclikiss,  Capt.  Hubbard^ 
Capt.  Benedict,  Capt.  M»Nif,  and  orliei-s  of  the 
troops  under  their  comniand,  as  directed  by 
Gen.  Brown,  had  the  eneujy  attempted  alandin,s^ 
an  immense  slaughter  must  have  ensued.  No 
person  could  have  been  more  attentive  than  Gen. 
Brown,  throu.i^h  the  whole  action.  Praise  is  al- 
so due  to  his  lield,  staff,  and  commissioned  of- 
ficers. 

By  this  action  the  British  are  taught,  that 
400  Yankees  will  not  decline  a  combat,  when  at- 
tacked by  1000  of  their  troops.  Cols.  Leth- 
bridge  and  Breckyaridge,  led  the  British  in  per- 
son. 

On  the  3d  October,  the  British  brig  Royal 
George,  went  into  the  Genessce  river,  a  id  cut 
out  the  schooner  Lady  Murray*  and  a  revenue 
cutter.  There  was  no  force  th^n  there  that 
could  resist  the  ens'my. 

The  national  pride  had  been  already  highly 
gratified  by  success  on  the  o.-ean ;  the  pub'ic 
eye  was  anxiously  directed  to  th.it  element,  ia 
expectation  of  further  glory.  The  public  hope 
was  not  to  be  disappointed. 

At  day  light  on  the  ISth  Oct.  1812,  about  the 
lat.  of  37  deg.  north,  and  Ion.  (5.^  d'\g.  west.  Cap- 
tain Jacob  Jones,  commanding  the  United 
States'  sloop  (►f  war  VV^asp.  of  IS  guns,  got 
sight  of  a  British  convov  of  six  V.ivge  am^'d 
merchant  sliips,  imder  protection  of  the  British 
sloop  of  war  Frolic  commanded  by  Ca'.)t.  Whin- 
yatcs.  A.  signal  was  made  by  the  Frolic  for 
<he  fleet  to  disperse.     At  30  minutes  past  eleven 
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A.  M.  an  engagement  commenced  between  iha 
two  sloops,  at  a  short  distance,  and  continued 
until  the  vessels  were  so  close,  that  the  ramn«ers 
'of  the  Wasp  were,  while  loading  the  last  broad- 
eide,  shoved  agaiqst  the  side  of  the  enen»y.  'J'he 
Frolic  was  hoarded  on  her  forecastle,  and  im- 
mediately surrendered.  The  manner  in  whicii 
this  engagement  was  maintained,  was  highly 
honourable  tjo  the  Americans.  The  Frolic 
mounted  22  guns  ;  sixteen  of  them  32  pound 
carronades,  and  four  12  pounders  on  the  main 
deck,  and  two  1 2  pounders,  carronades,  on  the 
topgallant  forecastle,  making  her  superior  in 
force  to  the  Wasp,  by  four  12  pounders.  On 
board  the  Wasp,  there  were  five  killed,  and  five 
"wounded.  The  exact  loss  of  the  enem;v  could 
not  be  ascertained,  as  many  of  the  dead  lay  buri- 
ed under  the  masts  and  spars  that  had  fallen  up- 
on the  deck,  which  two  hours  exertion  had  not 
sufficiently  removed.  Lieut.  Biddle,  who  had 
charge  of  the  Frolic,  states,  from  what  he  saw, 
and  by  information  from  the  officers,  the  number 
of  killed  must  have  been  thirty  ;  that  of  the 
wounded,  about  forty  or  fifty. 

Hie  Wasp  suffi^red  so  much  in  this  action, 
that  both  masts  fell  on  the  deck  a  few  minutes 
sifter  sej-arating  from  the  Frolic ;  every  brace, 
and  most  of  the  rigging,  had  been  shot  away 
during  the  action. 

In  this  state,  she  nearly  remained,  when,  in 
two  hours  after  the  action,  the  British  ship 
Poictiers,  of  74  guns,  hove  in  sight  ;  and,  soon 
after  took  possession  of  the  two  sloops,  and  or- 
dered them  for  Bermuda. 

The  captain  of  the  Frolic,  in  his  offieial  let- 
ter to  Admiral  Warren,  states  that  every  officer 
ivas  wouuded,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  men 
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*ither  killed  or  wounded  ;  tlierc  not  being  twenty 
persons  remaining  unhurt. 

Tlie  following  resolution  of  the  Coninnou 
Council  of  New- York,  will  show  the  high  light 
in  which  they  held  Capt.  Jones  and  liis  crew. 

"  Resolved^  That  an  elegant  sword  be  presented  to 
Captain  Jones,  late  of  the  United  States'  sloop  oi- 
war  Wasp,  and  also  the  freedom  of  this  city>  as  a 
testimony  of  the  high  opinion  this  Corporation)  en- 
tertain of  his  gallant  conduct,  in  capturing  the  Brit- 
ish sloop  of  war  Frolic  ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Common  Council  be  presented  to  his  brave  officerc 
and  crew.*' 

The  United  States'  frigate  United  States, 
Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  being  on  a  cruise,  fell 
in,  on  the  25th  October,  1812,  with  his  Britan- 
nic Majcstj^'s  frigate  Macedonian,  Captain  J» 
S.  Garden,  in  lat.  29,  N.  Ion.  29,  30,  VY.  and,  after 
an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  (17  minutes  of 
which  was  in  close  action,)  the  British  frigate 
was  captured.  The  Macedonian  was  of  ihe 
largest  class  of  British  frigates,  two  years  old, 
but  four  months  out  of  dock,  and  mounting  49 
guns,  (the  odd  one  shifdng.)  This  engagement 
gave  another  indisputable  proof  of  the  superi- 
ority  of  American  discipline  and  gunnery. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  was  as  follows  : 

On  board  tlie  United  States,  3  seamen,  2  ma-- 
rines,  1  boy — Total  killed,  5. 

Wounded,  1  lieutenant,  1  carpenter,  4  seameu^ 
1  marine—Total  wounded,  7 ;  of  whom,  Lieut. 
Funk,  and  John  Arcbibald,  died  of  their  wounds. 

On  board  the  Macedonian,  there  were  36  kil- 
led, and  08  wounded  ;  36  of  whom  severely. 

By  the  muster  roll  of  the  Macedonian,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were   seven  impressed  Ame^ 
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ricans  on  board,  during  the  action,  two  of  whom 
were  killed. 

The  United  States  and  Macedonian  ariivcd 
ofT^lontaiig  Point,  on  tite  4ih  December;  but 
^\ere  prevented  from  reaching  ^ew-Yoik  before 
tlie  first  day  of  the  new  jear,  1S13. 

On  the  arrival  of  Captain  i[uli  at  New- York, 
he  was  presented  hy  (he  corporation  of  the  city, 
with  the  frecdoii)  of  the  city,  in  a  gold  box.  As 
scon  as  Captain  Iluli  entered  tlie  council  cham- 
ber. fondncUd  by  aldermen  Fish  and  Mesier, 
and  General  Morton,  he  was  addressed  bv  his 
honour  De  ^Vitt  Clinton,  mayor  of  the  city,  in- 
an  appropriate  speech.  Captain  Hull,  with  all 
that  modesty  so  froqucntiy  allied  to  virtuous 
bravery,  made  a  short,  but  very  becoming  reply. 
The  i  aptain  then  took  the  freeman's  oath,  and 
retired,  amidst  an  immense  crowd,  whoiilled  the 
air  with  reiterated  huzzas.  On  the  following 
day,  a  splendid  naval  dinner  was  given  by  the 
coiporation  to  Captain  Hull,  Com.  Decatur, 
and  Captain  Jont  s,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  the  nerits  of  these  gentle- 
men. Nothing  was  omitted  to  render  this  din- 
ner trul.v  descrijtive  of  the  occasion,  and  the 
fee-ings  of  tbe  citizens. 

On  the  9tli  of  January  another  dinner  was  giv- 
en by  the  <oi  [.oration,  to  (be  crew  of  the  United 
States.  I'he  seaoicn  and  marines,  having  form- 
ed in  procession,  proceeded  fiom  the  place  of 
landing  to  the  Cit\  Hotel,  amidst  the  plaudits  of 
thousands  of  citizens.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
sailors,  and  they  being  seated,  they  were  address- 
ed by  Mv.  Yanderbilt,  with  hi>;  usual  energy  and 
perspicuity.  The  boatswain  made  a  short  reply, 
expressive  of  the  gratitude  of  his  shipmates,  and 
their  wish  for  a  further  opportunity  to  prove  their 
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dievotedness  to  their  country.  At  6  o'clock,  tlie 
procession  was  re-lbrnied,  when  they  proceeded 
to  the  Theatre,  at  the  express  wish  and  invita- 
tion of  the  managers,  who  reserved  the  pit  ex- 
clusively for  their  accommodation.  The  harmo- 
ny of  the  day  was  not  interrupted  by  a  singl©- 
irregularity. 

The  enemy  had  some  consolation,  (if  consola* 
tion  it  can  be  called.)  by  the  capture,  in  Novem- 
ber, of  tlie  United  States'  brig  of  war  Vixen,  of 
li  guns,  by  Lis  majesty's  frigate  Southampton^r 
of  .32  guns. 

Both  vessels  v/ere  w  recked  shortly  after<\'ards4» 
on  the  desert  Island  of  Conception ;  at  whicU 
lime  most  of  the  crew  of  the  Southampton,  throw- 
ing off  the  controul  of  their  officers,  refused  to 
do  duty. 

On  this  occasion,  the  intrepid  exertions  of  our 
tars,  aided  by  their  officers,  were  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  saving  the  moveable  property  onboard 
the  frigate.  So  sensible  was  Sir  James  Yeo  of 
the  generous  conduct  of  the  American  sailors, 
that  he  drew  them  up  on  the  island,  and  publicly 
thanked  them  in  the  warmest  terms. 

Although  a  patriotic  support  of  the  war  was 
the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  public  senti- 
ment, yet  there  was  a  strange  apathy  too  preva- 
lent, which  tended  not  a  little  to  render  its  early 
stage  unpropitious  to  the  country.  Something 
was  necessary  to  awaken  the  unroused  loyalty 
of  the  people.  Victory  might  have  that  effect  ; 
perhaps  defeat  was  a  more  powerful  agent.  I'he 
defeat  and  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull,  so  much  dis- 
appointed the  expectations  excited  by  the  gene- 
ral's proclamation,  that  it  is  impossible  to  depict 
the  first  effect.  The  mortification  of  disappoint- 
ment; added  to  the  serious  loss  of  a  iiue  ai'my^i 
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threw  a  temporary  gloom  over  the  citizens.—^ 
'1  his  sooii  gave  way  lo  resentment*  and  a  deter- 
mination to  wipe  off  the  <»  foul  stain."  The  spirit 
of  the  nation  rose,  and  that  of  '76  seemed  to  re- 
turn. I'his  sentiment,  which  pervaded  a  great 
proportion  of  the  nation,  was  most  powerful  in 
the  western  country.  All  felt  the  necessity  of 
immediate  action;  Kentucky  and  Ohio  may  be 
said  to  have  broken  loose;  an  army  Mas  ready, 
as  if  by  magic,  prepaied  to  avenge  the  late  dis- 
grace. A  leader  was  wanting — all  eyes  looked, 
\vith  a  common  impulse,  towards  the  hei'o  of 
Tippacanoe;  the  united  voice  of  the  people  call- 
ed on  the  governor  to  dispense  with  all  formali- 
ties;  and  William  HexNRy  Hakriso.v  was  ap- 
pointed a  major  general,  with  directions  to  take 
command  of  the  north  western  army.  This  ap- 
pointment was  confirmed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  exposed  situation  of  the  north  western 
frontier,  after  the  surrender  of  Hull,  required 
xhe  utmo«?t  exertions  for  its  protection,  it  was 
not  possible  entirely  to  avert  the  impending  dan- 
ger. 

The  Indians  had  already  commenced  their  sa- 
vage warfare,  by  an  attack  on  Fort  Dearborn, 
and  the  massacre  of  its  garrison.  Fort  Dearborn 
(Chicago)  was  but  a  weak  garrison,  consisting  of 
about  50  men,  there  were  also  in  it  a  few  wo- 
jnen  and  children.  A  large  body  of  Indians  ha- 
ving menaced  the  fort,  it  was  agreed  in  a  coun- 
cil, which  was  held  with  the  faitliless  tribes,  that 
the  gari'ison  should  be  spared  on  condition  t>f 
surrendering  the  place  without  resistance.  'I'hey 
marched  out  on  the  li^th  Sept.  and,  when  abou^ 
a  mile  from  the  fort,  were  iired  upon,  and  niur- 
dered,  with  the  exception  of  about  jLU  or  |^^ 
\vho  escapedi 
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Fort  Bel  view  (^ladison)  on  the  31ississi|)pi, 
ii^as  a((a^ke(l  on  llie  itii  iSipliinber,  by  the  In- 
dians, witli  all  the  despenuion  that  a  want  of 
real  courage  eouhl  inspire;  the  attack  Mas  re- 
newed daii^>  until  the  8th,  when  the  Indians,  af- 
ter suffl  I'inii;  vei'v  severely,  withdrew,  havini;  the 
brave  garrison  safe.  One  soldier,  who  v>as  out 
of  the  fort  when  the  attack  comnieneed,  was 
niassaci'ed  :  no  lives  were  lost  in  the  fort;  a:id 
only  one  man  wounded. 

About  11  o'e'ock  in  the  evening  of  the  4th 
September,  Fort  Harrison,  in  the  Indiana  Terri« 
tory,  was  attacked  by  a  vast  number  of  Indians. 
The  garrison  was  weak,  and  the  most  of  them, 
including  its  intiepid  commander,  Capt.  Z. I'ay- 
lor,  eitlier  sick  or  convalescent.  I'he  attack 
'was  continued,  in  a"  most  furious  manner,  until 
about  sun-rise  the  foHowing  morning,  when  the 
savages  retired,  driving  away  or  shooting  all  the 
cattle  they  could  iind. 

Several  expeditions  were  formed  against  the' 
Indians,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  keepi»jg  open  the  necessary  communications. 
Colonel  Hussell,  with  a  small  detachment  of  the 
United  States'  rangers,  proceeded  to  the  head 
of  the  Peori  Liike,  where  he  destroyed  the  cele- 
brated Pimertain's  town.  General  llopkins,  with 
about  1200  troops,  left  Fort  Harrison  on  the  11th 
December,  and  succeeded  in  destroying  several 
villages  along  the  Wabash  ;  a  party  of  62  that 
left  the  camp,  in  search  of  a  man  who  was  mis- 
sing, fell  in  with  a  large  force  of  horse  and  fo  >t 
Indians:  this  party  suffered  a  defeat,  with  a  loss 
of  16,  making,  with  the  missing  man,  17.  (jlen. 
Tiipper  defeat  d  a  numerous  body  of  British  and 
Indians,  near  the  Rapids  of  the  ]>Iiami :  the  dif- 
ficulty of  crossing  the  river;  and  want  of  provi- 
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sions,  Obliged  the  expedition  to  return,  having 
lost  4  killed;  and  one  being  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  with  600  men,  attacked  one  of  the 
Massissinewa  towns,  on  the  17th  and  18th  Dec. 
and  defeated  the  Indians,  after  a  most  desperate 
conflict :  the  American  loss  was  8  killed,  and  23 
wounded ;  the  Indian  town  was  burned,  Colonel 
John  B.  Campbell,  on  the  17ih  Nov.  attacked 
the  savages  at  a  town  on  the  Massissinewa, 
which  he  burned,  as  well  as  three  other  towns 
further  down  the  river,  killing  several,  and  tak- 
ing 37  prisoners;  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
Dec.  his  camp  was  attacked  b^  about  300  In- 
dians, who  were  defeated,  after  an  engagement 
of  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  The  loss  of 
the  Americans  in  these  affairs,  was  9  killed,  and 
about  35  or  40  wounded ;  about  40  of  the  In- 
dians were  killed.  The  Indians  also  suffered  a 
defeat  from  Col.  Williams,  commanding  the  Tenr 
nessee  troops. 

These  actions  were  well  calculated  to  inspire 
the  Indians  with  a  proper  respect  fur  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  and,  if  followed  up  with  continued  suc- 
cess, would  fend  to  estrange  the  savage  enemy 
from  his  British  ally  ;  but  a  sad  reverse  soon  oc- 
curred. 

A  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Winchester,  being  attacked  on  the  22d  Jan,  ISlSj, 
at  Frenchtown,  on  the  river  Raisin,  by  a  greatly 
superior  force  of  Indians  and  British,  aided  by 
several  pieces  of  artillery,  suffered  a  defeat.  The 
Americans  lost  no  honour  on  this  occasion  ;  they 
defended  themselves,  and  fought  with  despera- 
tion, even  beyond  the  time  when  prudence  and 
honour  would  have  sanctioned  a  surrender.  Gen. 
"Winchester,  being  himself  a  prisoner,  agreed  to 
a  surrender  of  the  troops  under  hk  command^on 
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condition  tliat  they  should  be  protected  against 
the  savages,  and  allowed  to  retain  their  private 
property  and  si(U^  arms.  ThirtA  -live  officers,  and 
i-90  non  coniniissioned  officers  and  jjrivates  were 
made  prisoners;  the  number  of  killed  v\as  con- 
siderable. 

The  prisoners  who  were  in  health  were  march- 
ed to  Maiden  ;  the  wounded  were,  contrary  to  ihe 
terms  of  capitulation,  left  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Indians.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  sucli  of 
the  wounded  as  were  unable  to  tia>el,  were  to- 
mahawked and  scalped. 

The  following  is -.  copy  of  tl#  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  (*ongress.  on  this  sni>ject  : 

"  The  massacre  of  he  23d  January,  after  the  capi- 
tulation, WaS  perpetrated  without  any  exertion  on 
their  part  to  pre.vent  it ;  indeed,  it  is  apparent,  from 
all  the  circumstances,  that  if  the  British  officers  end 
not  connive  ^t  their  destruction,  they  were  criminally 
indifferent  ab'  ut  the  fate  of  the  wounded  prisoners. 
But  what  marks  more  strongly  the  dei^radation  of 
the  character  of  the  Britis  )  soldiers,  is  the  refusal  of 
the  IdSt  offices  of  humanity  to  the  bodies  ot  thr  dead. 
The  bodies  of  our  countrymen  were  exposed  to  every 
indignity,  and  became  food  for  brutes,  in  the  sight  of 
men  who  affect  a  sacred  regard  to  the  dictates  of 
honour  and  religion — Low  indeed  is  the  character 
of  that  army,  which  is  reduced  to  the  confession, 
that  their  savage  auxiliaries  will  not  permit  them  to 
perform  the  rites  of  sepulture  to  the  slain.  The 
committee  have  not  been  abl  •  to  discover  even  the 
expression  of  detestation,  which  such  conduct  must 
inspire,  from  the  military  or  civil  autliority  on  the 
Canariian  frontier,  unlt^ss  such  detestation  is  to  be 
presumed  from  the  choice  of  an  Indiun  trophy,  as  an 
ornament  for  the  Legislative  Hall  of  Upper  Canada." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  who  survived  the 
battle  of  i-ienchtown,  held  at  Erie,  (Pa-)  tln^ 
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20th  Feb.  1813,  the  following  statement  and  re- 
solutions were  agreed  to. 

*'  Whereas  it  is  deemed  necessary,  that  our  fellow- 
citizens  should  be  informed  of  the  late  perfidious 
and  brutal  acts  of  the  British  government,  performed 
by  their  officers  at  the  battle  of  Frenchtown. 

Resolved^  That  the  following  statement  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  ofticers,  be  published  to  our 
countrymen : 

That  when  General  Winchester  was  taken  pri- 
soner, on  the  22d  January,  1813,  and  brought  before 
Colonel  Proctor,  the  British  commander,  he  directed 
the  commanding  ^fficer  of  the  Americans  (Major 
Madison)  to  surrei^er.  Major  Madison  refused  so 
to  do,  unless  those  who  surrendered  should  be  free 
from  savage  massacre ;  this  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the 
British  officers  pledged  themselves  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient force  with  the  wounded,  to  protect  them,  and 
that  they  should  be  conveyed  to  Maiden  the  next 
morning.  They  likewise  promised  to  return  to  the 
officers  their  arnsis  at  Maiden. 

Capt,  N.  G.  F.  Hart,  inspector  to  the  north-west- 
ern army,  being  among  the  wounded,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  his  friends,  that  they  should  carry  him 
with  them — this  they  were  preyented  from  doing,  by 
C>ipt  Elliot,  a  British  officer,  and  an  old  acquaintance 
of  Captain  Hart's,  who  promised  Capt.  H.  his  special 
protection — to  convey  him  in  his  own  sleigh  to  Mai- 
den that  evening,  and  informing  him  that  he  should 
be  welcome  to  remain  at  his  house  there,  until  he 
should  recover. 

These  were  the  firomiaea  of  the  British — Let  our 
countrymen  and  the  world  see  how  they  were  fulfilled. 

At  the  break  of  day  next  morning,  the  savages 
were  suffered  to  commit  every  defii  edation  upon  our 
^oundedy  ivhich  they  pleased.  jin  indiscrimi?iate 
slaughter  took  place  oj" all  who  ivere  unable  to  ivalk — 
many  ivere  tomahawked^  and  many  were  burned  alive 
in  the  houses,  Amo;  g  the  unfortunate  t'*  us  mur- 
dered, it  is  with  regret  and  sorrow  we  have  to  name 
paptains  Hart  and  Hickman. 
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The  arms,  of  the  officers,  as  promised,  were  never 
returned,  l.very  species  of  private  property  re- 
maining in  the  tents,  belonging  to  both  officers  and 
soldiers,  were  plundered  by  the  savages. 

Resolved^  That  in  consideration  of  the  high  re- 
spect we  hold  to  tne  memories  of  both  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  were  thus  cruelly  murdered,  by  per- 
mission of  the  British  commander  Proctor,  and  his 
subalterns,  and  those  who  gloriously  ftll  in  the,y?(?/^/, 
defending  the  only  f^ee  government  on  earthy  that 
each  of  us  wear  black  crape  on  our  hats,  and  left 
arm,  for  the  spare  of  ninety  days. 

Resolved,  That  a  similar  procedure,  testifying 
their  respect  for  those  who  were  murdered  and  fell 
^n  that  day,  be  recommended  to  our  brother  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  survived  it. 

SAMUEL  WILLIAMS,  President. 
John  Beckley,  Secretary.'* 

The  little  progress  hitherto  made  by  land,  a- 
gainst  the  enemy,  had  deterusined  the  congress 
and  the  general  government  on  adopting  a  more 
efficient  plan  of  warfare.  Several  new  appoint- 
ments of  offioers  were  made;  and  Commodore 
Cliauneey  >vas  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
lake  navy. 

The  commodore  arrived  at  Saokett's  harbour 
in  October,  1812.  His  great  exertions  enabled 
him  to  prepare  a  fleet  in  less  than  a  month,  with 
■which  he  r^^solved  to  try  his  fortune  on  the  lake, 
aHhoughthe  British  fleet  was  superior  in  number 
of  vessels,  guns,  and  men. 

Th«  commodore  sailed  from  Sackett's  harbour 
on  T.ake  Ontario.  On  the  8th  Nov.  fell  in  with 
and  chasod  the  Royal  George,  until  he  lost  sight 
of  her  in  the  night :  on  the  f  blowing  day  renew- 
ed the  chase,  and  followed  her  into  Kingston  bar- 
l)Qur,  where  he  engaged  her  and  the  batteries,  for 
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nearly  two  Lours — at  sun  down  he  hauled  off, 
being  obliged,  Uy  badness  of  the  weather,  to  re- 
turn to  Sackttt's  Harbour, 

The  Constitution  frigate,  having  undergone 
every  necessary  repair,  proceeded  from  Boston 
on  a  second  cruise,  in  October.  On  the  ^^9th 
December,  1812.  in  south  lat.  I3.  6.  and  west  Ion. 
38.  ten  leagues  distant  from  the  coast  of  Brazils, 
fell  in  with,  and  captured  his  Britanni<  Majest^^'s 
frigate  .Java,  after  an  act  it  n  of  1  hour  and  b5 
miiuites.  I'he  Java  carried  4y  guns,  vnd  ujjwards 
of  400  men,  and  was  commanih-d  by  Captain  H. 
Lambert,  a  brave  and  giiilant  officer.  The  Java 
was  so  perfect  a  wrrck,  that  it  seemed  extremely 
doubtful  whether  she  could  be  bi'O'ight  to  the 
United  States;  she  was  therefore  buimd  in  two 
days  after  being  captured. 

The  Java  had  been  lately  out  of  dock,  having 
undergone  a  thorough  re[>air  in  order  to  car  y 
out  Lieut.  Gen.  I]is!op,  who  was  going  as  com- 
mander in  chief  to  Bonsbay  Besides  her  lull 
con^plement  of  men,  the  Java  ha<!  upwards  of 
100  supernunierari*  s,  going  to  Brilish  ships  of 
war  in  the  East-Indies  ;  also  several  officers,  pas- 
sengers, going  out  on  pronoiion.  The  number 
of*  nien  v^as  considerably  more  than  <hat  of  the 
Constitution.  By  her  quarter-bill,  she  had  one 
man  more  stationed  at  each  gun  than  the  Co'istitu- 
ti<>n  had.  The  loss  on  board  the  Constitution  was 
"9  killed,  and  25  wounded.  'J'he  enenjy  had  fO 
killed,  and  lOt  wounded  ;  but  by  a  letter  >^ritf(  n 
on  boa!  d  the  Constitution,  by  one  of  the  cfficers 
of  the  Java,  and  accidentally  f^  »md,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  enem,\'s  wraindj  d  nnist  Ijave  becii 
eon'^iderably  greater:  the  letter  states  60  kiliid, 
fnd  170  woundid.  This  additional  number  of 
Wounded  men  have  probabiy  died  before  th^y 
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p©iild  be  removed.  Amon*;  tlie  wounded  on  board 
the  Constitution,  was  Captain  IJainbridi^-e,  the 
eomniafider  :  captain  Laniboi-t,  of  the  Java,  was 
wounded  mortaliy. 

General  Hisloj)  was  immediately  paroled  with 
the  offi  ers  of  his  staff;  and,  at  the  ivcpirst  of 
General  Mislop,  i:i  a  letter,  dated  St.  Salvador, 
Jan.  8,  1813,  all  the  officers  of  the  Java  were  in 
like  manner  paroled — Commodore  Bainhridi^e  rc- 
stoied  all  the  private  property  of  Gen.  llislop, 
iiieludini*  urficles  of  plate,  to  a  larj^e  amount. 

The  orp'iration  of  the  city  of  New-York  pre- 
sented Commodore  Buinhrid.s;e,  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  city,  on  the  8th  Did.  1813. 

Tlie  followiiiij;  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  of  Massachusetts,  the  l^th  Peb«'uary  : 

<'  Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Senate  be  giv- 
en to  Commodore  William  Bainbrid^e,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  under  ius 
com  lund,  for  their  brillia-it  ichievement  in  .captuiiug 
and  destroying  his  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Java; 
and  that  the  commodore  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate the  same  to  his  officers  and  crew  with  an  assur- 
ance from  this  branch  of  the  legi-Ialure,  that  they 
will  hold  in  grateful  remcnbrance,  those  who  fell  iji 
fighting  for  the  essential  and  violated  rights  of  their 
country." 

Aitiiou;*h  it  is  a  fact  established,  beyond  the 
power  of  cuntradiftion,  that  every  possible  indul- 
gence and  attenti(»n  were  exercised  toward  the 
crew  of^ihe  Java,  yet  were  some  of  her  offii-irs 
so  un*5rateful  as  to  charge  the  Americans  with 
having  ill  used  the  vanquished  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  in  reply  to  a  puldication  in  (he  British 
!Naval  Chronicle,  for  May,  18i+,  by  Thomas  Cook 
Jones,  surgeon  of  the  Java,  and  another  publiea^ 
tieo  in  the  same  paper,  for  Juae>  by  one  of  the 
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lieutenants  of  the  Jtiva,  charging  the  Americans 
witli  cruelty,  &:c.  Mr.  Ames  A.  Evans,  surgeon 
of  the  frigate  ConstHution,  published  in  the  Bos- 
ton Chronicle,  a  eompIeJe  refutation  of  the  British, 
slander,  concluding  with  the  following  words  : 

"  I  challenge  the  British  to  produce  a  solitary  in- 
^tance^  where  they  have  given  a  faithful  and  candid 
relation  of  the  result  of  their  actions  with  us  since  the 
dtclara;ion  of  the  present  war.  The^  have,  of  late, 
established  for  themselves  a  kind  of  national  charac- 
ter, that.  1  trust,  none  will  envj'  them  the  possession 
of;  they  have  proved,  that  although  they  may  not 
always  be  able  to  conquer  in  battle,  they  can  preva- 
ricate, defame  or  mistake,  with  as  mucii  ease  as  any 
nation  on  earth." 

Coinniudore  Rodgers  sailed  from  Boston  the 
8th  Oct.  1812,  on  his  second  cruise,  having  un- 
der his  command  the  frigate  President,  the  Unit- 
ed States,  Captain  Decatur  ;  Congress,  Captain 
Smith  ;  and  brig  Argus,  Captain  Sinclair.  The 
President  and  Congress  arrived  at  Boston  in  De- 
cember. During  their  cruise,  they  captured  the 
British  packet  Swallow,  with  168,000  dollars  on 
board,  and  British  ship  Argo,  laden  with  o:-l 
and  whalebone,  both  of  which  arrived  some  time 
before.  They  saw  no  enemy's  cruizers  but  the 
!Nymphe  and  Galatea,  which  they  chased,  but 
lost  sight  of  in  the  night.  I'he  squadron  have 
been  as  far  cast  as  long.  22,  and  to  the  south  as 
far  as  lat.  17  N.  From  the  1st  to  the  30th  Nov. 
they  never  saw  a  sail.  C)n  the  22d  October,  ly- 
ing to  in  a  gale,  the  President  sprung  her  main- 
mast badly,  and  on  the  21  st  Dec.  while  bing  to 
in  the  Oulph  Stream,  shipped  a  heavy  sea,  which 
swept  the  starboard  gangway,  started  the  boats, 
killed  2  men,  and  wounded  7.  The  President 
brought  in  50  prisoners. 
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The  specie  was  landed  IVoin  tlie  President,  at 
the  navy-vai'd  in  Cliarleslown,  iind  being  placed 
in  six  wag!4;ons,  ea<'li  cai'i'ving  tiic  national  co- 
lours, was  llius  carried  to  the  state  hank  in  Bos- 
ton, where  it  was  safely  deposited,  amidst  the 
liuzzas  of  tiiousruids  of  spectators. 

Tiie  (joivinio(h)re  parted  company  with  the 
United  Stales  and  Arj^us  the  lith  t»ctober. 

Tije  U.  S.  hv'ii;  Viper,  Capt  Henley,  of  12 
guns,  was  captured  on  tlie  17th  January,  1S13, 
in  lat.  1M>,  N.  8,i,  30,  W.  by  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty's frijjj.it e  Xarcissus,  of  32  guns,  after  a  eliase 
of  ij  h'iur-s. — No  fighting. 

Commodore  Ijaitilnidge  left  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  wnr  IfoTnet,  ('apt.  James  Lawrence,  off  the 
lrari)r>ur  of  St.  Salvador,  where  she  remained 
from  the  6th,  until  the  2ith  January,  blockad- 
ing the  Bonne  Citoyenne,  and  another  armed 
vessel.  Being  at  length  driven  Irom  her  sta- 
tion by  the  Montague,  of  74  guns,  which  was 
sent  to  relieve  the  Bonne  Citoyenne.  Captain 
Lawrence  pj-oceeded  off  Demarara  river,  where, 
on  the  2ith  February,  1813,  he  fell  in  with  and 
engaged  bis  Bi'itannic  majesty's  brig  of  war 
Peacock  :  the  action  lasted  but  15  minutes,  ia 
which  short  space  of  time,  the  Peacock  was 
literally  cut  to  pieces  ;  an  ensign,  union  down, 
was  hung  from  the  fore- rigging,  as  a  signal  at 
once  ofdistress  and  surrender.  Lieut.  Shubiick, 
who  was  sent  on  board  her,  returned  with  a  re- 
port that  she  was  fast  sinking,  having  then  six 
feet  of  water  in  her  hold.  The  b(»ats  of  the 
Hornet  were  innnediately  despatched,  and  every 
po-jsible  exertion  made  to  keep  her  afloat  until 
llie  prisjurrs  could  be  removed,  by  pumping  and 
bailing,  without  effect,  as  she  sunk  in  five  and  a 
half  fathoms  water,  carrying  down  nine  of  her 
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«pew,  and  three  of  the  crew  of  the  Hornet,  \i^ 
John  Hart.  Joseph  Williams,  and  Hannibal 
Bo^d.  Several  of  (he  Hornet's  crew  narrowly 
escaped  a  similar  fate,  being  saved  by  jumping 
into  a  boat  that  was  lying  on  the  booms,  as  she 
l^ent  <lown. 

The  Pescock  was  one  of  the  finest  vessels  o^ 
tier  class  in  the  British  navy ;  she  mounted  46 
twenty-four  pound  carronades,  two  long  nines, 
i>ne  twelve  pound  earronade  on  her  top-gallant 
for<  castle,  as  a  shifting  gun,  and  one  four  or  six 
pounder,  and  tvo  swivels  mounted  aft;  her 
enw  consisted,  at  the  time  of  the  action,  of  ojoe 
hundred  and  thirty  njen. 

I'he  loss  on  boaid  the  Peacock  conld  not  be 
ascertained  by  Capt.  Lawrence,  but  must  have 
been  considerable.  Capt.  Peake,  her  command- 
er, and  four  men  were  found  dead  on  board, 
and  33  wounded,  most  of  them  severely,  three 
of  which  died  of  tbeir  wounds,  after  being  re- 
moved. The  total  of  killed,  wounded  and  drown- 
ed, was  ceitaiiily  42.  and  probably  more. 

'I'he  Espeiglc,  a  British  brig,  mounting  10 
thirty-two  pound  carronades,  and  2  long  nine's 
lay  about  6  miles  in  sbo^'e.  and  within  sight  of 
the  action  :  she  declined  coming  in  aid  of  her 
eon^ort,  or  to  approach  the  victorious  ship  al- 
though Capt.  Lawrence  cleared  his  ship,  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  second  engagement. 

Captain  Lawrence  stated,  that  tbeir  were 
two  impressed  American  seamen  on  boaid  the 
late  British  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  one  a  native 
of  the  sf:  te  of  New-York,  and  the  other  a  na- 
tive of  N  rfolk.  One  of  them  was  pressed  two 
years  and  a  half,  and  the  other  about  i  8  months 
previous,  neither  of  them  entered,  and  both  were 
compelled  to  fight  during  the  engagement  witU 
the  Hornet* 
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Before  tlie  engaj^ement  commenced,  the  above 
mentioned  Ameiic:^n  seamen  left  tUeir  station, 
went  to  the  Captain  of  (he  Peacock,  and  asketl 
Ills  permission  to  jj;o  below,  with  the  crew  of  the 
bri:,'  Hunter,  of  Portland,  as  they  could  not  fight 
ag'.iinst  tlieir  country.  This  request  was  per- 
emptorily refused  by  Capt.  Peake,  and  the  two 
Amei'icans  were  forced  to  their  station,  and  com  • 
pelled  to  fight. 

Capt.  Lawrence  further  stated,  that  another 
impressed  American  was  reported  to  have  been 
on  board  the  Peacock,  and  that  he  was  killed 
during  the  action. 

Tiie  reader  should  not  be  carried  away  with 
the  belief,  that  the  commander  of  the  Espeigle 
was  a  coward.  That  may  possibly  have  been 
the  case,  but  it  is  far  from  bei^g  probable.— 
Those  who  wish  to  allow  to  American  nuvai  he- 
roes their  well  eaj-ned  honours,  will  be  readier  to 
ascribe  the  modesty  of  the  Englishmen  to  the 
effect  of  American  prowess,  than  to  British 
cowardice.  Prudence  is  a  virtue  which  often 
requires  courage  to  exercise.  Had  the  com- 
mander of  the  Espeigle  encountered  the  victo- 
rious American  he  would  be  defeated.  He  pro- 
bably believed  so;  and,  believing  it,  he  acted 
with  prudence. 

The  following  comment  on  the  capture  of  the 
Peacock,  is  extracted  from  the  London  GLbe. 

"  The  late  captain  of  the  Swallow  packet,  captured 
by  the  Americans,  landed  on  Monday  at  Falmouth, 
from  on  board  the  Childers  sloop  of  war.  He  con- 
firms the  loss  of  the  Peacock,  which  struck  to  the 
Hornet,  after  a  severe  and  sun^umary  conflict,  and 
went  down  while  the  enemy  were  takhig  out  her 
crew.  Sixteen  English  and  four  Americans  wen'; 
iown  in  her.      The  force  of  the  two  vessels  ^^|.» 
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nearly  equal.  The  circurostances,  therefore,  ■whic!^ 
have  enabled  Americans  thus  to  add  another  laurel  to 
her  brow,  h  is  most  important  to  know,  and  wp  trust 
they  will  be  fuily  inquired  into.  In  the  cases  of 
capture;  by  large  American  frigates,  the  mercenary 
writers  for  the  Admiralty  have  assured  their  read- 
ers Jhat  they  hc.ve,  by  some  charm,  been  able  to  prac- 
tice a  decefitio  -visiis  upon  our  navy  ;  that  although 
apparently  friga'es,  they  are  in  fact  great  sliips  of 
the  line  ;  but  as  no  dis-parity  of  size  \^  supposed  to 
havf:  existed  in  this  disaster,  Mr.  Crrcker's  scribes 
will  probably  give  out,  that  the  crew  of  the  Hornet 
were  not  of  the  ordinary  race  of  sailors,  but  that  ev- 
ery one  was  a  Hercules  in  strenjith,  and  an  Archi* 
inedes  in  science." 

'f  ;.t'  ^blliwi  :g;  appparpfl  in  a  Halifax  paper. 

<'  Tn  our  extracts  from  American  papers,  our  read- 
ers will  find  an  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Pea- 
cock The  good  fo.iune  of  the  Amancans  has  not 
fors.  ken  the  m  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  more  conspi- 
cuous in  this  than  in  their  previous  actions.  Erery 
one  co/ivc-sara  ivith  gunnery  must  know,  that  had  a 
-vessel  bfe7i  moor:  j^  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making 
an  EXPhBiM  NT,  it  is  not  at  ail  likely  she  would  have 
been  sunk  in  so  short  a  time. 

rr*  %i'>iis.  10  ti»e  i^ction  with  the  Peacock, 
Ca;  t.  1/uvrenee  c  .pfuF-ed.  0!i  ihe  4th  P'eb  the 
Kn.i>!ish  bi'i^  Hesohition.  oi  10  giins,  from  Rio 
Jaiifii^.,  hound  to  Maranham.  which  he  burned, 
after  taking  i'nm  her  about  23,000Z.  sterling,  ia 
speeie.  On  nuisrering  the  morning  after  the 
action,  there  w«  pp  ('u;  d  on  b  >ard  the  Hovnet 
^77  souls*  in  hiding  the  erew  ot  the  Aoeii  an 
brig  Hunter,  of  Po^tlard.  taken  a  few  d;js  be- 
fo  e  by  the  Peaeov k.  Tl.is  tdditiona)  proof  of 
ihe  siiperiorit>  of  Ameiieaii  t:?e  ies  has  no* 
heen  exceeded  by  anv  foi  nee  instance.  It  niay 
iiitleed  be  suid  to  huve  decided  the  relatiye  m^t*' 
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Us  of  American  and  British  seamen,  tlie  supe-. 
rio'itv  claiined  by  (lie  IJi'itisli  is  no  longer  main- 
tainable— the  Americans  rank  decidedly  as  first 
in  naval  taeties. 

Ca{)t.  Lawrence,  while  off  St.  Salvador,  sent 
a  challenge  to  Capt.  Greene,  of  the  Bonne  Cito- 
yenne,  which  the  latter  prudently  declined  ac- 
cepting. 

The  following  resolutions  passed  the  Common 
Council  of  I  he  city  of  New-York,  on  the  i^9tli 
IMarch,  1813. 

"^'  Resolved^  That  the  freedom  of  the  city  be  pre- 
sented to  Captain  Lawrknce,  together  with  a  piece 
of  plate  with  appropriate  devices  and  inscriptions, 
and  that  his  honour  the  Recorder  be  requested  to 
forward  the  same,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

t»  Resolved^  That  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
which  this  Common  Council  entertain  of  the  con- 
ddct  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Hornet,  by  the  capture  of  his  Britannic  Maj  sty's 
sloop  of  war  Peacock,  in  the  unexampled  short  pe- 
riod of  fifteen  minutes,  that  the  Common  Council 
will  give  a  public  dinner  to  the  crew  of  the  United 
States*  sloop  of  war  Hornet." 

The«e  urany  and  splendid  naval  victories  de* 
served  not  only  the  applause,  hut  the  gratirude 
of  the  nation.  Congress  was  not  insensible  to 
this.  A  law  passed  that  b«jdy  in  March,  1813, 
appropriating  the  sum  of  ^25,000,  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  officers  and  crew  of  thr  Con- 
stitution, for  the  destruction  of  the  Guerriere  ; 
and  a  like  sum  of  S^.^>000,  for  the  destructio  of 
the  Java;  and  the  sum  of  S25. 000,  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Wasp, 
for  the  capture  of  the  Frolic. 

The  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  Capt* 
Evaos^  arrived  at  Bostoa  the  lOtU  Aprils  lSl3j 
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from  a  cruise  of  115  days,  having  sailed  from 
the  same  port  the  17th  Deeemher,  1812. 

From  Boston  the  Chesapeake  ran  down  by 
the  Madeiras,  Canaries,  and  Cape  de  Yerds  ; 
thence  down  on  the  equator,  between  long.  16 
and  25,  where  she  cruised  6  weeks ;  thence 
d>wn  the  coast  of  South  America,  passing  with- 
in 15  leagues  of  Sun  inam,  (was  in  tlic  same 
place  the  Hornet  sunk  the  Peacock  the  day  af- 
ter she  left,)  down  by  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and 
most  of  tlie  windward  West-India  islands ;  thence 
on  the  United  States,  between  Bermuda  and  the 
Capes  of  Virginia,  by  the  Capes  of  Delaware, 
wthin  12  leagues,  by  New- York,  within  20 
leagues,  thence  through  the  east  channel  to 
Boston. 

The  Chesapeake  captured,  during  her  cruise, 
3  British,  and  1  American  vessel,  sailing  under 
a  British  licence;  and  re-captured  an  x\meri- 
can  schooner.  The  Chesapeake  was  chased  by 
two  ships  of  war,  (a  74  and  a  frigate)  off  the 
AVestern  Islands.  Off  the  Capes  of  Virginia, 
gave  chase  to  a  sloop  of  war,  and  cunlinwed 
chasing  for  2  days,  wiien  the  sloop  escaped  in 
the  night.  Seven  men  died  of  a  malignant  fe- 
ver ;  and  3  were  lost  by  the  carrying  away  of 
the  main-top  mast,  during  a  heavy  flaw,  the  day 
before  her  arrival  in  port. 

General  Harrison  was  at  Fort  Meigs  the  20th 
April,  1813,  and  gave  directions  to  prepare  to 
defend  the  p'aee  against  an  attack,  which  he  ap- 
prehended, from  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Fortifications  were  accordingly  carried  on  with 
great  diligence,  and  every  means  usid  to  animate 
the  men  to  defend  the  post.  On  the  26th  and 
27th,  the  reconnoitering  parlies  of  the  enemj 
appeared  on  the  opposite  shore,  but  soon  retired 
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Tlie  Indians  were  sent  across  the  river  during 
the  nii;ht  of  the  28(h,  and  was  placed  so  as  to 
surround  the  garrison.  The  siege  eonunenced 
in  form,  on  the  ti9th,  and  firing  was  kept  up  dur- 
ing this  and  tlie  following  day,  by  the  enemy, 
whose  works  were  considerably  impeded  and  in- 
jured by  the  firing  from  the  fort.  By  the  1st  of 
May,  the  works  of  the  fort  were  so  far  coinplet- 
tid,  as  to  enable  the  besieged  to  give  the  enemy  a 
very  warm  reception,  silencing  one  of  their  guns 
several  times.  During  the  2d  and  3d,  the  fire 
on  both  sides  continued  very  brisk. 

On  the  4th,  General  Clay  reached  Fort  Win- 
•liester,  with  upwards  of  100  men,  for  the  relief 
of  the  American  garrison.  On  the  5th,  a  part 
of  General  Clay's  men  arrived,  and  instructions 
were  sent  to  him  by  General  Harrison,  directing 
Lim  how  to  act  in  his  advance  towards  the  fort. 

Great  zeal,  and  undaunted  courage,  are  true 
eliaracteristics  of  the  American  soldiers;  to 
these  qualities  the  Kentuckian  adds  a  wonderful 
contempt  of  danger.  On  this  occasion,  the  ene- 
my received  much  benefit  from  that  cool  caution 
■which  enabled  him  to  draw  the  uncaleulating 
soldier  into  defiles,  and  within  the  reach  of  his 
ambuscade.  Col.  Dudley,  who  was  charged  w^itli 
^  despatches  for  Gen.  Clay,  received  the  command 
of  a  detachment  of  Clay's  men,  landed  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  attack 
the  enemy's  batteries ;  he  behaved  with  great 
courage,  but  pursued  the  enemy  until  he  was 
drawn  into  an  ambush,  where  the  greater  num- 
ber of  his  men  were  destroyed  by  numbers  vastly 
superior  ;  many  of  those  who  surrendered,  >\ere 
afterwards  tomahawked  and  scalped  by  the*  sav- 
ages. Col.  Dudley  was  an?ongthe  killed.  Gen, 
Clay,  who  Goutinued  in  conimaud  of  the  remain^     ^ 
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der  of  his  detachment,  havinj^  landed  near  the 
fort,  permitted  the  men  to  pursue  the  enemy  In- 
to the  woods,  and  was  saved  from  a  fate  similar 
to  that  of  the  heroic  and  unfortunate  Dudley,  by 
the  prudence  and  foresight  of  Gen.  Harrison, 
%vho  sent  out  a  party  to  support  Ciay,  and  defend 
his  retreat.  The  Indians  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  this  afforded  them,  to  attack  the 
b;  ats,  which  Gen,  Clay  h'ft  unguarded  ;  the  sick 
men  in  the  ho  its  were  butchered,  and  the  bag- 
gage carried  off. 

The  bravery  of  the  American  troops  during 
these  conflicts,  were  remarkably  brilliant.  Fre- 
quent charges  were  made,  under  direction  of 
(j<d. Miller,  Major  Alexander,  Captains  Croghan, 
Keving,  Bendford,  and  Longhani.  Every  bat- 
tery 0  1  the  American  side  of  the  river  were  suc- 
cessfully carried. 

The  enemy,  after  this,  thought  only  of  retreat- 
ing, which  he  effjcied  in  great  hurry  on  the  9th. 
An  exchange  of  prisoners  was  previously  effected. 

The  Xmerican  loss,  during  13  days  the  enemy 
were  before  the  fort,  amounted  to  81  killed,  and 
180  wounded,  exclusive  of  the  loss  of  Dudley's 
deta<hment,  which  exceeded  200  in  killed  and 
missiijg. 

The  enemy's  loss  must  have  been  much  great-^j 
«p,  as  his  number  of  men' far  exceeded   ihat  of 
the  \mericans.     Tlie  enemy   was  fseqiiently  de- 
feated by  deta  hments  not  more  than  a  third  of 
his  numher. 

Col.  Miller,  with  350  men,  made  a  sallie,  in 
which  he  defeated  the  eneniy.  consisting  ai  tiS 
regulars.  150  militia,  and  500  Indians,  (.'aptain 
Sebre's  coninanv  of  Kentiicky  militia,  niaintain- 
€<1  its  ground  njjjainst  iouv  tinges  i^s  •  inu'jer.  un- 
til rescued  fiom  unavoidable  destruction^  by  th© 
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bravery  of  Lieut.  Gwynnc,  of  tlie  lytli  regimeni, 
and  a  part  of  Capt.  Elliot's  c-  mj)any. 

Fi'oiii  the  best  aecouiit,  llie  besiegers  consisteci 
of  560  regulars,  SOO  militia,  and  more  than  iiOOO 
Indians. 

On  the  25<h  April,  1813,  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  sailed  from  Saekett's  Harbour,  having  on 
board  his  fleet  about  1700  troops,  destined  to 
commenee  operiitions  against  Canada.  'i'hey 
arrived  opposite  Little  Yoik,  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  April, 
and  immediately  eommeneed  I  he  landing  of  the 
troops,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy. — 
After  a  very  severe  and  sharp  contest  of  half 
an  hour,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  l)y  a  numl)er 
far  inferior  to  theirs.  As  soon  as  the  reiuain- 
der  of  the  troops  had  la-ded,  the  enemy  retired. 
to  his  works.  One  battery  being  carried,  the 
troops  were  advancing  towards  the  uraiu  works, 
whefi  a  tremendous  explosion  took  place  from 
a  magazine  previously  prepared,  and  \vhi<h 
threw  out  an  inlmen^e  quantity  of  stones,  by 
wiiiih  the  Americans  lost  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed, about  200  men  ;  among  the  killed,  the  gallant 
Brigadier-Cjleneral  Pike.  The  British  regular 
Ib'oops  having  reti'eated,  the  commanding  oifiecr 
Bf  the  mi'iiia  agreed  to  terms  ol*  capitulation, 
rand  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada  was  surrender- 
ed to  the  American  troops.  The  Amer'.caa 
loss  in  killed  and  wuundt  d.  was  2fi9.  'i'he 
enemy's  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners, 
930. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  liarbarity  of  the  enemy, 
the  following  desj)ateh  from  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  to  the  Secrevary  of  tlie  Navy,  is  given  : 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  yon  by  the 
liands  of  Li^ut.  Dudlty)  the  hritish  standard,  taken 
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at  York  on  the  the  27th  of  April  last,  accompanied  hf 
the  mace,  over  which  was  hung  a  human  scalp.— ^ 
These  articles  were  taken  from  the  parliament  house 
by  one  of  my  officers,  and  presented  to  me.  The 
scalp  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  General  Dearborn, 
who,  1  believe,  still  hus  it  in  his  possession.  I  also 
send,  by  the  same  gentleman,  one  of  the  British  flags 
taken  at  Fort  (Jeoige  on  the  27th  of  May.  1  have 
the  ho  oui  V)  be,  V  ry  respectfully,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

ISAAC   CHAUNCEY. 

The  rillemen.  undrr  Major  Foi's;^th,  first  land- 
ed, under  a  lieav^v  lire  fioni  the  enenij  ;  General 
Pike,  to  wliom  the  immediate  command  of  the 
troops  was  enlrusfed,  landed  as  piomptlv  as  pos- 
sible after,  tlie  remai?iing  froops  soon  foll«wed. 
IMie  contest,  on  tlie  fiist  landing  of  the  troops, 
was  sharp  and  severe;  the  enem^  d^niving  much 
advantage  from  the  circumstance  that  Mj.  For. 
syth  was  driven  bv  adverse  wind  from  the  des- 
tined point  of  landing.  As  soon  as  Gen.  Pike 
landed,  Jie  ordered  his  men  to  advance  up  the 
bank,  which  they  resolutelv  performed  in  face  of 
a  warm  diseliai'ge  of  musquetry.  The  moment 
pike  reached  ti;e  top,  and  was  about  ordering  a 
charge,  the  enemy  hastily  retreated.  Genei*a^  • 
Dearborn  went  ashore  as  soon  as  he  learned  thal^ 
General  Pike  was  wounded.  The  town  capitu- 
lated to  Col.  Pierce,  of  the  16th  infantry,  on 
whom  the  command  devolved  after  General  Pike 
was  disabled.  General  Sheafte  commanded  the 
British. 

On  the  22d  May,  1813,  Commodore  Chauncey 
sailed  from  Sackett's  Harbour,  having  3M)  n»en 
of  Col.  M'Comb's  regiment  o  i  board,  and  arriv- 
ed near  Niagara  on  the '25th  :  the  other  parts  of 
feis  squadron  had  arrived  before,  and  landed  their 
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ireops.     Tlic  commodore  had  an  immediate  in- 
terview wiMi  lien.  Dearhoni,  and  a  plan  oft/pe- 
ralions  a^  nnst   the   enem.v  was   a^i^reed  oii     On 
the  2<»(h  (he  co?nmo<lore  recoiinoilered  the  posi- 
tion for  hindin^  the  troops;  and,  at  nij^ht,  sound- 
ed   the   shore.      IMie    moiviiuiL;  of  (he   iTth,  was 
fixed   on    (or  an   attack   o  i  tlic  enemy  at    l^'ort 
George.   The  !icavv  arJilh^ry,  and  as  niaay  (ro  >ps 
a<?   could    he   stowed,  were   taken    on  ho.ird   (he 
fleet,  the  reniui'ider  were  ordered   t»  embark  on 
board  b  ;ats,  and  follow  the  fle<'(.     At  3  o'eloi*k 
in  the  mornint^,   a   signal  was  made  for  the  fleet 
to  weigli.and  (hetroojis  were  embarked  on  board 
the    boats    before  f ;    and    so jh    after    Generals 
Dearborn  and  Lewis  went  on  board  the  fleet.     In 
the  conrsc  of  the    morning   the  difliirent   vessels 
advanced,  and   took   positions  as  directed.      \ll 
the  vessels    ancliored  wiihii   mnsket  shot  of  the 
Canada  sliore;  antl  in  ten  minutes  after    they  o- 
pened  upon  the  batteries,  tiiey    were  completely 
silenced  and  abandoned.      The  light  troojs,  un- 
der Col.   S'iott  and    Maj,   F'orsyth,  landed  at  9 
o'clock  :  Gen.  Lewis's  divisions  with  light  artil- 
l<'ry,  under  Col.   Porter,  supported  them.     Gen, 
Boyd's   brigade    landed    im   jedia(ely    after  the 
light   troops;  and  Gen*MM!s  Winder   aid  Chand- 
pBer  followed  in  (piick  s  recession,     'j'he  moment 
had  arrived  which  must  |>nt  the  courage,   skill, 
and  patriotism  of  the  soMirM*  and  the  citizen  to 
the  most  trying  test.     Every  apparent  advantage 
was  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.      The  ftri(ish  coni- 
m  '.ndcr  expected    the   attack,   a  id    he  was  pre- 
pared to  resist  it  ;  it  was  bt-oad  day  light  before 
a  landing  could  be  efl*ec(ed,  wiiiih  cirennista.ice 
gave  (o  the   c  icmy   sufflcient   time  to  aseertain 
the  point  (»f  att.ick.  and  to  co-l-ct  and  arrange 
"his  whole  force  ',  a  ravine  and  wood   coaeealc<J 
u 
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liis  force;  his  position  was  naturally  stror.g,  be* 
irg  ihe  brow  of  a  liigh  bank,  so  steep  that  the 
artillery,  which  landed  with  Boyd*s  brigade,  with 
the  utmost  exertions  ot  the  men,  could  not  be 
brought  into  the  action  till  some  time  after  the 
enemy  had  broke  and  fled  ;  the  enemy's  force 
exceeded  2000  regulars,  and,  including  militia 
and  Indians,  amounted  to  at  least  ^500  men.  His 
regulars  were  veterans  of  tried  courage,  gieat 
experience,  and  loog  service  ;  his  militia  were 
trained  and  disciplined,  his  savages  wrought  into 
the  most  phrenzied  animosity  against  the  Ame- 
ricans. Against  this  host,  the  Americans  could 
bring  only  1800  men,  raw  recruits,  almost  stran- 
gers to  discipline,  not  innured  to  danger,  and  few 
of  whom  had  ever  seen  a  battle.  Such  was  the 
disparity,  such  the  danger  to  be  encountered,  and 
'Sueh  the  enemy  to  be  vanquished.  The  Ameri- 
can boats  being  too  few  in  number,  were  crowded 
with  men  ;  on  their  approaehing  (he  shore  a  most 
tremendous  fire  was  opened  on  them.  The  lake 
was  covered  with  foam,  and  the  bank  was  en- 
Teloped  in  a  continued  blaze.  Fortunately  the 
aim  of  the  enemy  was  not  so  accurate  as  his  f.re 
"W  as  rapid.  No  sooner  had  the  light  troops  under 
Col.  Scott  landed,  than,  under  their  gallant  lea- 
der, they  attempted  to  gain  the  bank.  Thrice 
with  the  most  persevering  courage  was  the  at- 
tempt made,  and  thrice  were  they  repelled  by  an 
enem>  more  than  five  times  their  nun^her.  Boyd 
with  the  first  brigade,  had  by  this  time  landed, 
about  five  minutes  after  Scott.  The  troops  were 
immediately  formed  in  platoons  and  companies, 
and  rushed  up  the  bank.  Boyd  was  the  first  to 
gain  the  summit,  and  for  a  moment  was  alone  ex- 
posed to  the  enemies  fire.  His  distance  from  the 
British  lines  was  not  more  than  eight  or  ten 
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yards  at  furtlicst,  when  every  bayonet  was  in- 
stantly directed  towards  him.  But  the  troops 
had  eaii.:;ht  too  hirge  a  poi'tion  of  the  spirit  of 
their  chief,  to  leave  him  long  in  this  perilous 
situation.  He  was  quiekly  surrounded  by  his 
brave  companions,  and  our  lino  was  soon  formed 
at  a  distani'e,  varying  from  five  to  ten  yards  fronv 
that  of  the  enemy.  It  was  not  till  this  time  that 
the  battle  could  be  said  to  have  fairly  commenc- 
ed. The  patient  courage  of  our  raw  recruits- 
had  been  most  severely  tiied,  in  approaeliing  the 
shore,  amidst  showers  of  bullets,  in  receivings 
with  unshrinking  firmness,  a  tremendous  and  de- 
structive fire,  which  they  could  not  return* 
Their  intrepidity  was  now  to  be  proved  in  the^ 
face  of  superior  numbers  of  veterans,  strength- 
ened by  a  considerable  irregular  force  of  militia 
and  Indians.  The  fire  of  our  men  was  rapid  and 
exact,  to  a  degree  seldom  surpassed  ;  but  the  su- 
periority of  the  foe  enabled  him  to  maintain  his 
ground  about  fifteen  minutes.  The  victory  was 
yet  doubtful,  when  the  men  heard  the  voice  of 
their  chief  exclaiming  the  enemifflij*  The  effect 
of  this  cheering  sound  in  our  ranks  was  decisive. 
It  producd  an  instantaneous  movement  of  oui* 
whole  line.  And  the  enemy  before  crossing  bay- 
onets, brok(>  and  tied  with  the  utmost  precipita-* 
lion,  leaving  upwards  of  one  hundred  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle,  two  hundred  wounded,  and  one 
hundred  prisoners.  The  victory  was  complete. 
Boyd's  brigade,  and  S'ott's  light  troops,  who 
alone  were  in  the  battle,  pursued  the  enemy  to 
Queenstown.  If  any  thing  could  enhance  the 
value  of  the  victory,  it  was  the  fact  of  its  bein^ 
purchased  at  so  trifling  a  loss. 

The  enemy  lost  108  killed,  163  wounded,  and 
413  taken  piisouers.     The   Americans  lost  39 
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tilled,  and  111  wounded.     In  the  enemy*s  los^, 
507  militia.  \>ho  were  parolled,  are  not  ineliided* 

Tiie  merits  of  this  battle,  so  far  as  they  apjier- 
tained  to  the  coniniarider,  belonged  to  General 
Boyd*  He  comnsandod  during  the  whole  of  the 
action,  the  division  under  General  W  inder  not 
being  able  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  until 
after  the  enemy  had  fled. 

Prior  to  the  tal^ing  of  Fort  George,  three  A- 
mfrieans  in  the  camp,  who  refused  to  bear  arms, 
"were,  by  order  of  Col.  Clark,  taken  out,  and 
-without  ceremony  s/iof  /  This  infernal  scound- 
drel  met  with  his  deserts  soon  after — he  was  kiU 
led  at  the  time  of  the  surprise  of  Generals  Win- 
der and  Chandler. 

A  fire  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  during  the^ 
succeeding  night,  from  the  batteries  at  Fort  Erie, 
On  the  morning  of  the  2Sth,  all  the  magazines 
from  Chippawa  to  point  Albino  were  blown  up, 
the  enemy  retreated;  and  Fort  Erie,  was  entered 
in  the  afternoon  by  the  American  troops. 

In  these  different  transactions.  Commodore 
Chauneey  bore  a  spirited  and  useful  part.  The 
loss  on  board  his  fleet  consisted  of  5  killed,  and 
11  wounded. 

Capt.  Perry,  aftcrw  ards  known  as  the  hero  of 
Erie,  volunteered  his  services  on  this  occasion, 
and  materially  aided  in  securing  success.  <*  He 
was,  according  to  Com.  Chauneey 's  report,  <•  pre- 
sent at  every  point  wliere  he  couJd  be  useful,  un- 
der showers  of  musketry,  but  fortunately  escaped 
unhurt." 

The  enemy,  probably  with  a  wish  to  perform 
some  exploit  thatn»ight  ballance  his  losses  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Niagara,  prepared  with  a  strong 
force,  to  attack  the  American  post  at  Sackett's 
Harbour.     On  the  i28th  May  the  enemy's  fleel;^ 
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ajipcarcd,  accompanied  by  a  large  number  ot* 
boats.  Lieut.  Cbauneey,  oT  tbe  navy,  came  in 
from  tbe  lake,  liring  alarm  guns.  (len.  Jaeob 
Brown,  wbo  commanded  Ibe  fort,  made  every 
possible  disposition  to  repel  tbe  menaced  attack. 
On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  29tb,  33  large  boats,  filled 
Avitb  troops,  came  off  from  tbe  enemy,  and  pro- 
cocded  to  Garden  Island,  under  cover  of  some 
guu-boats.  Tbe  militia,  stationed  near  wbere 
tbe  enemy  proposed  to  land,  iii  ed  witb  consider- 
able effect,  and  tben  lied  from  tbeir  post.  Tbe 
enemy  effected  a  landing  witb  about  1200  men 
at  Horse  Island.  A  detacbment  of  militia,  un- 
der conunand  ofCapt.  M»Nitt,tbrew  tbemselves, 
Avitb  ccnsiderable  effect,  on  tbe  rear  of  tbe  ene- 
my's left  Hank,  wbile  tbe  regulars,  under  Col. 
Backus,  engaged  and  routed  bini.  Gen.  Prevost 
wbo  commanded  tbe  Rritisb  expedition,  retreated 
Avi(b  great  precipitation,  under  protection  of  tbe 
guns  of  bis  vessels;  ^m\  tbus  saved  bimself  and 
men  fiom  being  made  prisoners.  According  to 
a  previous  arrangement,  it  was  agreed,  tbat,  in 
a  certain  event,  tbe  stores,  &c.  at  tbe  navy- 
point,  sbould  be  destroyed.  Tbis  event  did  not 
liajjpen  ;  but  some  person,  unauthorised,  brougbt 
information  to  Lieut.  Cbauntey,  tbat  tbe  battle- 
was  lost — tbe  stores,  accordingly,  were  de- 
stroyed. 

Gen.  Jacob  Brown,  of  tbe  state  of  New-York 
wbo  commanded  tbe  land  forces  at  Sackelt's 
Harbour,  gave  a  substantial  proof  of  tbose  mili» 
tary  talents,  wbicb,  in  all  his  subsequent  opera- 
tions, were  so  cfinspicuously  useful  to  his  coua" 
try,  and  so  uniformly  honourable  to  bimself,  that 
even  envy  never  dared  lisp  an  insinuation  dis- 
creditable or  dishonourable  to  tbe  general.  Sir 
^[iames  Lucus  Yeo  commanded  the  British  licet* 
St  ^ 


^0  HISTORY   or   THE   WAS. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  very  eonsiderable,  includ- 
ing several  ofiieers  of  distinction.  ^Vhe  Aaieri- 
«ans  lost  about  i  50  in  killed  ad  wounded  ;  CoL 
l^iiiis  was  killed,  ajid  Col.  Bark  us  mortally 
iivoiinded-  About  400  regular  troops  sustained 
llie  beat  of  the  action. 

At  the  close  of  the  action,  a  British  barge, 
with  a  r^aval  lieutenant,  under  a  f;ag  of  truce, 
came  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  den)andcd  of 
an  officer  who  was  standing  thei*e,  ijj  the  name 
of  the  general  and  eoujiiiodore,  the  surrender  of 
Sackett-s  Harbour.  The  officer  replied  **  Ko," 
and  the  flag  returned, 

The  pride  and  presumed  authority  of  Britairi 
on  her  oivn  dGmciin,  the  ocean,  was  materii  lly 
tarnished.  I'he  laurels  plueked  from  Fra  cc, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  liolL.nd,  were  withering, 
and  seemed  to  be  transferred  to  adorn  the  brows 
of  the  hitherto  dec-jpised  commanders  of  the  Jw7- 
lipuiuin  fleet  of  America.  ,  It  was  resolved,  by 
the  enemy,  to  retrieve  lost  honour.  An  expe- 
dient was  resorted  to  which  was  successful,  s& 
far  as  the  eaiituring  of  a  ship,  yet  an  astonished 
and  admiring  world  remained  unaltered  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  superiority  of  American  tars 
^vas  not  lessened  by  the  event,  nor  th<'  fading 
lustre  of  British  invincibility,  in  any  manner 
relricvfd. 

For  some  time  before  the  first  of  June,  the 
British  frigates  le  edos,  Bellepole,  and  Shan- 
non, were  off  the  harbour  of  Boston,  where  the 
Chesapeake  lay.  The  Tenedos  and  Bclh  poule, 
having  put  a  part  of  their  erew  on  bo  rd  the 
Sj.annon,  proceeded  to  sea.  The  Shannon  (the 
Tb  -i  frigate  in  tlie  British  navv.)  appeared  alone 
oil  he  harbour,  on  which  the  Chesapeake  got 
under  wei^h,  at  meiidian;  on  1st  Junej  at  15 
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wlnutps  before  6,  an  action  eominenccd,  witliin 
pistol  shot,  luul  in  a  few  minutes,  (lie  vessels 
closed  ;  the  arm  rliest  of  the  Chesapeake  was 
blown  up  by  a  hand  grenade,  thrown  from  the 
enemy's  ship,  and  immediately  after,  the  Clus- 
apeake  was  carried  by  lioardin,^,  and  the  pri- 
vate signals  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stcttes  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  boasted  not  of  this  victory,  it  cost 
him  too  dear,  and  was  an  indisputable  proot  of 
American  bravery.  Never  was  there  such  car- 
wage  between  two  ships,  in  so  short  a  time. — 
The  loss  on  board  the  Shannon  cannot  be  exact- 
ly ascertained ;  the  loss  on  board  the  Chesa- 
peake, was  i-S  killed,  and  96  wounded.  Total 
killed  and  wounded,  144. 

Every  off.cer,  upon  whom  the  command  of 
the  ship  would  devolve,  was  either  killed  op 
wounded  previously  to  the  capture  of  the  ves- 
sel, riie  brave  Capt.  Lawrence  was  mortally 
wounded. 

On  the  authority  of  Capt.  John  Upton,  com- 
mander of  the  privateer  Cossack,  of  Salem,  the 
following  cii'cumstances  were  published  in  an 
eastern  paper  : 

"  After  the  enemy  had  complete  possession  of  th& 
ship,  and  the  men  were  ordered  from  the  tops  Mr* 
Be  ry,  a  midshipman,  who  commanded  the  mizen 
top  surrendered  himself  as  a  prisoner,  when  two 
sailors  rushed  up,  md  seizing;  him  by  the  collar,  atm 
temfited  to  throw  him  overboard,  but  he  got  withia 
the  shrouds,  when  they  seized  him  by  the  heels,  and 
threw  him  on  the  deck  !  Being  stunned  by  the  fall, 
he  lay  some  time  senseless  and  when  he  came  ?oo, 
he  was  cut  over  the  head  with  a  cutlass  which  ne{.i* 
ly  terminated  his  existence,  Mr.  Livinf^ston,  ano. 
I^er  oiid^hipman;    after   receiving    a  mu&ket  b^il 
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through  his  body  was  run  through  the  body  itivec' 
times,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  cries  for  quar- 
ters, (and  after  the  enemy  ban  possession  of  tlie 
ship  !)  he  \}ved  long;  enough  to  express  his  indig- 
nation at  tho  bru  aiity  of  his  enemies,  and  expired 
in  a  few  hours.  Three  men  were  killed  in  tiie  liold 
after  the  capture  of  the  ship  ;  and  they  even  fired  in- 
to the  cock/lit^  amo.g  the  wounded  and  dying  !  Ele- 
ven of  the  Chesapeake's  officers  were  confined  in  a 
small  place,  9  feet  by  six,  with  a  guard  at  the  door, 
till  their  arrival  at  Halifax,  and  only  1  or  2  permit- 
ted to  come  out  ai  a  time.  Men  were  sliot  at  in 
comiog  down  out  of  the  tops  to  surrender  them- 
selves, and  other  instances  of  barbarity  took  place,- 
disgraceful  to  a  civilized  people." 

The  boasting  of  British  editors  and  the  re- 
joicings of  British  partizans,  were  rather  mad 
than  enthusiastic  on  the  recovery  of  her  tri- 
dent by  tlie  mistress  of  the  dvep;  but  this  re- 
joicing did  not  long  continue;  the  facts  con- 
nected with  tlie  engagement  could  not  be  long 
concealed.  The  cowardly  superiority  of  (he 
enemy,  the  unexampled  bravery  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  great  loss  of  blood  in  defence  of 
tiieir  flag,  especially  when  contrasted  with  for- 
mev  engagements  in  which  the  enemy  was  de- 
feated, left  no  solid  ground  for  exultation,  no- 
thing of  wliich  to  boast.  The  unprejudiced[' 
reasoner  will  be  yet  found  holding  the  laurel, 
and  doubting  whether  to  award  it  to  the  victor 
01-  the  vanquished.  The  honours  conferred  on 
Cupt.  Broke,  by  his  countrymen,  were  justly  due 
to  great  valour,  of  whiclj  he  is  certain Jy  posses- 
sed, although  in  this  instance,  it  was  tarnished  by 
a  dastardly  plan  to  render  success  certain. 

The  body   of  Capt.  Lawrence    was  interred 
at  Halifax^  oil  the  Sth  June  ^  on  which  occasion. 
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the  British  officers  joined  in  proeession,  to  show 
their  respect  tor  a  nuval  comniander,  whose  he- 
roism, skill  and  demeanor,  drew  respect  from  all, 
even  tVom  the  e-iemy. 

Captain  Crowninshield,  of  Salem,  (Ms.)  hav- 
inpj  ohtained  a  flag  of  truce,  proceeded  to  Ilali- . 
fax  in  the  brig  Henry,  al  his  own  private  ex- 
pense; and,  being  permitted  to  take  on  board 
his  vessel,  the  body  of  Captain  Lawrence,  and 
also  that  of  Lieutenant  Ludlow,  brought  the 
corpses  to  Salem*  where  a  funeral  procession 
took  place,  on  the  17th  August,  with  every  mark 
of  regret,  esteem,  and  gratitude,  which  the  citi- 
zens could  bestow.  Judge  Story  delivered  a 
suitable  oration  :  the  effect  produced  on  the  au- 
dience w  hen  the  orator  pronounced  the  last  dy- 
ing words  of  Lawrence,  «»  dont  give  up  the 
SHIP,"  may  be  conceived ;  to  describe  it  would 
be  impossible. 

Mr.  Edward  N.  Cox,  brother-in-law  to  Cap- 
tain Lawrence,  proceeded  to  Salem,  and,  having 
received  the  bodies  of  the  two  heroes,  convey- 
ed them  to  the  city  of  New-York,  where  they 
were  finally  interred.  The  arrangements  for  a 
public  funeral  were  made,  under  the  direction  of 
a  committee  of  the  common  council  of  the  city* 

On  Thursday,  the  16th  September,  pursuant 
to  arrangements,  the  bodies  of  our  valiant  coun- 
trymen, Lawrence  and  Ludlow,  were  finally 
consigned  to  the  peaceful  tomb.  The  unusual 
number  which  swelled  the  mournful  procession, 
and  the  undissembled  sorrow  which  marked  ev- 
ery countenance  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
order,  evinced  in  an  unparalleled  degree,  the 
public  symj  athy,  and  that  the  honours  paid  to 
the  ••  mighty  dead"  were  not  more  consnicuMus 
than  dcsei'ved.     On  no  similar  occasion  have  we 
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witnessed  a  testimonial  of  respect  so  iinivei^ 
sal  and  sincere.  It  was  indeed  a  day  of  mourrr- 
ing.  The  hearts  of  hoary  patriots,  and  youth- 
ful heroes,  beat  in  solemn  unison,  and  the  bright 
eye  of  beauty  glistened  with  a  tributary  tear. 
IS'ot  only  the  reflections  arising  from  such  a 
scene,  but  every  transaction  connected  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  day,  were  calculated  to  in- 
spire with  reverence  the  coldest  and  most  disin- 
terested spectator. 

The  concourse  of  spectators  who  witnessed 
this  interesting  and  impressive  exhibition,  was 
innumerable,  and  is  supposed  to  amount  to  for- 
t\  or  fifty  thousand.  The  streets  were  lined, 
the  windows  crowded,  and  the  roofs  covered 
with  citizens,  viewing  the  grand  and  solemn 
spectacle.  The  procession  of  boats  in  the  har- 
bour, from  its  novelty  in  particular,  attra<  ted 
much  attention,  and  the  wharves  and  the  rig- 
ging of  the  vessf  Is  in  the  docks,  were  crowded 
with  spectators. 

The  corporation  made  a  provision  of  l,00a 
dollars  for  each  of  the  two  infant  children  of 
Captain  Lawrence. 

An  a])plication  to  the  British  naval  officer, 
Ca])tain  Oliver,  for  permission  to  convey  the 
bodies  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow,  hy  water,  to 
New-York  was  shamefuli.y  refused. 

The  following  extracts,  translated  from  a 
French  paper,  is  worthy  of  a  place  here. 

"  The  British,  who  had  triumphed  in  so  many  na- 
val coi'-ibrtts,  previously  to  the  prevailing  American 
War,  have  long  relinquished  the  practice  of  rejoicings 
for  victories  obtained  over  a  single  frigate.  If  an 
achit  veiiiciit  of  that  sort  took  place  against  any  of 
the  European  powers,  the  detail  of  the  action  was 
merely  inseried  in  Ui©  London  Gazette,  the  pap.e^^ 
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4f  the  metropolis  echoed  the  narrative,  paid  a  press* 
ing  compliment  to  the  officer,  and  the  affair  went 
oft,  bcint^  recorded  /tro  memoria^  in  the  Naval 
Chronicle,  as  a  thing  of  course.  Votes  of  honour 
from  the  corporation  of  London,  a  sword  of  a  hun- 
dred guineas  value,  and  parliamentary  encomiums, 
were  reserved  for  the  hero  who  should  destroy  a 
Jleet.  The  battle  of  the  Psilf-,  that  of  Ti^falgar, 
-and  the  like,  were  alone  brilliant  enough  to  excte 
the  applause  of  a  people  grown  callous  to  common 
feats  of  renown,  and  who,  accustomed  to  vanquish 
every  thinji;  on  the  ocean,  believed  themselves  om- 
nipotent on  that  element.  In  the  Americans  tiie 
British  have  found  kh  enemy  that  lias  obstructed 
the  agreeable  train  of  their  maritime  ideas.  The 
citizens  of  the  United  States  are  the  brst  seamen 
in  the  world.  Pheir  officers  are  men  of  nautical 
scienccj^.of  great  experience,  and  generally  in  the 
prime  oLlife.  The  first  n  .val  combat  of  the  war, 
marked,  not  a  simple  equality  of  skill  and  courage 
in  ihe  men**of  the  two  countries,  but  a  decided  su- 
periority in  favour  of  the  Americans.  If  the  Eng- 
lish pride  was  mortified  at  the  sudden  reverse  in 
the  capture  of  the  Ciu;  rriere,  the  whole  British  go- 
vernment was  thrown  into  cons'crnation  at  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Macedonian,  the  Java,  the  Frolic,  and  the 
Peacock.  Such  rapid  and  successive  defeats  made 
the  cat  inet  of  '^t.  James  bristle  a^^ain  ;  it  seemed  as 
if  all  the  English  cafjtains  were  doo  ned  to  pass,  one 
after  the  other,  under  the  Yankee  yoke,  or  to  the  re- 
gions of  the  dead  !** 

<'  A  triumph  gain-  d  by  something  very  like  aa 
artifice,  has  given  occasion  to  the  most  extravagant 
demonstrations  of  joy  in  London.  A  member  of 
Parliament,  whose  name  is  Croaker^  which  in  the 
English  tongue,  signifi«js  a  noisy,  but  contemptible 
reptile,  has  pronounced  on  the  occasion  a  most 
prepost-  rous  eulogium,  '^nd  the  corporation  of  Lon- 
dqa  have  treated  the  affUiv  as  if  the  fleets  of  aU  the 
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world  had  been  anchored  in  the  Thames,  as  trophies 
of  their  val-.  ur  ',  Who  is  theie  that  does  tiot  perceive 
in  this  Viipouring  of  the  Isltinders,  a  real  /tar  for 
their  uitiniutt  naval  superLoiity  ?  The  Americans 
•will  soon  recover  from  this  evtnt.  1  hey  are  a  peo- 
ple that  do  not  yieid  lo  niistortune.  V\  e  had  some 
experience  ot  ttiecn  3')  yv?ars  ago;  and  tliey  have 
ah'ettdj^evmced  th  t  tlicy  nave  not  ciegenerated." 

ihii  o  .  bwious  fis  j;  vviiiCii  lis,:  crew  ol'  the 
Cliesapeake  received  froiii  the  encmv,  when  oon- 
traiited  with  tht^  rrcatusent  which  the  b;'ave  Law- 
rence and  hib  crew  ohsei  vtd,  when  they  were 
victors,  is  the  hest  possible  comment  on  tlie  cha- 
Tiicter  of  both  nations. 

It  is  u  fact  worth \  of  note,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  honourable  to  on;  brave  (ars,  that  on  the 
day  preceding  the  destruction  of  the  Peacock, 
the  crew  of  tiie  Hornet  made  a  subsciipjfi)n,  and 
supplied  tlie  prisoners  (who  had  iost  almost  eve- 
ry thing,)  with  two  shirts,  and  a  jack^  and  trow>- 
sers  each. 

The   following  is  the  official  report  of  an  ex- 
tiaordinary  event  which  occurred  June  6. 
Copy  of  letter  from  Major-general  Dearborn,  to 
the  secretary  of  war. 
Head-Quarters,  Fort  George,  June  6,  1813. 

Sir — I  have  received  an  express  from  the  head  of 
the  lake  this  evening,  with  intelligence,  that  our 
troops,  commanded  by  Brig  Gen.  Chandler,  Wf  rf^  at- 
tacked at  two  o'clock  this  morning  by  the  whole  of 
the  British  and  Indian  forces,  and  by  some  stran:.'e 
fatality,  tnough  our  loss  was  s-Tiall,  (not  exceeding 
tl'irty  )  and  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  <h'iven 
from  the  field,  both  Biig.  Generals  Chandler  and 
Winder,  were  taken  prisoners.  They  had  advanced 
to  ascertain  the  situation  of  a  company  of  artillery, 
when  the  attack  commenced.  General  Vincent  is 
Said  to  be  among  the  killed  of  the  enemy  ;  Colonel 


HISTORY    O'P    THE    WATt.  t%y 

Clarke  was  mortdlly  wounded,  and  fell  into  out 
Imnds,  wrh  60  p  isoiicrs  ot  the  49th  UriiisU  regiment. 
Th'"  whole  lois  of  tiie  enemy  is  25'J,  Ihey  sciu  in 
a  fldi^  wiih  a  rcniestto  bur  the  ricd  i.  G(  n.  Lew  s, 
acconipaaied  by  Bn^.  (ien.  Boyd,  :,OiLs  on  to  take  the 
command  of  the  advance  troops.'* 

It  appears,  tUiit  ou  l!5is  occasion,  the  advanc- 
ed c;ii  ii'd  of  the  .Vnu'ric.in  army  uoiiiiin*n  ea  a 
sharp  skiniii^li  with  tiie  advance  of*  (he  enemy, 
in  the  afiernooii  of  the  btu  June:  ih^'  latter  was 
compelled  to  retreat  i'lto  a  iliick  wood.  In  iiie 
evh-ni  ig,  the  Vmeiieans  took  a  position  h<hi'jd 
Sfoney-cjcek  ;  the  lij^ht  itifiinlry  and  part  of  the 
ride  corps,  on  the  rii^ht  of  rii"  25th  re;i;iMient, 
formed  tiie  ri,q:ht  wing  ;  the  artillei'V,  under  Capt* 
Townson,  and  fi  Leonard,  the  centre  ;  the  .^tii, 
16th,  and  ZM\  infantry,  and  some  ridetnen,  the 
left;  aid  the  c  ivalry  in  the  rear;  the  picket 
guards  were  strong,  and  so  p'aced,  as  to  sur -ound 
the  e'.ieampment  with  eentinels.  The  who!* 
l'(H'ce  did  not  exceed  1000  men,  bat  (heir  disposi- 
tion  was  the  best  tliat  could  be  made.  Thei-e 
hundred  men  were  en  amv>ed  on  the  border  of 
the  lake,  for  the  protection  «f  the  boats. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy 
forced  the  picket,  and  attacked  the  ene.ampment, 
in  the  dark  w  ith  his  wliole  force  of  reyjulars  and 
Indians.  The  Americans  withstood  and  resisted 
the  enemy  with  such  resolution  and  success,  that 
■when  the  day  dawned,  none  of  the  eneniv  were 
to  be  seen,  but  the  killed  and  wounded,  who 
covered  the  field  of  battle. 

The  attack  began  on  the  right  and  was  gal- 
lantly repelled  by  the  fire  of  the  light  troops 
and  ^5th  regiment,  commanded  by  Maj.  Smith. 
In  a  few  minutes  it  became  general  along  the 
whole  line,  aud  was  nobly  returned  by  the  ar- 
j 
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tillery  of  the  centre,  commanded  hy  Captains 
Townseud,  and  L.  Leonard,  and  by  the  troops  of 
the  left  wing,  viz.  the  5th  under  Lieut.  Col.  Mil- 
ton, the  2od  commanded  by  Maj.  Armstrong, 
and  the  16th.  The  fire  continued  with  little  in- 
termission for  one  hour,  during  which  time  the 
enemy  attempted,  by  frequent  charges,  to  break 
our  line,  but  without  eifeet,  being  obliged  to  give 
way  by  the  well  directed  fire  of  our  brave  troops. 

The  13th  and  14th  regiments  (which  had  been 
detached  the  preceding  evening)  were  active  ia 
making  prisoners,  and  advanced  with  much  ar- 
dor to  the  field,  in  hopes  of  sharing  with  the 
gallant  5th,  and  22d,  23d,  and  light  troops,  the 
glory  of  another  combat.  But  the  unfortunate 
capture  of  Brig.  Gens.  Chandler  and  ^Vinder, 
who  were  taken  in  the  action  unknown  to  any 
part  of  the  army,  and  hurried  to  tbe  enem.>'^s 
lines,  prevented  the  future  operations  from  be- 
ing carried  into  effect,  with  the  promptitude 
which  assuredly  would  have  takcii  place,  had 
•either  of  those  offieers  been  present  to  com- 
mand. 

As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  generals 
Winder  and  Chandler  were  prisoners,  Colonel 
James  Burn,  on  whom  the  command  devolved, 
summoned  a  council  of  war,  a  majority  of  wlioin 
decided,  that  the  army  ought  to  retire  to  its 
former  position,  at  Forty- mile  creek. 

The  army  on  this  occasion  has  proved  its 
firmness  and  bravery,  by  keeping  its  position  in 
a  night  attack,  in  which  the  yells  of  the  Indians, 
mingled  with  the  roaring  of  cannon  and  mus- 
lictry  were  calculated  to  intimidate.  The  ene- 
my charged  repeatedly,  and  so  dark  was  the 
night,  that  our  army  could  not  distinguish  friend 
from  foe  i   in   one  of  these  they   succeeded  in 
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baiTying  off  a  6  poundor,  howitzer,  and  a  cais- 
son, to  the  j^reat  mortilicalion  of  our  brave  ar- 
tillery. It  is  presumed  it  was  on  tliat  occasion  al- 
so that  we  lost  our  generals,  who  w eie  distinctly 
heard  encouraging^  our  men  to  fight.  The 
squadron  of  dragoons  I'cmaincd  formed  and  sf  cady 
at  their  posts,  hut  could  not  act  on  account  of 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  thickness  of 
the  adjacent  woods. 

Report  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in  the  action 
of  the  6th  June^  at  8toney  Creek. 
Killed — I  sf.rgeant,  1  corporal,  15  privates. 
Wounded — I  captain,    1  sergeant,  2   corporals,  and 
34  privates. 

Missing — 3  brigadier-g-erierals,  1  major,  3  captain^ 
1  subaltern,  9  sergeants,  4  corporals,  80  piivates. 
.   Totals  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  154. 

Correct  returns  from  the  reports  of  the  different 
corps  in  the  action  of  the  6th  inst.  at  Stoney  Creek. 
J.  JOHNSON,  Ast.  Adj.  Gen. 

The  enemy  acknowledged  to  have  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  8th  or  king's  regiment,  280,  men  j 
49tli  regiment,  430 — Total  regular  710,  besides 
«  a  powerful  body  of  Indians  under  the  Chief 
Norton."  As  tlie  enemy  makes  no  mention  of 
his  militia,  and  he  is  known  to  underrate  hisi 
actual  force  in  every  action,  it  may  he  supposed 
that  his  force,  in  the  engagement  at  Sloney-creek^ 
"Was  very  considerable. 

The  American  army  took  up  a  position  at 
Forty-mile  creek,  10  miles  in  rear  of  the  ground 
on  which  it  had  been  attacked.  Here  it  was  join- 
ed at  b  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  June, 
by  a  reinforcement  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Lewis.  At  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  hostile 
Heet  hove  in  sight  ;  the  Americans  lay  on  their 
arms  during  the  night.    At  dawn   of  day  the 
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squadron  appeared  about  a  mile  from  the  sboi'*^ 
about  6  o-elcck  towed  in  a  large  schooner,  (it 
being  ad.  ad  calm,)  with  a  view  to  destroy  a  num- 
ber of  boats  attached  to  the  American  army 
■^hich  lay  on  the  beach.  By  means  of  a  tempo- 
yary  furnace,  constructed  in  half  an  hour,  under 
direction  of  Capt.  Tot  ten,  of  the  engineers,  and 
by  the  successful  fire  from  4  pieces  of  artillery, 
worked  by  the  men  of  Capt.  Archer  and  Tow- 
son's  coij;panies,the  enem>'s  schooner  was  com- 
pelled to  retire,  wiihout  effecling  the  destruction 
of  the  boats.  A  piirty  of  Indians,  having  occu- 
pied a  commanding  eminence,  commenced  an  at- 
tack on  the  Americans,  but  were  soon  dislodged^ 
a'(d  forced  to  retreat  before  a  party  of  volunteers, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  KIdridge,  adjutant  in 
Col.  Chrystie*s  regiment.  Sir  James  Yeo,  com- 
mander of  the  enemy's  fleet,  having  failed  in  his 
attack  on  the  boats,  sent  a  flag  to  the  Amerieaft 
commander,  demanding  a  surrender  of  the  army ; 
to  this  a  verbal  negative  was  given.  On  the  lith, 
a  part  of  the  camp  equipage  and  baggage  were 
put  in  boats,  and  the  weather  being  favoura- 
ble, the  boats,  put  off,  without  waiting  for  a  de- 
tatehment  of  200  men,  which  was  ordered  to  go 
on  board  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them,  in 
€ase  of  being  attacked.  It  was  a  short  time 
calm,  but  a  breeze  springing  up,  when  they  had 
progressed  about  thiee  mih  s,  they  were  1  orne 
down  upon  by  an  armed  schooner  ,•  the  most  en- 
terprising kept  on  and  escaped,  others  ran  to  the 
shore  and  deserted  their  boats;  twelve  of  the 
boats,  principally  containing  baggage  of  the  of- 
5eers  and  men,  were  taken.  At  10  o'  clock,  Gen. 
liCwis  put  the  army  in  motion,  in  order  to  return 
to  Niagara  ;  the  Canadian  militia  and  savages 
lnung  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  during  the  retreats 
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Lieut.   Col.    Bccrstler  was    detacLed   on  the 
evenirii^  of  2od   June,  with  570   men,  lo  a  plact? 
ealled  Beaver-dams,  about  9  miles  from  Queens- 
town,  to  die<pei'se   a  body  of  the  enemy  collected 
there.     The   enemy's   force    was   uiiderstood  to 
consist  of  above  80  regulars,  150  or  200  militia, 
and  50  or   (50  Indians.     Col.  Boerstler's  detach- 
ment reached  within  about  two  miles  of  Beaver- 
dams,  at  8  o'clock  in   the  morning,  when  it  was 
attacked  from  an   ambuscade,  consisting  of  500 
regulars,  and  100  Indians,  but  soon  repulsed  thti 
enemy,  and  then  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent 
an  express  for  reinforcements.     A  reinforcement 
of  300  men,   under  command  of  Col.  Chrystie^ 
was  quickly  marched  to  the  aid  of  Col.  Boerst- 
Jer;  but,  on   arriving   at    Queenstown,  was  in- 
formed, that  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler,  with  his  com- 
mand, had  surrendered  twhc  enemy.     The  re- 
inforcement returned  to  camp.     The  American 
troops  fought  with  gi-eat  bravery  for  two  hours, 
w  liile  surrounded  by  superior  numbers.     General 
Dearborn,  in  his  official  statement,  dated  at  Fort 
George.  June  25th,  expresses  his  surprise,  «•  why 
it   should   have  been  deemed  proper  to  remain 
several  hours  in  a  position  surrounded  by  woods, 
without  either  risking  a  decisive  action,  or  effect- 
ing a  retreat,   remains  to  be  accounted  for,  as 
well  as  the  project  of  waiting  for  a  remforcement, 
from  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miFes.^'    This 
difficulty  was  soon  cleai-ed  up  by  iMajor  Chapiuj, 
who  connnanded  the  militia  at  the  bnttle  of  Bea- 
ver-dams, but    who  arrived  at  Buffaloe  in  the 
night  of  the   13th   July,   having,   togcthep  with 
his  company,  escaped  from  the  enemy,  after  be- 
ing prisoners  of  war.     Capt.  Chapin  stated,  that 
the  enemy  was  considerably  superior  in  number, 
aotwithsttiading  which,    Lieut.  Col.    Boerstie^ 
1  .^ 
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would  liave  been  uble  to  maintain  liis  position,  o*^ 
%i\t  a  passage  through  the  enemy,  so  as  to  effect 
a  retreat ;  but  at  this  juncture  a  British  oiHeer 
rode  lip  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  A- 
meriean  party.  The  demand  \\as  made,  he  said^ 
to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood.  He  asserted 
also,  upon  his  lionour,  and  dedared  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  that  the  British  regular  foree 
was  double  that  of  the  Ameriean,  and  that  the 
Indians  \vf  re  700  in  number.  Lieut.  Col.  Boerst-' 
]er,  under  a  belief  ot*  these  facts,  and  thinking  it 
injpraetieable  to  get  off  the  wounded,  whom  he 
w  s  unwilling  to  abandon  to  the  mercy  of  the  sa- 
vagi^s,  and  deeming  it  extremely  uncertain  whe- 
ther a  retreat  could  be  effrted,  thought  proper 
to  agree  to  terms  of  capitulation,  which  were  at 
length  signed  by  himsoif  on  ilie  one  part,  and  by 
Lieut.  Co!.  Bisiioj)  «>n^5e  otlser. 

Capt.  Chapin  makes  the  following  statement: 

*•  The  ar;icles  of  capitulation  were  no  sooner  sign^ 
cd,  than  they  were  viola'cd.  The  Indians  immedi- 
ately commenct  d  their  depredations,  and  plundered 
the  officers  of  their  side  arms.  The  soldiers  too 
were  stripped  of ''very  av'icii  ot  clothing  t«  which  the 
savages  took  a  fancy,  such  as  hats,  coats,  shoes,  8cc.'* 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  it  was  stipulat- 
ed that  the  woundrd  should  be  taken  good  care 
of,  the  officers  be  permitted  to  retain  their  side- 
arms,  private  property  be  respected,  and  the  mi- 
litia insm«  dij»tely  parcdled.  How  charaeteristic 
ef  a  savage  i.nd  faithless  enemy  was  this  shame^ 
fill  violation  of  honour  and  good  faith. 

M.ijor  Chapin  and  his  corpa  were  detained  un- 
'^er  guard  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontaiio,  and  n© 
attention  pi.id  to  the  article  of  capitulation^ 
ivUkb  5rov]id<ed  for  their  being  ^arolled,    Oq  tW 
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12th  inst.  they  were  ordered  down  the  lake  to 
Kingston  ;  for  which  place  they  were  embarked 
in  two  boats,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  15  men, 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant.  Thirteen 
of  the  men,  with  the  lieutenant,  were  stationed 
in  the  forward  boat  with  Major  Chapin  and  the 
other  officers,  while  the  remaining  two,  (a  ser- 
geant and  one  man,)  took  the  direction  of  the  other 
boat,  which  contained  the  soldiers.  An  agree- 
ment had  been  entered  into,  previous  to  their  de- 
parture, of  seizing  the  first  opportunity  that  of- 
ferred  to  regain  their  libeiiy,  which  they  deter- 
mined to  ellect,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  When 
they  were  within  about  12  miles  of  York,  the 
boat  which  was  filled  with  the  prisoners,  was 
rowed  by  them  along  side  the  other,  under  pre- 
tence of  taking  something  to  drink.  The  signal 
being  given,  they  sprang  upon  the  guard,  who 
little  expected  such  a  manceuvre,  and  in  a  short 
time  disarmed  them,  and  gained  possession  of 
the  boats.  They  immediately  altered  their  course 
from  Kingston  to  Fort  Niagara,  and  after  row- 
ing hard  for  most  of  the  night,  and  escaping  with 
difficulty  from  one  of  the  enemy's  schooners, 
which  gave  them  chase,  arrived  in  safety  with 
their  prisoners,  at  the  American  garrison. 

The  following  extract  of  a  private  letter  from 
Fort  George,  made  ifs  appearance  in  a  publie 
newspaper,  in  the  first  Aveek  in  August: 

"  A  large  boat  arrived  two  days  since  from  Little 
York,  containing  one  lieutenant,  and  8  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty's  militia,  captured  by  6  of  our  men,  (3 
regulars,  and  5  mili'ia,)  taken  at  Beaver  Dams.  The 
lieutenant  and  his  party  were  conducting  them  to 
Kingston — our  men  rose  on  the  English  and  brought- 
them  in  here.  Another  boat,  with  14  of  Boerstkr'a 
men,  has  just  come  in  from  York,  bringing  wiUj. 
^m  their  ceniinelx  ^d  oae  otlier  person/* 
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It  would  be  an  unpardonable  injustice  to  the 
l)rave  Cliapin  not  to  give  his  own  report  of  thi& 
heroic  escape.  The  folio v^iog  is  a  copy  of  hi& 
letter  to  Gen.  Dearborn,  dated  Fort  George, 
June  13th,  1813. 

a  Sir — I  have  just  arrived  from  my  confinement  in 
CaHada,  with  my  men,  without  our  parole.  Our  re- 
turn happened  in  the  following  manner  ;  I  received 
orders  at  Burlington  heights  on  Monday  morning,  to 
go  to  Kingston — We  set  off  accordmgly  under  the 
care  of  a  guard  of  16  men.  I  had  with  me  23  men: 
We  all  went  on  very  quietly  till  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  at  which  time  1  gave  a  signal  to  attack  the 
guard,  which  were  stationed  in  the  follo^ving  order  : 
A  sergeant  and  one  man  in  the  boat  with  my  men,  a 
lieutenant  and  13  men  in  the  boat  with  me  and  two 
officers.  At  the  signal,  my  men  ran  along  side  of  the 
boat  I  was  in.  Lieut.  Showers  ordered  them  to  fall 
astern.  I  ordered  them  on  board — at  which  time  the 
officer  attempted  to  draw  his  sword.  I  seized  him  by 
the  neck  and  threw  him  on  his  back — two  of  his  men 
drew  their  bayonets  upon  me — I  immediately  seized 
both  bayonets  at  the  same  instant,  and  thrt  w  them 
©n  the  top  of  the  officer,  and  kept  all  down  together; 
at  the  same  moment,  my  men  seized  the  gu  .rd,  and 
wrested  f' om  them  their  arms — we  then,  having  pos- 
session of  the  arms,  changed  our  course,  and  arnv<^d 
here  this  morning  half  after  two  o'clock,  all  safe.  We 
have  brought  two  boats  with  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
©bedieot  servant, 

CYRENUS  CHA.PIN." 

On  the  11th  July,  18  43,  250  British  regulars 
crossed  (lie  Niagara,  belaw  Black  Rock,  moved 
up  towards  that  place,  and  marched  far  abover 
the  navy-yard,  before  any  alarm  was  given.  The 
detached  militia,  being  surprised,  retreated  up 
the  beacb>  und  left  the  enemy  in  quiet  possession 
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oi'  the  villa^^e.  who  proccetU'd  to  hum  the  sailors' 
harraeks  and  hloek  houses  at  the  great  battery  ; 
they  then  proceeded  to  the  batteries,  dismounted 
and  spiked  three  12  pounders,  and  took  away 
three  Held-pieces,  and  one  12  pounder;  they  took 
from  the  store-house  a  quantity  ot'>vhiskej,salt, 
flour,  pork,  ^c.  which,  with  lour  citizens,  they 
took  across  tlie  river.  At  the  first  moment  of 
the  alarm,  Gen.  Porter  kit  Black  Rock  for  Buf- 
faloe;  at  which  phiee  he  assembkd  a  body  of 
volunteers,  and  a  few  regulars,  which  with  100 
militia,  and  25  Indians,  formed  a  junction  about! 
a  mile  from  the  enemy.  After  being  formed 
>vith  the  militia  and  Indians  on  the  Hanks,  and 
the  volunteers  and  regulars  in  the  centre,  they 
attacked,  and  the  enemy,  after  a  contest  of  20 
minutes,  retreated  in  the  utmoit  confusion,  to  the 
beach,  embarked  in  several  of  our  boats,  and 
pulled  for  the  opposite  shore;  all  the  boats  got 
off  without  injury,  except  the  last,  which  suifered 
severely  fron[i  our  fire,  and  from  appearance, 
nearly  all  the  men  in  her  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  British  lost  8  killed  on  the  field,  be- 
sides those  killed  and  wounued  in  the  boats.  The 
Americans  took  15  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to 
Batavia.  On  the  American  side,  sergeant  Hart- 
roan,  Jonathan  Thompson,  and  Joseph  Wright, 
were  killed,  aud  5  w  ounded,  Iw  o  of  which  were 
Indians. 

On  the  7th  July,  the  enemy  attacked  a  guard 
ahout  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Fort  George,  when 
Lieut.  Eldridge,  with  39  men,  who  volunteered 
under  him,  went  to  relieve  them  ;  but,  in  his  zeal 
to  execute  the  order,  he  unexpectedly  found 
himself  surrounded  in  the  wood  by  Indians,  who 
opened  a  deadly  fire  upon  his  little  corps,  which 
cut  down  18— a  few  fled,  and  the  remainder  wer© 
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taken  by  the  Indians,  and  stripped,  scalped,  and 
mangled  in  a  horrid  manner.  OnJv  9  of  the' 
corps  escaped. 

During  the  night  of  the  4th  Julj,  a  partv  of 
the  enemy,  consisting,  according  to  the  Brihsli 
account,  of  il  men,  but  known  (o  exceed  that 
number,  passed  over  in  boats  from  Chippawa  to 
Fort  Schlosser,  which  was  guarded  by  only  12 
men,  whom  the  enemy  made  prisoners,  togetijep 
with  three  of  the  citizens;  and  also  succeeded  in 
carrying  off  some  fiour,  salt  pork,  wliiskey,  ^c. ; 
one  brass  six  pounder,  a  few  stands  of  arms, 
some  ball-cartridges,  &c.  with  which  they  has- 
tily retired.  The  enemy  being  reinforced,  re- 
turned on  the  succeeding  evening  to  complete  the 
plundering,  which  his  hurry  and  fears  compelled 
him  to  leave  unfinished  during  his  iirst  visit,  but 
observing  a  guard,  he  retreated  without  attentpt^ 
ing  to  land. 

A  body  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  20© 
men,  besides  Indians,  attacked  the  pickets  at 
Fort  George,  on  the  i7th  July,  but  were  brave- 
ly repulsed,  after  a  contest  of  one  hour.  Al- 
though this  affair  was  not  otherwise  of  much 
consequence,  it  was  in  a  degree  so,  inasniu(  h  as 
it  gave  a  full  opportunity  of  testing  the  conduct 
of  the  American  officers  engi^ged ;  as  it  was 
fought  in  detachments.  Col.  Scott  had  command 
of  the  troops  on  this  occasion.  Gen.  Bo^d.  in 
his  ollTcial  report,  highly  extolled  the  activity 
and  bravery  of  those  engaged,  particularly  Ma- 
jors Cummins,  and  Armstrong;  Captains  Van- 
deursen,  Madii-on,  Birdsall,  arid  Towson. 

A  declaration  of  war,  of  which  the  follovving 
is  a  copy,  was  issued  by  the  Six  Nations  of  New- 
York  Indians,  immediately  after  the  invasion  of 
the  state  by  the  British. 
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DECLARATION  OF  WAR. 

BY     THE    SIX    NATIONS    OF    INDIANS. 

We,  the  Chiefs  and  Councillors  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions of  Indians,  residing  in  the  state  of  New-York, 
do  hereby  proclaim  to  all  th-e  War  Chiefs  and  War- 
riors of  the  Six  Nations,  that  WAR  is  declared  on 
our  p^rt,  against  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada. 

Therefore,  we  do  hereby  command  and  advise  all 
the  War  Chiefs  to  call  forth  immediately  the  War- 
riors under  them,  and  put  them  in  motion,  to  protect 
their  rights  and  liberties,  which  our  brethren,  the 
Americans,  are  now  defending. 

(Signed)  By  the  Grand  Councillorg: 

IVlHJor-General  DearI)orn  liad  been  for  some 
time  in  a  state  of  ill  health.  On  the  15th  Julj 
he  was  superceded  in  the  command  ol*  the  army 
on  the  Nia^ai'a  frontier;  and  was  succeeded  hy 
Gen.  Bovd,  the  second  in  command.  On  this 
occasion,  the  general  received  a  very  affi'ctionate 
address  from  General  lloyd,  and  the  other  officers 
serving  at  Fort  George.  As,  however,  the 
cau«e  of  the  general's  dismissal  was  the  object 
of  various  conjecture,  the  following  extract  from 
tlie  general  order,  issued  on  the  occasion,  will 
give  to  the  reader  all  the  satisfaction  in  our  pow^ 
er  to  communicate. 

'*  The  major-general  commanding,  having  receiv- 
ed orders  fiom  the  secretary  of  war,  to  retire  from 
the  command  of  this  army  until  his  health  shall  be 
re-established,  and  until  further  orders — the  com- 
mand devolves  on  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd.  Were  the  ma- 
jor-general permitted  to  consult  his  own  feelings,  no 
consideration  could  induce  him  to  leave  the  army  at 
this  importii.t  crisis  ;  but  the  first  duty  of  a  soldier 
is  to  obey  his  superiors." 

About  tiie  1  rfh  or  16th  of  July,  two  private 
arjned  boats,  eacli  carrying  a  6  or  8  pounder, 
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and  50  men,  sailed  from  Sackett's  Harbour,  to 
cruise  in  the  St,  Lawrence  .'  On  Monday,  the 
laai,  the.y  fell  in  with  a  gun-boat,  carrying  a 
6  pound  carronade,  eonvoving  15  of  the  enemy's 
b  ateaux,  captured  them  without  the  loss  of  a 
mm,  and  hrought  them  into  Cranberry  Creek, 
a5>out  h9  miles  ahove  Ogdensburgh.  The  bat- 
ttaux  had  on  board  230  barrels  pork,  300  bags 
pilot- hi'ead.  ammunition,  ^c.  bound  from  Montre- 
al to  Kingston.  On  Tuesday  morning,  3  of  tlie 
enemy's  gnn-bf>ats,  with  250  soldiers  from  Pres- 
cot,  arrived  oif  the  creek,  and  landed  their  men, 
Tlie  privateersmen  had  liardly  time  to  construct 
a  breast-work  of  their  hags  of  pilot-bread,  be- 
fore they  were  attacked  by  200  of  the  enemy ; 
and  strange  to  tell,  after  an  obstinate  engage- 
ment, in  which  from  40  to  60  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  his  force  retreated  precipitately  to  their 
boats,  except  1 5,  who  took  to  the  woods,  and 
were  pursued.  The  American  loss  was  trifling,^ 
though  it  is  not  specified.  Sixty-seven  British 
prisoners,  captured  in  the  batteaux  and  gun- boat, 
arrived  at  Watertown  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  employment  of  Indians  by  the  enemy 
rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  attach  the 
friendly  Indians  to  the  army  of  the  V>.  States. 
On  this  occasion  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
proving  that  the  savage  can  abstain  from  those 
barbarous  acts,  which  the  enemy  must  have  en- 
couraged, OP  certainly  did  not  attempt  to  pre* 
Tent. 

A  body  of  volunteers  and  Indians,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Chapin,  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
enemy,  near  Fort  George,  on  the  17th  August, 
in  which  the  latter  was  defeated,  and  complete- 
ly pouted.  The  American  Fndians  captured  12 
of  the  British  Indians,  and  four  whites.    The 
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Indians,  in  a  council  liold  ^vith  them  previous  (o 
^liis  iitFiiir,  covenanted  not  to  s('al[)  or  mm-der. 
Tlieir  bravery  in  b.Utle  was  as  conspicuous  as 
tlieir  liunjaniry  to  the  vanquished;  no  insult  was 
offered  even  to  the  dead. 

At  ihi-y  break  on  the  24th  August,  tlie  encniy> 
>vifh  his  v/hole  force,  eoninianded  U\  Sir  George 
Prevosf,  drove  in  all  the  Anioriean  pickets  at 
Fort  Georj^e.  A  skirnjish  ensued  in  the  viU 
la.i^e,  with  little  efteet,  when  the  enemy  retired, 
leaving;  15  of  his  men  dead  on  the  field,  and  § 
few  prisoners,  including  a  captain  of  the  19th. 
The  A'nericans  lost  two  men  killed,  and  a  few 
wounded. 

The  pain  of  heiig  compelled  to  relate  the  bar- 
barity of  a  faithless  enetny,  on  almost  every  oc- 
casion where  he  had  power,  is  pleasingly  miti- 
gated by  the  contrast  which  the  acts  of  Ameri- 
can soldiers  and  seamen  produce.  Among  the 
many,  too  numerous  for  recollection  or  detail, 
the  following  will  be  read  with  satisfaction  : 

On  the  2tst  September,  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, principally  of  the  village  of  BuflTaloe,  em- 
barked for  Sugar  Loaf,  (about  14<  miles  from 
Fort  Erie.)  under  command  of  Major  Chapin, 
with  an  intention  to  surprise  and  capture  a  Bri- 
tish guard,  commanded  by  Col.  Warren.  The 
colonel  had  anticipated  the  attack,  and  liad 
"withdrawn  himself  and  guard  from  the  lake 
some  miles,  into  the  interior  of  the  country — 
Tlie  party  took  several  prisoners,  who  were  im- 
mediately paroled  ;  and  34  barrels  of  flour,  and 
a  bale  of  blankets,  all  of  which  was  the  proper- 
ty of  government.  There  were  several  hundred 
barrels  of  flour  at  the  mills,  but  there  being  no 
proof  of  its  being  public  property,  it  was  not  ta- 
ken.    The  conduct  of  Major  Chapin,  ia  all  Lis 
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incursions  into  the  enemy's  territory,  lias  been 
strictly  honourable  ;  carefully  distinguishing  be- 
tween friends  and  enemies  ;  justly  discriaiinating 
between  public  and  private  property. 

The  American  fleet,  under  command  of  Com- 
modore Chauncey,  went  out  of  the  inner  har- 
bour of  Sackett's  Harbour,  the  19th  July,  1813, 
and  sailed  soon  afterward.  The  fleet  stretched 
over  for  the  enemy's  shore,  and  from  thence 
«tood  up  the  lake,  and  arrived  off  Niagara,  iu 
the  evening  of  the  27th  July.  Com.  Chauncey 
t)eing  informed  that  the  enemy  had  a  consider- 
able deposit  cf  provisions  and  stores  at  Biiriing- 
ton-bay,  had  determined  to  attempt  their  destruc- 
tion. Having  taken  on  board  250  infantry,  tlie 
ileet  proceeded  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  but  ow- 
ing to  light  winds  and  calms,  did  not  arrive  to 
an  anchorage  before  the  evening  of  the  29th. — 
Two  parties  were  sent  on  shore,  w ho  took  some 
of  the  inhabitants,  from  whom  they  learned, 
that  the  enemy  was  lately  reinforced,  and  that 
he  had  from  (»00  to  800  regulars.  The  troops 
Tvere,  however,  landed  the  next  morning,  toge- 
ther with  some  marines  and  sailors;  but,  on  rc- 
connoitering  the  enemy's  position,  he  was  found 
posted  upon  a  peninsula  of  high  ground,  sti  ong- 
ly  inlrcHched,  and  his  camp  defended  by  ahout 
8  pieces  of  cannon.  It  was  judged  inexpedient 
to  attack  him  with  a  force  scarcely  half  his 
numbers,  and  without  artillery.  The  men 
were  re-embarked  in  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon ;  and  the  fleet  weighed  in  the  evening, 
and  stood  for  York,  in  the  harbour  of  which 
place  it  anchored  about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  On 
the  Slst,  the  schooners  sailed  into  the  upper 
harbour;  the  marines  and  soldiers,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Scott,  landed  without  op- 
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position,  (iipwartis  of  iOO  nion  of  the  enemy  ljav» 
ing  left  York  for  the  liead  of  t!ic  lake,  two  daj^ 
previous  to  tlie  disembarkation.)  Several  huw* 
th'ed  barrels  of  flour  and  provisions  were  found 
in  the  public  store-liouse  ;  also  o  pieees  of  ean- 
nou,  11  boats,  and  a  cjuantitv  oi'  shot,  sheiis,  and 
other  stores;  all  of  wiiich  were  either  destroyed 
or  taken  away — a  few  prisoners  were  taken. 
TJie  troops  were  re-cnibarked  on  the  1st  August, 
having  previously  burned  the  barracks,  and  pub- 
lie  store-houses — tlie  expcditio.i  arrived  at  Ni- 
agara on  the  3d. 

On  the  7th  August,  at  day-light.  Commodore 
Chauneey  discovered  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
2  ships,  Z  brigs,  and  2  large  schooners,  on  Lake 
Ontario.  He  immediately  weighed  anelior,  and 
manoeuvred  to  gain  the  wind.  I?oth  fleets  con- 
tinued to  manoiuvre  for  several  hours,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  each  other  of  ^ibout  5  or  6  milesr 
Commodore  Chauneey  endeiavouring  in  vain  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  action.  Toward  night  it 
became  quite  calm,  during  which  time  the  Com- 
modore endeavoured  to  reach  the  enemy  by 
sweeps,  but  without  success.  Wind,  during  the 
night,  was  \cvy  squally.  At  day-light,  on  the 
8th,  discovered  that  tz  of  the  schooners,  the 
Hamilton  and  Scourge,  mounting  together  19 
j»uns,  had  foundered,  and  e\cvy  soul  on  board 
them,  except  16,  perislicd.  This  accident  gave 
the  enemy  a  decided  advantage,  yet  the  Comn^o- 
dore  offered  him  battle,  wliicli  was  declined. — 
In  the  afternoon  the  wind  fell  away,  and  the 
Commodore  again  endeavoured  to  reach  the  ene- 
my by  means  of  his  sweeps,  but  was  again  un- 
successful. During  the  afternoon,  the  enemy, 
taking  advantage  of  a  wind  whicli  sprang  up, 
and  brought  him  to  windward,  endeavouied  to 
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tut  off  the  American  schooner,  biif  t|)(e^' weB© 
able  to  come  into  their  station  before  lie* could 
readi  them,  ^ight  coming  on,  and  tJie  weathepjr 
as  on  the  former  night,  squally,  ^Lhe  Commo- 
dore, to  guard  against  further  accident,  as  weU 
as  to  afford  some  rest  to  his  men,  wlio  hud  been 
40  hours  at  quarters,  ran  in  towards  ^Niagara* 
and  anchored  outside  the  bar.  Here  he  received 
€n  board,  and  distributed  in  different  vessels,  150 
men,  to  aid  in  boarding,  in  case  he  eould  close 
ivith  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  daj-light  on  (he  9th,  he  discovered 
the  enemy,  weighed  anchor,  and  stood  after  Itim* 
The  winds  were  light  and  variable,  and  before 
noon  quite  calm  ;  at  3  P.  M.  the  wind  sprang  up, 
pursued  the  probable  course  of  the  enemy  during 
the  night.  In  the  morning  of  the  10th,  discov- 
ered the  enemy  and  gave  him  chase;  before  the 
wind  changed,  brought  the  enemy  to  windward, 
by  which  he  was  again  enabled  to  avoid  an  ac- 
tion. Both  fleets  continued  manoeuvring  until 
11,  when  a  firing  commenced  between  both  fleets. 
The  wind  favoured  the  enemy,  and  enabled  him 
to  effect  one  purpose  of  all  his  long  and  cowardly 
manoeuvring,  by  separating  two  vessels  fioui 
the  remainder  of  the  squadron,  and  capturing 
the  Growler  and  Julia. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  11th,  the  Commodore 
got  sight  of  the  enemy,  but  he  still  refused  bat- 
tle, notwithstanding  his  increased  advantage,  by 
the  capture  of  2  vessels,  and  a  wind  favourable 
to  him.  A  gale  coming  on,  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  returned  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  to  obtain  pro- 
visions, of  which  his  ships  was  nearly  desti- 
tute. 

On  the  7tli  September,  the  enemy's  squadron^ 
imder  command  of  Captain  Yeo^  was  discovered 
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v'losL' ifr%itli  the  Niagara  river.  Commodore 
CliauiK'ey's  fleet  iiniiieiUatel^  weighed  anchor^ 
and  prejiar^d  for  aetion.  Ttie  enemy  sailed  to 
the  noi-thu^W  ;■  The  Commodore  ia  pursuit. — 
Tlie  purjiuil  was  continued  all  round  the  lake, 
im(il  the  morning  of  the  liith,  >vhen  the  enemy 
sui'ceeded  in  geding  into  Amherst  hay.  During 
.the  chase,  there  was  a  running  tight,  off  Genes- 
see  river,  whiih  continued  three  and  a  half  hours ; 
the  enemy  suffered  much  ;  the  Americans  did 
not  loo-jc  a  man. 

Commodore  Chaunccy  continued  to  blockade 
the  etiemy  in  Amherst-bay,  until  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, wlr^'n  a  heavy  wind  IVom  the  westward 
favoured  his  escape  into  Kiijgston  ;  and  the  Ame- 
rican fleet  returned  to  Sackett's  Harhour.  Af- 
ter a  few  hours  delay  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  Com- 
modore Cliauncey  sailed  again  for  Niagara, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  24th.  On  the  19th  he 
saw  the  enemy  off  the  False  Ducks,  but  took  no 
notice  of  him,  in  hope  that  he  might  follow  the 
Commodore  up  the  lake. 

Dn  the  2Gth  September,  Commodore  Chauii- 
ecy  learned  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  in  York- 
bay ;  he  prepared  to  weigh,  but  was  prevented 
from  getting  out  of  the  river  before  the  evening 
of  the  ^^rth.  On  the  28th  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered under  way  in  York- bay.  The  Ameri- 
eans  formed  a  line  for  battle,  and  run  down  for 
the  enemy's  centre.  The  enemy  endeavoured  to 
avoid  an  action.  At  10  minutes  past  12,  tbe 
enemy,  in  order  to  save  his  two  rear  vessels* 
was  compelled  to  tack  in  succession,  beginning 
at  his  van,  when  he  hoisted  his  colours,  and  com- 
menced a  fire  on  ('ommoddrc  Chauncey's  flag- 
ship, the  General  Pike,  for  the  purpose  of  ea- 
^r^ring  his  rcai!,  and  attacking  tho  Amcric^Di 
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rear  as  he  passed  to  leeward.  Ky  a  Iiappy  ma- 
noeuvre,  Cominodorc  Chauneey  doieated  this  pari 
of*  the  adversary's  plan,  when  the  laKer  bore 
away.  The  American  ships,  liowever,  closed  so 
near  as  to  bring  their  guns  ^o  bear  ;  and  in  20 
minutes,  the  ii^ain  and  niizen  top- masts,  and 
[ftain  yard  of  the  Wolf  were  shot  away.  This 
ship  immediately  put  before  Die  wind,  and  set  all 
sail  upon  his  main  mast ;  and,  by  keeping  dead 
before  the  wind,  was  enabled  to  escape.  The 
ehnse  was  continued  until  near  3  P.  ^I.  during 
whi( h  time  the  Como^odore's  ship  kept  withiir 
point  b-ank  shot  of  the  enemy,  and  sustained  the 
Avhole  of  his  fire,  during  the  chase. 

At  15  minutes  past  3,  the  Commodore  was 
obliged  to  give  up  the  chase :  his  ship  was  mak- 
ing water  so  i'*ast,  that  it  required  all  his  pumps 
to  keep  her  clear ;  and  others  of  his  vessels  were 
much  damaged.  The  enemy's  fleet  was  within 
six  miles  of  the  head  of  the  lake,  where,  owing 
to  the  stiffness  of  the  gale,  both  fleets  might  g-9 
ashore  at  a  place  in  jjossession  of  the  enemy. — 
The  Conmicdore,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
proeeed  to  Niagara.  The  General  Pike  suffer-^ 
ed  a  considerable  loss  of  men,  among  whom 
xvere  22  killed  or  wounded,  by  the  bursting  of  a 
gun.  On  the  1st  October,  the  Commodore  salt- 
ed again  from  Niagara,  taking  under  convoy  se^ 
veral  boats  with  troops  for  Saekett'^s  Harbour. 
Having  eowvoyed  these  as  far  as  it  was  deemed 
Beiessary  for  their  safety,  he  left  them  to  pro- 
ceed coastwise;  and  he  beat  his  course  in  search 
of  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d  October,  at  10  A.  M.  the  enemy 
"was  discovered  steering  a  course  for  Niagara^.. 
Commodore  Chauncey  ordered  a  chase — the  ea- 
ii»^  avoided  ajo  engagement  as  usual,  and  iva^ 
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far  aboatl  by  sun  down.  On  the  morning  of  the 
3(1,  tlic  enemy  was  discovered  at  anchoi*  close  in 
>vith  the  land,  between  Twelve  and  Twenty  mile 
creeks,  but  made  sail,  on  discovering  the  Ameri- 
can fleet.  The  eliase  continued  all  day  :  the  en- 
emy could  barely  be  made  out  from  the  mast- 
liead  by  sun-down.  At  d.iy-Iight,  on  the  4th, 
lie  could  not  be  seen.  The  Commodore,  sus- 
pecting that  the  enemy,  availing  himself  of  a 
very  dark  night,  had  shaped  his  course  for 
Kingston,  directed  his  course  for  the  Ducks. — 
At  3  P.  M.  the  Commodore  discovered  7  sail 
near  the  false  Ducks,  gave  chase,  and  at  4 
o'clock,  discovered  them  to  be  sloops  and  schoon. 
ers.  At  5  P.  M.  gained  considerably  on  them, 
^vhieh  the  enemy  perceiving,  he  took  the  men 
out  of  a  slow  sailing  gun-boat,  and  then  burned 
her  to  prevent  her  capture.  At  sun-down,  when 
opposite  the  Real  Ducks,  the  Hamilton,  (late 
Growler,)  Confianee,  (late  Julia,)  and  iMary- 
Anne,  struck  their  colours,  and  were  taken  pos- 
session oft^.  The  Drummond  soon  after  struck 
to  the  Sylph  ;  and  on  the  following  moi-ning,  the 
Sylph  took  iwssession  of  the  Lady  Goree.  But 
one  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  a  small  schooner,  es- 
caped, and  she  owed  her  safety  to  the  darkness 
of  the  night. 

Commodore  Chauncey  proceeded  to  Sackett's 
Harbour  with  his  prizes.  The  captured  vessels 
mounted  from  1  to  3  guns  each,  and  were  re- 
turning with  troops  from  the  head  of  the  lake^ 
The  following  are  the  number  and  description 
of  troops  of  the  enemy  made  prisoners  on  this 
occasion  viz.  i  major,  1  captain,  3  s>ul>:ilte!'ns, 
1  surgeon,  10  sergeants,  4  drummers,  20sJ  rank 
and  file,  of  De  VVattevile's  regiment ;  1  lieu^ 
toaaiit>  2  master's  mutes,  ^^  seamea  aod  msK^ 
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Fines,  of  (lie  roval  navy ;  and  4  sailing-masters 
of  the  provincial  navy.  Tiie  enemy's  squadron 
>vas  seen  going  into  Kingston  the  same  evening. 

It  was  eause  of  much  surprise  that  the  Bri- 
tish were  permitted  to  obtain  an  ascendancy  as 
to  actual  force  on  the  lakes  Champiain,  Ontario, 
and  Erie;  if  they  did  not  make  all  the  use  of 
their  numerical  superiority  ^viiich  they  ought  to 
have  made,  it  must  remain  for  themselves  to 
explain.  Cojtimodare  Yeo  was  brave  and  an 
experienced  officer.  His  apparenily  cowardly 
conduct  on  Lake  Ontario,  njust  have  been  the 
result  of  his  private  instructions.  It  must  be 
confessed,  tljat  this  surmise  is  ill  suppoittd  when 
contrasted  \«ith  the  policy  of  the  British  com- 
manders on  lakes  Champiain  and  Erie.  On 
both  these  lakes,  the  enemy  reckoned  on  success, 
as  what  must  certainly  result  frons  his  superior 
tactics,  supported  by  a  superior  force.  He  did 
try  his  strength  and  talents  against  the  Yan- 
kees, and  with  his  ships  and  invincibility,  hand- 
ed over  to  the  Yankees,  all  the  laurels  which 
were  gleaned  from  every  other  naval  power.-— 
The  American  war,  on  the  sea  and  the  lakes,  has 
disgraced,  degraded,  and  humbled  the  pi-oud 
mistress  of  the  deep,  and  raised  the  aspiring 
and  noble  minded  American  to  a  height,  which 
every  nation  in  the  world,  except  England,  has 
witnessed  with  a  pleasure  or  enthusiasm,  that 
speaks  a  language  to  the  Briton,  not  equivocal, 
but  galling,  dreadful,  ominous. 

For  some  time,  the  enemy  assumed,  and  in 
fact,  held  the  command  of  Lake  Erie.  His 
fleet  was  commanded  by  an  officer  of  experience, 
"who  tauntingly  boasted  of  his  superiority^ — 
Commodore  Oliver  H.  Perry  was  appointed  to 
take  cojnmand  of  the  American  fleet*    The  fcK 
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tpwina;  extract  of  a  lettei*  from  him  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  was  dated  4^th  August,  and  aa- 
nouuced  his  intention  of  meeting  the  enemy. 

"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  I 
have  succeeded  in  gettin;^  over  the  bar,  the  U.  S. 
vessels,  the  Lawrence,  Niagara,  Caledonia,  Ariel, 
Scorpion,  Somers,  Tigress,  and  Porcupine.  The 
enemy  have  bren  in  sight  all  day,  and  are  now  about 
4  leagues  from  us.  We  shall  sail  in  pursuit  of  them 
at  3  to-morrow  morning." 

The  following  official  letters  from  the  Com- 
modore, are  proofs  of  the  modesty,  as  ihe  result 
of  the  engagement  was,  of  the  undaunted  hero- 
ism and  naval  skill  of  this  great  commander. 

Copy  of  a  tetter  from   Commodore  Perry  to  the  SeC" 
retary  of  the  JSfavy. 

U.  S.  brig  Niagara,  off  the  Western 
Sisters,  Head  of  Lake  Erie,  Sept. 
]0,  1813,  4  P.M. 
Sir, — It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the 
arms  of  the  United  States,  a  signal  victory  over  their 
enemies  on  this   lake.     The  British  squadron,  con- 
sisting of  2   ships,  2  brigs,  1  schooner,  and  I  sloop, 
have  this  moment  surrendered  to  the  force  under  my 
command,  after  a  sharp  conflict.     I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  8cc. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  W.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Cofiy  of  a  letter  from   Com.  Perry   to  the   Secretary 
of  the  Aavy. 
U.  S.  schooner  Ariel,  Put-in-Bay,  13th 
Sept.  1813. 
Sir, — In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  we  had  cap- 
tured  the  enemy's    fie^  t   on   this  lake.     I  have  now 
the  honour  ;o  give  you  the  mo«t  important  particulars 
of  the  action.     On  the  morning  of  the    1 0th   inst.  at 
sun-risc    t>hey    were    discovered  from   Put-in-Bayj- 
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when  I  by  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  vny 
command.  We  got  under  way,  the  wind  light  at  S. 
W.  and  stood  for  them.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Avind  haul- 
ed to  S.  E.  and  brought  us  to  windward  ;  formed 
the  line  and  bore  up.  At  15  minutes  before  12,  the 
enemy  commenced  firing ;  at  5  minutes  before  ]2) 
the  action  commenced  on  our  part.  Finding  their 
fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns,  and 
its  being  mostly  directed  at  the  L^iwrence,  I  made 
sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow,  for 
the  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enemy.  Every 
brace  and  bowline  being  soon  shot  away,  she  became 
xmmanageable,  notwithstanding  the  great  exertions 
of  the  sailing-master.  In  this  situation  she  sustain- 
ed the  action  upwards  of  two  hours,  within  canister 
distance,  until  every  gun  was  rendered  useless,  and 
the  greater  part  of  her  crew  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed. Finding  she  could  no  longer  annoy  the  enemy, 
I  left  her  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Yarnell,  who,  I  was 
convinced  from  the  bravery  already  displayed  by 
him,  would  do  what  would  comport  with  the  honour 
of  the  flag.  At  half  past  2,  the  wind  springmg  up, 
Capt.  Elliot  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel,  the  Ni- 
agara, gallantly  into  close  action  ;  I  immediately 
went  on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated  my  wish, 
by  volunteering  to  bring  the  schooners,  which  had 
been  kept  astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  into 
close  action.  It  was  with  unspeakable  pain,  that  I 
saw,  soon  after  I  got  on  board  the  Niagara,  the  flag 
of  the  Lawrence  come  down,  although  I  was  per- 
fectly sensible,  that  she  had  been  defended  to  the 
last,  and  that  to  have  continued  to  make  a  show  of 
resistance,  would  have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of 
the  remains  of  her  brave  crew.  But  the  enemy 
was  not  able  to  take  possession  of  her.andcircumstan-^ 
ces  soon  permitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.  At 
45  minutes  past  2,  the  signal  was  made  for  ''  close 
action."  The  Niagara  being  very  little  injured,  I 
determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's  lir»e,  bor© 
lip  and  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships  and  a  bri^^ 
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giving  a  rakinj^  fire  to  them  from  the  starboard  guns, 
and  to  a  large  schooner  and  sloop,  from  the  larboard 
side,  at  half  pistol-shot  distance.  'Hie  smaller  ves- 
sels at  this  time,  having  got  within  grape  and  canis- 
ter distance,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Elliot,  and 
keeping  up  a  well  directed  fire,  tiie  two  ships,  a  brig, 
and  a  schooner,  surrendered,  a  schooner  and  sloop 
jnaking  a  vain  attempt  to  escape.** 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore   Perry. 

U.  S.  schoo  ler  Ariel,  Put-in-Bay,  I3th 
September,  18!3. 
**  I  also  beg  your  instructions  respecting  the 
-wounded.  I  am  swti  iied,  Sir,  that  whutevrr  step^  I 
might  take,  governed  by  humanity,  would  meet  your 
.approbation.  Under  this  impression,  1  have  taken 
upon  myself  to  promise  Capt  Barclay,  who  is  very 
da?]g-crozialy  wou  ,ded,  that  he  shall  be  landed  as  near 
Lake  Ontario  as  possible,  and  1  had  no  doubt  you 
:would  allow  me  to  parole  him.*' 

The  Ibilowin.^  is  the  statement  of  tlie  rcspect- 
tive  forces  of  the  contending  iieeta. 

Stateme?ifi  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. 

Ship  Detroit,  19  guns — 1  on  pivot,  and 

2  howitzers. 
Queen  Charlotte,  17  do.         1  do. 
Schr.  Lady  Prevost,      13  do.        1  do. 
Brig  Hu  ter,  10  do. 

Sloop  Little  Belt,  3  do. 

Schr.  Chippawa,  1  do.  and  2  swivels,. 

63  guns. 
J^oie. — The  Detroit  was  a  new  ship<'very  strongly 
built,  and  mounted  long  24"s,  lS*s,  and  I2's. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  United  States  squadron* 
Brig  Lawrence,  20  guns* 

Niagara,  2v')  do. 

Caledonia,  3  do. 
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Schr.  Ariel,  4  do.  (I  burst  early  in  ac- 
tion.) 

Scorpion,  2  do. 

Somers,  2  do.  and  2  swivels. 

Sloop  Trippe,  1  do. 

Schr.  Tigress,  1  do. 

Porcupine,  1  do. 

54 

Tlip  loss,  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  was 

as  follows ; 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Lawrence, 

22 

61 

83 

JNiagara, 

2 

25 

27 

Caledonia, 

3 

3 

Somers, 

2 

2 

Ariel, 

1 

3 

4 

Trppe, 

2 

2 

Scorpion, 

2 

2 

27  96  123 

Two  days  previous  to  the  action,  57  men  unfit  for 
-iluty  in  the  small  vessels. 

While  givinf5  the  Commodore's  own  account 
of  this  action,  we  cannot  omit  his  laconic  letter 
to  General  Harrison.  It  has  heen  called,  hy  a 
writer,  «  Cesarean  brevity."  Cjesar  said  **  ve- 
ni,  vidi,  vici,"  hut  Perry  did  not  conquer  mere- 
ly by  showing  himself  to  an  enemy,  who,  reckon- 
ing on  his  own  known  superiority  of  force,  and 
presumed  superiority  in  tactics,  calculated,  with 
great  certainty,  on  conquering  the  Yankees.— 
The  battle  was  hard  fought,  and  the  loss  on 
both  sides  very  gnat.  Perry  might  have  said, 
*«  veni  vici,"  or  as  he  would  translate  the  words 
of  the  Roman  general—  "  we  met  the  enemy,  and 
^e^  are  ours  ^"  but  the  addition  of  <*  vidi"  might 
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favour  tlie  opinion  that  lie  won  the  battle  from 
the  timidity  or  inactivity  of  the  eneniy.  vvhicli 
would  l)e  de|)!'ivin,:i;  the  ])iave  Perry  and  his 
crew  of  more  than  half  (lieir  merit. 

"  U.  S.  brii^  Niagara,  off  the  Western 
Sister,  head  of  Lake  Krie,  Sept.  10th, 
1813,  4  P.  M. 

<' Dear  General — We  have  met  the  enemy -and 
they  are  ours.  Two  ships,  two  brinjs,  one  schooner, 
and  one  sloop.  Youis,  vv^ith  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, 6.  H.  PERRY.'' 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  the  enemy  beaten  ship 
to  ship,  bui  now  we  were  lo  witness  them  lieet 
to  fleet;  and  a  more  decisive  or  splendid  vieto- 
ry  was  never  achieved  ••  From  the  best  intor- 
niation,"  says  the  heroic  Perry,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Harrison.  **  we  have  more  prisoners 
than  we  have  men  on  board  our  vessels." 

Compared  with  this,  all  former  naval  victo- 
ries lose  their  splendour  ;  e\en  the  great  Nel- 
son, were  he  alive,   must  rank  below   Perry 

Nelson  never  captured  an  entire  lieet;  Perry 
Las,  and  that  with  a  fleet  inferior  in  size,  weight 
of  metal,  a:ul  number  of  men. 

The  British  fleet  was  commanded  by  Com. 
Barclay,  an  officer  of  great  merit,  and  mu'h  loved 
by  those  under  his  command.  At  a  public  din- 
ner given  to  this  ofli'cr  at  Terrebone,  in  Canada^ 
he  gave  a  toast,  which,  while  it  proves  the  can- 
dour of  the  Commodore  who  gave  it,  is  an  indis- 
putable proof  of  the  merit  of  him  whose  name 
was  the  subject  of  it.  The  toant  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  *•  Commodore  Perry,  the  gallant 
and  generous  enemy.*' 

Soon  after  the  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United   States  appointed  Oliver  H. 
JPeri  J'  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  navy. 

h 
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The  Commodore  was  presented  wilh  the  free- 
dom of  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Albany. 

The  thanks  of  Congress  were  voted  to  the 
Commodore,  his  officers,  seamen  and  marines  ; 
and  medals  were  presented  to  him  and  his  offi- 
cers. 

Tlie  thanks  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  medals,  were  also  voted  to  the  Commodore, 
and  those  brave  men  who  served  under  him. 

Among  the  m^ny  testimonials  of  the  grati- 
tude of  bis  fellow-titizens,  too  numerous  to  de- 
tail, the  following  particulars  of  a  present  from 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  deserves  to  be  enumerat- 
ed, viz. 

«  A  Salver,  of  an  oblong  square  shape,  23  inches 
long,  by  16  1-2  wide,  witi:  a  bright  gadroon  edge. 

Two  Ice  Fails,  or  decanter  coolers,  barrel  shape, 
hooped  round  with  a  bright  gadroon  edge  at  top  and 
bv):tom. 

Two  Pitchers,  of  a  large  size,  Chinese  shape,  with 
tops,  and  bright  gadroons  at  top  i*nd  bottom. 

'J' wo  dozen  Tu7nblers,  plain  barrel  shape,  with  ga- 
droons at  bottom. 

Wine  Glass  coolers,  each  to  hold  a  dozen  glasses, 
oblong  squc.re  shape,  standing  on  feet,  wi'h  bulls  or- 
namented with  a  bright  gadroon  at  bottom,  and  nar- 
row rim    at  top,  impressed  with  an  oak  leaf 

A  Cofee  Pot,  Tta  Pot,  Sugar  Basin,  Cream  JSiv 
er.  Tea  Cady,  and  Slo/i  Bowl — all  of  oblong  shapes, 
standing  on  feet,  with  balls  at  the  corners,  ornament- 
ed with  deep  borders,  impressed  with  roses  and 
leaves,  and  with  bright  gadroons  at  top  and  bottom. 

The  large  pieces  bear  the  Ibliowing  inscription  : 
SEPTEMBER   10,  1813, 

'Signalized  our  Jirst  triumfih  in   squadron 4  very 

sujierior  British  force  on  Lake  Erie^  was 
entirelu  subdued  by 

COM.  O.  M,  PERRY;  , 
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tVhose  g'allantry  in  action  is  equalled  only   by  /lig 
humayiity  in  victory, 
PRESENTED 
In  honour    of  the    Victor,   by    the   CITIZENS   01* 

Bosrojv:' 

The  capture  of  the  British  fleet  removed  the 
chief  object  to  the  capture  of  Maiden;  and 
General  FTarrison  made  dispositions  to  avail 
himself  of  it.  Boats  were  collected,  and  troop* 
assembled.  Governor  Shelby  arrived  on  the  17tU 
SeptenJjer,  at  the  mouth  of  Portage  river,  with 
about  +000  volunteers.  Gen.  M'Arthur  joined 
the  army  in  tliree  days  after  Avith  his  brigade 
from  Fort  Meigs.  On  the  21st,  the  embarkatiou 
of  troops  commenced.  Put-in-bay  Island  was  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  Commodore  Perry's  iieet, 
including  the  captured  vessels,  were  engaged  in 
protecting  and  assisting  the  men  and  boats,  as 
Avell  as  in  conveying  stores,  baggage,  6ce.  The 
army  again  embarked  on  board  the  Heet  and 
boats  at  Put  in- bay,  on  the  23th,  and  arrived  the 
same  evening  at  the  Kastcrn  Sister,  a  small  is- 
land about  sixteen  miles  from  Maiden.  Here 
the  expedition  was  detained  some  time  by  bad 
Aveather,  during  which  time,  a  reconnoisanee  of 
the  enemy's  coast  was  made  by  Gen.  Hariison, 
and  Com.  Perry;  a  despatch  was  also  sent  ta 
apprize  Col.  Johnson  of  their  movements,  Avho, 
with  his  mounted  rangers,  was  to  co-operate  in 
the  reduction  of  Maiden. 

On  the  27tli,  the  army  embarked  at  the  Eas- 
tern Sister,  and  landed  near  Maiden,  in  excellent 
order.  The  enemy  having  previously  evacuated 
the  town,  it  was  entered  by  the  Americans  Avith- 
out  opposition. 

It  has  been  remarked  in  the  early  part  of  this 
bistory,  lkat>  previous  to  the  surrender  of  De- 
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Iroit  to  the  enemy,  the  Indians,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  who  had  joined  tiie  enemy,  re- 
Biitined  inaetive,  wateliing,  with  their  iisnal  sa* 
gtcit,\,  until  they  could  diseover  on  what  side 
lietoiy  was  likelj  to  pei eh.  True  to  their  own 
ini-idious  and  cowardly  ]folicy ,  they  went  over  to 
the  victorious  Britons ;  but  no  sooner  was  the 
effect  of  tl•ea*^on  wiped  off  by  the  courage  of  pa- 
triois,  than  the  savage  witiidrew  from  his  em- 
ployers, and  souglit  peace  from  those,  against 
vhom  he  iiad  so  long  raised  tiie  tomahawk. — 
B^  an  official  letter,  written  h>  Gen.  IVKArthur 
to  the  secretary  of  wr.r,  and  dated  at  Detroit, 
subsequent  to  the  retreat  of  the  British,  it  ap- 
pears that  five  nations  of  Indians,  viz.  the  Otta- 
vas,  Chippawas,  Pattewattemies,  Miamies,  and 
Kickapnos,  have  sued  for  peace.  By  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  between  them  and  Gen.  M'Ar- 
thur,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  "  they 
have  agreed  to  take  hold  of  the  same  tomahawk 
with  us.  (the  people  of  the  United  States.)  and 
to  strike  all  who  are,  or  may  be,  enemies  to  the 
"United  States,  whethet*  British  or  Indians.'^ 

After  the  evacuation  of  31alden  by  the  enemy. 
Gen.  Harrison  pursued  the  British,  although  he 
(Harrison,)  had  very  few  horses.  "  scarcely  a 
sufiicieney  to  mount  the  general  officers,"  whilst 
the  i*etreating  enemy  had  upwards  of  1000 
Lorses.  Notwithstanding  this  disadvantage,  the 
Americans  pursued  their  olyject  with  so  much 
diligence,  tliat  they  came  up  with  the  enemy. 
The  force  destined  for  this  service,  consisted  of 
about  140  regulars,  Johnson's  mounted  regiment, 
(Kentuckians*)  three  companies  of  Col.  Ball's 
legion,  and  such  of  Governor  Shelby's  volunteers 
as  were  fit  for  a  rapid  march  ;  the  whole  a- 
mounting  to  about  3.500  men.     During  the  pur^ 
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riuit,  which  was  attended  with  seveic  pi'ivations, 
(the  whole  army  subsistin!^ lor  several  da^s  upon 
I'resh  beef,  without  bread  or  salt,  and  the  infan- 
try being  without  tents;)  a  considerable  quan- 
tity  of    arms   were  taken,    being   deserted    by 
the   enemy,    and   much    more  destroyed;  these 
consisted  chiefly  of  muskets  taken,  or  ratlier  giv- 
en to  them  by  the  capitulation  of  Detroit.    IVo 
24  pounders,  with  their  carriages,  besides  a  large 
quantity  of  balls  and  shells,  and  two  gun-boats, 
and   several   batteaux,    loaded    with    provisions 
and  ammunition,  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gen. 
Harrison.     The   destruction   of  these  were  at- 
tempted by  the  retreating  enemy,  but  were  saved 
by   the   activity  of  the  pursuers.     Near  a  place 
called  M'Gregor's  Mills,  on  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  river  Phames,  the  Indians  were  placed  in 
great  numbers,  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  riv- 
er.    Upon  the  arrival  of  the  American  advanced 
guard,  a  heavy  fire  was  commenced  on  it  by  the 
Indians,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.     Gen. 
Harrison,  expecting  the  attack  would  be  support- 
ed by  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  drew  up  his 
entire  army  in  order  of  battle,  and  brought  up 
two  6  pounders  to  cover  a  party  which  was  or- 
d'^red  to  repair  a  bridge,  partially  d<^stroyed  by 
the  Indians.     The   Indians,  as  usual,   when   not 
early  successful,  fled,  after  suff.^ring  a  considera- 
ble loss.     The  American  loss  was  2  killed,  and  3 
or  4.  vvoundecr. 

On  the  5th  October,  General  Harrison  camo 
tip  with  the  eni'my ;  the  result  cannot  be  givea 
more  satisfa  torily  than  will  be  found  in  tlie^ 
following  extract  from  his  letter  to  the  seeretarjF 
of  war. 

"  F«onn  the  plice  where  our  army  was  last  halted'^ 
to  tlie  xMuruvun  towns,  a  disunce  of  tibout  three.^ 
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and  a  half  miles,  the  road  passes  through  a  beecE 
forest,  without  any  clearing,  and  for  the  first  two 
miles,  near  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  At  from  two 
to  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river,  a  swamp  ex- 
tends parallel  to  it.  thvoughout  the  whole  dinunce. 
The  intermediate  ground  is  dry,  and  although  the 
trees  are  tolerably  thick,  it  is  in  many  places  clear 
of  underbrush.  Across  this  strip  of  land,  its  left 
ap.fiayed  upon  the  river,  supported  by  artillery  plac- 
ed in  the  wood,  their  right  in  the  swanjp,  covered  by 
the  wlicle  of  their  Indian  force,  the  British  troops 
nvere  drawn  up. 

The  troops  at  my  disposal  consisted  of  about  120 
regulars,  of  the  27th  regiment,  5  brigades  oi  Ken- 
tucky volunteer  militia  infantry,  under  his  •  xcellen> 
€y  (iovernor  Shelby,  averaging  less  than  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  Col.  Johnson's  regiment  of  mounted 
infantry,  making  in  the  whole  an  ao-gregate  some- 
thing  above  300 0.  No  disposition  of  an  army  op- 
posed to  an  Indian  force,  can  be  safe,  unless  it  is  se- 
cured on  the  flanks,  and  in  the  rear.  I  had,  there- 
fore, no  d'fficuliy  in  arranging  the  infantry  conforma- 
bly to  my  general  older  of  bhttle.  Gen  1'rotter's 
fcrigftde  cf  5>''0  men.  formed  the  front  line,  his  right 
upon  the  roud,  and  his  left  upon  the  swamp.  Gen. 
King's  brigade,  as  a  second  line,  150  yards  in  the 
rear  of  Trotter's  and  Chiles's  brigade,  as  a  corps  of 
reserve,  in  the  rear  of  it.  These  three  brigades 
formed  the  com.mand  of  Maj.  Gen  Henry;  the  whole 
of  Gen.  Desha's  division,  consisting  of  two  briga»les, 
TVere  form-  d  en  fio tenet  upon  the  left  of  Trotter. 

While  I  wus  engaged  in  forming  the  infantry,  I 
3iad  directed  Col  Johnson's  regiment,  which  was 
still  in  front  to  be  formed  in  two  lines  opposite  tot 
the  enemy  and.  upon  the  advanre  of  the  infantry^ 
lo  lakt  gi-ound  to  the  left,  and  forming  upon  that 
^ank,  to  endeavour  t<  turn  the  right  of  the  Indians, 
A  momeiit's  iifl^  otion,  however,  convinced  me,  that 
from  the  thickmss  uf  the  woods,  and  swanipiness  of 
^e  grouiidj  tliey  would  be  unable  to  do  any  tbiBg  on. 
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horseback,  nnd  there  was  no  *\me  to  dismount  them 
and  piuce  their  horses  in  security  ;  I,  therelbre,  de- 
termined to  refuse  my  lelt  to  the  Indians,  and  to 
break  the  Britisti  lines  at  once  by  a  chari^e  of  the 
mounted  infantry  ;  the  measure  was  not  sanctioned 
by  any  thiui^  that  I  had  seen  or  heard  of,  but  1  was 
fully  convinced,  that  it  would  su'^ceed.  The  Ame- 
lican  backwoodsmen  ride  better  in  the  woods  than 
any  other  people.  A  musket  or  rifle  is  no  impedi- 
ment to  them,  being  accustomed  to  carry  them  on 
horescback  from  their  earliest  youth.  I  was  per- 
suadcd,  too,  that  the  eneiry  would  be  quite  unpre- 
pared for  the  shock,  and  that  they  could  not  resist 
it.  Conformably  to  this  idea,  1  directed  the  regi- 
ment to  be  drawn  up  in  close  colunui,  with  its  right 
at  the  distance  of  fifty  yards  from  the  road,  (that  it 
might  be,  in  some  measure,  protected  by  the  trees 
from  the  artillery,)  its  left  upon  the  swamp,  and  to 
charge  at  full  speed  as  soon  as  the  enemy  delivered 
their  fire.  The  few  regular  troops  of  the  27th  re- 
giment, under  their  colonel,  (Paul,)  occupied,  in  co- 
lum  of  sections  of  four,  the  small  space  between 
the  road  and  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
the  enemy's  artillery  ;  and  some  ten  or  twelve  friend- 
ly Indidus  were  directed  to  move  under  the  bank. 
The  crotchet  formed  by  the  front  line  and  General 
Dv'sha's  division  was  an  important  point.  At  that 
place,  the  venerable  governor  of  Kentucky  was  post- 
ed, who,  ^t  the  age  of  sixty-six,  preserves  all  the  vi- 
gor of  youth,  the  ardfnt  zeal  which  distii.'guished 
him  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  undaunted  bra- 
very which  he  mani  ested  at  King  s  Mountain.  With 
my  aids-de-camp,  the  acting  assistant  aflj.  general, 
Capt.  Butler,  my  gallant  friend  Com.  Perry,  who 
did  me  the  honour  to  serve  as  my  v 'lunteer  aid-de- 
camp, and  Brig  Gen.  Cass,  who  htivicg  no  command, 
tendered  me  his  assistance,  T  placed  myself  at  the 
head  of  the  front  line  of  infantry,  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  cavalry,  and  give  them  the  necessary 
support.    The  army  Uiid  mwvcd  on  iii  this  orckr  but 
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a  short  distance,  when  the  mounted  men  received  the 
fire  of  the  British  line,  and  were  ordered  to  charge  ; 
the  horses  in  the  front  of  the  column  recoiled  from 
the  fire  ;  another  was  given  by  the  enemy,  and  our 
coluam,  at  length  getting  in  motion,  broke  through 
the  enemy  with  irresistible  force.  In  one  minute, 
the  contest  in  front  was  over ;  the  British  officers, 
seeing  no  hopes  of  reducing  their  disordered  ranks 
to  order,  and  our  mounted  men  wheeling  upon  them, 
and  pouring  in  a  destructive  fire,  immediately  sur- 
rendered. It  is  certain  that  3  only  of  our  troops  were 
wounded  in  this  charo;e.  Upon  the  left,  however, the 
contest  was  more  severe  with  the  Indians.  Colonel 
Johnson,  who  commanded  on  that  flank  of  his  regi- 
ment, received  a  most  galling  fire  from  them,  which 
was  returned  with  great  effect.  The  Indians,  stiU 
further  to  the  right,  advanced,  and  fell  in  with  our 
front  line  of  infantry,  near  its  junction  with  Desha's 
division,  and,  for  a  moment,  made  an  impression  on 
it.  His  excellency  Governor  Shelby,  however, 
brought  up  a  regiment  to  its  support,  and  the  enemy, 
receiving  a  severe  fire  in  front,  and  a  part  of  John- 
son's ngiment  having  gained  their  rear,  retreated 
vith  precipitation." 

The  active  Indian  Chief  Tecumseb,  after 
cvincinjj;  great  resolution,  a  ?(1  continuing  to  fight 
although  heing  hadly  wounded,  fell,  while  di- 
recting a  d^'adi^'  aim  at  Col.  Jolinson.  The  in- 
vincihie  courage  of  the  colonel,  and  his  great 
presence  of  mind,  saved  his  own  valuable  life, 
and  put  an  end  to  that  of  an  irreconcileahle  foe, 
"While  the  sanguinary  Tecumseh  was  aiming  at 
♦he  colonel,  the  laJ ter,  although  wotmded  in  se- 
Teral  parts,  and  much  exhausted^  discharged  his 
pistol  with  great  coolness,  and  brought  the  fe- 
rocious savage  to  the  earth,  wheie  he  was  four  d 
d»*ad.  Ti^e  American  loss  amountrd  t(,  7  kilhd 
and  :i^  wounded  I  the  Biitishlois  was  i%  killed^ 
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22  wounded,  and  601  reujulars  taken  prisoners. 
The  Indians,  from  llic  best  uirorniation,  suiFeied 
severely,  33  of  them  were  found  dead  on  the 
iield.  Six  brass  pieces  of  artillery,  and  two  iron 
2i  pounders,  and  a  lars^e  quantity  of  small  arms, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  victors.  Every  Ameri- 
can will  be  pleased  to  learn,  that  among  the 
iield  pieces,  were  three,  w hicli  were  taken  from 
the  British  during  the  revolutionary  war,  bearing 
the  motto  **  surrendered  liij  Burgoyne  at  iiarato- 
ga^^'  and  lately  surrendered  to  the  enemy  by 
General  Hull.  Major-General  Proctor,  who 
commanded  the  enemy's  forces,  escaped  with 
difficulty,  accompanied  by  about  50  persons,  con- 
sisting cliiefly  of  officers  of  the  army. 

After  this  total  defeat  of  the  enemy,  the  mili- 
tia were  discharged,  and  Gen.  Harrison,  with 
his  disposable  regular  force,  accompanied  by  Com. 
Perry,  arrived  at  Presque  isle,  on  the  22d  Octo- 
ber, from  Detroit ;  from  whence  he  sailed  for 
Black  Rock,  with  a  view  to  co-operate  with  the 
army  there,  or  at  Sackett's  Harbour.  By  this 
excursion,  he,  in  the  short  space  of  less  than  a 
month,  recovered  the  territory  of  Michigan,  pun- 
ished and  forced  into  peace,  the  numerous 
hordes  of  savages,  captured  a  British  regular  ar- 
my, brought  security  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north  western  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
marched  triumphantly  through  a  great  portion  of 
the  Upper  Province  of  Canada.  Gen.  Cass  was 
left  in  the  provisional  government  of  Michigan 
territory. 

The  instances  of  successful  bravery,  wiiich  had 
hitherto  been  frequent,  were  in  a  manner,  eclips- 
ed by  the  following  : 

Major  George  Croghan,  in  the  22d  year  of 
Lis  age,  was  left^  by  Gen.   Harrison,  in  commaud 
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of  i  60  men,  and  with  one  six-pounder,  at  Fort 
Stephenson,  (Lower  Sandusky.) 

In  the  course  of  two  weeks,  there  had  been 
no  fewer  than  ten  rencounters;  in  one  of  which, 
the  enemy  carried  a  block-house  at  Fort  Madi- 
son on  the  lOlh  July,  from  which  they  attack- 
ed the  fort,  but  without  success.  Four  men 
were  butchered  in  the  block-house. 

It  would  appear,  that  it  was  Gen.  Harrison's 
intention,  not  to  expose  the  small  force  at  Fort 
Stephenson,  to  be  cut  off  by  an  enemy  very  su- 
perior in  numbers ;  and  the  major  was,  lor  a 
short  time,  superceded  in  the  command,  in  con- 
sequence of  disobeying  an  order  to  burn  and 
evacuate  the  fort;  but,  on  his  arrival  at  head- 
quarters of  the  general,  he  gave  such  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  his  ability  to  mainfain  the  postr 
that  he  was  immediately  sent  back  with  direc- 
tions to  resume  the  command. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  August,  the  British 
and  Indians,  who  had  come  up  the  Sandusky 
river,  from  the  bay,  commenced  from  their 
boats  a  heavy  cannonading  upon  the  fort,  and 
threw  in  a  great  number  of  shells  from  their 
bomb  batteries.  The  enemy  continued  his  op- 
erations without  success  until  the  evening  of 
the  2d,  when,  after  throwing  a  great  number  of 
balls  from  a  six-pounder,  at  the  north-west  an- 
gle of  the  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
breach,  a  column,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant ColoneljShort,  advanced  to  the  point  on  which 
the  artillery  had  been  played,  with  intention  of 
storming,  but  the  judicious  manag;ement  of  Ma- 
jor Croghan,  foiled  the  enpin»y  in  his  attempt. 
The  ditch,  which  surrounded  the  works,  was 
about  eight  feet  wide,  and  of  equal  d'^f>th — this 
the  enemy  had  to  enter  before  they  couid  ap» 
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preach  the  pickets :  (throu£;li  the  top  of  each, 
a  bayonet  was  driven  in  a  horizontal  directio  ;,) 
>vhil^n  |ki;fi  situation,  the  six-pounder,  which 
'was  masked  in  a  bh)ck-house,  and  a  ravine  ad- 
jacent, poured  upon  the  storming  column  a  tre- 
mendous shower  of  musket  balls,  which  did  ter- 
rible execuJiofi,  and  so  confounded  the  assail- 
ants, that  Lieut.  Colonel  Short,  who  had  pre- 
viously ordered  his  men  to  *♦  scale  the  pickets, 
and  show  the  damned  Yankee  rascals  no  quar- 
ters," exhibited  a  white  handkerchief  as  a  sig- 
nal of  distress,  evincing  his  disposition  to  have 
quarters  given  him,  after  he  had  proclaimed 
that  the  garrisoi  should  be  massacred.  It  was, 
however,  too  late — the  next  discharge  proved 
fatal — he  fell — and  Lieut.  Gordon  of  the  29th 
regiment,  died  by  his  side.  This  was  near  two 
hours  before  sun- set.  The  liring  from  the 
hlock-house  was  principally  directed  at  the  en- 
emy who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  direction  of 
the  ravine — the  slaughter  there  was  immense, 
and  Gen,  Proctor,  who  commanded  in  persortp 
ordered  the  allied  enemy  to  retreat  to  their 
boats.  The  gri'ater  j)art  of  the  night  was  oc- 
cupied in  carrying  off  the  dead  and  wounded— 
from  the  number  of  trails  discovered  in  the 
grass,  it  is  evident  that  no  less  than  :>0  of  the 
dead  were  dragged  away.  About  ,^0  killed,  in- 
cluding the  two  officers  mentioned  above,  were 
left  in  the  ditch  and  ravine — and  30  prisoners, 
18  severely  wounded,  which  Gen.  Proctor,  in  his 
hurry,  left  behind,  were  afterwards  brought  in- 
to the  fort.  It  is  a  fact,  worthy  of  observation 
that  not  one  Indian  was  found  among  the  dead 
although  it  is  kno\\n  that  from  3  to  400  were 
present,  under  the  celebrnted  Captain  Elliot — 
The  number  of  British  regulars  was  490,  from 
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the  49tli  regiment.  Major  Croglian  had  but 
one  man  kilied,  and  7  slight Iv  wonnded. 

The  British  loss,  hy  their  own^'on^sion, 
amounted  to  yi,  exclusive  of  Indians.  There 
wab,  however,  suffieieni  evidence  to  justify  the 
belief,  that  it  was  eonsiderahlj'  more. 

When  Colonel  Elliot  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  fort,  he  stated,  that,  unless  his  demand 
was  promptly  acceded  to,  a  general  massacre 
woiild  ensue.  And  when  Colonel  Short,  who 
co2umanded  the  Brliish  regulars,  destined  to 
storm  tiie  fort,  had  formed  his  troops  in  a  line 
parallel  with  the  ditch,  he  ordered  them,  in  the 
hearing  of  our  men,  to  leap  the  ditch,  out  down 
the  pickets,  and  give  the  Americans  no  quar- 
ters. This  barharous  order,  which  none  but  a 
savage  could  give,  was  not,  however,  permitted 
to  go  unpunisised ;  for  the  words  were  hardly 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  British  commander, 
when  the  retributive  justice  of  Providence  ar- 
rested him;  and  the  wretch  was  obliged  to  sue 
f(.r  that  mercy  which  he  had  determined  not  to 
extend  to  others.  It  may  be  ohserved  here,  in 
honour  of  the  character  of  the  American  sol- 
diers, that  although  their  little  hand  were  well 
aware  of  the  fate  which  the  enemy  had  prepared 
for  them,  yet,  they  were  no  sooner  subdued, 
than  the  Americans  forgot  the  crimes  of  the  en- 
emy in  their  sufferings ;  and  the  wounded  in  the 
ditch  9  whose  groans  and  constant  calls  for  water  9 
were  heard  hy  the  men  in  the  fort,  tVi^re  supplied 
zvilh  thai  necessary  article^  on  the  night  succeed- 
ing the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy ^  by  the  genero- 
eiiy  of  the  Jimericans,  who,  with  consider ahle 
hazard,  ventured  to  risk  their  lives  in  order  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  very  men  wlio  had 
plotted  tlieir  entire  destruction. 
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The  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  lias  been 
eonferred  by  the  President  ol'  the  United  States 
on  ^\jor  Croghan. 

The  ladies  of  Chillieothc  have  presented  him 
with  a  sword,  and  a  flattering  address. 

On  tlK"!  3d  of  June,  a  detachment  of  the  ene- 
my, witli  a  number  of  gun-boats,  from  Isle- 
Aux-\oix,  succeeded  in  capturing  the  U.  S, 
armed  vessels.  Growler  and  Eagle,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  after  a  well  contested  defence  by 
the  brave  crews  of  these  vessels,  against  a  very 
superior  force.  The  consequence  was,  that  the 
enemy  gained  a  very  decided  superiority  on  the 
lake. 

The  enemy  reckoned  on  success  in  his  future 
operations  in  this  quarter,  not  only  from  his 
own  superior  force,  but  also  from  the  unprepared 
state  of  the  Americans.  Com.  Macdonough 
had  not  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen  to  man 
his  sloops,  and  would  be  highly  reprehensible 
Lad  he  been  defeated  in  an  attempt  to  recover 
the  ascendency  on  the  lake.  There  were  no 
troops  statio  led  at  Plattsburgh.  While  things 
were  thus  situated,  the  British  flotilla,  consist- 
ing of  2  sloops  of  war,  (the  Eagle  and  Growler,) 
lately  captured,  S  gun-boats,  a-id  ^y  batteaux, 
loaded  with  troops,  sailors,  and  marines,  about 
1400  in  all,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Murray^ 
crossed  the  line  at  Champlain,  on  the  30th  Ju- 
ly, and  entered  Plattsburgli  on  the  following  day- 

On  the  first  inforMiation  of  the  ajiproach  of 
the  enemy.  Gen.  Mooers  gave  orders  for  calling 
out  the  militia;  and  when  the  enemy  arrived, 
about  300  from  Plattsburgh  and  the  nei'jjhbour- 
ing  towns,  had  collected,  w'lo  retired  back  a  few 
miles,  where  they  were  joI.kmI  bv  the  residue  of 
the  regiment  from  the  county  of  Essex. 
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Although  the  officers  who  had  the  command 
of  the  expedhion,  assured  the  civil  authority  of 
the  village,  that  private  property  should  h*e  re- 
spected, and  that  citizens  not  in  arras,  should 
remain  unmolested — yet  these  promises  were  no 
sooner  made  than  violated  ;  the  enemy,  not  sat- 
isfied with  destroying  the  public  buildings,  such 
as  the  block-house,  arsenal,  armory,  hospital, 
and  military  cantonments,  wantonly  burned  two 
store- houses,  belonging  to  Peter  Sailly,  esq. 
and  one  belonging  to  Major  N.  Z.  Piatt — took, 
and  cari'ied  off  several  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  hardware,  belonging  to  Frothinham  &  Co. 
of  Boston,  which  had  been  stored  with  Mr. 
Sailly.  The  destruction  of  private  property 
was  not  limited  to  such  as  they  could  eat,  drink, 
and  carry  away,  but  furniture,  which  could  not 
be  of  any  use  to  the  plunderers,  wus  wantonly 
destroyed — tables,  bureaus,  clocks,  desks,  cup- 
boards, and  crockery,  v.ere  cut  and  broken  to 
pieces,  and  thrown  about  the  houses — books  and 
writings  were  torn  to  pieces,  and  scattered  about 
the  streets. 

The  various  successes  of  the  enemy,  during 
their  short  visit  to  Plattsburgh,  are  described 
by  several  respectable  authorities,  to  be  enor- 
mous, cruel,  and  wanton,  in  a  high  degree. — 
«  Well  was  it,"  says  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the 
scene,  "  for  our  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters, 
that  they  remembered  the  excesses  at  Hampton, 
and  trusted  not  their  persons  to  the  mercy  of  the 
invaders." 

On  Sunday,  the  faithless  ruffians,  the  unprin- 
cipled invaders,  re-embarked,  and  stood  out  of 
the  bay.  They  took  a  Durham  boat,  loaded 
with  flour,  and  8  sloops,  one  cf  which  they  burn- 
ed. 
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On  their  return  to  Point-aii-l^ochc,  the  crew 
of  one  of  the  boats  landed,  and  part  went  to  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Williams,*  they  found  his  wife 
out  of  tlie  house ;  two  of  them  went  in,  to  keep 
the  husband  in  eheck,  while  the  tiiird  attempted 
to  gratify  his  brutal  desires  upon  her.  Her  hus- 
band, hearing  her  screams,  came  to  her  assist- 
ance, and  in  the  struggle,  the  woman  discharged 
the  villain's  gun,  disengaged  the  bayonet  there- 
from, which  she  stuck  twice  into  his  own  back, 
and  wounded  him  pietty  severely;  the  other  two 
fled,  and  iMr.  Williams  and  his  wife  bound  the 
rascal,  and  sent  him  in;  the  inhabitants  on  Point- 
au-Hoche,  took  the  skiff  in  which  they  came,  and 
the  other  soldiers. 

The  United  5Uates'  troops  at  Burlington,  un- 
der command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Hampton,  consisted 
of  about  4000  men.  They  were  under  arms, 
waiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  would, 
undoubtedly,  have  defended  their  post  against 
any  attack  they  could  have  made  on  it. 

On  the  3d  August,  the  enemy  appeared  before 
Burlington,  and  fired  into  the  town  for  some 
time,  but  no  considerable  damage  was  done.  In 
the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a  detachment  pro- 
ceeded to  Shelburne,  4  or  5  miles  south  of  Bur- 
lington, where  they  seized  a  sloop,  with  about 
400  barrels  of  flour.  The  limited  force  under 
Gen.  Hampton,  would  not  justify  his  detaching 
any  part  of  his  troops  from  the  protection  of 
property  and  stores  under  his  immediate  care? 
the  marauding  enemy  wisely  retired  before  re- 
inforcements could  have  arrived. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  U.  S.  government,^ 
to  make  an  attack  on  Montreal,  before  the  win- 
ter would  put  an  end  to  the  campaign.  The  ef- 
fecting of  this  object  would  give  to  the  United 
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States  the  entire  command  of  Upper  Canada., 
completely  subdue  the  Indians,  regain  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Canadians,  which  was  suspended  by 
the  sudden  retreat,  and  subsequent  conduct  of 
Gen.  Hull,  and  make  an  impression  on  the  ene- 
my, which  must  incline  him  to  peace,  on  just  and 
lionourable  terms.  A  large  force  was  ordered 
to  ISackett's  Harbour;  and  Gen.  Wilkinson,  wha 
had  the  chief  command,  was  ordered  to  use  his 
utmost  eflbrt,  and  the  greatest  possible  expedi? 
lion  in  carrying  the  design  into  effect. 

On  the  1st  Nov.  1813,  Gen.  AVilkinson's  army 
began  its  movements  from  Grenadier-Island, 
do  .vn  the  St.  Lawrence.  Thev  had  not  proceed* 
ed  far,  befo;  e  the  advanced  corps,  under  General 
Brown,  was  attiicked  by  the  enemy,  from  the 
shore.  On  returning  the  fire,  the  enemy  dis- 
persed, and  the  army  advanced. 

I'he  movements  of  the  army  under  General 
Hampton,  were  intended  to  facilitate  those  of 
Gen.  Wilkinson  ;  s:nd  both  armies  were  finally  to 
imite,  previous  to  the  attack  on  Montreal. 

The  army  under  Gen.  Hampton,  moved  from 
Chateaugay  on  the  21st  October,  and  arrived 
at  its  position  at  Seais's,  on  the  22d — thus  hav- 
ing, with  incredible  labour,  surmounted  24  miles 
of  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  route,  through 
the  extensive  and  almost  impassable  forest, 
■which  bounds  the  Canada  line.  After  4  or  5 
miles  of  open  country,  another  forest  of  6  or  7 
miles  was  opposed  to  their  march,  (which  was  on 
the  north-west  side  of  the  river.)  This  the  en- 
emy had  made  almost  an  entire  fortification,  by 
crossing  it  with  felled  trees,  interspersed  with 
breast-works  and  ditches :  through  these  ob- 
structions, the  enemy  was  to  be  assailed — a  part 
of  their  forees,  eonsisting   of  light  troops  and 
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Indians,  were  posted  in  these  defences,  while  the 
main  hody,  commanded  by  Sir  George  Prevost, 
in  person,  was  lodged  in  the  rear,  fortified  with 
batteries  and  cannon.  The  hardships  the  Ame- 
rican army  had  endured,  the  continual  rains  that 
were  falling,  and  the  obstructions  in  front,  would 
have  damped  the  ardour  of  troops  less  disposed 
to  disregard  all  sufferings  and  perils  in  pursuit 
of  glory,  and  in  the  service  of  their  country — 
but  on  the  contrary,  partaking  largely  of  the 
spirit  which  inspired  their  commander  in  chief, 
every  individual  seemed  uncommonly  emulous  of 
the  enterprise. 

It  was  believed  that  the  obstructions  could 
not  be  forced  by  tlie  main  body,  without  great 
loss.  To  avoid  this,  the  light  companies,  and  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  were  detached  at  dark, 
on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  to  proceed  on  the 
opposite  (S  E.)  side  of  the  river,  to  a  fording 
place,  below  tlie  enemy's  advance,  which  they 
were  to  Ci-oss,  anu  attack  the  enemy  in  flank 
and  rear,  while  the  main  body  should  attack  ia 
front;  and  thus  destroy  the  enemy's  defence 
at  a  blow.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
incessant  rain,  and  the  difficulties  of  the  wood, 
the  guide  who  conducted  this  detachment  hav- 
ing lost  his  way,  the  party  did  not  arrive  at  the 
proposed  point.  The  battalion  of  the  10th  re- 
giment, consisting  of  about  200  men,  were,  at 
the  appointed  time,  (3  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  26th) 
at  the  entrance  of  the  obstructed  wood,  waiting 
the  attack  of  the  troops  on  the  enemy's  flank,, 
which  was  to  be  the  signal  for  them  to  advance. 
At  this  moment,  the  enenjy  commenced  a  fire 
on  this  battalion,  who  promptly  returned  it, 
then  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  from  theip- 
lurking  places,  dispersing  them  entirely,  anJ 
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silencing  their  lire  ;  in  this  the  Americans  had 
only  one  man  killed,  and  some  3  or  4  wounded. 
At  this  moment,  the  firing  commenced  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  some  of  the  light 
companies,  and  it  was  here,  and  not  in  either 
of  the  main  divisions  of  the  army,  that  any  se- 
rious loss,  or  the  least  confusion  occuFred ;  the 
enemy  was,  however,  soon  dispersed  in  this 
quarter  a' so.  After  waiting  some  time  for  the 
renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack,  the  main  hody 
of  the  American  army  fell  hack  slowly,  and  in 
good  order,  the  enemy  not  daring  to  show 
themselves,  or  in  the  least  to  interrupt  their 
march,  to  a  position  4  miles  fiom  the  place  of 
action.  Here  they  were  shortly  after  joined  by 
the  detached  party,  who  had  had  some  further 
skirmishing  w  ith  the  enemy  of  no  great  account. 
At  this  place  they  remained  several  days,  with- 
out receiving  the  least  molestation.  The  only 
fi  ilure  of  the  expedition,  is  attributable  to  the 
miscarriage  of  the  guide,  which  disconcerted  a 
plan,  that  otherwise  must  have  led  to  the  cap- 
ture of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  the  complete  destruction  of  his  plaD 
of  defence. 

The  American  actual  total  loss,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missins:,  did  not  exceed  36  men. 
T)je  whole  American  force  engaged,  did  not  ex- 
teed  225  men  on  the  side  where  the  greatest 
force  of  the  enemy  were  opposed — the  other  re- 
giments did  not  arrive  until  the  moment  when 
the  enemy  were  retiring,  and  were  only  formed> 
and  in  line,  but  took  no  part  in  the  engage- 
ment. 

Colonel  Purdy.  who  commanded!  the  detach- 
ment which  fought  this  battle,  in  his  report  ta 
Gen.  Wilkiasou^  is  very  free  in  his  censure  of 
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Gen.  Hampton.  «•  Incredible,"  says  the  colonel, 
"  as  it  may  appear,  Gen.  Hampton  entrusted 
nearly  one  half  of  his  army,  and  those  his  best 
troops,  to  the  guidance  of  men,  each  of  whom 
repeatedly  assured  him,  that  they  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  and  were  not  compe- 
tent to  direct  such  an  expedition." 

«  Towards  sun-down,"  says  the  colonel,  <<  T 
sent  Gen.  Hampton  a  request,  that  a  regiment 
miglit  be  ordered  down  to  cover  my  landing  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river;  but,  judge  my 
surprise,  on  receiving  inteHigence  that  he  had 
retreated  with  the  second  brigade,  nearly  three 
miles." 

**  Never,  to  my  knowledge,"  says  the  colonel, 
in  another  part  of  his  despatch,  •*  during  our 
inarch  into  Canada,  and  while  we  remained  at 
the  Four  Corners,  a  term  of  26  days,  did  Gea. 
Hainpton  ever  send  offa  scouting  or  reconnoitre- 
ing  party,  (except  in  one  or  two  cases  at  Spears's, 
in  Canada,  when  he  detached  a  few  dragoons 
for  this  duty,)  nor  did  he,  from  the  time  we  coni- 
menced  our  march  from  Cumberland  Head,  to 
our  arrival  at  Piattsburgh,  ever  order  a  front 
flank,  or  rear  guard,  to  be  kept  up,  though  a 
great  part  of  the  time  we  were  in  situations 
which  evidently  required  it.  True  it  is,  these 
guards  were  occasionally  sent  out,  not^  however, 
by  his  order,  but  by  the  orders  of  the  officers 
commanding  brigades." 

The  colonel  winds  up  his  charges  against  Gen. 
Hampton,  by  saying,  <*  Such  has  been  the  gene- 
ral's conduct,  on  some  occasions,  that  I  have, 
in  common  with  other  officers,  been  induced  to 
believe,  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  a  too 
free  use  of  spiritous  liquors." 

The  official  account  of  this  action,  by  the 
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British  General  Bajnes,  is  \ery  different  from 
the  above,  but  so  iuiprobable  and  wide  (rom  the 
truth,  thai  it  ma;v,  with  much  safety,  be  averred, 
that  it  did  not  meet  belief  from  a  single  reader 
of  any  |>arty. 

As  soon  as  General  Wilkinson  passed  Kings- 
ton, and  that  it  became  evident,  he  must  have 
designed  the  taking  of  Montreal,  the  troops 
which  were  stationed  for  the  defence  of  Kings- 
ton, were  employed  in  annoying  and  delating 
the  progress  of  the  American  army.  **  The 
corps  of  tiie  enemy,"  says  Gen.  AViikinson,  in 
his  official  report  lo  the  secretary  of  war.  *♦  from 
Kingston,  which  followed  me,  hung  on  my  rear, 
and  in  concert  with  a  heavy  galley,  and  a  few 
gun-boats,  seemed  determined  to  retai'd  my 
progress.  I  was  strongly  tempted  to  halt,  turn 
about,  and  put  an  end  to  his  teasing;  but  alas! 
I  was  confined  to  my  bed  ;  Maj,  Gen.  Lewis 
was  too  il!  for  any  acti^^e  exertions  ;  and  above 
all,  I  did  not  dare  suffer  myself  to  be  diverted  a 
single  day  from  the  prosecution  of  the  views  of 
government." 

On  the  10th,  about  noon,  Gen.  Brown,  who 
was  with  his  command  in  frosU,  and  some  dis- 
tance below  the  main  body  of  the  army,  was  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  at  the  moment  when  a 
strong  party  of  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  real* 
of  Gen.  Wilkinson,  with  several  galliesand  gun- 
boats ;  from  whence  they  commenced  a  fire, 
but  were  soon  compelled  to  retire  from  the  lire 
of  a  battery  of  18  pounders,  planted  on  the  oc- 
casion. Wilkinson's  army  came  to  for  the 
night,  a  short  distance  above  the  Longue  Sant  f 
it  was  intended  to  pass  it  that  day,  but  the  de- 
lays occasioned  by  dis-embarking,  and  re-em- 
barkiug  heavy  guns,  prevented  the  army  from 
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peaching  the  Saut  as  early  as  expected ;  and 
the  pilots  would  not  dare  enter  the  Saut,  (a  ra- 
pid of  8  miles,)  at  a  late  hour.  At  10  o'clock 
the  following  day.  Gen.  Wilkinson  received  ad- 
vice, that  Gen.  iirown,  having  forced  the  ene- 
my, would  arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  Saut  early 
in  the  day.  Ordt^rs  were  immediately  givea 
for  the  flotilla  to  sail,  at  which  momeut,  the  en- 
emy's gun-boats  appeared,  and  began  to  throw 
shells  among  the  American  flotilla.  General 
'Wilkinson,  calculating  from  reports  and  appear- 
ances, that  the  eneasy  only  looked  for  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  for  attack,  had  determined 
to  anticipate  him.  ••  Directions,"  says  General 
Wilkinsou,  ♦«  were  accordingly  sent,  by  that 
distinguished  officer.  Col.  Swift  of  the  engineers, 
to  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  to  throw  the  detachments  of 
liis  command,  assigned  to  him  in  the  order  of 
the  preceding  day,  and  composed  of  men  of  his 
own.  Covington's  and  Swartwout's  brigades,  in- 
to 3  columns,  to  march  upon  the  enemy,  out- 
flank him  if  possible,  and  take  his  artillery. 
The  action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  ad- 
vanced body  of  the  enemy,  and  became  extreme- 
ly sharp  and  galling,  and,  with  occasional  pau- 
ses, not  sustained  with  great  vivacity,  in  open 
space,  and  fair  combat,  for  upwards  of  two  and 
a  half  hours — the  adverse  lines  alternately 
yielding  and  advancing.  It  is  impossible  to  say, 
with  accuracy,  what  was  our  number  on  the 
field,  because  it  consisted  of  indefioite  detach- 
ments taken  from  the  boats,  to  render  safe  the 
passage  of  the  Saut.  Gens.  Covington  and 
Swartwout,  voluntarily  took  part  in  the  action, 
at  the  head  of  detachments,  from  their  respec- 
tive brigades,  and  exhilnted  the  same  courage 
that  was  displayed  by  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  who  hap- 
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pened  to  be  the  senior  officer  on  t!*e  ground. — 
Our  force  engaged  might  have  reached  16  or 
1700  men,  but  actually  did  not  exceed  1800  ; 
that  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  from  l^iOO  to 
2,000,  but  did  not  probably  amount  to  more  than 
15  or  1600 — consisting,  as  1  am  informed,  of 
detachments  from  the  49th,  8ith,  and  104th  re- 
giments of  the  line,  with  three  companies  of  the 
Yoltigeur  and  Glengary  corps,  and  the  militia 
of  the  country,  who  are  not  included  in  the  es- 
timate." 

This  battle  (the  battle  of  William sburgh,)  was 
contested  with  a  cour^ige  and  obstinacy,  that 
perhaps  had  no  parallel.  To  witness  undisci- 
plined troops,  and  inexperienced  officers,  substi- 
tuting courage  and  patriotism  in  place  of  mili^ 
tary  knowledge ;  and  thus  opposed,  for  3  hours, 
to  a  regular  army,  was  a  sight  on  which  the 
guardian  angel  of  America,  must  have  looked 
with  exultit^g  gratification.  Amidst  a  shower 
of  musketry  and  ShrapnehsheUsf  the  brave 
Americans,  insensible  to  IVar,  dashed  into  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  whose  position  was  strength- 
ened by  ravines  and  thickets.  The  enemy  re- 
tired for  more  than  a  mile  before  the  resolute 
and  repeated  charges.  The  brigade,  first  en- 
gaged, had  expended  its  ammunition,  and  was 
compelled  to  retire,  in  order  to  procure  a  sup- 
ply. This  movement  so  disconcerted  the  line, 
as  to  render  it  expedient  for  another  brigade  to 
retire.  The  artillery,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  could  not  be  bsought  up  until  after 
this  event.  The  fire  from  the  artillery  was  ve- 
ry destructive  to  the  enemy ;  but  when  direct- 
ed to  retire,  in  passing  a  deep  ravine,  one  piece 
was  lost,  but  not  until  after  the  fall  of  its  gal- 
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laiit  commander,  Lieutenant  Smith,  and  most  of 
liis  men. 

The  whole  of  tlie  line  was  re-formed  on  the 
borders  of  those  woods  from  which  the  enemy 
had  first  been  driven,  when  night  coming  on, 
and  the  storm  continuing  and  the  object  of  at- 
tack having  been  fully  accomplished,  the  troops 
were  directed  to  return  to  the  ground  near  the 
flotilla,  which  movement  was  executed  in  good 
order,  and  without  any  interruption  from  the 
enemy. 

General  Covington  received  a  mortal  wound, 
while  leading  his  men  to  a  successful  charge. — 
Colonel  Preston  was  severely  wounded,  while 
fighting  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Major 
Cummings  received  a  severe  wound,  while  mak- 
ing a  charge,  but  yet  continued  to  fight  until 
exhausted  hy  the  loss  of  blood.  General  Bo^^d 
has  taken  particular  notice,  in  his  oflicial  des- 
patch, of  the  merits  of  Brig.  Gen.  Swartwout; 
Colonels  Coles,  Walback,  Johnson,  Pierce, 
Gaines,  Ripley,  and  Aspinwall ;  Majors  Morgan, 
Crafton,  Gardner,  Beebe  and  Chambers ;  Lieu- 
tenants Henry,  Whiting,  and  Worth.  The  gen- 
eral concludes  his  report  in  the  following  words ; 
^«  Permit  me  now  to  add,  sir,  tliat  though  the 
result  of  this  action  was  not  so  brilliant  and  de- 
cisive as  I  could  have  wished,  and  the  first  sta- 
ges of  it  seemed  to  promise,  yet,  when  it  is  re- 
collected, that  the  troops  had  been  long  expos- 
ed to  hard  privations  and  fatigues,  to  inclement 
storms,  from  which  they  could  have  no  shelter ; 
that  the  enemy  were  superior  to  us  in  numbers, 
and  greatly  superior  in  position,  and  supported 
by  7  or  8  heavy  gun-boats  ;  that  the  action  be- 
ing unexpected,  was  necessarily  commenced, 
without  much  concert;  that  we  were,  by  una- 


144  HISTORY   OF    THE    >VAK. 

voidable  circumstances,  long  deprived  of  oiiv 
artillery ;  and  that  the  action  was  warmly  and 
obstinately  contested  for  more  than  three  hours, 
during  which  there  were  hut  a  few  short  cessa- 
tions of  musketry  and  cannon  ;  when  all  these 
circumstances  are  recollected,  perhaps  this  «]ay 
may  be  thought  to  have  added  some  reputation 
to  the  American  arms.  And  if.  on  this  occa- 
sion, you  shall  believe  me  to  have  done  my  duty, 
and  accomplislied  any  one  of  your  purposes,  I 
shall  be  satisfied  " 

After  this  engagement,  the  troops  proceeded 
down  the  river  without  further  annoyance  from 
the  enemy  or  their  gun  boats,  while  the  dra- 
goons, with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  marched 
down  the  Canada  shore  without  molestation. — 
The  next  morning  the  flotilla  passed  through 
the  Saut,  and  jdined  Gen.  Brown,  near  Corn- 
wall. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Wilkinson  with 
General  Brown,  he  learned  that  General  Hamp- 
ton, instead  of  meeting  him  near  that  place,  was 
inarching  towards  Lake  Champlain.  The  letter 
of  General  Flampton.  announcing  this  unexpect- 
ed movement,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to 
which  it  was  an  answer,  were  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  a  council  of  war,  who  unanimously 
gave  it,  as  their  o];inion,  **  that  the  attack 
on  Montreal  should  be  abandoned  for  the  pre- 
sent season,  and  the  army  near  Cornwall  should 
he  imn'ediately  crossed  to  the  American  shore, 
for  taiving  up  winter  quarters,  and  that  this 
place  afibrded  an  eligible  position  for  such  quar- 
ters." 

Thus  ended  the  campaign,  and  an  expedition 
vhieh  seemed,  in  every  respect,  well  calculated 
to  effect  its  object. 


HISTORY   OF   THE    WAR.  l45 

General  Wilkinson,  who  attributed  the  fai- 
lure of  this  expedition  to  <'  the  extraordinary, 
unexampled,  and  it  appears,  unwarrantable  eon- 
duct  of  Major-General  Ilunipton,  in  refusini^  to 
join  this  army,  with  a  division  of  1000  men,  un- 
der his  command,  agreeable  to  orders,"  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  15(h  November, 
writes — 

"  It  is  a  fiiet,  for  which  I  am  authorised  to 
pledge  myseif,  on  the  most  confidential  author- 
ty,  that  on  the  ^th  of  the  present  month,  the 
British  garrison  of  Montreal,  consisted  solely 
of  400  marines,  and  200  sailors,  which  had  been 
sent  up  from  Quebec.  We  have,  with  the  pro- 
vision here,  and  that  left  at  Chateauj^av,  about 
40  day's  subsistence,  to  which  1  shall  add  30 
more." 

In  a  letter  of  the  17th  November,  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson writes — 

<*  After  what  had  passed  between  us,  you  ca« 
perhaps,  conceive  my  amazement  and  chargi'in, 
at  the  conduct  of  Major-General  Hampton.  The 
game  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  performed  the 
Jnnction  directed,  would  have  been  ours  in  eight 
days.  But  he  cliose  to  recede  in  order  to  co- 
operate, and  my  dawning  hopes,  and  the  hopes 
and  honour  of  the  army,  were  blasted." 

The  loss  at  the  battle  of  Wllliamsburgh,  in 
Upper  Canada,  consisted  of  102  killed,  3S9 
wounded,  inj*luding  officers.  The  enemy's  8?ss 
was  represented,  by  authority  worthy  of  credit^ 
to  exceed  500  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Statement  of  the    strength  of  the  enemy,  in  the  ac* 

tion  of  the  ilth  November,  1813,  on  Kesler*s  field, 

in  Wiliiams'furgh,  in   Upper  Canada-r-founded  on 

the  separate    examination   of  a  number  of  British 

prisoners  taken  on  the  field  of  battle. 

N 
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Of  the  89th  regiment,  760 


49  th     do. 

450 

Voltigeur's, 

270 

Glengary's, 

80  one  company. 

Of  the  100th, 

40  a  detachment  from 

Prescott. 

Canadian  Fcncibles, 

220 

Indians, 

40 

Incorporated  Militia, 

SOO 

2160 
Four  pieces  of  mounted  artillery,  and  7  gun-boats — 
one  mounting  a  24  pounder. 

After  the  troops  went  info  winter  quarters,  a 
placard  was  distributed  in  the  Apiericiin  cainp, 
of  wliich  the  following  is  a  copy. 

<«  To  tlie  ,flim'ric(in  ^/Irmii  at  Salmon  Hirer, 
NO  FiCE. — All  American  soldiers  who  are  willing 
to  quit  the  unnatural  war  in  which  they  are  at  prest  nt 
entiaged,  will  receive,  at  the  British  out-posts,  the 
arrears  due  to  them  by  the  American  government,  to 
the  extent  of  five  month's  pay  No  mun  SiioJl  be  re- 
quired to  serve  against  his  owu  country." 

This  produced  no  desertions,  nor  any  other 
effect,  except  contempt  of  the  wretched  author 
of  the  placard. 

A  very  handsome  affair  was  executed  (he  12tli 
October,  by  a  party  ot*  men.  under  command  of 
Col.  Isaac  Clark.  The  Colonel,  with  his  party, 
left  Chnzy  Jandin*.  so  as  to  arrive  at  Massas- 
quoi-bay  at  an  early  hour  in  the  nkorn*n,q;.  He 
arrived  iinperceived  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
enemy,  Avho  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  buttle, 
by  their  commander,  Major  Powel.  The  en- 
emy commenced  a  fire  on  the  left  flank,  but  in 
ten  minutes  after  the  first  attack,  they  laid 
down  their  arms,  aiul  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners  of  war. 
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Col.  Clark  despatched  Capt.  Finch,  >vith  his^ 
company,  to  reeonuoilre  the  course  of  a  body  of 
about  200  men,  who  were  supposed  to  be  ad- 
vancing agiiiiist  him.  Capt.  Finch  pjQceeded 
\vith  such  promptness  and  ability,  as  to  surprise 
and  capture  the  advanced  guard,  consisting  of 
cavalry,  except  one  man,  who  fled,  and,  giving 
the  inlornrntion,  the  enemy  escaped. 

The  prisoners  were  then  put  on  board  boats, 
and  sent  to  Burlington. 

The  wliole  x\merican  force  engaged  was  102, 
The  number  of  prisoners  taken  was  101 ;  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  eneniy,  2:^». 

The  success  of  this  expedition  was  materially 
aided  by  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  into  which 
he  marched,  which  a  commander  of  an  expedition 
should  always  be  full  master  of. 

I'he  following  gallant  action  will  be  best  de- 
tailed by  giving  the  official  report  which  wa& 
uiade^  in  the  following  words : 

"  Charleston,  ( S.  C  )  Jugust2\,  1813. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  pri-^ 
vateer  schooner  Decatur,  of  this  port,  arrived  hero 
yesterday,  with  H,  B.  M.  schooner  Dominico,  her 
prize.  She  was  captured  on  the  5th  inst.  after  a  most 
gallant  and  desperate  action  of  one  hour,  and  carried 
by  boarding,  having  all  her  officers  killed  or  wou;  d- 
ed,  except  one  midshipman.  The  Dominico  mounts 
15  guns,  one  a  32  pounder,  on  a  pivot,  and  had  a  com- 
plement of  83  men  at  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion, 60  of  whom  were  killed  or  wounded.  She  was.' 
one  of  the  best  equipped  and  manned  vessels  of  her 
class  I  have  ever  seen.  The  Decatur  mounts  7  guns, 
and  had  a  complement  of  \0Z  men  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  nineteen  of  whom  were  killed 
and  wounded.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  DENTn 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy.'* 
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Diii'in,^  the  combat,  >vhicli  lasted  an  hour,  the 
kini^'s  patket  ship,  Prineess  Charlotte,  remained 
a  silciit  spectator  of  the  scene,  and  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  were  disengaged  from  each  other, 
she  taeked  about,  and  stood  to  the  southward. 
She  had  sailed  from  St.  Thomas,  bound  to  Eng- 
land, under  convoy,  to  a  certain  latitude,  of  the 
Dominico. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Dominico  consisted  of 
13  killed  and  47  wounded:  five  of  whom  mortally. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month,  (August,  1813,) 
the  U.  S.  I>i'ig  Argus  was  captured  by  the  Bri- 
tish sloop  ot  war  Pelican,  The  Argus  sailed 
from  New- York,  the  21st  June,  for  France,  and 
arrived  at  Le  Orient,  after  a  passage  of  23  days, 
where  Mr.  Crawford,  minister  from  the  United 
States,  10  the  court  of  France,  landed.  From 
l.e  Orient,  the  Argus  sailed,  on  a  cruise,  in  the 
British  channel,  where  she  fell  in  with  the  Bri- 
tish sloop  Pelican,  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  Argus.  The  action  was  well  sup- 
ported by  the  Americans  for  40  minutes,  whea 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  capturing  the  Argus, 
by  boarding.  The  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  board  the  American  will  best  explain  the 
bravery  with  which  the  ship  was  defended,  a- 
gainst  a  vessel,  which  the  British  editors  ac- 
knowledged to  be  superior  in  size  and  arma- 
ment. Killed,  on  board  the  Argus,  2  midship- 
men, 4  seamen;  wounded,  mortalh,  Capt.  Wm. 
H.  Allen,  commander,!  carpenter,  1  boatswain's 
jiiate,  1  seaman  ;  wounded,  severely,  Lieut.  Wat- 
son, 1  quarter  master,  3  seamen,  1  carpenter's 
mate  ;  wounded,  slightly,  8  ;  total,  24. 

When  Captain  Alien  was  removing  out  ot  the 
Argus,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  hospital,  he  ex- 
claimed— ♦<  Goff  hless  youy  my  lads,  rve  shall  ??e- 
'^ermeet  a^ainJ' 
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The  Argus,  previous  to  her  capture,  had  ta- 
ken and  destroyed  21  sail  of  British  vessels. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  force 
of  the  two  vessels. 

ArgiLS — 16  24  pound  carronades,  2  long  9's — 
burthen  298  tons,  94  men  lit  for  duty,  5  sick, 
the  rest  absent  in  prizes. 

Pelican — 22  32  pound  carronades,  2  long  9-s« 
and  2  swivels — burthen  584  tons,  179  meji,  It 
of  them  volunteers  for  the  occasion,  from  ships 
at  Cork. 

On  the  5th  September,  the  U.  S.  brig  Enter- 
prize,  William  Burrows,  commander,  fell  in  witU 
II.  B.  M.  brig  Boxer,  Capt.  Blythe.  The  Bri- 
tish brig  was  discovered  at  anchor,  in  shore,  at 
5  o'clock,  A.  31.  Penmaquid  bearing  north,  S 
miles  distance.  After  some  manoeuvring,  th© 
brigs  approached  at  a  quarter  past  S  P.  M. 
within  half  pistol  shot  of  each  other,  when  the 
action  commenced.  At  20  minutes  past  3,  th& 
brave  commander  of  the  Enterprize  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded;  while  lying  on  the  deck,  he  re- 
fused to  be  carried  b:  low,  raised  his  head,  anct 
requested  <«  thai  the  flag  might  never  be  struck.^^ 
Thus  lay  the  intrepid  Burrows,  until  he  learned 
the  result  of  the  action,  when,  clasping  his 
hands,  he  said,  **  I  die  contented.^^  He  was  thea 
taken  below,  and  died  in  8  hours  afterwards. — 
At  4  P.  M.  the  enemy  ceased  firing,  and  cried 
out  for  quarters  ;  saying,  that  as  their  colours 
were  nailed,  thjij  could  not  haul  ^ Item  doivn  ; — 
a  siiffiiient  projfthat  it  was  resolved  never  ta 
yield  to  a  Yankee  erew.  Sosne  of  the  crew  ot 
the  Boxer  have  acknowledged,  that  she  left  port 
with  a  complement  of  115  picked  men,  far  the 
pirpose  of  takim^  the  Enterprize  ;  *hat  six  ntea 
were  put  oa  board  a  prize,  and  six  ashore  oa  t\m 

N  ^ 
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island  of  Manliiggen,  leaving  on  board,  when 
the  action  coinnieneed.  104;  wliich  aceounl  a- 
grees  with  tiie  muster- l>nok.  found  on  board  of 
the  Boxer.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  the  Boxer,  could  not  be  ascertained 
with  certainty,  as  many  of  the  former  were 
thrown  overboani.  'I'he  senior  officer  of  the 
Knterprlze  states  it,  from  tlie  best  information 
he  could  obtain,  at  between  20  and  30  killed,  and 
14  wounded.  Capt.  Blythe,  the  commander  of 
the  Boxer,  was  among  tlie  killed.  The  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Hull  to  Com. 
Bainbridge,  is  too  important  to  be  omitted. 

**  I  yesterday  visited  the  two  brigs,  and  was  as- 
tonished to  see  the  difference  of  injury  sustained  in 
the  action.  The  Enterfirize  has  but  one  1  8  pound 
shot  in  her  bull,  one  in  her  mai  (-mast,  and  one  in  her 
fore-mast;  her  sails  are  murh  cut  with  grape  shot» 
and  there  are  a  great  number  of  grape  lodged  in  her 
sides,  but  iw  injmy  done  by  them.  The  Boxer  has 
eighveen  or  twenty  18  pound  shot  in  her  bulb  most 
of  them  at  the  winter's  edge  •  several  stands  of  ;8 
pound  grape  stick  in  her  side,  and  such  a  quantity 
of  small  grape,  that  I  did  not  un  lertHke  to  count 
them.  Her  masts,  sails  and  spars,  are  literally  cut 
to  pieces,  several  of  her  funs  disn^ounted  and  un- 
fit for  service  ;  her  top-gallant  fore-custle  nearly  ta- 
ken off  by  the  shot;,  her  boats  cut  to  pieces,  and 
lier  quarters  injured  in  pvopoi'ion.  To  give  you 
an  idea  of  the  qnantity  of  shot  about  her,  I  inform 
you,  that  I  counted  in  her  main-mast  alone,  three  18 
pound  shot  holes,  IB  large  grape  shot  holes.  16 
musket  ball  holes,  and  a  large  number  of  smaller 
shot  holes,  and  without  counting^  above  the  cat  h  or- 
pins. We  find  it  impossible  to  get  at  the  number 
iilled  ;  no  papers  are  found  by  which  we  can  ascer- 
1ainit~T,  however,  counted  upwards  of  90  ham- 
iDQcks,  wiiich  were    in    her  netting  with  beds  ijti 
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them,  besides  several  beds  without  hammocks  ;— 
she  has  excellent  accommoda  ions  for  all  her  offi- 
cers below  in  stale  rooms,  so  that  I  have  no  doubt 
that  she  had  100  men  on  board.  We  know  that 
she  h-^s  several  of  the  Rattler's  men,  and  a  quantity 
of  wads  was  taken  out  of  the  Rattler,  loaded  with 
4  1  iri;e  grape  shot,  with  a  small  hoie  in  the  centre, 
to  put  in  a  cartridire,  that  the  inside  of  the  wad  may 
take  fire  when  it  leaves  the  gun.  In  short,  she  is 
in  every  respect  completely  fitted  :  and  her  accom- 
modations exceed  any  thiug  I  have  seen  in  a  vessel 
of  her  class.'* 

If  Uiere  is  an  American  who  would  deny  the 
honour  due,  on  this  occasion*  to  the  Aniericau 
tars,  let  him  read  the  follovvin.y;  from  a  London 
paper,  and  yield,  however  uuvilling^ly,  the  palm 
to  the  first  nation  in  the  world,  the  hitherto  des- 
pised citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
ing is'a  copy  of  the  extract  alluded  to. 

"  Among  the  American  news»  which  is  to  be  found 
in  the  papers  just  received  from  that  country,  it 
pains  us  to  find  a  full  confirmation  of  the  loss  of  his 
majesty's  brig  Boxer^  whi  h  has  added  another  lau- 
rel to  the  naval  honours  of  the  United  States.  The 
vessel  by  which  she  was  captuted,  is  represented 
(falsely,  we  believe,)  as  of  only  equal  force  with  her- 
self; but  what  we  regret  to  perceive  stated,  and 
trust  will  be  found  much  exaggerated,  is  that  the 
Boxer  ivas  literally  cut  to  pieces^  in  sails,  riggingy 
sfiars^  and  hull  ;  whilst  the  Enterprize  (her  antago- 
nist,) Tjas  in  a  situation  to  commence  a  sijnilar  action 
i7n7nediately  afterivards.  The  fact  seems  to  be  but 
too  clearly  est  blished,  that  the  Americans  have 
9ome  superior  mode  of  firing ;  and  we  cannot  be 
too  anxiously  employed  in  discovtrifig-  to  what  cir- 
cumstances that  superiority  is  owing.  The  Boxtr 
was  certainly  not  lost  for  want  of  heroism.  The 
British  captain  nailed  his  colours  to  the  mast,  and 
liappily  did  not  live  to  see  them  struck.    Both  com- 
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manders  died  in  the  action,  which  appears  to  have 
been  of  the  most  desperate  kind  ;  and  both  were 
buried  at  ihe  same  time,  in  the  port  to  which  the 
piize  was  carried." 

1  he  loss  on  boa!  (1  the  Enterprize,  was — 1  or- 
dinary seaoian  killed^  1  commander,  (Burrows,) 
1  midshipman,  (K.  Waters.)  1  carpenter's  mate, 
mortally  wounded;  3  quarter-masters,  1  boat- 
s\Aain's  mate,  5  seamen,  1  marine,  wounded. — 
Total  14. 

The  remains  of  the  gallant  commanders^ 
(Burrows  and  BIythe,)  were  buried  in  Portland, 
with  military  honours.  Capt.  BIythe,  of  the 
Boxer,  was  one  of  the  pall-bearers  at  the  fune- 
ral honours  paid  to  the  late  Captain  Lawrence, 
at  Halifax. 

The  following  memorial  was  caused  to  be  inscribe 
ed  on  the  monument  of  the  gallant  Lieut.  BurkowSj. 
®f  Portland,  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Davis,  of  New-York: 

BtNEATH    this    STONE 

Mouldtrs 

THE     BODY    OF 

WILL  I. ^  ,M    B  U  RB  0  W  S, 

Late  Commander  of  the 
UNITED  SfATlS'  BRIG   ENTERPRIZE, 
Who  was  mortally  wounded  on  the  5th  of  Septeniberj- 
18 13,  in  an  action,  which  contributed  to  increase 
the  fame  of  Americ  n  valour  by  capturing  his 
BRJT.  MAJESTY^S    BRIG    BOXER, 
after  a  severe  contest  of  45  minutes. 
A  passino  stranger  has  ert  cted  this  monument  of  re- 
spect to  the  manes  of  a  patriot,  who  in  the  hour  of 
peril,    obeyed  the  loud  summons  of    an  injured 
country,  and  who  gallantly  met,  fought  and  con-^ 
quered  the  foeman. 

The  U.  S.  brii^  Enterprfze,  was  formerly  a 
schooner,  and  is  the  same  vessel  with  whieb 
Lieut.  Sterrett,  la  August,  1801,  captured  wUIh- 
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out  the  Joss  of  a  man f  the  Tripolitan  ship  of 
war  Tripoli,  of  14  guns,  and  8a  men,  50  of  whom 
were  killed  and  wounded. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  was  requested  to  present  to 
the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieut.  William  Bur- 
rows, and  to  Lieut.  R.  M'Call,  of  the  hrig  En- 
terprize,  a  gold  medal ;  and  a  silver  medal  to 
each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  said  vessel. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  having  con- 
sidered the  Boxer  as  equal  in  force  to  the  En- 
terprize,  has  ordered  her  to  be  delivered  up  fof 
the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

Com.  Rodgers  arrived  at  New  port,  the  26th 
September,  in  the  frigate  President,  having 
sailed  from  Boston,  on  his  third  cruise,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Congress,  the  30th  of  April  pre- 
ceding. After  parting  company  with  the  Con- 
gress, on  the  8th  May,  in  Ion.  60  W.  lat.  39, 
30,  N.  he  shaped  his  course  to  the  southward 
of  the  Grand  Bank,  with  the  view  to  intercept 
the  enemy's  West-India  trade :  being  disap- 
pointed  in  this  quarter,  he  pursued  a  route  to 
the  northward,  on  a  parallel  with  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  Grand  Bank,  so  as  to  cross  the 
tracks  of  the  West-India,  Halifax,  Quebec,  and 
St.  John's  trade.  Not  being  successful,  after 
reaching  the  latitude  of  48  N.  ho  steered  to- 
wards the  Azores,  off  which  he  continued  until 
the  6th  June,  without  meeting  an  enemy's  ves- 
sel. From  hence,  he  crowded  sail  to  the  N.  E. 
in  search  of  an  enemy's  conyoy,  which  he  learn- 
ed was  seen  sailing  from  the  West-Indies,  to 
England.  Although  disappointed  in  falling  in 
with  the  convoy,  he  nevertheless  made  4  cap- 
tures, the  9th  and  13th  of  June.  This  hi  ought 
him   so  far  to  the  north  and  east,  that  he  re- 
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solved  on  going  into  the  North  Sea.  He  put 
into  North  Bergen  on  the  27th  June,  to  procure 
provisions  and  water,  not  huving  seen  any  ene- 
my's vessels  since  the  13th.  At  Bergen  he  could 
procure  only  water,  and  departed  from  thenee 
the  2d  July,  stretching  over  towards  the  Ork- 
ney-islands ;  and  from  thence  towards  the 
North  Cape,  in  search  of  a  British  convoy,  that 
Mas  to  sail  from  Archangel,  of  ^\hich  he  ob- 
tained information  from  2  vessels,  which  he  cap- 
tured on  the  loth  and  ISth  July.  In  this 
object  he  was  disappointed,  by  the  appearance 
of  2  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war,  (a  line  of  bat- 
tle ship,  and  a  frigate,)  off  the  North  Cape,  on 
the  lyth  July.  The  President  was  chased  by 
these  2  ships  for  80  hours,  but  effected  her  es- 
cape. The  Commodore  next  proceeded  to  a  sta- 
tion where  he  might  intercept  the  trade  passing 
intjo  and  out  of  the  Irish  channel.  In  this  posi- 
tion he  made  3  captures,  between  the  25th  Ju- 
ly, and  1st  August;  when,  fearing  the  great  su- 
perior force  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  he 
changed  his  ground ;  and,  after  taking  a  cir- 
cuit round  Ireland,  and  getting  into  the  latitude 
of  Cape  Clear,  he  steered  for  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland, near  which  he  made  2  captures. — 
From  the  Banks,  he  steered  for  the  United 
States ;  and,  being  short  of  provisions,  was 
eompelled  to  make  the  first  port,  into  which  he 
eould  safely  enter.  He  brought  in  with  him  H. 
B.  M.  schr.  High  Flyer,  a  tender  to  Admiral 
Warren,  captured  on  the  23d  July.  He  took  271 
prisoners:  216  of  whom  were  sent  home  in  car- 
tels, and  55  brought  home  in  the  President. 

The  movements,  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  be- 
gan at  this  time  to  wear  a  very  serious  aspect*. 
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The  foMowin^  address  was  circulated  in  tlie 
western  distric'  of  the  s(  ite  of  X.nv-York. 

*<  TO   THE    PATRIOTS  OF  THE  WESTERN 
D  SvRICT. 

"  The  period  being  at  hand  which  is  to  decide 
the  f  ite  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the 
command  of  the  Niagara  frontier  having  devolved 
on  me,  I  think  proper  to  invite  the  old  and  young 
patriots  of  the  Western  District  to  join  my  brigade 
in  defence  of  their  counti-y  and  tights — any  nuin!)er 
mot  exceeding  1000,  will  be  accepted  and  organizd 
immediately  on  their  arrival  at  Lewistoi,  and  offi- 
cered by  the  choice  of  their  men  '"  \s  tiie  move- 
ments of  an  army  require  secrecv,  objects  in  view 
cannot  be  pdrticnlarly  developed  ;  but  thos  who  feel 
disposed  to  distinguish  tnemselves,  md  render  ser- 
vices to  their  counay,  m  y  be  assured  that  so  rie- 
thmg  efficient  and  decisive  will  be  done.  The  term 
of  service  will  be  2  months,  if  not  sooner  discharg- 
ed :  and  every  thing  shall  be  done  to  render  their 
situations  as  comfortable  as  possible.  I  wish  none 
to  volunteer  who  may  have  any  constitutional  objec- 
tions to  cross  the  Niagara  river:  1400  of  my  bri- 
gade have  already  volunteered  to  cro.  s  the  river, 
and  go  wherever  they  may  be  required  ;  and  600  of 
them  are  now  doing  du  y  at  Fort  Glo  ge.  1  flutter 
myself  that  no  other  c  on  si  I  e  ration  need  be  urged, 
than  love  of  rountry,  to  excitf  the  patriotiscn  of  the 
yeomanry  of  the  Western  District. 

Given  at  head-qu  irters,  Lewiston,  October  2d;, 
1813. 

GEORGE  M'CLURE,  Brig,  Gen. 
Commanding  Niagara  Frontier.'* 

A  eonsrdrrable  number  of  putriotic  volunteers 
fliCked,  on  this  occasion,  to  the  standard  of  Gen. 
M'Clure. 

rhe  following  is  an  extrsMJt  of  the  general's 
letter  to   Oovenior  Tompkins,   of  the  state  of 
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New- York,  dated   Fort   George,   6tli   October, 
1813. 

i»  We  have  commenced  offensive  operations  a- 
gainst  the  enemy.  About  500  militia  volunteers, 
and  about  150  Indians,  commanded  by  Col.  Chapin, 
attacked  the  picket  guard  of  the  enemy  about  a  mile 
and  an  half  from  Fort  George,  and  drove  them  ia 
upon  the  main  body,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  fire 
from  several  field  pieces.  Our  men  retired  in  good 
order  inio  the  fort,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed 
and  two  or  three  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  was 
7  killed,  many  wounded,  and  4  prisoners. 

"  Jn  a  short  time,  the  enemy  appeared  in  consider- 
able for<e  within  500  yards  of  the  fort,  at  the  edge 
of  the  woods  ;  Chapin  again  sallied  out  with  about 
300  men,  and  some  Indians,  commenced  a  brisk  fire 
on  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  drove  them 
half  a  mile — but,  perceiving,  by  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  that  they  would  outflank  us,  I  ordered 
20')  to  reinforce  him,  and  in  two  detachments  to  at- 
tack the  enemy's  flanks.  We  succeeded  in  driving 
the  enemy  into  the  woods,  when  night  coming  on, 
put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  Our  loss  was  t  ifling ; 
I  have  not  ascertained  that  of  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Chapin  is  a  brave  man.  Every  officer  and  soldier 
did  his  duty." 

Col.  Chapin,  in  a  private  letter,  to  a  friend  in 
Buffnloe,  thus  details  the  brush  he  had  with  the 
eneuiy. 

"  While  at  dinner,  I  received  information  of  the 
British  army  being  in  the  town  of  Newark.  I  im- 
mediately rallied  a  party  of  100  nien,  and  commenc- 
ed a  fire  upon  them,  who  returned  it  with  much 
warmth — we  kept  the  ground  till  we  were  rein- 
forced by  60  Indians,  and  100  militia.  With  this 
force,  we  compelled  the  enemy  to  rerreat,  and  pur- 
sued them  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  we  received 
a  reinforcement  of  Too  men ;  with  this  force,  we 
drove  them  half  a  mile  further,  where  they   covered 


HISTORY   OF   TUB   WAR,  157 

themselves  in  a  ravine,  and  opened  a  most  tremen- 
dous fire  of  musketry  upon  us.  After  an  hour  and 
^  half  hard  fighting,  we  drove  them  from  the  ravine^ 
back  to  the  batteries — it  being  now  nearly  dark,  we 
returned  in  good  order. 

*'  From  some  deserters,  aud  a  prisoner  we  tookj 
we  learn  that  we  had  contended  with  the  whole  Bri- 
tish army,  consisting  of  1 100  men,  with  the  great 
Gen.  Vincent  at  their  head  ;  and  that  we  killed  32, 
Our  loss  was  4,  killed  and  wounded.** 

Major  Chai)in  has  recently  been  brevelted 
lieutenant-colonel,  in  the  United  States'  army. 

Gen.  M»Clure,  with  the  New-York  militia, 
volunteers  a'.d  Indians,  succeeded  in  driving  the 
British  army  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  George, 
and  pursued  them  as  far  as  Tvvelve-mile-creek. 
Col.  Scott,  who  commanded  at  Fort  George, 
having  informed  Gen.  M«Clure,  that  he  was  un- 
der orders  to  leave  that  place  with  the  regulars, 
the  general  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  de- 
sign, and  return  to  Fort  George. 

It  was  General  M»CIure's  wish,  by  the  aid  of 
the  regular  troops,  to  clear  Upper  Canada  above 
Kingston,  of  the  British  armies,  to  establish  a 
temporary  government,  secure  the  friendship, 
aud  if  necessary,  the  co  operation  of  the  inhabit 
tants,  and  compel  the  Indians  to  seperate  them- 
selves from  (he  enemy,  or  accompany  them  in 
their  retreat.  That  this  could  be  effected,  can 
scarcely  be  douted,  but  it  was  necessarily  aban- 
doned in  favour  of  a  design  which  originated  with 
the  general  government,  and  which,  had  it  suc- 
ceeded, would  have  been  more  important.  The 
regular  troops  were  principally  drawn  from  the 
Nia,2;ara  frontier,  to  cooperate  with  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson in  his  intended  attar-kon  Montreal.  Gen. 
Harrison's  army  >vas  also  ordered  to  Sackett'e 
o 
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Harbour.  Gen.  M^Clure  endeavoured  to  influ- 
ence Gen.  Harrison  to  aid  him  in  attacking  the 
enemy;  but  the  instructions  from  the  general 
government  were  positive ;  and  Com.  Chaun- 
cey  had  arrived  witli  his  fleet  to  remove  the 
troops  to  Sackett's  Harbour.  The  force  remain- 
ing M^ith  Gen.  M^Clure,  was  barely  sufficient  to 
defend  Fort  George,  and  entirely  inadecjuate  to 
offensive  operations;  and  this  force,  which  the 
general  stated  to  be  «*  ungovernable,"  would 
soon  be  reduced  by  the  expiration  of  their  term 
of  service. 

The  militia  returned  to  their  homes,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  that  were  induced  to  remain 
beyond  the  term  of  their  enlistment.  1  he  gene- 
ral finding  his  force  reduced  to  a  number  inade- 
quate to  defend  his  post,  and  the  enemy  advanced 
within  a  few  miles  of  him,  he  called  a  council  of 
officers,  and  put  to  them  the  question,  *»  Is  the 
fort  tenable  with  the  present  number  of  men  ?" 
They  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  it 
Avas  not  tenable.  The  arms,  auimunition,  and 
public  stores,  were  immediately  sent  across  the 
river,  and,  as  a  measure  deemed  necessary  to 
the  safety  of  the  troops,  the  town  of  Newark 
was  burned.  <♦  This  act,  (said  Gen.  IVI^CIure,) 
however  distressing  to  the  inhabitants,  and  my 
feelings,  was  by  order  ofUic  Secretary  of  War, 
and  I  believe,  at  the  same  time,  proper."  The 
inhabitants  had  twelve  hours  notice  to  rem.ove 
their  effects  and  such  as  chose  to  cross  the  river, 
were  provided  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Capt.  Leonard  was  left  in  command  at  Fort 
[Niagara,  with  150  regulars;  Colonel  Grieves, 
with  20  men,  and  2  pieces  of  artillery,  was  at 
Lewiston;  Major  Mallory,  with  40  Canadian 
Biilitia,  were   stationed  at  Schlosscrj  and  the 
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general  went  to  Buffaloe,  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  tUat  place,  and  Black  Kock. 

From  Buifaioe,  General  iM'Chire  issued  an 
address  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Niagara,  Genesseo,  and  Ciiatague,  apprizing 
them  of  the  menaced  invasion  of  that  frontier, 
and'  calling  on  them  to  repair  to  Levviston, 
Sehlosser,  and  Buifaioe,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fending their  country  and  home  against  a  bar- 
barous enemy.  This  was  too  late  to  produce  thi$ 
desired  eff^'t. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  December,  about 
4  o*cioek.  (he  enemy,  consisting  of  regulars,  mi- 
litia, and  Indians,  to  the  number,  by  the  most 
probciuio  account,  of  1590  men,  crossed  the  Ni- 
agara river  at  Five-mile  meadow,  and  advanced 
against  Fort  Niagara,  whiih  they  completely 
surprised,  entering  it  while  the  men  were  near- 
ly all  asleep,  and  killing,  without  mercy  or  dis- 
crimination, those  who  came  in  their  way.  It 
wiU  be  recollected  that  an  attack  on  this  place 
was  expected,  and  that  Captain  Leonard,  who 
eommanded.  had  directioos  accordingly ;  yet 
General  M'Clure  observes,  in  his  official  des- 
patch, "  I  am  induced  to  think  that  the  disastei' 
is  not  attributable  to  any  want  of  troopSf  but  to 
gross  neglect  in  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
fort*  Captain  Leonard,  in  not  preparing,  being 
ready,  and  looking  oat  for  the  expected  attack.'* 
It  appears  by  another  letter  from  Gen.  M'Clure, 
"  that  Captain  Leonard  wasnot  inthe  fort  at  the 
lime  of  tiie  attack,  having  left  it  at  a  late  hour 
the  preceding  evening."  / 

On  the  same  morning  on  which  Niagara  was 
taken,  a  detachment  of  militia  stationed  at 
Lewiston,  under  command  of  Major  Bennet, 
was  attacked  by  a   Btroug  party  of  the  eiieiny> 
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but  the  major  and  Ins  few  men  cut  tlieii*  waj^ 
with  great  bravery  llnough  several  hundreds 
of  savages  and  others,  by  whom  they  Mere  sur- 
rounded. The  villages  of  Youngstown,  Lewis- 
ton,  Manchester,  the  Indian  Tuscarora  village, 
and  itll  the  intervening  houses,  were  burned, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  inhumanly  hutcher- 
cd,  without  respect  to  age  or  sex,  by  savages, 
headed  by  British  Officers  j:mnted,  Mi^jor  Mal- 
Jory,  >vho  was  stationed  at  SchJo';s*:r,  with  about 
40  Canadiun  nnlitia,  boldly  adviriced  to  Lewis- 
ion  heights,  and  compcHcd  ibe  enemy  to  fall 
back  to  the  foot  of  tlie  mounlain:  for  two  days 
(he  maior  continued  to  resist  the  advance  of  the 

o 

enemy,  disputing  every  inch  of  ground  to  the 
Tautawrnty  creek. 

Major- Gen  era!  Hall,  on  Isearing  the  danger- 
ous and  exposed  state  of  the  frontier,  hastened 
to  Batavia ;  and,  on  the  mori.;ing  of  the  '::'Sil  De- 
cember, at  the  reqnest  of  General  M'Clure, 
took  the  chief  command  of  the  men  theii  assem- 
bling' to  repel  the  enemy.  There  was  a  great 
deficiency  of  ammunition  and  arms.  With  what 
could  be  procured,  the  general  ccmmenc  ed  his 
march  towards  Lewist(»n  on  the  25th.  having 
under  his  command  ibQ  infantry,  under  Lieut. 
Col.  Lawrence,  supported  by  one  eomj  any  of 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Marvin,  and  in  the  ex- 
pectation to  join  a  corps  of  militia,  said  to  be 
200  strong,  under  Litut.  Col.  Atcheson,  which 
was  stationed  15  miles  east  from  I^ewiston, 
with  instructions,  if  possible,  to  join  the  maio 
force  at  Buffaloe.  On  the  morning  of  the  2(ith, 
General  Hall  arrived  at  Bnflaloe,  wliere  he  found 
a  considerable  body  of  irregular  troops  of  vari- 
ous descriptions.  General  M'Clure  was  left  in 
eommand   at  B^lavia.     On  the  27th  the  troops 
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at  Buffaloc  and  Black  Roek,  were  reviewed,  and 
found  to  consist,  in  the  aggregate,  including  In- 
dians, of  J  711.  men,  which  were  increased,  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th,  by  about  300  men, 
giving  an  entire  force  of  2011  men ;  but  this 
force  was  soon  reduced,  hy  desertion,  to  1200; 
and  even  these  so  deficient  in  ammunition,  that 
a  part  of  the  cartridges  were  made  and  distribu- 
ted after  the  men  were  paraded  for  battle,  oq 
the  morning  of  the  30th, 

la  the  ev'jaing  of  the  29th,  at  12  o'clock,  the 
horse  patrole  had  been  fired  on,  a  short  distance 
below  Conjoktie's  creek,  and  one  mile  below 
Black  Rock.  The  troops  were  immediately 
paraded,  and  stood  by  their  arms.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  sai- 
lor's battery  near  Conjoktie's,  of  which  be  had 
obtained  possession.  The  attempt  failed,  through 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  confusion  into 
which  the  militia  were  thrown  by  the  enemy's 
fire.  A  second  body  of  militia,  sent  on  the  same 
service,  was  equally  unsuccessful ;  the  men, 
after  a  short  skirmish,  fled  in  disorder.  A  third 
detachment  was  ordered  on  the  same  service, 
but  was  recalled  to  oppose  a  body  of  men  which 
was  discovered,  as  the  day  dawned,  crossing  the 
river.  As  soon  as  the  foree-(^J;he  enemy  was 
ascertained  to  be  large,  and  c^h^j^ded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Drummond,  and  their  poShion  re- 
eonnoitred,  the  best  possible  dispositi<in  was 
made  to  oppose  them,  with  a  force  inferior  in 
number,  as  it  was  in  experience,  and  ammuni- 
tions of  war.  General  Hall  thus  briefly  details 
the  effect : 

"  The  attack  was  commenced  by  a  fire  from  our 
six  pounder  under  lieut.  Seely.  below  general  Por- 
ter's hausej  and  one  24  and  two  12  pound<?rs  at  Uie 
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battery,  under  comi-nand  of  lieut.  Farniim,  of  the- 
21st  U.  S.  Infantry,  acting  as  a  volunteei.  At  the 
same  lime  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  of  sheils> 
spherical  and  hot  shot,  and  ball.  The  regiment  un- 
der command  of  col.  Blakeslie,  about  400  strong* 
were  regularly  in  line,  together  with  detached  bo- 
dies from  other  corps,  amounting,  according  to  the 
"best  estimate  I  can  make,  in  all  about  600  men  — 
These  few  but  brave  men,  commenced  the  attack 
with  muqketry  upon  the  enemy  iu  their  boats,  and 
poured  upon  them  a  most  destiuctive  fire.  Every 
inch  of  ground  was  disputed  with  the  steady  cool- 
jiess  of  veterans,  and  ?it  the  expense  of  mai-y  valua- 
ble lives.  Their  bravery,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
casts  a  lustre  over  their  names,  reflects  equal  dis- 
grace on  those  ivho  fled  at  the  first  appearance  of 
danger-^and  whom  neither  intre?»tits  nor  threats 
could  turn  back  to  the  support  of  their  comrades. 

"  Perceiving  that  the  Indians,  on  whom  1  had  re- 
lied ior  attacking  the  epemy's  flank,  were  off'ering 
us  no  assistance — and  that  our  righ^  was  endanger- 
ed by  the  enemy's  left,  I  g^ve  directions  for  the  re- 
serve, under  command  of  col.  M'lVlahan,  to  attack 
the  enemy  in  flank  on  our  right.  But  terror  had 
dissipated  this  corps,  and  but  few  of  them  could  be 
rallied  by  their  officers  and  brought  to  the  attack. 
Of  this  corps  tlure  are  some  who  merit  well  of 
their  country — but  more  who  covtred  themselves 
■with  disgrace-.  ■  The  defection  of  the  Indians  and  of 
my  reserve,  ard  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  ca- 
Vcil  y  and  mounted  men,  by  reason  of  the  nature  of 
the  ground  on  which  they  must  act,  left  the  forces 
«ngaged  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  in  front  and 
Hink.  After  standing  their  ground  for  about  one 
half  hour,  opposed  to  veterans  and  highly  discip- 
lined troops,  ovfcFwhelmed  by  numbe -s,  and  nearly 
surrounded,  a  retreat  became'  necessary  to  their 
safety,  wl  ich  was  accordingly  made.  J  then  made 
^very  effort  to  rally  the  troops  with  a  view  to  renew 
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the  attack  on  the  enemy's  columns,  on  their  ap- 
proach to  the  village  of  Buflfaloe.  But  every  effort 
proved  ineffectual  ;  and  experience  proves,  that  with 
militia  a  retreat  becomes  a  flight,  and  a  battle  once 
ended,  the  army  is  dissipated.  Deberted  by  my 
principal  force,  I  fell  back  that  night  to  the  Eleven 
mile  creek,  and  was  forced  to  leave  the  flourishing 
villages  of  Black.  Rock  and  Buffaloe,  a  prey  to  the 
enemy,  which  they  have  pillaged  and   laid  in  ashes.*' 

General  Hall  retired  to  Eleven  mile  creek* 
where  lie  collected  about  300  men  ;  and,  with 
these,  endeavoured  to  cover  the  fleeing  inhabi- 
tants, and  make  a  show  to  prevent  the  advance 
of  the  eneni}'. 

Eight  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  About  30  men  were  killed,  and 
somewliat  more  than  that  number  wounded,  in 
the  defence  of  Black  Rock.  liut  the  worst  re- 
mains to  be  told,  or  rather  some  faint  idea  to  he 
given  of  the  indescribable  barbarity  of  the  enemy. 

Black  Rock  and  Buffaloe  were  destroyed,  to- 
gether with  every  building  for  two  miles  east  of 
Buffaloe  on  the  Batavia  road,  and  almost  every 
building  between  Buffaloe  and  Niaga!*a  along  the 
river.  <•  The  enemy,"  says  General  Hall,  »*  had 
with  him  at  Black  Rock  and  Butf.Joe,  a  number 
of  Indians,  (the  general  opinion  in  that  country 
is  about  200.)  who  pursued  their  aecustonied 
mode  of  horrid  warfare,  by  tomahawking,  scalp- 
ing, and  otherwise  mutilating  tlfe  persons  wha, 
fell  into  their  hands.  Among  the  victims  of 
their  savage  barbarity,  vvas  a  Mrs.  Lovejoy,  of 
!Buffaloe,  who  was  tomahawked,  and  afterwards 
burnt  in  her  own  h«use.  The  condtict  of  these 
savage«  has  struck  the  minds  of  the  people  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  with  such  horror,  as  to  make 
H  absolutely  necessary?  that  a  more  eftcieu^ 
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force  than  the  ordinary  militia  of  the  Goimiryf 
should  be  enipk;>ed  for  its  protection,  to  prevent 
its  becoming  entirely  depopulated." 

All  the  settlements  of  a  populous  country,  40 
miles  square,  were  completely  broken  up,  and 
42,000  persons  sent  as  if  into  beggery.  The 
tomahawk  and  bayonet  deprived  parents  of  their 
ehildien,  and  children  of  their  parents;  the  sa- 
vages white  and  red,  who  acted  not  merely  as 
conquerors,  but  as  murderers  and  robbers,  b^\  a 
fell  swoop,  pounced  upon  their  prey  with  the  fe- 
rocity of  the  tiger,  and  the  all-desolaling  ruin  of 
the  locust.  On  the  4(h  January  the  robbers  re- 
tired into  their  own  woods,  not  daring  to  wait 
the  chastisement  that  was  prepared  lor  them. 

Considerable  contributions  of  money  were  col- 
lected for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  sufferers^ 
who  gradually  returned  to  view  the  smoking 
ruins  of  their  late  habitations. 

The  enemy  having  declared  their  conduct  on 
tiie  Niagai-a  frontier,  to  have  been  committed  in 
retaliation  for  excesses  said  to  have  heen  com- 
mitted by  the  American  armies  in  Canada,  the 
censure,  or  rather  indignation  of  the  suffering 
inhabitants  were  turned  against  Gen.  M-Clure, 
who  had  the  command.  'I'he  general,  previous 
to  retiring  from  command,  published  an  address 
to  the  public,  in  justification  of  his  own  conduct, 
in  which  he  seems  to  have  been  pretty  success- 
ful. M^Clure  was  certainly  a  good  and  zealous 
soldier ;  ever  ready  to  obey  his  superiors,  he  ex- 
acted obedience  from  those  who  were  placed  un- 
der his  command  ;  he  knew  that  strict  discipline 
was  essential  to  form  the  praetieal  soldier  ;  and 
lie  probably  suifered  in  the  esteem  of  some,  be- 
cause  he  pursued  a  system  from  which  he  could 
llbt  depart  without  a  crime,  that  might  stain^ 
him  with  indeliable  disgrace^ 
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The  importance  of  Fort  Niagara,  as  a  military 
position,  is  suiiicientl^  evident,  and  the  possibili- 
ty of  preserving  it  has  been  unfortunately  prov- 
en by  an  enemy.  Mho  probably  would  not  medi- 
tate its  reduction,  were  he  not,  in  bome  manner 
apprized  that  the  garrison,  sufficient ly  strongs 
was  not  sufficiently  watchful.  Hsid  tliis  post 
been  preserved,  as  it  miglit  have  been,  the  ruth- 
less massacre  of  its  j^arrison,  after  resistance 
had  ceased,  would  not  h'd\e  happened;  nor  would 
a  savage  enemy  have  dared  to  attempt  his  hor- 
rid incursion,  without  the  previous  possession  of 
the  key  to  the  settiemeiits  along  the  Niagara 
frontier. 

These  observations  are  not  merely  speculative. 
The  enemy  had  undoubtedly  an  early  eye  on  the 
post  at  Niagara  ;  it  may  nerhaps  be  cause  of  sur- 
prise to  some,  that  it  was  not  seized  while  in  a 
state  of  ill  defence,  ^^.^h  that  its  oceu|>auO"ii  hf 
the  enemy,  was  deferred  to  a  time,  when  it  was 
amply  supplied  with  men,  arms,  ar.d  ammunition. 
This  can  be  best  explained,  by  a  re-assertion, 
that  the  enemy  prudently  waited  until  he  could 
find  the  garrison  not  watchful,  sleeping.  To  the 
undaunted  prowess  of  one  of  the  most  intrepid, 
zealous,  and  active  officers  of  the  army,  is  to  be 
attributed,  that  the  enemy  had  not  an  earlier 
possession  of  Niagara  Fort.  Captain  M^Keon, 
of  the  artillery,  in  his  bold  and  successful  defence 
of  this  post,  has  signalized  himself  in  a  manner 
that  had  few  parallels  during  the  war,  and  may 
probably  be  ranked,  because  it  bore  strong  simi- 
litude, to  the  brave  exploit  of  the  hero  of  Lower 
Sandusky.  This  act  of  Captain  M*Keon  will  be 
best  explained  by  the  following  letter  to  the  Se- 
<^retary  of  War,  which  is  now  published,  for  the 
first  tiiTKu 
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A^eiV'Yorky  6th  Jtine,  ISIS^ 

Sir — When  the  army  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  and' 
but  very  few  troops  to  garrison  the  old  fort  of  Nia-- 
gara,  I  had  the  honour  to  command  at  that  station,  a 
company  of  the  3d  reg.  U.  S.  artillery  ;  at  this  time 
the  enemy  prepared  to  bombard  us,  and  raised  seve- 
ral strong  batteries  for  the  purpose.  We  sustained 
his  fire  for  seven  hours,  and  had  our  works  so  much 
shattered,  that  our  commandant  Captain  Leonard 
thought  them  no  longer  tenable  :  he  had  the  guns 
spiked,  and  evacuated  the  fort.  According  to  orders 
I  retreated  with  the  garrison  ;  but  at  a  very  short 
distance  from  the  place,  1  solicited  and  obtained 
Captain  Leonard's  permission  to  return  to  it :  at  the 
moment  it  was  the  depot  of  an  immense  quantity  of 
public  stores,  worth  perhaps  a  million  of  dollars,  and 
still  more  valuable  in  a  military  point  of  view  ;  these 
I  wished  at  every  risk  to  preserve.  Though  I  pos- 
sessed entire  command  of  all  my  men,  I  took  back 
with  me  but  25  ;  because  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  jiuns  being  spiked,  1  could  not  employ  more,  and 
this  number  was  enough  for  the  execution  of  my 
plan  if  it  should  succeed,  and  enough  to  lose  if  it 
should  fail.  I  placed  cei  tinels  on  the  ramparts  and 
at  the  barriers,  and  caused  them  to  give  the  usual 
call  every  six  minutes,  through  the  night,  so  as  to 
impress  the  enemy  with  a  belef  that  the  fortress  was 
garrisoned,  and  the  garrison  vigilant :  At  the  same 
time  four  men  belonging  to  the  laboratory  had  port 
Ires  lighted  and  fuzees  prepared  to  blow  up  the  mag- 
azine and  alK  if  the  en(  my  could  not  be  intimidated 
from  advancing  upon  us.  Fortunuiely  he  was  intimi- 
dated ;  the  fort  was  saved  ;  and  the  next  morning  at 
6  o'clock  the  garrison  returned  with  a  reinforcement. 
On  the  16th  of  October,  a  second  order  was  issued 
by  Gen.  Alexander  "^myth,  for  the  evacuation  of  this 
fort^  and  the  public  property  was  accordini:ly  remov* 
ed  from  it  to  Lewiston  ;  but  immediately  I  repre- 
sented to  Col.  Winder,  that  the  fort  was  not  only  tepi^ 
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able,  but  that  I  would  maintain  it :  he  was  pleased  t9 
tsanction  this  op'nion,  and  thus  1  was,  in  some  mea- 
sure, the  cause  of  preserving  it  a  second  time.  On 
the  21st  of  November  following,  the  enemy  bombard- 
ed our  fort  with  the  greatest  fury  for  J  3  hours  ;  dur- 
ing this  time  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  liave  been 
most  assailed  by  his  attack,  and  most  opposite  to  his 
position.  The  conflagration  of  Fort  George  and 
!Newark  will  I  trust  bear  testimony  to  the  successes 
of  my  efforts  on  that  day. 

(Signed^  JAS.  M'KEON, 

late  Capt.  Ait'y. 

The  brave  defence  of  Fort  Niajjara  led  to  the 
rollowing  garrison  o'-der. 

GARRISO>J  ORDER. 

Fort  Magara,  October  \5th,    1812. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  the  command* 
ing  officer  gives  to  Capt.  M'Keon  his  full  approbation 
for  his  spirited  and  judicious  conduct,  during  the  se- 
vere cannonading  from  Fort  George  and  the  batte- 
ries on  the  opposite  side  the  river,  against  this  post^ 
for  more  than  seven  hours  on  the  1 3th  October  inst. 

To  Dr.  West  he  begs  to  express  his  sincere  thanks 
for  the  aid  and  assistance  received  from  him.  To 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
garrison  he  has  only  to  say  that  they  have  his  full 
approbation  for  their  cool  and  determined  courage^ 
and  their  zeal  and  activity  during  the  day. 

N.  LEONARD,  Capt. 
Commanding  Fort  Niagara-. 

TVhile  things  were  thus  progressing  on  land, 
Ihe  British  were  preparing  a  naval  force  for  the 
annoyance  of  the  citizens  on  the  sea-board. 

Admiral  Warren  arrived  at  Halifax  on  <he 
27th  September,  1S12  ;  and  having  attempted  ia 
vain  to  deceive  the  American  government  with 
false  professions  of  a  pacific  intention,  he  pro- 
ecijded  in  January,  off  NeWrYorkr 


16 S  BISTORT   OB   THE   WAR. 

Early  in  February,  1813,  the  Chesapeake  bay 
and  Delaware  river  were  blockaded. 

The  British  fleet  continued  in  the  bay  and 
rivers  connected  therewith.  Their  transactions, 
for  the  greater  part,  form  a  history  of  petty 
landings,  wherever  no  considerable  force  could 
be  opposed  to  theiu,  burning  or  taking  every 
vessel  that  came  within  their  power,  plundering 
the  inhabitants  adjacent  to  the  waters,  burniag 
houses,  and  insulting,  in  the  most  libidinous 
manner,  those  females,  who  did  not,  or  could  not 
iiy  from  them.  The  following  deserve  particu- 
lar lec;  rd.  ' 

A  let:er,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
v^as  sent  to  Lewistown,  in  the  state  of  De^awarc, 
on  the  16(h  March,  1813. 

"  Sir, — As  soon  as  you  receive  tbis,  I  must  re- 
quest you  will  send  tiventy  live  bullocks^  witli  a  pro- 
portionable quantity  of  -vegetables  and  hay  to  the 
Poictiers,  for  the  use  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 
squadron  now  at  this  an(  horao;e.  wiiich  slsall  bt-  im- 
mediately paid  for  at  the  Philadelphia  prici  s.  If  you 
refuse  to  comply  with  this  request,  1  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  dest-roying  your  town. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  ob*t.  servant, 
*'  J.  P.  BERESFORD,  Commodore, 
commanding  the  British  squa^'ron  in 
the  mouih  of  the  Delaware. 
'*  The Jirst  magistrate  of  Z,tivfstoivn." 

Tbe  niagistiate  transmitted  the  leUer  to  Gov- 
ernor IJaslet,  who  sent  a  reply  to  the  adnnnil 
on  the  23d,  concluding  in  the  following  words: 
«<  I  have  only  to  observe  to  jou  that  a  coiupli- 
ance  would  be  an  immediate  violation  of  the 
laws  of  my  country,  and  an  eternal  stigma  on  tlie 
nation  of  which  J  am  a  citizon.  A  compliance^ 
therefore,  cannot  be  acceded  to." 


HISTORY   OF   TUB   WA.R.  169 

.  On  the  evening  of  the  6tli  April,  the  Belvidtra 
and  two  small  vessels  came  close  into  Lewis, 
and  commenced  an  attack,  by  firing  several  32lb. 
shot  into  the  town,  which  have  been  picked  up ; 
after  which  a  flag  was  sent?  to  which  the  follow- 
ing reply  was  returned. 

"  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  renewal  of  your  demand, 
with  the  addition  for  a  "  supply  of  water,'*  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  neither  can  be  complied  with.  This, 
too,  you  must  be  sensible  of ;  therefore  I  must  in- 
sist the  atiack  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  is  both 
wanton  and  cruel.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

«  S.  B.  DA.VIS,  Gel.  Commandant.'* 

Another  message  was  sent,  in  which  the  Bri- 
tish Captain  Byron,  among  other  matter,  wrote, 
<*  I  grieve  for  the  distress  of  the  women" — to 
which  a  verbal  reply  was  given,  "  That  Colonel 
Davis  is  a  gallant  man,  and  has  already  taken 
care  of  the  ladies." 

The  attack  continued  till  near  10  o'clock. — » 
The  firing  was  kept  up  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  following  day.  One  of  the  most  danger- 
ous of  their  gun-boats  was  silenced  by  the  fire 
from  a  small  battery.  The  enemy  withdrew  on 
the  8th,  after  firing  on  TiCwis  for  22  hours,  with 
little  effect,  and  without  accomplishing  his  ob- 
ject. 

In  their  progress  up  the  bay,  the  British  land- 
ed at  Frenchtown  on  the  Elk  river,  and  burned 
the  store-houses,  destroying  or  carrying  away  all 
the  public  and  private  property  which  they  con-^ 
tained. 

From  Frenchtown,  the  enemy  proceeded  to 
Havre-de-Grace,  a  flourishing  little  village  on 
ihe  Susquehannah,  where  they  landed,  in  consi- 
derable foree^  on  the  3d   of  May,  and  proceeded 
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to  plunder  and  burn  with  a  savageness  that  ic- 
cjuired  but  the  use  of  the  scalping  knife,  to  out- 
rival their  red  allies.  Twenty-four  of  the  best 
houses  in  the  town  were  burned,  and  the  others 
plundered.  A  small  party  of  militia  were  sta- 
tioned at  Havre-de-Grace,  who.  On  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  made  a  slight  resistance,  and  then 
retreated.  An  Irishman,  named  O'Neil,  with  a 
courage  amounting  to  rashness,  and  an  enthusi- 
asm not  confined  by  cold  loyalty,  opposed  his  sin- 
gle arm  to  the  British  host,  was  taken  prisoner 
and  carried  on  board  the  British  fleet,  but  after- 
ivards  released  on  parole. 

His  countrymen,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  pre- 
sented the  brave  O'JNeil  with  a  sword. 

From  Havre-de-Grace,  the  enemy  proceeded 
further  up  tlie  river,  and  burned  the  warehouse 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stump,  and  a  furnace  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  llughes,  at  Princippi. 

On  (he  morning  of  the  4th,  the  enemy  evacu- 
ated Havre-de-Grace,  and  proceeded  down  the 
bay. 

The  next  exploit  of  the  enemy  was  the  burn- 
ing of  the  unprotected  villages  of  Frederick  and 
Georgetown;  the  former  in  Cecil  county,  the 
latter  in  KeJit  county,  opposite  each  other  on  the 
Sassafras  river,  in  the  state  of  Mai-yland. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  20tli 
June,  having  indicated  a  design  to  attack  Nor- 
folk, which  place  was  then  ill  prepared  for  de- 
fence, Captain  Tarbell,  finding  Craney  Island  ra- 
ther weak  manned,  directed  Lieutenants  Kealc, 
Shubrick,  and  Sanders,  with  100  seamen,  to  a 
small  battery  at  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  island. 
At  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  en- 
emy was  discovered  landing  round  the  point  of 
K^anscniond  river,  a  force,  reported  by  deserters 
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and  others, to  exceed  3000  men  ;  at  8,  A.  M.  tUe 
barges  attempted  to  land,  in  front  of  tlie  island, 
an  additional  force  of  1300,  uhen  Lieuts.  Neale,, 
Shiibi'iek,  and  Sanders,  with  the  sailors  um'er 
theii*  command,  and  the  marine^of  the  Constel- 
lation frigate,  150  in  nnmber,  opened  a  lire, 
which  Mas  so  well  directed,  that  the  enemy  was 
obliged  to  retreat  to  his  ships.  Three  of  his 
largest  barges  were  sunk ;  one  of  them,  called 
the  Centipede,  Admiral  Warren's  boat,  50  feet  in 
length,  carried  75  nten.  the  greater  part  of  whom 
were  lost.  Several  of  the  boats  fell  back,  in  the 
rear  of  the  island,  and  commenced  throwing 
rockets  from  Mr.  Wise's  houses ;  but  they  were 
quickly  compelled  to  move  off,  by  the  shot  di- 
rected to  that  quarter,  from  gun-boat  No.  67. — • 
In  the  evening,  the  enemy's  boats  came  round 
the  point  of  Nansemond,  and,  at  sun-set,  were 
seen  returning  to  their  ships,  full  of  men.  At 
dusk,  they  strewed  the  shore  along  with  fires,  ia 
order  to  run  away  by  the  light. 

The  British  troops,  that  were  previously  land- 
ed, made  their  appearance  on  the  main  land, 
with  a  view  to  attack  the  west  and  north  posi- 
tions of  the  island,  but  with  no  better  success 
tharf  atte!ided  the  men  in  the  boats.  Two  24* 
pounders  and  four  G  pounders  were  advantage- 
ously posted,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Faul- 
kener,  of  the  artillery,  which  were  so  well  serv- 
ed by  Captain  Emerson,  Lieutenants  Hall  and 
Godwin,  that  they  produced  a  serious  eftect  an 
the  enemy,  who  was  soon  compelled  to  retreat. 

Opposed  to  the  large  British  force,  there  were 
but  a  few  hundred  militia  and  artillerists;  there 
were  mounted  on  the  island  not  more  than  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  that  could  be  brought  to  bear 
»n  the  enemy.     "  The  officers  of  the  CousteiJla- 
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tian/'  according  to  the  official  report  of  Conn 
Cassin,  "  iired  their  18  pounders  more  like  rifle  ^ 
Bien  than  artillerists." — This  defence  did  great 
honour  to  the  few  Americans  who  were  engaged, 
!Norfolk  was  an  important  post,  and  the  enemy 
determined  en  its  occupation;  the  force  sent 
against  it  was  large ;  Admiral  Cockburn  com- 
manded in  person,  and  was  in  one  of  the  barges, 
encoui-aging  the  men  to  advance.  Some  French 
deserters  reported,  that  a  large  bounty  was  to 
be  given  to  the  men  in  the  event  of  success,  and 
that  it  was  promised  to  them,  that  ^"orfolk  wouliji 
he  given  up  to  be  plundered.^' 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  less  than 
200,  exclusive  of  several  deserters;  22 prisoners 
^vere  taken  ;  also  a  brass  3  pounder,  with  a  num- 
ber of  small  arms,  pistols,  cutlasses,  &c. 

Not  a  man  was  lost  on  the  side  of  the  Ameri* 
cans ;  the  enemy  used  only  Congreve  rockets. 

On  the  25th  June,  between  30  and  *0  barges 
were  discovered,  filled  with  men,  approaching 
the  mouth  of  Hiunpton  creek,  from  the  direetion 
of  Newport's  Noose.  The  American  troops  were 
quickly  formed  on  Little- England  plantation, 
south  west,  and  divided  from  Hampton  by  a  nar- 
row creek,  over  which  a  slight  foot  bridge  had 
been  erected.  In  a  short  time,  the  enemy  com- 
menced landing  troops  in  rear  of  the  Americans. 
A  little  after  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  several  barges 
approached  Black-beard's  Point,  the  headmost.of 
which  commenced  a  firing  of  round  shot,  which 
was  returned  from  a  small  battery  of  four  long 
12  pounders.  The  entire  of  the  force  landed  by 
the  enemy,  consisted  of  at  least  2500  men,  sup- 
ported by  several  field-pieces,  and  some  heavy 
guns,  and  rockets;  the  American  troops  were 
<;omposed  of  Si9  infantry  and  rifle^  62  artillerists.. 
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and  25  eavalry.  This  little  force  made  tlie  most 
judicious  and  best  defence  that  was  practicable,, 
manoeuvring  and  dispiitin,:;  every  inch  of  grounds 
The  contest  was  at  one  time  very  sharp,  and  was 
maintained  with  a  resolution  that  left  hope  of  re- 
pelling the  invaders;  but  the  enemy,  being  very 
iiumerous,  attempted  to  outflank  and  cut  off  the 
Americans,  when  part  of  the  latter  began  to  dis- 
perse in  various  directions.  It  now  became  in- 
dispensibly  necessary  for  all  the  Americans  to 
retire,  which  they  cfid  under  a  continued,  but  ill- 
directed  fire,  from  the  enemy,  wha  pursued  them 
for  two  miles.  The  Americans  occasionally 
stopped  at  a  fence  or  ditch,  and  at  every  fire 
brought  down  one  of  the  pursuing  foe. 

Capt.  Pryor,  with  his  Lieutemvnts  Lively  and 
Junes,  and  his  brave,  active  matrosses,  after 
slaughtering  many  of  the  enemy  with  his  field 
pieces,  remained  on  the  ground  till  surrounded-— 
aud  when  the  enemy  was  within  60  or  70  yards 
of  the  fort,  they  spiked  their  guns,  broke  through: 
the  enemy's  rear,  and,  by  swimming  a  creek, 
made  good  their  retreat  without  losing  a  man, 
taking  with  them  their  carbines,  and  hiding  them 
hi  the  woods. 

The  American  loss  was  7  killed,  16  wounded^ 
of  whom  2  died  of  their  wounds,  1  prisoner,  and 
11  missing.  The  eneniy  took  possession  of  the 
village  of  Hampton,  after  suffering  a  loss,  by  the- 
most  probable  calculation,  of  at  least  200  men. 

Major  Crutchfi^ld,  who  commanded  the  Ame^^ 
ricans,  states  the  enemy's  conduct,  in  the  folio \y° 
log  extract,  from  his  official  report : 

"  To  give  you,  sir,  an  idea  of  the  savage  like 
position  of  the  enemy,  on  their  getting  possessiei 
the  neighbourhood,  would  be    a-  vain  attempt:-    i 
though  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  assured  me,  that  po^ 
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easiness  need  be  felt  in  relation  to  the  unfortunate 
An\ericans  ;  the  fact  is,  that  yesterday  there  were 
several  dead  bodies  lying  unburied,  and  the  wounded 
not  even  assisted  into  town,  although  observed  to  be 
crawling  through  the  fields  towards  a  cold  and  inhos- 
pitable protection. 

'^  The  unfortunate  females  of  Hampton,  who  could 
not  leave  the  town,  were  abused  in  the  most  shame- 
ful manner  ;  not  only  by  the  soldiers,  but  by  the  ve- 
nal savage  blacks,  who  were  encouraged  in  their  ex- 
ceeses.  They  pillaged,  and  encouraged  every  act  of 
rapine  and  murder,  killing  a  poor  man  by  the  name 
of  Kerby,  who  had  been  lying  on  his  bed, at  the  poini 
of  death,  for  more  than  six  weeks,  shooting  his  wife 
in  the  hip  at  tlie  same  time,  and  killing  his  faithful 
dog,  lying  under  his  feet,  'ihe  murdered  Kerby 
was  1}  ing  last  night  weltering  in  his  bed." 

A  coinmittte  of  Congress,  in  a  report  to  llw; 
boustN  Ihus^  notice  this  transaction. 

*'  The  shrieks  of  the  innocent  victims  of  infernal 
lust  at  Hampton,  were  heard  by  the  American  pri- 
soners, but  were  too  weak  to  reach  the  ears  or  dis- 
turb the  repose  of  the  B^ritish  officers,  whose  duty, 
as  men,  required  them  to  protect  every  female  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into  their  power. 
The  committee  will  not  dwell  on  this  hateful  sub- 
ject. Human  language  affords  no  terms  strong 
enough  to  express  the  emotions  ^Yhich  the  exami- 
nation of  this  evidence  has  awakened  ;  they  rejoice 
that  these  acts  have  appeared  so  incredible  to  the 
American  people.  And,  for  the  honor  of  human  na- 
ture, they  deeply  regret,  that  the  evidences  so  clearly 
establish  their  truth.  In  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  commander  of  the  American  and  British 
forces,  will  be  found  what  is  equivalent  to  an  admis- 
sion of  the  facts  by  the  British  commander.** 

The   enemy  soon  evacuated  Hampton,  and  re- 
created to  his  shipping,  to  avoid  the  punishment^ 
;^bicb;  had  lie  remained,  \^ouId  have  soon  been 
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iiiHictetl.  The  following  extract  of  a  icltei*  from 
Capt.  Cooper,  to  the  lieutenant  govcrner  of  Vir- 
ginia, is  proof  of  shocking  barbarity  which  would 
disgrace  the  savage  of  the  wilderness. 

**  I  was  yesterday  in  Hampton  with  my  troop 
that  place  having  been  evacuated  in  the  morning  by 
the  British.  My  blood  ran  cold  at  what  I  saw  and 
heard.  The  few  distressed  inhabitants  running  up, 
in  every  direction  to  congratulate  us ;  tears  were 
shedding  in  every  corner — the  infamous  scoundrels, 
monsters,  destroyed  every  thing  but  the  houses,  and, 
(my  pen  is  almost  unwilling  to  describe  it)  the  wo- 
fnen  were  ravished  by  the  abandoned  ruffians. — Great 
God  !  My  dear  friend,  can  you  figure  to  yourself 
our  Hampton  females,  seized  and  treated  with  vio- 
lence by  those  monsters,  and  not  a  soHtary  American 
arm  present  to  aven,^e  their  wrongs  I  But  enough — 
I  can  no  more  of  this.  The  enemy  have  received  a 
reinforcement  of  2000 — in  all,  6000  men  ;  and  Nor- 
folk or  Richmond  is  their  immediate  aim.  Protect 
yourselves  from  such  scenes  as  we  have  witnessed. 
They  retired  in  great  confusion,  leaving  3000  weight 
of  beef,  some  muskets,  ammunition,  canteens,  &c. 
and  some  of  their  men,  which  we  took.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  they  apprehended  an  immediate  attack 
from  6000  of  our  men,  which  caused  them  to  retre^ 
so  precipitately.  My  friend,  rest  assured  of  ©ne 
thing — that  they  cannot  conquer  Americans — they 
cannot  stand  them,  If  we  had  had  1200  men,  we 
should  have  killed  or  taken  the  greater  part  of  them.'^ 

In  further  proof  of  these  enormities,  the  foL 
lowing  extract  is  given,  from  the  letter  of  a  gen- 
tleman of  great  respectability. 

"  At  present  you  must  content  yourself  with  the 
following,  and  believe  it  as  religiously  as  anyfach 
beyond  denial.  Mrs.  Turnbull  was  pursued  up  to 
her  waist  in  the  waier,  and  dragged  on  shore  by  ten 
9r  twelve  of  these  rufiians,  who  catiated  their  brutal 
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desires  upon  her,  after  pulliDg  off  her  clothes,  stock- 
ings, shoes,  Sec.  This  fact  Avas  seen  by  }  our  ne- 
phew, Keith,  and  many  others.  Another  case — a 
married  women,  her  name  iinknov/n  to  mc,  with  her 
infant  child  in  her  arms,  (the  child  forcibly  dragged 
from  her,)  shared  the  same  fate.  Two  young  wo- 
men, well  knov/n  to   many,  whose  names  will  not 

be  revealed  at  this   time^  suffered  in  like  manner 

Dr.  Colton,  Parson  Halson,  and  Mrs.  Hopkins,  have 
informed  me  of  these  particulars — another,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Hope,  had  her  gown  cut  off  with 
a  sword,  and  violence  offered  in  his  presence,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  prevent,  but  had  to  quit  the  room, 
leaving  the  unfortunate  victim  in  their  possession, 
who,  no  doubt,  was  abused  in  the  same  way. 

"  Old  Mr.  Hope  himself  was  stripped  naked, 
pricked  with  a  bayonet  in  the  arm,  and  slapt  in  the 
face — and  were  I  to  mention  a  hundred  cases  in  ad- 
dition to  the  above,  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  ex- 
aggerate." 

Admiral  Cockhurn  is  tlie  redoubtable  hero, 
who  commanded  the  enemy  in  the  manlij  attack 
on  Hampton.* 

On  the  2^th  June,  three  of  the  enemy's  barges 
attempted  to  enter  Pagan  creek,  but  were  re- 
sisted by  a  detachment  of  militia  ;  and  after  ex- 
changing li  shots,  Vrithout  efiect  on  either  side, 
the  enemy  re  tiled. 

The  enemy  had  such  a  total  command  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  rivers  falling 
into   it,  wherever   the  same  were    Avithout   the 

*  James  O'Boyle,  an  Irishman,  residing  at  Pugh- 
town,  in  Virginia,  offered  a  reward  of  1,000  dollars, 
for  the  head  of  *'  the  notorious  incen<^iary»  and  irr- 
famous  scoundrel,  and  violator  of  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  the  British  admiral;  Cockbuv.nr  pr  50a 
dollars  for  each  of  his  ears. 
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range  of  shot  from  the  shore;  and  his  move- 
ments were  so  various,  that  a  general  alarm  was 
excited  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  >vaters  ; 
the  troops  were  necessaril.v  kept  embodied,  and 
moving  in  a  manner,  which  occasioned  distres- 
sing and  harrassing  difficulties.  The  fate  of 
the  females  at  Hampton  exeiled  an  indignation, 
and  roused  a  patriotism  and  a  love  of  family 
kindred,  which  stilled  all  complaints  among  the 
harrassed  soldiery  ofYirginia  and  Maryland. — 
<*  Hampton"  was  a  watch- word,  at  which  every 
husband,  father,  brother,  and  man,  took  his  gun 
and  lied  with  willingness,  to  meet  the  ruffians, 
who  threatened,  with  worse  than  murder,  the 
fair  daughters  of  America. 

It  wouUl  scarcely  be  interesting  to  detail  every 
petty  landing,  skirmish  and  adventure,  that  oc- 
curred, while  the  enemy  remained  in  the  Chesa- 
peake— the  most  conspicuous  of  them  will,  how- 
ever, be  noticed. 

A  party  of  the  enemy  landed  a  little  below 
James-Town,  on  the  2d  July,  but  were  repulsed 
by  the  militia.  Two  of  the  enemy  were  killed, 
two  taken,  and  several  wounded.  The  militia 
suffered  no  loss. 

On  the  14 (h  July,  the  U.  S.  schooner  Asp, 
was  attacked  in  Yocimo  river,  by  the  crews  of 
two  brigs,  who  put  off  in  their  boats,  for  that  pur- 
pose.  The  boats,  3  in  number,  were  beaten  off 
by  the  well  directed  fire  from  the  Asp:  about 
an  hour  after,  the  boats  returned,  with  two 
other  boats,  well  manned.  There  were  hut  21 
men  on  hoard  the  Asp,  and  they  could  not  ef- 
fectually resist  the  great  force  sent  against 
them;  they,  however,  defended  themselves  ob- 
stinately and  bravely  ;  nor  did  they  retreat  until 
after  the  Asp  was  boarded  by  more  than  50  of 
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the  enemy.  The  enemy  set  the  vessel  on  fire* 
After  their  retreat,  the  survivors  of  the  brave 
Ameriean  cre>y,  went  on  hoard  and  extingnished 
the  llames.  The  American  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  amounted  <o  10  men.  Mr.  Sigourney, 
the  intrepid  commander  of  the  Asp,  was  among^ 
the  killed. 

Some  essays,  published  by  the  late  Robert 
Fulton,  on  the  practicability  of  destroying  ships 
by  torpedoeSf  induced  several  persons  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  this  subject.  A  Mr.  Mix,  of 
the  navy,  accompanied  by  Captain  Bowman,  of 
Salem,  and  Midshipman  M*Gowan,  essayed  to 
destroy  the  ship  of  war  Plantagenet,  of  74 
guns,  lying  in  Lynnhaven  bay.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  proceeded  in  a  boat,  in  the  night  of 
the  24th  July,  1813,  and  having  reached  within 
100  yards  of  the  ship,  dropped  the  torpedo.  It 
was  swept  along  by  the  tide,  but  exploded  a  few 
seconds  before  it  would  have  eome  in  contact  witli 
the  vessel.  It  produced  great  consternation  and 
confusion  on  board  the  vessel,  and  induced  seve- 
ral of  the  crew  to  take  to  their  boats.  The 
ship  was  greatly  agitated,  and  some  damage 
done  by  the  violent  motion  of  the  water.  The 
noise,  occasioned  by  the  explosion,  was  loud  and 
tremendous;  and  the  appearance  of  the  water, 
thrown  up  in  a  column  of  30  or  40  feet  high, 
awfully  sublime.  It  has  not  been  ascertained 
that  any  lives  were  lost. 

The  fleet,  under  command  of  Admiral  Cock- 
burn,  returned  to  the  Chesapeake  on  the  16th 
July,  after  an  invasion  of  North-Carolina,  wheic 
the  country  was  pillaged  and  laid  waste  by  the 
enemy,  for  several  miles.  On  the  lith,  a  part 
of  this  fleet,  consisting  of  two  7**s,  3  frigates, 
and  3    schooners,   appeared  off  Ocracock  h:\Vy 
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in  North- Carolina,  and  immediately  despatched, 
in  boats,  between  700  and  SOO  men.  who  attack- 
ed the  privateer  Anaconda,  and  schooner  Ailas, 
lying  inside  the  bar.  There  were  but  18  men  on 
board  the  Anaconda,  who  resisted  the  boats  as 
long  as  they  could,  nntil  finding  that  the  vessel 
must  be  taken,  they  discharged  the  guns  into  the 
hull ;  but  the  enemy  boarded  her  in  time  to  phig 
the  holes.  The  Atlas,  and  some  small  craft, 
were  captured.  The  enemy  took  possession  of 
Ocracock,  and  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  with- 
out opposition. 

Mrs.  Gaston,  of  Newburn,  wife  of  the  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  being  told  that  the  British  had 
landed,  and  would  shortly  be  in  possession  of 
IVewburn,  fell  into  convulsive  fits,  and  expired 
in  a  few  hours.  Mrs.  Curtis  died  in  a  similar 
manner,  and  a  Mrs.  Shepherd  was  at  the  point 
of  death,  but  has  recovered.  Apprehensions  of 
being  treated  like  the  unfortunate  females  of 
Hampton,  it  is  supposed,  produced  this  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  terror.  A  large  body  of  mili- 
tia and  volunteers  were  assembled  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Portsmouth,  and  on  the  point  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy,  when  he  thought  prudent  to  ra- 
ti i^. 

Lieut.  Angus,  commanding  the  Delaware  flo- 
tilla, having  discovered,  on  the  27th  July,  that 
the  enemy  had  chased  and  taken  a  small  vessel, 
near  the  Overfalls,  got  under  way,  and  stood 
for  the  enemy.  At  the  distance  of  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  he  brought  the  enemy's  sloop 
of  war  to  action,  having  anchored  for-that  pur- 
pose, 8  gun-boats,  and  2  block-sliips.  i»  a  line 
ahead.  A  heavy  British  frigate,  had,  by  this 
time,  anchore>d  about  half  a  mile  further  out. — 
After  a  cannonade  of  one  hour  and  45  minutes. 
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in  which  the  enemy  received  several  shot,  with- 
out any  material  damage  being  done  to  the  flotilla, 
he  manned  his  boats,  10  in  number,  (2  launches, 
the  rest  large  barges  and  cutters,)  witli  [)eiween 
30  and  iO  men  in  each,  and  despatched  them  af- 
ter gun  boat  No.  121,  sailing-master  Shead, 
which  had  fallen  a  mile  and  a  isalf  out  of  the 
line,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  her,  after  a  gal- 
lant resistance.  The  enemy  would  have  been 
totally  defeated,  had  he  not  been  favoured  by  a 
calm,  which  enabled  him  to  carry  off  the  gun^ 
boat  No.  121,  the  colours  of  which  were  not 
struck  until  after  being  boarded.  The  sound  of 
cannon,  on  this  occasion,  was  heard  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  a  distance  ot*  120  miles. 

Sailing  master  Shead  concludes  his  official  re- 
port in  the  following  words : 

'<  I  found  it  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  those 
few  valuable  lives  left,  to  surrender  to  seven  times 
our  number ;  the  enemy  boarding,  loaded  our  decks 
with  men  ;  we  were  all  driven  below,  and  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  officers  could  stay  the 
reven«^e  of  the  seamen,  who  seemed  to  thirst  for 
blood  and  plunder,  the  last  of  which  they  had.  by  rob- 
bing* us  of  every  thing  ;  we  had  none  killed,  but  7 
wounded,  5  slightly.  The  enemy's  loss  by  us,  was 
7  killed,  and  12  wounded,  4  of  which  have  since 
died.  They  have  conquered  me,  but  they  have  paid 
dearly  for  it ;  and  I  trust,  Sir,  when  y-  u  come  to  view 
the  disadvantages  that  I  laboured  under,  having  been 
but  7  days  on  board  my  boat,  and  scarcely  time  to 
station  my  men,  and  the  misfortune  of  entirely  dis- 
abling my  gun,  and  the  superiority  of  numbers  to 
oppose  me,  you  will  be  convinced  that  the  flag  I  had 
the  honour  to  wear,  has  not  lost  any  of  that  national 
character  which  has  ever  been  attached  to  it.'* 

It  is  painful  to  th("  historian,  that  while  he  re- 
cords tjije  many  instances  of  virtuous  pi.triotism. 
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and  glorious  prowess,  which  signalized  the  citi- 
zens and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  h  be- 
comes also  his  duty  to  record  their  crimes  and 
treasons.  Much  consolation  is,  however,  derive 
ed  from  the  reflection,  that  pati'ioiism  was  the 
prevailing  seniiiuent  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
people.  The  following  general  oi-der  was  pub- 
lished, and  dated  from  the  navy  department,  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  sent,  as  a  circular, 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  stations,  or  ves- 
sels of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

«  The  palpable  and  criminal  intercourse  held  with 
the  enemy's  i'orcrs,  block icling  and  inviiding  the  wai- 
ters and  shores  of  the  U.  States,  is,  in  a  militaiy  vievv, 
an  offence  of  so  deep  a  die,  as  to  call  for  the  viiriiant 
interposition  of  all  the  naval  officers  of  the  United 
Slates. 

«  This  intercourse  is  not  only  carried  on  by  fo- 
reigners, under  the  specious  garb  of  friendly  flags, 
who  convey  provisions,  water,  and  succours  of  all 
kinds,  (ostensibly  destined  for  friendly  ports,  in  the 
face,  too,  of  a  declared  and  rigorous  blockade,)  di* 
rect  to  the  fleets  and  stations  of  the  enemy,  with  con- 
stant intelligence  of  our  naval  and  military  force  and 
preparation,  an<l  the  means  of  continuing  and  con* 
ducting  the  invasion  to  the  greatest  possible  annoy- 
ance of  the  country;  but  the  same  traffic,  intercourse, 
and  intelligence,  is  Cirr^ed  on  with  great  subtilty 
and  treachery,  by  profligate  citizens,  who,  in  vessels 
ostensibly  navigati;ig  our  waters,  from  port  to  port, 
under  cover  of  night,  er  other  circumstaaces  favour- 
ing their  turpitude,  find  means  to  conv,  y  succours  or 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  elude  the  penalty  of 
the  law.  This  lawless  trade  and  intercourse  is  also 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  in  craft,  whose  capacity 
exempts  them  from  the  regulations  of  the  revenue 
laws,  and  from  the  vigilence  which  vessels  of  greater 
Capacity  attract. 
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«  I  am  therefore  commanded  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  enjoin  and  direct  all  nav  al  com- 
manding officers,  to  exercise  the  strictest  vigilence, 
and  to  stop  or  detain  all  vessels  or  craft,  whatsoever, 
proceeding,  or  apparently  intending  to  proceed,  to* 
"wards  the  enemy's  vessels  within  the  waters,  or  hov- 
ering about  the  harbours  of  the  United  States ;  or 
towards  any  station  occupied  by  the  enemy,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  which 
vessels  or  craft  the  enemy  might  derive  succours  .or 
intelligence. 

W.  JONES." 

The  enemy,  the  better  to  carry  liis  projects  in 
the  Chesapeake  into  execution,  look  possession  <.f 
Kent- island,  and  fortified  the  narrows;  which 
station  he,  however,  soon  afterward  deserted. 
On  the  10th  August,  he  made  an  attack  on  St. 
iVIichael,  with  11  barges,  wliieh  went  up  the 
river  on  the  opposite  side,  and  came  down  on  the 
side  of  St.  Michael,  with  so  little  noise,  that  they 
were  not  perceived  passing  up  or  down  the  river  ; 
and  as  it  was  very  cloudy,  and  the  men  in  the 
fort,  without  suspicion  of  attack,  the  enemy 
landed  before  they  were  discovered.  The  men 
fired  two  guns  and  left  the  fort,  of  >vhich  the  en- 
emy immediately  took  possession,  and  gave  three 
cheers,  supposing  they  would  have  St.  Michael 
without  much  diflRculty ;  but  they  were  very 
much  mistaken,  for  the  St.  Michael's  people,  and 
Gapt.  Vickers,  of  the  Easton  packet,  with  the 
artillery  from  Easton,  attacked  them  so  briskly, 
and  pointed  their  guns  with  so  much  judgment, 
that  our  invaders  were  soon  obliged  to  make  off — 
ilie  infantry  were  not  engaged.  Not  a  man  of 
the  Americans  was  hurt, although  the  grape  shot 
flew  like  bail  in  the  town,  and  their  balls  went 
through  a  number  of  the  houses.    The   two 
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'shots  that  were  fired  from  the  fort  must  have 
done  some  execution,  as  a  quantity  of  blood  was 
seea  on  the  shore,  and  two  swords  and  a  pistol 
were  left  behind,  and  their  barges  were  seen  to 
be  struck  by  the  artillery  from  the  town. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lith  August,  at  four 
o'clock,  the  enemy  attacked  Queenstown,  in 
Queen  4nne  county,  both  by  land  and«water; — 
about  600  troops  were  landed  and  marched  up 
to  the  town,  and  20  armed  barges  made  the  at- 
tack by  water — the  attack  was  so  unexpected, 
that  but  little  resistance  was  made — ^a  picket 
guard  of  the  American  militia  were  fired  on  by 
the  enemy,  1  of  them  was  killed,  and  2  or  3 
wounded — the  militia  retreated  to  Centreville, 
and  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  town. 

Were  the  enemy  to  confine  himself  to  the  cap- 
turing of  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and  the  de- 
struction of  publio  property,  he  would  be  justi- 
fiable ;  but  it  is  due  to  truth,  not  to  conceal,  that, 
departing  from  all  established  rules  of  warfare, 
he  not  only  carried  off  private  property,  when- 
ever he  could  seize  it,  but  also  destroyed  what- 
ever he  could  reach,  and  could  not  remove.  Oq 
the  2d  November,  he  landed  on  George's  island, 
and  burned  all  the  buildings  on  it,  he  decoyed  a 
great  number  of  negroes,  with  a  promise  ta 
make  them  free — and  afterwards  shipped  these 
wretches  to  the  West-Indies,  where  they  were 
sold  as  slaves,  for  the  henejit  of  British  officers. 
The  following  device  was  practiced  with  success. 

A  party  of  militia,  (17  in  number,)  stationed 
themselves  behind  the  Sand-hills,  while  two  whito^ 
Hi*^n,  with  their  faces  and  hands  blacked,  went 
down  u|>on  the  beach,  and  waved  their  hand- 
kerchiefs to  the  ships,  when  a  boat,  with  six  men, 
immediately  came  ashore,  followed,    at    §oni€ 
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distance,  by  two  others,  full  of  men.  Just  as  the 
mea  from  the  first  boat  were  preparing  to  jand, 
one  of  those  disguised,  in  walking  a  lew  steps, 
showed  his  bare  ancles,  which  he  omitted  to 
bluckcn,  when  the    enemy  exclaimed — ♦•  White 

men  in  disguise,  by ;    let  us  push  off  I*^ — 

which  they  did,  and,  at  the  same  moment,  the 
militia  ran  out  and  fired  upon  them,  until  they 
l^ere  out  of  gun  shot ;  they  killed  two  out  of  the 
six. 

It  would  be  impossible,  in  the  compass  allot* 
ted  to  this  work,  to  do  justice  to  the  enemy  : — 
his  barbarous  and  plundering  conduct  in  the 
Chesapeake,  and  adjoining  rivers,  can  only  be 
equalled  by  the  conduct  of  the  same  enemy  in  a 
former  war.  <♦  The  species  of  warfare,"  says 
the  editor  of  a  Norfolk  paper,  «  waged  by  Cap- 
tain  Llo^d  of  the  Plantagenet,  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Princess  Anne  county,  is  of  that  pitiful 
and  dishonourable  kind,  which  cannot  fail  to  at- 
tach a  lasting  stigma  to  his  character,  and  cause 
his  name  to  descend  to  oblivion,  coupled  with 
that  of  the  infamous  Dunmore,  and  clogged  with 
the  bitter  execiations  of  all  who  shall  hear  the 
lale  of  his  rapacity." 

The  Norfolk  Herald  thus  ably  and  humanely 
notices  the  seizing  and  carrying  off  negroes. 

"  To  take  cat'le  or  other  stock,  would  be  consis- 
tent with  the  usa«e  of  civilized  warfare  ;  but  to  take 
>Jegroes,  who  are  hujnan  beings  ;  to  tear  them  for- 
ever from  their  kindred  and  connexions  is  what  we 
should  never  expect  from  a  Christian  nation,  espe- 
cially one  that  has  done  so  much  to  abolish  the 
^'  slave  trade."  There  are  Neg^roes  in  Virginia, 
and  we  believe  in  all  the  southern  states,  who  have 
their  interests  and  affections  as  strongly  engrafted 
Isx  their  hearts,  as^the  whites,  and  who  feel  the  sacred 
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ties  of  filial,  parental,  and  conjugal  aflfection,  equally 
strong,  and  who  are  warmly  attached  to  their  owners, 
and  the  scenes  of  their  nativity.  To  those,  no  in- 
ducement, which  the  enemy  could  offer,  would  be 
sufficient  to  tempt  them  away.  To  drag  them  a- 
way,  then,  by  force,  would  be  the  greatest  cruelty. 
Yes,  it  is  reserved  for  England,  who  boasts  of  her  re- 
ligion, and  love  of  humanity,  to  practice  this  piece  of 
cruelty,  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  Christianity 
aud  civilization." 

The  great  vigilance  and  activity  oF  the  citi- 
zens, tended  not  only  to  disappoint,  but  frequent- 
ly to  punish  the  marauders. 

On  the  11th  September,  about  15  men  volun- 
teered from  a  militia  company,  stationed  near 
tlie  inlet,  at  Norfolk,  to  go  and  attack  a  party  of 
the  British,  who  v.ere  said  to  be  on  shore  at  the 
Cape.  AVhen  they  came  to  the  Cape,  and  were 
mounting  one  of  the  sand  hills,  they  found  them- 
selves in  full  view,  and  within  musket-shot  of  a 
large  body  of  marines,  who  were  exercising.  A 
cluster  of  officers  were  standing  some  distance 
off,  between  their  main  body  and  our  militia — ^the 
latter  had  not  a  moment  to  spare  ;  they  took  de- 
liberate aim  at  the  officers  and  fired ;  four  of 
them  fell !  The  militia  then  made  the  best  of 
their  way  back  to  camp,  while  the  enemy's  shot 
whistled  over  their  heads  in  all  directions,  but 
without  effect. 

The  proceedings  of  the  enemy  along  the  coast, 
east  of  the  Delaware,  were  not  generally  impor- 
tant. 

The  frigate  United  States,  Com.  Decatur; 
frigate  Macedonian,  Capt.  Jones;  and  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  Capt.  Biddle,  on  the  24.th  May,  got 
under  way  from  New- York,  with  an  inteniion  of 
froceeding  to  sea  through  the  Sound.  When 
a2 
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off  Ifant's  Point  the  mainmast  of  the  United 
Slates  was  struck  with  lightning,  which  tore 
away  the  Commodore's  broad  pendant,  and 
brought  it  down  on  deck,  passed  into  one  of  the 
povt-holes,  down  the  after  hatchway,  through 
rhe  ward  room  into  tlie  doctor's  room,  put  out 
his  eandie,  tore  up  his  bed,  and  then  passed  be- 
tween the  skin  and  ceiling  of  the  ship,  and  tore 
up  about  20  naili  of  her  copjier  at  water's  edge, 
^o  further  trace  of  it  could  be  discovered.  The 
Macedonian  was  about  100  yards  astern  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  observing  the  lightning 
strike  her,  immediately  hove  her  topsails  aback^ 
fearing  that  the  fire  might  find  its  way  to  the 
magazine. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  the  vessels  attempted  to 
put  to  sea,  but  were  chafed  into  New-London  by 
a  British  fone,  consisting  of  a  7*,  a  razee,  and 
a  frigate.  The  blockade  of  New-IiOndon  was 
immediately  formed;  and  the  inhabitants  very 
highly  a4armed  lest  tlie  town  would  be  attacked. 

On  the  21st  June,  the  British  privateer  Buck- 
skin, (formerly  belonging  to  Salem.)  chased  a 
coaster  into  Owl  Head  Narrows,  (a  small  har- 
bour in  Massachusetts.)  where  five  others  were 
lying,  the  whole  of  which  were  captured  and  re- 
inoved  down  into  wliat  is  called  the  Thorough- 
fare, preparatory  to  being  manned  out.  and  they 
began  unlading  one  of  the  sloops,  into  which 
they  intended  to  put  the  prisoners.  During  thi» 
time,  from  2  to  300  militia  eonected,  and  pro- 
teeded  down  to  Fox  Island,  it  being  thick  foggy 
■weather,  when  at  1-2  past  3,  on  the  morning  of 
.  the  22d.  the  fog  clearing  away,  the  privateer  ap- 
peared at  anchor  about  20  rods  from  the  shore, 
ivhere  they  comment  ed  firi-  g  upon  her  with 
imall  arms,  aud  one  field  piece^  whidi  killed  xhsr 
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privateersmen  almost  tis  fast  as  they  eame  on 
deck.  The  1st  lieutenant  cut  the  eahle,  and  ia 
attempting  to  hoist  the  jib,  (Ijing  flat  on  his 
back.)  had  his  under  jaw  shot  away  ;  the  captain 
was  killed;  and  but  9  men,  it  is  said,  remained 
unhurt,  the  rest  being  either  killed  or  wounded. 
It  being  ebb  tide,  she  drifted  out,  and  when  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  musketry,  got  under  way, 
leaving  all  her  pi^izes,  which  again  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  rightful  owners.  The  crews  put  in 
to  ma'h  them,  in  attempting  to  escape  to  the  pri- 
vateer in  boats,  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
The  action  lasted  an  hour. 

On  the  23d  June,  two  barges,  containing  each 
about  15  men,  from  the  blockading  squadron  oft" 
New-Londoa,  attempted  to  land  near  the  light- 
house, but  on  observing  a  company  of  artillery 
near  the  shore,  pulled  off  as  fast  as  possible. 
AVhen  the  enemy  imagined  themselves  out  of 
danger,  they  stood  in  the  barges  and  cheered. 
At  this  moment  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  ar- 
tillery, which  struck  one  of  the  boats,  and  killed 
or  ^wounded  eight  or  ten  of  the  men  in  it. 

A  Mr.  Seudder  formed  a  design  of  destroying 
the  British  ship  Ramilies,  of  74  guns,  oft'  New- 
London.  For  this  purpose  ten  kegs  of  powder 
were  put  into  a  strong  cask,  with  a  quantity  of 
sulphur  mixed  into  it»  At  the  heail  of  the  cask 
was  fixed  two  gun-locks,  with  cords  fastened  to 
the  triggers,  and  to  the  under  side  of  the  barrels^ 
in  the  hatchway,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
hoist  the  barrels  without  springing  the  ]ock» 
each  side  of  the  powder — and  on  the  top^  was 
placed  a  quantity  of  turpentine,  and  spirits  of 
turpentine,  which  in  all  probability  was  sufficient 
to  have  destroyed  any  vessel  that  ever  floated 
on  the  water,  if  slie  c«uld  have  been  got  along 
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side,  which  was  the  object  in  view.  These  kegt^ 
were  put  on  board  the  smack  Eagle,  which 
sailed  from  New- York  on  the  15th  June,  for 
New-London,  but  which  the  crew  abandoned,  on 
being  pursued  hy  the  boats  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  expected  that  the  vessel  would  be  brought 
along  side  the  Ramilies ;  and,  by  exploding, 
wouid  destroy  that  ship.  The  wind  dying  away, 
and  the  tide  being  against  them,  she  could  not 
be  brought  along  side.  When  the  Eagle  ex- 
ploded, there  were  four  boats  along  side,  and  a 
great  many  men  on  board  her.  After  the  ex- 
plosion, there  was  not  a  vestige  of  the  boats  to 
be  seen  ;  the  body  of  fire  rose  to  a  vast  height, 
and  then  burst  like  a  rocket.  Every  man  near 
or  about  her  were  probably  lost,  as  the  boats 
sent  from  the  Ramilies  were  seen  to  return  with- 
out picking  up  any  thing. 

On  the  10th  June,  three  barges  belonging  to 
the  blockading  squadron,  after  capturing  some 
sloops  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  at- 
tempted to  land  at  Saybrook,  but  were  beaten  off 
by  the  militia.  The  enemy  had  three  men  killed 
on  this  occasion.     The  militia  escaped  unhurt. 

On  the  24th  July,  a  1st  and  Sd  lieutenant,  a 
sailing-master,  and  five  men,  belonging  to  the  Ra- 
milies, were  surprised  and  taken  on  Gardner's 
Island,  by  a  party  of  the  crew  of  the  United 
States,  despatched  for  the  purpose,  by  Com.  De- 
eatur.  The  prisoners  were  parolled,  and,  be- 
ing at  liberty,  were  joined  by  others  of  their 
erew,  when  they  found  themselves  sufficiently 
strong  to,  seize  and  carry  off  the  American  boat,. 
There  was  an  attempt  also  made  to  intercept 
the  American  party,  but  they  escaped  in  a  whale- 
boat  to  Sag. Harbour,  from  whence  they  return- 
ed in  safety  to  New-LoodoiK 
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Shortly  after  this  transaction,  Mr.  Joshua 
Penny,  of  EasUiamptun,  Long-Island,  >vas  ta» 
ken  out  of  his  bed  during  the  night,  by  a  party 
from  the  enemy's  ship,  and,  being  brought  on 
board  the  fianiilies,  was  put  in  irons.  Major 
Case,  commanding  the  troops  of  the  U.  States 
at  Sag-Harbour,  demanded  his  release  as  a  non* 
eombatant ;  but  the  British  officer,  Capt.  Hardy, 
declined,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  combat- 
ant— that  he  conducted  a  party  of  seamen  from 
New- London  to  Gardner's  Island,  there  to  sur- 
prise and  take  several  British  officers — that  his 
name  had  been  entered  on  the  books  of  one  of 
the  frigates,  and  that  he  had  been  **  employed  in 
a  boat  contrived  for  the  purpose^  under  the  com- 
mand of  Thomas  WeUingf  prepared  with  a  ior^ 
pedo,  to  destroy  this  (Capt.  Hardy's)  ship.^'  This 
last  crime  was  undoubtedly  that  which  led  to 
the  capture  and  severe  treatment  of  Mr.  Penny. 
He  was  treated  with  great  severity  while  on 
board  the  Ramilies,  from  which  vessel  he  was 
sent  to  Halifax,  where  he  was  treated  like  other 
prisoners.  He  was  sent  to  Salem  in  a  cartel 
ship,  in  May,  1814,  and  probably  owed  not  only 
his  liberation,  but  his  life,  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  ordered 
two  British  subjects  to  be  held  as  hostages  for 
the  safety  of  Mr.  Penny. 

The  New 'London  blockading  squadron  came, 
on  the  8th  September,^  by  the  Sound,  to  a  place 
about  20  miles  from  the  city  of  New- York,  cap-.^^ 
tured  20  coasters,  took  a  quantity  of  sheep  from 
the  main,  and  had  probably  other  robberies  or 
injuries  in  view.  Com.  Lewis,  on  receiving  in- 
formation of  the  enemy's  movement,  proceeded 
up  the  Sound,  with  25  gun-boats.  By  9  o'clock 
on  the  9th,  he  was  at  Sands's  Point,  within  10 
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miles  of  the  enemy.  A  British  frigate  and  a 
sioop  of  war  got  under  way  and  stood  toward 
them.  At  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  commodore 
brought  his  flotilla  to  anchor  in  Hempstead  bay> 
ready  to  receive  the  enemy.  The  British  ex- 
changed 10  or  15  shots  at  too  great  a  distance  to 
produce  any  effect,  and  then  stood  to  the  east- 
ward, and  were  soon  out  of  sight.  The  fiotijla 
returned  to  its  former  station. 

On  the  5th  July,  the  British  tender  Eag!e> 
which  had  been  employed  by  Com.  Beresford, 
for  the  purpose  of  burning  coasters,  &c.  was  ta- 
ken by  a  coup  de  main.  The  smnck  Yankee  was 
borrowed  for  this  purpose.  Sailing-master  Per- 
eeival  went  on  board,  and  concealed  30  men  in 
the  hold,  he  tied  a  calf,  a  sheep,  and  a  goose  oa 
deck,  a!id,  thus  prepared,  he  stood  out  of  Mus- 
quito  Cove  ;  three  men  appeared  on  deck.  The 
Eagle,  on  perceiving  the  smack,  immediately 
g.ive  chase,  and  after  coming  up  with  her,  and 
finding  she  had  live  stock  on  deck,  ordered  her 
to  go  down  to  the  commodore,  then  about  five 
miles  distant.  The  helmsman  of  the  smack  an- 
swered "  aye,  aye,  sir,"  and  apparently  put  up 
the  helm  for  that  purpose,  which  brought  him 
along  side  the  Eagle,  not  more  than  three  ^ards 
distant.  The  watch-word,  Lawrence,  was  then 
given,  when  the  armed  men  rushed  on  deck, 
from  their  hiding  places,  and  poured  into  her  a 
volley  of  musketry,  which  struck  her  crew  with 
dismay,  and  drove  them  down  so  precipitately 
into  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  that  they  had  not 
time  to  strike  their  colours.  S3eeing  the  enemy's 
deck  cleai ,  Sailing-master  Perceival,  who  com- 
manded the  expedition,  ordered  his  men  to  cease 
firing — upon  which  one  of  tlie  enemy  came  out 
of  the  hold  and  struck  the  colours  of  the  Eagl^ 
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8he  had  on  board  a  32  pound  brass  howitzer, 
loaded  with  eannister  shot ;  but  so  sudden  was 
the  surprise,  they  had  not  time  to  discharge  it. 
The  crew  of  the  Eagle  consisted  of  H.  Morris, 
master'^  mate  of  the  Poietiers.  W.  Price,  mid- 
shijiinan,  and  11  seamen  and  marines.  Mr.  Mor- 
ris vvcis  kiik'd,  Mr.  Price  mor(aliy  wounded,  and 
one  marine  killed  and  one  woun<led.  'J'he  Eagle, 
with  the  pri'^oners,  arrived  off  the  Battery  in  the 
afternoon,  and  landed  the  prisoners  at  Whitehall, 
amidst  the  shouts  and  plaudits  of  thousands  of 
spectators,  assembled  on  the  Battery,  celebrat- 
ing the  anniversary  of  our  Independence. 

A  detachment  from  the  gun  boat  flotilla  near 
Sandy  Hook,  most  gallantly  bat  off  about  100 
of  the  crew  of  the  Planlagenet,  which  drove 
ashore  and  boarded  the  schooner  Sparrow,  of 
Baltimore,  the  3d  November,  near  Long  Branch. 
The  cargo,  together  with  sails,  rigging,  &c.  were 
saved  ;  the  vessel  bilged. 

The  following  ^opy  of  a  letter  from  lieuten- 
ant Nicholson,  commanding  the  gun-boats  at 
Newport,  announced  the  capture  of  the  armed 
JBritish  sU)op  Dart,  on  the  4th  October. 

"Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the 
capture  of  the  British  armed  sloop  '*  Dart,  *  by  the 
xrvenue  cutter  of  tliis  place,  last  evenint^  She  ap- 
pear»"d  off  the  harbour  before  sun-set ;  the  captain  of 
the  cutter  offered  his  services  to  go  out ;  I  put  on 
board  three  sailing-masters  and  about  20  men  ;  sh» 
immedi  t -ly  made  sail  and  laid  aboard  the  Dart,  and- 
carrit'd  her  by  boarding  ;  her  lirs<  officer  was  killed  ; 
2  of  our  own  men  were  wounded  slightly.  The  pri- 
soners I  send  for  your  disposal.  Very  respectfully^ 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  JOHN  NICHOLSON. 

«  Com.  John  Rodger s-^  U,  S, 
frigate  i' resident!'* 
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The  Brilish  Admiral  Warren  issued  a  procla- 
mation on  the  16th  Novemher,  deeiaring  Long- 
Island  Sound  in  a  state  of  rigorous  biockiide. 
This  was  an  extension  or  explanation  of  a  for- 
mer proclamation  of  the  2*th  September,  by 
which  the  ports  and  harbours  of  New  York, 
Charleston,  Port  Royal,  Savannah,  and  the  river 
Missisippi  were  declared  in  a  state  of  strict  ahd 
rigorous  blockade. 

A  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  governor  of 
Vermont  on  the  10th  of  November,  1813,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  call  home  from  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  United  States  a  portion  of  the  militia 
which  had  been  then  serving  in  tlje  state  of  New- 
York.  Brigadier  General  Davis  repaired  to  the 
army,  and  demanded  a  compliance  with  the  or- 
ders of  his  excellency  ;  but  obedience  was  re- 
fused, and  the  general  was  arrested. 

A  reply  to  the  proclamation  was  drawn  up  at 
Plattsburgh  the  15th  Novenjber,  i?nd  directed  to 
his  excellency,  signed  by  all  the  officers  of  the 
Vermont  militia  then  there.  The  reply  con- 
tained, among  other  ntatter,  the  following  de- 
cided and  unequivocal  expressions : 

"  We  consider  your  proclamation  as  a  gross  insult 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  service,  inasmuch  as  it 
implies  that  they  are  so  ignorant  of  their  rights  as  to 
believe  you  have  authority  to  command  them  in  their 
present  situation,  or  so  abandontd  as  to  follow  your 
insidious  advice.  We  cannot  regard  your  proclama- 
tion in  any  other  light,  than  as  an  unwarrantable 
str(  tch  of  executive  authority,  issued  from  the  worst 
of  motives,  to  effect  the  hascst  purposes.  It  is.  in* 
our  opinion,  a  renewed  instance  of  that  spirit  of  dis- 
organization and  anarchy  wiiich  is  carried  on  by  a  fac- 
tion, to  overwhelm  our  country  with  ruin  and  dis- 
grace     We  cannot  perceive  what  oiher  object  your 
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excellency  could  have  in  view  than  to  embarrass  the 
operations  of  the  army,^to  excite  mutiny  and  sedition 
among  the  soldiers,  and  lo  induce  them  to  desert,  that 
they  might  forfeit  the  wages  to  which  they  are  enti"* 
tied  for  their  patriotic   services.** 

A  most  positive  proof  of  that  actual  treason^ 
which  lurked  under  the  shade  of  an  ill-timed  op- 
position to  the  measures  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, was,  soon  afterward,  discovered,  near 
New- London,  as  will  be  best  explained  by  the 
following  communication  from  Com.  Decatur  to 
the  ^ecretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  at  New-Lon- 
don, Dfcemb  r  20th,  1813  : 

«  Some  few  nights  since,  the  weather  promised  an 
opportunity  for  this  squadron  to  get  to  sea,  and  it 
was  said  on  shore  that  we  intended  to  make  the  at- 
tempt. In  the  course  of  the  evening  two  blue  lights 
were  burnt  on  both  the  points  at  the  harbour's  mouth 
as  signals  to  the  enemy,  and  there  is  not  a  doubt,  but 
that  they  have  by  signals  and  otherwise,  instantaneous 
information  of  our  movements.  Great  but  unsuc- 
cessful exertions  have  been  made  to  detect  those  who 
communicate  with  the  enemy  by  signal.  The  editor 
of  the  New-London  Gazette,  to  alarm  them,  and  in 
hope  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  these  signals,  sta*^ 
ted  in  that  newspaper,  that  they  had  been  observed, 
and  ventured  to  denounce  those  who  had  made  them 
in  animated  and  i  idignant  terms.  The  consequence 
is,  that  he  has  incurred  the  express  censure  of  some 
of  his  neighbours.  Notwithstanding  these  signals 
have  been  repeated  and  have  been  seen  by  20  persons 
at  least  in  this  squadron,  there  are  men  in  New-Lorfi|||^ 
don  who  have  the  hardihood  to  affect  to  disbelieve 
it,  and  the  effrontery  to  avow  their  disbelief.** 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Congress,  Capt.  Smith,  ar- 
rived at  Portsmouth  in  December,  after  a  cruise 
of  nearly  eight  months.  During  her  cruise,  she 
got  sight  of  an  enemy's  line  ef  battle  ship,  with  a 
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frigate  in  company.  She  captured  and  destroy- 
ed one  ship  and  one  brig;  and  sent  another  cap- 
tured brig  as  a  cartel  to  the  West-Indies.  It  ^v ill 
be  recollected  that  the  Congress  sailed  from 
JVewport  in  April,  in  company  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  parted  company  the  Sth  31ay. 

Th»  hostile  attidude  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
battle  with  them  at  Tippacanoe,  previous  to  the 
war,  excited  alarm,  and  caused  an  enquiry  into 
its  cause.  A  committee  of  congress,  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  message,  which  related  to 
Iildian  affairs,  turned  their  particular  attention 
to  the  following  enquiries  : 

<*  1st.  AVlu  thcr  any,  and  what  agency  the 
subjects  of  the  IJritish  government  nia^  have 
had  in  exciting  the  Indians  on  the  western  fron- 
tier, to  hostilities  isgainst  the  XJniied  States. 

<•  2d.  The  evidence  of  such  hostility,  on  the 
part  of  the  Indian  tribes,  prior  to  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash. 

<*  3d.  The  orders  by  which  the  campaign  was 
authorised  and  carried  on." 

The  committee  reported,  that  "the  evidence 
before  them  was  as  conclusive  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  can  well  be  supposed  to  admit  of,  that 
the  supply  of  Indian  goods  furnished  at  J-'ort 
Maiden,  and  distributed  during  the  last  year  by 
the  British  agents  in  Upper  Canada,  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  were  more  abundant  than  usual  ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  extraordinary 
liberality,  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  an 
intention  to  attach  the  Indians  to  the  British 
cause,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  the  United 
States.'' 

«  Additional  presents,"  continued  the  commit- 
tee, *«  consisting  of  arms  and  ammunition,  given 
at  a  time  when  there  is  evidence  that  the  Britisb 
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wepe  apprized  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians,  accompanied  with  the  speeches  address- 
ed to  them,  exciting  disaffection,  ai'C  of  too  deci- 
sive a  character  to  leave  douht  on  tiie   siihjeet," 

The  part  which  the  Indians  took  in  the  war 
b<?t\veen  Gj'eat  Bi-itain  and  the  United  States, 
w  as  an  additional  and  strong  evidence  in  support 
of  the  agency,  wiiieh  the  British  government 
had  in  the  early  hostility  of  the  savages. 

Scarcely  was  the  Indian  war  ^^ith  the  north 
western  tribes  hrought  to  a  conclusicMi,  than  the 
toiiiahawk  was  raised  on  the  south-western  bor- 
der. 

_  The  southern  tribes  were  divided  into  parties; 
one  hostile,  the  other  friendly,  to  the  United 
States.  The  former  was  the  stroiger  party  ; 
the  latter  needed  protection,  and  were  so  bent  on 
hostility,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  enforce 
on  them  a  neutral  policy.  A  departure  from  the 
usual  forbt^arance  of  the  United  States'  govern-r 
ment,  to  accept  their  services,  was  unavoidable; 
and  the  proffered  services  of  friendly  Indians 
were  accepted. 

It  having  been  discovered  that  in  consequence 
of  an  order  from  a  British  general  in  Canada,  a 
large  quantity  of  munitions  of  war  were  distri- 
bnted  by  the  Spanish  governor  of  Pensacola, 
among  the  hostile  tribe  of  Indians,  Colonel  Col- 
lier, with  about  180  men,  marched,  with  a  view 
to  intercept  the  Indians,  on  their  return.  On 
the  27th  July,  1813,  on  the  eiist  side  of  Alaba- 
ma, and  waters  of  Escambia,  he  fell  in  with, 
and  gave  battle  to  the  Museogees.  The  fight 
was,  for  a  short  time,  well  maintained  on  both 
sides.  At  the  moment  when  victory  was  about 
to  declare  in  favour  of  Col.  Collier's  party,  a 
junior  officer,  without   aiitbority,  cried  out "  re* 
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treat !"  It  passed  through  the  whole  line,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  Col.  Collier,  it 
was  impossihle  to  rally  the  militia  :  the  enemj 
was  lelt  master  of  the  field.  Col.  Collier  lost 
2  men  killed,  and  10  woimded.  The  Indians 
acknovviedgtd  a  loss  of  six  killed,  and  several 
wounded.  A  considerable  part  of  the  presents 
brought  hj  the  Indians  from  Pensacola,  fell  into 
Col.  Collier's  hands. 

Fort  Minims,  on  Tensaw,  was  unexpectedly 
attacked  on  the  30th  August,  hy  a  large  force  of 
Indians.  The  front  gate  lay  open,  and  the 
Indians  were  rusking  through,  when  first  per- 
ceived hy  the  g^^rrison.  The  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Pilajor  Feasley,  were  quickly  formed, 
and  a  part  of  ih^iii  contested  a  passage  through 
the  gale  with  great  bravery  ;  the  action  soon 
became  general;  the  port-holes  were  taken  and 
re-taken  several  times.  A  block-house  was  de- 
fended by  Capt.  Jack  and  a  few  riflemen,  for  an 
hour  after  a  part  of  it  had  been  possessed  hy 
ihe  enemy.  A  galling  tire  was  kept  up  from 
the  houses,  until  the  enemy  gave  fire  to  the 
roofs.  The  place  was  no  longer  tenable.  A 
retreat  was  attempted,  under  direction  of  Capt. 
Bailey,  of  the  militia,  and  Ensign  Chambless^ 
of  the  rifle  company,  but  few  of  the  party  were 
able  to  affect  it.  Major  Beasley  fell  while  de- 
fending the  gate,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  which  continued  for  about  six  hours.— 
Ninety-two  men,  including  oflScers,  were  killed  ; 
and  many  respectable  citizens,  with  numerous 
families,  who  had  abandoned  their  farms  for  se- 
curity, were  also  killed  or  burned  in  the  houses, 
into  which  they  had  fled.  The  loss  of  the  ene- 
my could  not  be  ascertained,  but  must  havQ  been 
very  considerable. 
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Capt.  Kennedy,  who  was  sent,  after  the  re- 
treat of  the  Indians,  to  bury  the  dead,  made  a 
report  to  Gen.  Ciaibornc,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract : 

"  We  collected  and  consigned  to  the  earth  TWO 
HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SEVEN,  including 
men,  i»omen  and  children. 

"  The  adjacent  woods  were  strictly  searched  for 
our  countrymen,  and  in  that  pursuit  we  discovered 
at  least  one  hundred  slaughtered  Indians.  They 
were  covered  with  rails,  brush,  Sec.  We  could  not 
Be  mistaken  as  to  their  being  Indians,  as  they  were 
interred  with  their  war-dress  and  implements — and 
although  they  have  massacred  a  number  of  our  help- 
less women  and  children,  it  is,  beyond  doubt,  to 
them,  a  dear-bought  victory.'* 

The  massacre  at  Fort  Mimms,  was  followed 
by  several  other  cruel  murders  in  different 
places. 

The  general  government,  having  been  inform- 
ed of  these  transactions,  made  a  requisition  on 
the  states  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  for  detach- 
ments  of  militia,  to  be  sent  against  the  hostile 
Indians  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Tlie  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  a- 
dopied  a  resolution,  on  the  27th  September,  iii 
the  following  words  : 

<'  Resolved^  TlYat  the  governor  of  this  state  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  forthwith  to  give  immediate 
information  to  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  time  when,  and  the  place  at  which,  the  3,500 
men  will  be  prepared  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  accompanied  with  a  request  that  the 
said  troops  be  immediately  received  into  the  public 
service.*' 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  gave  authority  to 
the  governor,  to  call  out  suoh  portion  of  the  mi- 
litia, as  he  might  deem  necessary,  for  the  seen- 
K  2 
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rity  and  protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  ^ 
and  requiring  that  he  call  on  the  general  gov- 
eminent  for  subsistence  for  the  troops  that  might 
be  thus  called  out.  This  was,  in  effect,  putting 
them  at  the  disposal   of  the  general  government. 

The  militia  of  the  states  of  Georgia  and  Ten- 
nessee, with  the  nearest  regular  troops,  and 
other  corps  from  tlie  Missisippi  territory,  were 
marched  against  the  hostile  savages.  General 
Andrew  Jackson  commanded  the  entire. 

The  first  victory  (for  every  battle,  after  this 
period,  was  a  victory,)  is  thus  detailed  by  Gen, 
Jackson  : 

"  We  have  retaliated  for  the  destruction  of  Fort 
Mimms.  On  the  2d,  I  detached  Gen.  Coflfee  with  a 
part  of  his  brigade  of  cavalry  and  mounted  riflemen, 
to  destroy  Tallushatches,  where  a  considerable  force 
of  the  hostile  Creeks  were  concentrated.  The  gen- 
eral executed  this  in  style.  A  hundred  and  eighty*^ 
six  of  the  enemy  were  found  dead  on  the  field,  and 
about  BO*  taken  prisoners,  40  of  whom  have  been 
brought  here.  In  the  number  left,  there  is  a  suffi- 
cienry  but  slightly  wounded,  to  take  care  of  those 
who  are  badly. 

"  I  have  to  regret,  that  five  of  my  brave  fellows 
have  been  killed,  and  about  30  wounded  ;  some  bad* 
Hy,  but  none  I  hope  mortally. 

"  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost 
bravery  and  deliberation. 

**  Captains  Smith,  Bradley,  and  Winston,  are 
wounded,  all  slightly.     No  officer  is  killed.'* 

It  appears,  by  Gen.  Coffee's  statement,  dated 
Camp  at  Ten  islands  of  Coosa,  November  4th, 
tlia^  the  Indians  fought  with  a  bravery  that 
would  do  them  honour,  had  they  been  engaged  in 
a  just  cause,  with  an  obstinacy,  that  would 
yield  to  nothing  but  death,  and  with  a  contempt 
tvf  danger,  truly  characteristic  of  the  savage.— 
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The  detachment,  under  command  of  Geu.  Coffee, 
consisted  of  600,  cavalry  and  mounted  riflemen. 
Being  arrived  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
Tallushatches  town,  the  detachment  was  divided 
into  two  colunms,  the  right  composed  of  the 
cavalrj,  under  Col.  Allcorn ;  the  left  composed 
of  mounted  riflemen,  under  Col.  Cannon.  Gen. 
Coffee,  marched  with  the  riflemen  ;  Col.  Allcorn 
encircled  one  half  of  the  town,  while  Col.  Can- 
non completed  the  circle,  by  closing  on  the  side 
opposite  to  Col.  Allcorn.  When  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  town,  the  drums  of  the  enemy  beat, 
and  the  savage  yells  announced  that  the  enemy 
was  prepared  for  battle.  In  about  an  hour  af- 
ter sun-rise,  Capt.  Hammond,  and  Lieut.  Patter= 
son's  companies  went  within  the  circle,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  forth  the  enemy,  and  com- 
menced the  '  battle,  when  they  withdrew  before 
a  violent  charge  from  the  Indians,  until  they 
reached  Col.  Allcorn' s  column,  when  a  gene- 
ral fire  was  opened  on  the  savages,  who  retreat- 
ed, firing  until  they  got  around  and  into  theip 
buildings.  Here  they  fought  as  long  as  one 
existed.  No  quarter  was  sought,  and  none, 
from  all  appearance,  would  be  accepted.  The 
assault  by  the  troops  was  warm  and  courageous, 
rushing  up  to  the  doors  of  the  houses,  as  little 
intimidated  as  if  there  was  no  enemy  to  oppose 
them.  In  a  conflict  of  this  nature,  it  was  im- 
possible to  prrovide  against  the  destruction  of  a 
few  of  the  squaws  and  children.  The  number 
of  the  enemy  killed  must  have  exceeded  2<)0; 
186  of  whom  were  found;  84-  women  and  chil- 
dren were  taken  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  mi- 
litia consisted  of  5  privates  killed :  4  captains^ 
2  lieutenants,  2  cornets,  3  sergeants,  5  eorpe- 
rals,  1  artificer^  and  2*  privates,  wounded^ 
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On  llie  evening  of  the  7tb  November,  an  eir^- 
press  arrived  to  Gen.  Jackson,  with  information, 
that  the  hostile  Creeks  liad  encamped  in  great 
force  near  Lashley's  fort,  (Talladaga,)  with  th© 
apparent  intention  of  attacking  the  friendlv  In- 
dians. The  general  irnmcdiateiy  mar  lied  with 
about  2800  men,  against  the  enen;V,  and  en- 
camped tbat  night  within  six  miles  of  the  fort^ 
At  4*  o'clock,  on  the  moining  of  the  8th,  l»e  con- 
tinued his  march  toward  the  enemv.  who  was 
encamped  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  ihe  fort, 
to  relieve  which.  Gen.  Jackson  had  so  expedi- 
tiously moved.  At  sun-rise,  the  General  was 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  fort,  when  he  moved 
forwavd  in  order  of  battle.  The  plan  of  attack- 
was  similar  to  that  which  proved  so  successful 
on  the  .Sd  inst.  The  eneniy  was  to  be  enclosed 
in  a  circle.  The  advanced  guard  sent  forward 
to  bring  on  the  engagement,  succeeded  in  draw- 
ii-g  forward  the  savages  toward  the  main  body 
of  the  army.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Indians, 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  a  few  companies  of  the  militia  commenc- 
ed a  retreat ;  but  finding  their  place  quickly 
supplied  by  a  body  of  cavalry,  who  dismounted 
for  the  purpose,  the  militia  rallied,  when  a  gen- 
eral fire  from  the  front  Jine,  and  fiom  that  part 
of  the  wings  which  was  contiguous,  was  poured 
on  the  savages,  who,  unable  to  withstand  or  re- 
sist, retreated;  but  were  met  at  every  turn, 
and  repulsed  in  every  direction.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  retreat  of  the  militia,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action,  this  victory  would  probably 
have  been  as  complete  as  that  of  the  2d.  The 
victory,  however,  was  very  decisive;  290  of  the 
enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  field ;  many  more 
^vere  probably  killed,  who  were  not  found  5  and 
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many,  or  most  of  those  who  escaped,  must  have 
been  wounded.  Jackson  was  compeJIed  to  re- 
turn to  his  eamp  near  the  T<'n-islands,  having 
inarched  from  thence  without  baggage,  or  oth- 
er'necessaries  that  could  be  dispensed  with,  ot 
might  retard  his  march.  He  lost,  in  tlie  en* 
gagement,  17  killed,  and  86  wounded.  The  en- 
emy exceeded  1000  warriors.  A  stand  of  co- 
lours, bearing  the  Spanish  cross,  was  taken  from 
them. 

On  the  12th  November,  Gen.  White  was  de- 
tached from  Fort  Armstrong,  on  the  Coosa, 
with  about  1100  mounted  men,  (including  up- 
wards of  300  Cherokee  Indians,)  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  the  Hillabee  towns,  on  the  west 
aide  of  Tallapoosa  river.  On  the  17th,  about  1 
o'clock  at  night,  the  detachment  marched  with- 
in eight  miles  of  the  upper  town,  received  infor- 
mation from  one  of  their  spies,  a  half  breed  and 
son  of  a  Mr.  Grayson,  who  had  considerable 
property,  and  resided  in  that  place,  that  his  fam« 
ily  and  property  would  be  sacrificed  by  the  In- 
dians on  the  next  day,  if  Gen.  White  did  not  re- 
lieve him.  Gen.  "White,  with  alacrity,  dismount- 
ed three  hundred  of  his  troops,  with  part  of  the 
Indians,  and  marched  to  surprise  the  town  be- 
fore day-light.  Having  large  creeks  to  wade, 
and  the  van  having  to  tarry  some  time  fop  the 
rear,  which  had  fallen  behind  some  distance, 
the  town  was  not  reached  until  sun-rise  on  the 
18th,  when  the  town  was  completely  surround- 
ed, and  the  savage  enemy  received  the  first  fire 
without  the  least  notice  of  the  approach.  They 
fired  several  guns,  but  were  charged  home 
upon  them  with  loaded  muskets,  and  charge  of 
bayonets  ,•  and  in  10  or  15  minutes  they  held  up 
a  flag,  and  the  firing  eeased.     Ab  ladian  town 
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at  Little  Oakfuskee,  consisting  of  30  houses,  a 
town  called  Genalga,  consisting  of  93  bouses, 
were  burned  by  the  troops  in  their  march.  Tlie 
great  number,  if  not  the  wltole  of  the  hostile 
Creeks,  assembled  at  the  Hillabee  town,  con- 
sisting t)f  about  316,  were  either  killed  or  cap-, 
tured.  Sixty  warriors  were  killed  on  the  spot*. 
Gen.  White's  detachment  had  not  a  man  killed 
or  wounded. 

Gen.  Floyd,  with  950  of  the  Georgia  militia^ 
and  between  300  and  400  friendly  Indians,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  town  called  Autjossee,  on  the  south- 
ern bank  of  the  Talapoosee,  about  18  miles  from 
the  Hickory  Ground,  in  order  to  attack  a  large 
force  of  hostile  Indians,  reported  to  be  assem- 
bled at  that  place.  At  half  an  hour  after  six 
o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  November^, 
the  expedition  reached  the  front  of  the  town, 
and  the  men  were  formed  for  action.  At  this 
time,  when  the  army  was  about  to  execute  a 
pre-concerted  manoeuvre,  for  the  purpose  of 
surrounding  the  enemy,  a  sefK)nd  town  was  dis- 
covered about  500  yards  below  that  which  was 
first  discovered.  1  his  compelled  Gen.  Floyd  to 
adopt  a  new  manoeuvre,  by  dividing  and  dispos- 
ing his  force,  so  that  both  towns  might  be  at- 
tacked at  once.  This  disposition  being  made,, 
and  the  troops  having  advanced,  the  battle  com- 
menced, and  s(>on  became  general.  The  Indians 
fought  with  their  usual  obstinacy  and  despera- 
tion, but  were  soon  compelled,  by  the  superior 
force  of  artillery,  and  a  charge  of  bayonets,  to 
retreat,  and  take  refuge  in  the  out-houses  and 
copses  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  At  9  o'clock, 
the  enemy  was  completely  driven  from  the  plain, 
and  the  houses  wranped  in  flames.  The  militia 
bein^  60  miles  from  any  depot  of  provisions,  aad 
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hut  little  remaining,  it  was  judged  imprudent  to 
continue  in  the  heart  of  a  country,  suiTounded 
by  hosts  of  savages.  This  place  was,  therefore, 
abandoned,  and  tiie  troops  commenced  their 
iiiareh  to  Chafahoucuie. 

Auttossee  was  a  favourite  spot  with  the  Indians, 
and  it  is  coijectured,  that  the  force  assembled 
from  several  towns  for  its  defence,  must  have 
been  ver;^  considerable.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a 
precise  account  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy;  but 
from  the  number  which  were  lying  scattered 
over  the  field,  together  with  those  destroyed  in 
the  towns,  and  the  many  slain  on  the  bank  cf 
the  river,  which  respectable  officers  affirm  they 
saw  lying  in  heaps  at  the  water's  edge,  where 
they  had  been  precipitated  by  their  survivin.5 
friends,  their  loss  in  killed,  independent  of  their 
wounded,  must  have  been  at  least  200,  (among, 
whom  were  the  Auttossee  and  Tallassee  kings;) 
and  from  the  circumstances  of  their  making  no 
eifoi'ts  to  molest  the  troops,  probably  greater. 
The  number  of  buildings  burnt,  some  of  a  supe- 
rior order,  for  the  dwellings  of  savages,  and  fill- 
ed  with  valuable  articles,  is  supposed  to  be  400. 

The  number  of  the  Americans  killed  and 
wounded,  as  furnished  by  the  hospital  surgeon, 
was — Total  killed,  11;  total  wounded,  54;  a- 
luang  whom  was  Gen.  Floyd,  badly. 

\  detacbment,  under  command  of  Gen.  Clai- 
borne, marched  from  Fort  Claiborne,  east  bank 
of  the  Alabama,  on  the  13th  of  December,  a- 
gninst  the  Indians  residing  on  the  Alabama, 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Cahaba,  After  a  march 
of  more  than  100  miles,  principally  through 
woods,  without  a  track  to  guide  them,  they 
came  in  sight  of  a  new  town,  lately  built  by  the 
indiaos^   on  a  ground  called    «  Holy/'      This 
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town  was  established  as  a  place  of  security  for 
the  inhabitants  of  several  villages ;  and  Ihree 
of  the  prophets  resided  in  it.  The  place  was 
then  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  un- 
der the  command  of  Wetherford,  a  bold  and 
sanguinary  chief,  who  was  one  of  those  who 
commanded  the  Indians  at  the  massacre  of  the 
garrison  and  inhabitants  at  Fort  Mimms.  About 
noon,  on  the  2Sd  December,  the  right  column 
of  the  army,  composed  of  12  month's  volunteers, 
commanded  by  Col.  Joseph  Carson,  came  in 
v«ew  of  the  town,  and  was  immediately  and  vig- 
o  ous  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who,  being  ap- 
prizi^l  of  the  ajipioach  of  the  troops,  bad  cho- 
iSeri  their  lield  of  action.  Before  the  other 
troops  or  frier:d-y  Indians  could  come  generally 
iuto  action,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  Hying 
in  all  directions.  Thirtv  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  and  many  wounded.  The  loss  to  the  ar- 
jny  was  one  killed,  and  six  wounded.  A  piusuit 
was  attempted,  biit  found  to  be  impracticable, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  The  town, 
consisting  of  tiOO  houses,  was  burned,  together 
with  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  and  immense 
property  of  various  kinds,  which  the  enemy 
could  not  carry  away.  The  next  d  »y  was  em- 
ployed in  destroying  a  town  consisting  of  sixty 
houses,  eight  miles  higher  up  the  river. 

Notwithstanding  these  repeated  defeats,  the 
savages  seemed  yet  bent  on  war.  Before  day, 
on  the  morning  of  the  27th  January,  a  very 
large  body  of  Indians  attacked  the  troops  at 
Camp- Defiance,  48  miles  west  of  Chata!;ouchie. 
The  onset  was  desperate,  and  the  surprise  as 
complete  as  possible.  In  20  minutes  after  fir- 
ing on  the  sen^inf^ls,  the  action  became  general, 
the  enemy  pressing  close  on  the  front*  right  and 
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left  flanks  of  the  army ;  but  the  savages  were 
repelled  at  every  point.  The  enemy  rushed 
nearly  to  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  gained  the 
rear  of  the  picket  guards,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Broad nax ;  but  the  latter  bravely  cut  their  way 
through  the  savages,  and  joined  the  army.  As 
soon  as  day  dawned,  and  objects  could  be  dis- 
tinguished, a  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  en- 
emy fled  before  the  bayonet.  The  signal  was 
given  for  the  charge  of  the  cavalry,  who  pur- 
sued and  sabred  15  of  the  enemy  ;  who  left  37 
dead  on  the  field.  From  the  eftusion  of  blood, 
and  the  number  of  head-dresses,  and  war-clubs, 
found  in  various  directions,  their  loss  must  have 
been  considerable.  The  loss  of  the  army,  on 
this  occasion,  was  17  killed,  and  132  wounded. 
Of  the  friendly  Indians,  five  were  killed,  and  ±5 
wounded. 

Gen.  Jackson  having  received  information  at 
his  head-quarters.  Fort  Strotber,  from  Capt. 
M^Alpin,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Armstrong, 
in  the  absence  of  Col.  Snodgrass,  that  14  or  15 
towns  of  the  enemy,  situated  on  the  waters  of 
the  Tallapoosee,  were  about  uniting  their  forces, 
and  attacking  the  fort,  which  was  then  in  a 
feeble  state  of  defence,  the  general  resolved  oq 
an  excursion  into  the  enemy's  country,  further 
than  had  been  hitherto  attempted.  He  accord^ 
ingly  commenced  his  march  on  the  15th  January, 
with  930  men,  exclusive  of  Indians.  On  the 
18th,  the  army  encamped  at  Talladega  fort, 
where  it  was  joined  by  about  200  friendly  Creek 
Indians,  and  65  Cherokees.  Here  the  general 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Snodgrass,  who 
had  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong,  informing  him^ 
that  an  attack  was  soon  to  be  made  on  that  fort? 
by  900  of  the  enemy.    It  was  farther  under- 
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slootl,  that  the  enemy  was  eollecting  in  a  bend 
of  the  Talfapoosee,  near  the  inouth  of  a  creek 
called  Emuekfau,  on  an  island  below  New-Yor- 
can. 

On  the  20th,  at  night,  the  army  encamped 
at  a  small  Hillabee  village,  about  l-i  miles  from 
Eriiu'jkfau.  On  the  21st,  the  army  marched  in 
a  direct  line  for  the  berid  of  the  Tallapoosee. — 
In  the  afternoon,  the  army  halted,  and  the  gen- 
eral determined  to  encamp  for  the  night,  that 
he  might  have  time  to  reconnoitre,  and  make 
dispositions  for  attack,  if  he  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  large  force,  which,  from  appear- 
ance, he  judged  to  be  the  case.  Having  chosen 
an  eligible  scite,  the  army  encamped  in  a  hollow 
square.  Spies  and  pickets  were  sent  out,  the 
sentinels  doubled,  and  the  necessary  arrarge- 
ments  were  made  to  resist  an  attack,  if  it  should 
he  attempted  during  the  night ;  or  to  make  one, 
if  the  enemy  could  be  found  at  day-light  the 
following  morning.  "SVhile  the  army  was  in 
this  state  of  readiness,'  the  enemy,  about  6  o*clock 
in  the  morning,  commenced  a  vigorous  attack 
on  the  left  flank,  which  was  as  vigorously  met. 
The  action  raged  for  half  an  hour  on  the  left 
flank,  and  on  the  left  of  the  rear  of  the   army. 

The  brave  Gen.  Coffee,  with  Col.  Sittler,  the 
adjutant- general,  and  Col.  Carroll,  the  inspector- 
gcncrai,  the  moment  the  tiring  commenced, 
mounted  their  horses  and  repaired  to  the  line, 
encouraging  and  animating  the  men  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty.  So  soon  as  it  became 
liglit  enough  to  pursue,  the  left  wing,  having 
sustained  the  heat  of  the  action,  and  being  some- 
what weakened,  was  reinforced  bv  Capt.  Fer- 
rill's  company  of  infantry,  and  was  ordered  and 
IM  on  to  the  charge  by  General  Coffee,  who  was 
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well  supported  by  Col.  Higgius,  and  the  inspec- 
tor-general, and  by  all  tlie  officers  and  privates 
who  composed  that  line.  The  enemy  was  com- 
pletely routed  at  every  point,  and  the  friendly 
Indians  joining  in  the  pursuit,  tlnjy  were  chased 
about  two  miles,  with  considerable  slaugiiter. 

Gen.  Coffee,  who  was  detached  with  4*00  nieri, 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  encampment,  return- 
ed, with  a  view  to  bring  np  the  artfllery,  which 
he  deemed  necessary  to  the  attack.  In  halt'  an 
hour  after  his  return,  a  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy  commenced  a  lire  on  a  party  of  men 
who  were  then  in  siearch  of  Indians.  -  Gen.  Cof- 
fee, with  only  5i  men,  a  part  of  200  who  Mere 
to  have  acted  M'ith  him,  commenced  an  attack 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy ;  200  friendly  In- 
dians were  ordered  at  the  same  time  to  attack 
the  enemy's  right.  At  this  moment  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  attack  of  the  enemy  was  but  a 
feint,  having  intended,  by  drawing  olF  the  gene- 
i^l's  attention  from  his  left,  to  attack  it  with 
success:  in  this  the  enemy  was  disappointed' 
The  whole  line  met  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
with  astonishing  intrepidity,  and  having  charg- 
ed, forced  the  savages  to  retreat  with  precipita- 
tion. They  vvere  pursued  to  a  considerable 
distance,  and  severely  galled  by  a  very  destruc- 
tive fire. 

During  this  transaction.  Gen.  Coffee  was  con- 
tending against  a  very  superior  force.  As  sooh 
as  possible  a  reinforcement  was  sent  to  his  aid, 
which  soon  decided  the  contest  in  that  quarter: 
the  enemy  was  charged,  routed,  and  pursued  for 
three  miles.  Nothing  now  remained  but  to  de- 
stroy an  empty  camp,  which  did  not  seem  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  dekiy  a  refrrn  to  Fort 
Strother,  which  was  commenced  on  the  follow- 
ing morning. 
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On  the  2ith,  as  the  men  were  crossing  the 
Knotachopoc  creek,  an  alarm  gun  announced 
the  advance  ct*  the  enemy.  Gen,  Jackson  ex- 
pected an  attack,  and  had  dispositions  made  to 
turn  it  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  enemy.  The 
light  and  left  columns  of  (Ik*  army  were  direct- 
ed to  turn  on  their  pivots,  reeross  the  creek 
above  and  helovv,  and  fall  on  the  enemy's  flanks 
and  rear.  The  manoeuvre,  if  executed,  would 
probably  prove  as  destructive  to  the  enemy  as 
any  thing  hitherto  attempted  ;  but.  at  the  mo- 
ment when  a  few  guns  were  fired,  the  right  and 
left  columns  of  the  rear  guard  gave  way ;  the 
greater  part  of  the  centre  colunm  followed  the 
disastrous  example,  leavirig  not  more  than  25 
men,  who  maintained  their  gronnd  as  long  as 
possible.  There  was  then  left  to  repulse  the 
enemy,  but  the  few  who  rr^nained  in  the  rear 
guard,  the  artillery  company,  and  Capt.  Russell's 
company  of  spies.  Amidst  a  most  galling  fire 
IVcra  the  enemy,  iLis  little  band,  not  one-tenth 
of  the  numbir  cpposed  to  it,  advanced  to  the 
attack.  The  art'lJery  and  a  lew  others  gained 
the  top  of  a  hill,  drawing  up  with  them  a  six- 
pounder,  when  they  poured  on  the  enemy  several 
discharges  of  grape,  then  charged,  repulsed,  and 
pursued  him  for  two  miles,  leaving  26  of  their 
warriors  dead  on  the  field.  The  loss  in  these 
several  engagements,  was  20  killed  and  75 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be 
exactly  ascertained;  189  of  their  warriors  were 
found  dead ;  this  undoubtedly  formed  but  a  part 
of  the  killed;  ihe  wounded  must  have  been  pro- 
portionably  numerous. 

All  the  effects  intended  by  this  excursion, 
seem  to  have  been  produced.  If  an  attack  was 
intended  against  Fort  Armstrong,  tbat  was  pre^ 
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rented^  a  diversion  was  made  in  favour  of  Gen. 
Flo^^d,  wlio  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  Talia- 
poosee  ;  the  number  of  the  enemy  was  lessened,, 
and  their  confidence  in  their  leaders  broken  in 
on;  the  enemy's  country  was  explored,  and  a 
roud  cut  through  an  important  part  of  it;  and» 
on  the  whole,  tended  to,  and  hastened  the  termi- 
nation of  Indian  hostilities,  as  much,  if  not  more,. 
Uian  any  previous  expedition. 

Hitherto  the  enemy  was  engaged  either  id 
the  open  field,  or  in  situations  where  he  had 
little  advantage  from  works  of  art,  and  not  much 
from  nature.  One  situation  remained  to  be  as- 
sailed,  where  a  skilful  display  of  art  rendered  a 
position,  naturally  strong,  so  seemingly  impreg- 
liable,  that  it  required  a  great  effort  of  courage 
to  approach  it,  a  consummate  skill  to  direct  the 
attack,  and  a  persevering,  undaunted  resolution^, 
to  prosecute.it  to  success,  ^ 

In  the  bend  of  the  Tall apoosee,  two  miles  be- 
yond where  Gen.  Jackson  engaged  the  Indians 
on  the  22d  January,  the  savages  had  fixed  on  a 
scite  for  erecting  a  fortification.  Nature  fur- 
nished few  places  more  eligible  for  defence,  and 
it  was  improved  by  art,  with  a  skill  not  discov- 
ered before  in  an  Indian  fortification..  The  bend 
resembles,  in  its  curvature,  a  horse  shoe.  Across 
the  neck  of  land,  which  leads  into  it  from  t^ie 
north,  a  breastwork  was  erected,  of  the  greatest 
compactness  and  strength,  from  5  to  8  feet 
high,  and  prepared  with  double  row^  of  port* 
holes,  very  artfully  arranged :  an  army  f-ould 
not  approach  it,  without  being  exposed  t'*  a 
double  and  cross  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  lay 
in  perfect  security  behind  it.  Gen.  Jackson  re- 
solved on  the  attack  of  this  important  and  dou- 
My  strong  position.  The  Indian  force  amount- 
s2 
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ed  to  about,  or  upwards  of  1000  warriors,  TiiC 
army  approached  this  formidable  position  on 
the  27th  March,  near  enough  to  prepare  for 
the  attack.  General  Coffee,  with  the  mounted 
men,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Indian  force, 
crossed  the  river  about  two  miles  below  the  en- 
campment, with  a  view  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
the  Indians ;  the  infantry  advanced  slowly  along 
the  point  of  lai.d  which  led  to  the  front  of  the 
breastwork ;  a  six  and  a  three  pound  cannon  were 
planted  on  an  eminence,  at  a  distance  of  150  to 
SOO  yards  from  it.  A  fire  from  rifles  was  di- 
rected against  the  enemy,  whenever  he  showed 
Ijimself  beyond  his  defenceSi  When  this  fire 
^as  kept  up  about  tw  o  hours,  a  party  crossedl 
over  in  canoes,  and  fired  a  few  of  the  buildings, 
and  then  advancing  boldly  up  to  the  breastwork, 
commenced  a  fire  on  the  enemy  behind  it.  This 
proving  insufficient  to  dislodge  him,  Gen.  Jack- 
son resolved  to  take  it  by  storm.  The  troops 
received  the  order  with  acclamation,  and  ad- 
vanced with  an  ardent  and  zealous  enthusiasm. 
^»  Having  maintained,*'  says  Gen.  Jackson,  in 
his  letter  to  Gov.  Blount,  «  for  a  few  minutes 
a  very  obstinate  contest,  muzzle  to  muzzle, 
through  the  port-holes,  in  which  many  of  the 
enemy's  balls  were  welded  to  the  bayonets  of 
our  muskets,  our  troops  succeeded  in  gaining 
possession  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  works. 
The  event  could  no  longer  be  doubtful.  The 
enemy,  although  many  of  (hem  fought  to  the  last 
•with  that  kind  of  bravery  which  desperation  in- 
spires, were  at  length  routed  and  cut  to  pieces* 
The  whole  margin  of  the  river  which  surround- 
ed the  peninsula,  was  strewed  with  the  slain." 
The  fighting  continued  with  some  severity  about 
ive  houis*    Five  hundred  and  fifty- seven  of  th§ 
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enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  peninsula,  and  a 
great  number  were  killed  in  attempting  to  cross 
the  river  ;  it  was  supposed  that  not  more  than 
20  escaped ;  250  women  and  children  were  takeu 
prisoners.  Gen.  Jackson's  loss  amounted  to  iS 
white  men  killed;  and  173  wounded  ;  23  friend- 
ly Indians  killed,  and  i7  wounded. 

This  battle  broke  down  the  spirits,  as  it  ma- 
terially reduced  the  remaining  strength  of  th« 
savages.  IVetherford  surrendered  himself  to 
Gen.  Jackson.  Six  or  seven  towns  followed  the 
example  of  this  chief.  M'Qjieen,  with  500  of 
bis  followers  retired  to  the  Escambia  river* 
Bear  Pensacola.  Peace  was  quickly  restored. 
The  militia  were  disbanded,  and  returned  to 
their  homes. 

Wetherford,  whose  unconditional  surrender 
has  been  just  mentioned,  had  been  the  most  ac- 
tive  and  sanguinary  of  all  the  Indian  chiefs.  He 
signalized  himself  in  several  actions:  ever  pre- 
sent where  danger  pressed,  he  was  the  constant 
advocate  of  murder  and  extermination.  In  a 
private  interview  with  Gen.  Jackson,  he  deliver- 
ed the  following  speech  :  ( 

"  I  fought  at  Fort  Mimms — I  fought  the  Geop- 
gian  army — 1'  did  you  all  the  injury  I  coujd — had  I 
keen  supported  as  1  was  promised,  I  would  have 
done  you  more.  But  my  warriors  are  all  killed — ^I 
can  nght  you  no  longer.  I  look  back  with  sorrow, 
that  I  have  brought  destruction  on  my  nation.  I 
am  now  in  your  power — do  with  me  as  you  please. 
I  am  a  soldier." 

The  barbarous  complexion  which  the  enemy 
gave  to  the  war,  was  not  confined  to  the  em- 
ployment of  Indians.  We  have  already  detailed 
barbarities  in  which  Indians^did  not  participate. 
Many  others  must  remain  untold  5  our  limits 
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vill  not  admit  a  full  detail  of  this  part  of  (lie 
subject.  Tiie  treatment  to  prisoners  of  ^\a^  was 
not  raerelj  unusual  ,*  it  was,  in  the  last  degree^ 
cruel,  unprecedented,  barbarous.  The  authen- 
ticati'd  proofs,  eoiigressional  records,  affidavits, 
&c.  are  shockingly  numerous. 

The  exercise,  by  Britain,  of  a  presumed  right 
to  command,  at  all  times,  tlie  services  of  native 
subjects,  gave  rise  to  one  of  the  causes  of  war^ 
to  wit,  tlie  impressment  of  seamen  out  of  neutral 
i3essels  on  the  high  seas,  I'his  principle,  it  was 
intended,  should  govern  the  enemy  in  conducting 
the  war. 

The  crew  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Nautilus,  which 
had  been  eaptured  in  the  early  part  of  the  war, 
arrived  at  Boston  in  a  cartel,  the  11th  Septem- 
ber, 1812,  except  six  men,  who  were  put  in 
irons  ;  and  were,  as  Lieut.  Crane  understood,  to 
be  tried  for  their  lives  as  British  subjeclSi  found 
in  arms  against  their  king.  Com.  Uodgers,  on 
learning  the  circumstance,  stopped  a  cartel 
which  had  got  under  way  for  Halifax,  and  took 
out  twelve  English  men  as  hostages  for  the  six 
Americans. 

On  the  11th  October,  six  of  the  crew  of  th^ 
private  armed  ship  Sarah  Ann,  which  was  cap- 
tured and  sent  to  Nassau,  were  taken  out  of 
jail,  and  sent  to  Jamaica,  to  be  there  tried  as 
British  subjects,  found  in  arms  against  their 
ldng<  It  appears,  that,  on  this  occasion,  the 
British  officer  fell  into  a  mistake^  similar  to 
those  which  had  been  so  commonly  committed 
before  the  declaration  of  war ;  four  of  the  pep- 
sons  thus  detained  were  natives  of  the  United 
States;  the  others  were  Irishmen  by  birth,  but 
had  been  naturalized  citizens  of  the  Ihiited 
States.     On  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Moon  (late.^ 
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commander  of  the  Sarah-Ann,)  at  Charleston, 
±2  Englishmen,  includiug  a  midshipman,  were 
put  in  close  confinement,  as  hostages  for  the  six 
men  taken  from  Capt.  Moon's  crew. 

By  a  letter  from  Geo.  S.  Wise,  pursuer  of  the 
United  States'  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war^  it  appears  that  after  the  capture 
of  that  vessel,  by  the.  British  ship  Foictiers,  13 
of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp  were  detained  by  Capt. 
Beresford,  as  British  subjects. 

That  the  enemy  intended  to  deny  to  others 
the  exercise  of  rights  in  manner  as  claimed  by 
himself,  is  evident,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  British  admi^al  Warren  having  refused  the 
liberation  of  Thomas  Dunn,  a  native  of  the  U. 
States,  because  the  said  Dunn,  had  been  married 
in  England,  and  had  been  eight  years  in  his  ma^ 
jesty's  service.  The  application  for  his  libera- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  agent  fop 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  at  Halifax,  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  father  of  said  Dunn, 
then  residing  at  Boston. 

Twenty-three  of  the  prisoners,  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  Queenstown,  were  sent  to  England,  to 
be  tried  as  British  subjects,  for  appearing  in 
arms  against  their  king.  The  United  States' 
government  ordered  23  British  soldiers  into 
close  confinement,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of 
those  so  taken  at  Queenstown.  In  retaliation, 
the  British  government  ordered  46  United  States* 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  into  close 
and  rigorous  confinement. 

The  system  of  retaliation,  after  this  circura- 
stanee,  bore  a  very  serious  aspect,  and  threaten- 
ed to  be  as  extensive  as  prisoners  on  either  side 
were  numerous. 

1'he  secretary  of  state  transmitted  to  congress 
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on  the  16(h  April,  ISl^,  a  very  important  report 
on  the  subject  matter  which  led  to  the  practice 
of  retaliation,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  the  Bri- 
tish government,  among  other  pretexts  for  not 
discharging  citizens  of  the  United  States  im- 
pressed into  their  service,  alledged,  that  they 
were  natives  of  Prussia,  Sweeden,  &e,  thus  evinc- 
ing, that  the  recovery  of  their  own  native  sub- 
jects, was  not  the  sole  motive  of  impressment. — > 
The  secretary  further  reported, 

"  That  all  the  nations  of  Europe  naturalize  foreign- 
ers : 

"  That  they  all  employ  in  their  service  the  sub- 
jects of  each  other,  and  frequently  against  their  na- 
tive countries,  even  when  not  regularly  naturalized  ; 

"  That  although  examples  may  be  found  of  the 
punishment  of  their  native  subjects  taken  in  arms 
against  them,  the  examples  are  few,  and  have  either 
been  marked  by  peculiar  circumstances  taken  them, 
out  of  the  controverted  principle,  or  have  proceeded 
fi'om  the  passions  or  policy  of  the  occasion.  Even 
in  prosecutions  and  couvictions  having  the  latter  ori- 
gin the  final  act  of  punishment  nas,  with  little  excep- 
tion, been  prevented  by  a  sense  of  equity  and  dread 
of  retaliation.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  no  in- 
stance can  be  found  in  which  the  alledged  purposes 
of  the  enemy  against  the  23  prisoners  in  question,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  which  belong  to  their  case, 
even  though  any  of  them  may  not  have  been  regular- 
ly naturalized,  are  countenanced  by  the  proceedings 
of  any  Europen  nation.'* 

A  publication,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  appeared  from  the  navy  department  of  the 
United  States  the  28th  July  1814,  and  was  un- 
derstood to  be  a  relinquishment  of  the  sj^tf^m  of 
retaliation,  on  the  part  of  England  and  of  the 
Uns'f^d  Slates;  the  23  \merican  soldiers,  M»nt 
to  England,  and  all  other  Americans  held  by  the 
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enemy  as  hostages,  having  been  restored  to  the 
state  of  ordinary  prisoners. 

*<  All  officers,  seamen  and  marines  cf  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  captured  by  the  troops  or  v;  ssels,  within  the 
command  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  prior  to  the  15th 
day  of  April  last,  have  been  duly  exchanged,  and  de- 
clared competent  to  serve  against  the  enemy.  They 
will  therefore  immediately  report  themselves  to  the 
commanding  naval  officer  of  the  station  on  which 
they  are -or  may  arrive." 

The  time,  when  thf  armies  must  be  in  winter 
quarters,  and  the  officers  less  t^ngaged  than  chey 
would  be  at  another  season,  was  chosen  for  the 
trial  of  Gen.  Hull.  A  general  cour^  martial  as- 
sembled for  that  purj'Ose  at  Albany^  the  5th 
January,  181*,  and  pioceeded  in  the  trial,  from 
time  to  time,  until  the  8th  March. 

Three  ch«irges  were  presented  against  him, 
to  wit,  treason  against  the  United  States  ;  cow^ 
ardice ;  and  neglect  of  duty  and  iino^cerUke 
cenduct — to  all  which,  he  pleaded  not  guiltii^ 

The  general,  having  protested  against  the 
eompeteney  of  the  court  to  try  the  first  charge, 
the  court  declined  making  any  formal  decision  on 
it ;  but  yet  gave  an  opinion  that  nothing  appear- 
ed to  them  w  hich  could  justify  the  charge. 

Tiie  court  acquitted  him  of  that  part  of  the 
third  specification  which  charges  him  with  hav- 
ing "  forbidden  the  American  artillery  to  fire  on 
the  enemy,  on  their  march  towards  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,"  and  found  him  guilty  of  the  first,  se- 
cond part  of  the  third,  and  the  fourth  speciica- 
tions. 

On  the  third  charge,  the  court  found  the  ac- 
cused guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  in  omitting  sea- 
sonably to  inspect,  train,  exercise,  and  order  the 
troops  under  his  command,  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
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done.  They  also  found  him  guilty  of  part  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  specifications,  and  the  ^hole  of 
the  sixth  and  seventh;  and  acquitted  him  of  the 
second  end  thirds  and  part  of  the  fourth  and  fifth 
specifications. 

The  court  sentenced  « the  said  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral William  Hull  to  he  shot  to  death,  two  thirds 
of  the  court  concurring  in  the  sentence ;  but,  in 
consideration  of  his  revolutionary  services,  and 
his  advanced  age,  recommended  him  to  the  mer- 
ey  of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  approved 
the  sentence,  remitted  the  execution,  and  order- 
ed the  name  of  Gen.  Hull  to  be  erased  from  the 
list  of  the  army. 

The  general,  in  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  appealed  to  their  decision  against 
the  verdict  and  sentence  of  the  court,  declaring 
himself  innocent,  notwithstanding  the  verdict, 
and  charging  the  government  with  persecution 
and  injustice  to  himself. 

A  circumstance  of  great  interest,  and  which 
might  have  a  great  effect  on  the  war  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  United  States,  occurred 
in  March,  181*.  On  the  31st  of  that  month,  the 
allied  armies  of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
headed  by  their  respective  sovereigns,  triumph- 
antly entered  the  French  capital,  overthrew  the 
Bonapartean  dynasty,  sent  its  chief  into  exile, 
and  replaced  Louis  XYIII.  on  the  throne  of  his 
aiicestors. 

fritherto  the  power  of  England  was  divided 
between  making  war  on  France  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  it  was  to  he  row  entirely 
turned  against  the  latter,  at  least  so  the  British 
editors  threatened.  Indeed  ^^merica  wot^V-^cer- 
tainly  be  punished,  overthrov/n,  re-subjugated,. 
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and  enslaved,  if  the  editor's  lead  could  be  form- 
ed into  balls,  instead  of  types,  and  these  pressed 
into  cannon,  instead  of  being  pressed  on  paper. 

The  new  situations  of  affairs  in  Europe,  cre- 
ated much  alarm,  but  no  despondency  in  Ameri-. 
ca.  The  citizens  saw  the  approach  of  a  terrible 
conflict,  but  they  resolved  to  meet  it.  The  le- 
gions, which  gained  the  character  of  "  invinci- 
ble," in  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France,  were  to  be 
vomited  on  the  shores  of  America;  the  thousand 
ships  of  Britain  were  to  blockade  the  coast;  Bri- 
tish tars,  without  number,  v/ere  to  cover  the 
lakes ;  and  these  myriads,  by  sea  and  by  land, 
were  to  be  directed,  by  iliose  commanders  who 
swept  the  European  navies  from  the  ocean,  and 
out-rivaled  the  best  generals  of  the  first  warrior 
in  the  world.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  exter- 
minating threats  and  gloomy  prospects,  Ameri- 
ca w  as  destined  to  preserve  her  independence  and 
honour;  and  to  gather  more  laurels  in  iSl4, 
than  she  did  in  any  former  year  of  this  war. 

In  accordance  with  the  views^  of  the  war  de- 
partment, and  a  design,  the  result  of  a  corres» 
pondence  between  the  Secretary  of  AVar  and 
Gen.  Wilkinson,  the  latter  entered  Canada,  oa 

*  General  Wilkinson's  words,  in  his  official  state- 
ment, were,  «  Pursuant  to  the  designs  communicated 
to  you  in  my  last,  and  to  accomplish  your  views." 
Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  general's 
letter,  the  following  comment  appeared  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer :  «  We  are  authorised  to  state, 
that  Gen.  Wilkinson's  late  movement  was  not  pur- 
suant to  the  views  of  the  war  department.  These 
-vieivs  (or  orders)  advised  him  to  seize  and  hold  a  giv- 
en pos'tCon  on  Lake  Champlaiii,  and  admonished  him 
against  an  incursion  into  Canada." 

T 
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the  morning  of  tlie  30th  March,  1814.  The 
issue  of  this  expedition  was  unfortunate,  although 
in  its  progress,  it  did  honour  to  the  Americans 
engaged.  The  enemy  claimed  a  victory,  only 
because  he  was  not  vanquished  ;  and  pretended 
to  gather  laurels,  while  circumstances  concurred 
to  render  it  nearly  impossible  to  attack  or  drive 
him  from  his  cowardly  strong-holds. 

General  Wilkinson,  at  the  head  of  his  division, 
marched  from  Champlain,  with  the  intention  of 
reducing  the  enemy's  fortress  at  the  river  La 
Cole.  About  11  o'clock,  he  fell  in  with  the  ene- 
my at  Odell  Town,  three  miles  from  La  Cole, 
and  six  from  St.  John's.  An  attack  was  com- 
menced by  the  enemy  on  the  advance  of  the  army 
under  Col.  Clark  and  Major  Forsyth.  Col. 
Bissel  came  up  with  spirit,  and  the  enemy  was 
forced  to  retire  with  loss.  General  Wilkinson 
took  part  in  this  action,  and  bravely  advan<jed 
into  tlie  most  dangerous  position,  declining  fre- 
quently the  advice  of  his  officers,  to  retire  from 
imminent  danger.  The  enemy  having  used  his 
©ongrevp  rockets,  without  producing  any  effect, 
retired  to  La  Cole,  whither  he  was  pursued.  At 
this  place  an  action  was  expected  ;  but  the  en- 
emy, whose  force,  when  increased  by  a  reinforce- 
ment from  IsIe-au-Noix,  amounted  to  at  least 
3,500  men,  mostly  regulars,  declined  meeting  the 
American  force,  although  much  inferior  in  num- 
bers and  means  of  warfare.  He  took  possession 
of  a  block-house  and  a  stone  mill,  the  wall  ol 
"which  was  so  thick,  that  it  could  not  be  battered 
except  by  the  heaviest  artillery.  An  1 8  pounder, 
which  was  brought  fi-om  Champlain,  could  not 
be  drawn  over  the  bad  roads,  and  was  left  be- 
hind ;  a  battery  of  lighter  guns  was  raised  within 
500  yards  of  the  miU;  but  no  breach  was  practi- 
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cable  by  it.  Several  sorties  Avere  made  by  tbe 
enemy,  but  lliev  were  resisted  with  bravery  and 
success.  Tlie  cannonade  was  continued  until  it 
was  fully  ascertained  that  no  breach  could  be 
made ;  and  that  the  enemy  would  not  come  to  an 
engagement,  when  the  Americans  withdrew  to 
Odell  Town,  awl  afterwards  to  Cliamplain. 

Captain  M<Pherson,  of  the  light  artillery, 
(military  secretary  to  Gen.  Wilkinson)  was,  at 
his  own  particular  request,  placed  in;  command 
of  the  guns  which  formed  the  battery  ;  he  Avas 
aided  by  Lieutenants  Larrabee  and  Sheldon. — • 
Captain  M*Pherson  soon  received  a  wound  under 
the  chin,  which  he  tied  up  with  his  handkerchief,, 
and  continued  at  his  piece  until  a  second  shot, 
which  broke  his  thigh,  brought  him  to  the 
earth.  Larribee  had  kept  his  station  until  shot 
through  the  lungs  ;  and  SheWon  kept  up  the  fire 
until  ^ordered  to  retire.  The  conduct  of  every 
individual  attached  to  the  American  command, 
was  marked  by  that  patriotism  and  prowess 
which  has  so  often  conquered  the  boasted  disci- 
pline, long  experience,  and  military  tactics  of  an 
♦•nemy,  who  dared  not  to  expose  his  "  invinci- 
bles"  to  the  disgrace  of  being  defeated  by  a  less 
numerous  force  of  Yankee  woodsmen. 

A  small  quantity  of  stores,  intanded  for  the 
use  of  the  army  and  fleet  at  Sackett's  Harbour, 
were  deposited  at  Fort  Oswego ;  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  at  the  Falls,  10  miles  in  the  rear 
of  the  fort.  The  enemy  prepared  an  expedition 
to  seize  both.  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell,  of  the  ar- 
tillery, arrived  at  Oswego  on  the  SOth  April, 
1814,  for  the  protection  of  that  place,  which  lie 
found  in  a  very  bad  state  of  defence.  Of  cannon^ 
there  were  but  5  guns,  .3  of  which  had  lost  their 
trunn-ions^    What  coujd  be  done  ia  the  w-aj  of 
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repair,  was  effected ;  new  platforms  were  laid, 
the  gun  carriages  put  in  order,  and  decayed  pick- 
ets re-placed.  At  day-light,  on  the  morning  of 
5th  May,  a  British  naval  force  of  4  ships,  3 
brigs,  and  a  number  of  gun  and  other  boats, 
were  discovered  at  about  7  miles  from  the  fort. 
The  force,  at  the  fort,  consisted  of  290  effectives. 
These  were  two  few  for  the  purpose  of  defence. 
It  became  necessary  to  disguise  this  weakness, 
and  to  keep  the  entire  in  one  place  :  for  tliis  pur- 
pose the  tents  were  pitched  on  one  side  of  the 
river,  and  the  men  were  all  ordered  to  the  others 
At  one  o'clock,  15  large  barges,  crowded  with 
men,  moved  toward  the  side  opposite  that  on 
which  the  tents  were  pitched,  and  where  there 
appeared  the  least  show  of  resistance.  These 
were  preceded  by  gun-boats,  to  cover  the  land- 
ing. As  soon  as  the  boats  got  within  the  range 
of  shot,  a  very  successful  fire  was  opened  from 
the  shore-battery,  which  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire twice,  when  they  stood  off,  and  returned  to 
their  ships.  Some  boats,  which  had  been  desert- 
ed, were  taken  up  by  the  militia  ;  one  of  the  boats 
was  60  feet  long,  and  could  accommodate  150 
men. 

At  day-break,  on  the  6th,  the  fleet  again  ap- 
proached the  fort.  The  Wolfe,  and  other  ves- 
sels, kept  up  a  fire  for  three  hours  against  the 
fort  and  batteries.  Col.  Mitchell,  finding  that 
the  enemy  had  landed  about  2000  men,  withdrew 
his  small  force  into  the  rear  of  the  fort;  and, 
with  two  companies,  (Romayne  and  Melvin's) 
met  their  advancing  columns,  while  the  other 
eompanies  engaged  the  flanks  of  the  enemy. — 
With  the  aid  of  Lieut.  Pierce,  of  the  navy  and 
some  seamen,  the  little  American  band  main- 
tained its  ground  for  half  an  honr.    Col,  Mitchell 
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tTien  marched  his  force,  but  not  precipitateJj^,  to 
the  falls,  destroj^'in.^  the  bridges  in  his  rear. — = 
The  enemy,  althouj^h  commanded  by  Gen.  Drura- 
jiiond  and  Com.  Yeo,  did  not  think  proper  to  pur- 
sue tlie  colonel.  They  burned  the  old  barracks, 
and  evacuated  the  fort  about  three  o^clock  in  th§ 
morning  of  the  7th. 

The  American  loss  amounted  to  6  killed,  SS 
^vounded,  and  25  missing — total  69.  Deserters 
from  the  enemy  stated  his  less  to  be  70  killed^ 
165  wounded,  drowned  and  missing — total  235« 
Kight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  some  stores,  worth 
about  100  dollars,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

On  no  occasion,  did  the  Americans  deserve 
better  of  their  country;  at  no  time  before,  did 
the  enemy  buy  victory  with  less  advantage  to 
himself,  or  at  a  dearer  price.  The  companies, 
under  command  of  Col*.  Mitchell,  consisted  of 
Boyle's,  Romayne's,  M'Intire's,  and  Pierce's, 
heavy  artillery,  and  a  few  seamen ;  in  all,  less 
than  300  men.  Twice  they  repulsed,  and  for 
nearly  two  days  maintained  a  contest  against 
seven  times  their  number,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  preserving  the  stores  at  the  falls,  the  loss  of 
which  would  materially  impede  the  operations 
of  the  army  and  navy.  The  enemy  carriv^d  off 
60  of  the  unarmed  inhabitants  of  the  village, 
who  were  stated  in  the  British  report,  as  so  ma- 
ny prisoners. 

On  the  30th  May,  Capt.  Woolsey,  of  the  navy, 
being  on  his  return  from  Oswego,  with  18  boats, 
carrying  a  number  of  canjion,  and  a  quantity  of 
rigging  for  the  new  vessels  at  Sackett's  Harbor, 
put  into  Sandy  Creek,  about  16  milos  fj'om  the 
Harbour.  Fearing  an  attack  from  tlie  enemy. 
Major  Apling  was  placed,  with  ■  .0  rifijmen,  and 
a  few  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  in  the  woods,  on 
T  2 
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each  side  of  the  creek ;  a  few  raw  militia  were 
sent  forward  to  make  a  show  of  resistance.  The 
phm  succeeded  ;  the  militia,  on  tlie  first  fire  from 
the  enemy,  retreated  in  apparent  confusion,  and 
were  pursued  until  the  entire  passed  therifleitien 
and  Indians,  who  were  in  amhush.  The  enemy 
was  attacked  in  rear,  while  a  hattery  of  4  field 
pieces  ojtened  on  him  in  front.  The  contest  was 
not  of  long  duration.  After  ten  minutes  fightings 
the  enemy  surrendered.  The  enemy  lost  2  post- 
j>>aptains,  4  lieutenants,  of  the  royal  navy,  prison- 
ers; 2  lieutenants  of  marines,  wounded  and  pri- 
soners ;.  1  midshipman,  and  13  sailors  and  ma- 
-nnes,  killed ;  28  sailors  and  marines  wounded, 
and  133  sailors  and  marines,  prisoners — total  183. 
2  gun-boats  and  5  barges  were  taken.  Only  one 
American  was  wounded. 

On  the  15th  May,  the  enemy  landed  several 
hundred  men  at  Pultneyville,  (which  is  on  the 
margin  of  Lake  Ontario,)  and  took  possession  of 
100  barrels  damaged  flour,  which  were  in  a  store 
4ilose  by  the  lake.  Gen.  Swift,  on  hearing  of  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  reached  Pultneyville  with 
about  130  volunteers  and  militia;  but,  deeming 
this  force  too  small  to  oppose  a  numerous  enemy, 
within  range  of  the  guns  of  his  fleet,  he  did  not 
tlispiite  the  possession  of  the  damaged  flour;  but 
finding  the  enemy  proceeding  to  other  depreda- 
tions, he  commenced  a  fire  on  him  from  an  adja- 
cent wood,  which  wounded  several  and  compelled 
him  to  re-embark,  when  a  connor.ade  commenced 
from  the  fleet  on  the  town,  without  doing  mate- 
rial injury.  A  large  quantity  of  flour  was  depo- 
sited about  a  mile  from  the  town,  which  the  en- 
emy chose  to  forego  the  plunder  of,  rather  than 
trust  himself  in  the  woods  with  Gen.  Swift  and 
liis  riflemeao 
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In  this  month.  Col.  Camphell,  (19th  infantry^ 
with  a  detachment  of  5  or  600  men,  and  soDie 
seamen  acting  as  artillerists,  crossed  from  Erie 
to  Long-Point.  About  50  British  dragoons  sta- 
tioned there  as  an  out-post  and  guard  to jpubiic 
stores,  made  their  escapt^.  The  mills  enlployed 
in  manufacturing  flour  for  the  enemy,  and  some 
houses  occupied  as  stores,  were  burned.  When 
the  party  returned,  without  losing  a  man. 

The  following  transaction  with  the  enemy's 
fleet  on  Lake  Champlain,  will  be  best  explained 
by  giving  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Major-General  Izard  commanding  the  flrst,  or 
division  of  the  right,  dated  at  his  headquarters, 
May  17. 

«  On  receiving  notice  of  the  enemy's  proceeding 
up  the  lake  on  the  13th  inst.  a  detachment  of  light 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Thornton,  of 
that  corps,  was  despatched  in  waggons  from  Burling- 
ton to  Vergennes,  where  they  manned  the  battery  at 
the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek.  At  day-break,  (on  the 
1 4th)  the  enemy  attacked  with  his  whole  force,  and 
after  a  severe  cannonade  of  two  hours  and  a  half, 
during  which  they  suffered  very  considerably,  they 
withdrew  to  repair  damages.  Yesterday  they  de- 
parted this  place,  having  some  of  their  vessels  in 
tow,  and  are  gone  to  their  own  ports.  Two  of  their 
galleys  are  said  to  be  missing.  No  damage  was 
done  on  our  side,  excepting  dismounting  one  gun  in 
the  battery,  by  which  two  men  were  slightly  wound- 
ed." 

The  Chesapeake  Bay  was  likely,  and  proved, 
to  continue  a  theatre  of  the  enemy's  depreda- 
tions. A  number  of  boats,  carrying  heavy  me- 
tal, were  constructed  in  March,  1814,  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  for  the  protection  of 
the  hay,  and  the  command  of  them  given  to  that 
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intrepid  officer.  Commodore  Barney.  This  fio- 
tilla  proved  a  .qreat  annoyance  to  tlie  enemy^ 
-was  an  object  of  his  constant  attention,  and  was 
finally  destroyed,  as  will  be  hereafter  particular- 
ly detailed. 

Tlie  enemy  had  a  skirmish  on  the  29th  May, 
with  the  Accomack  militia,  which  reHccted  the 
highest  honour  on  the  latter.  Between  0  and  7 
o'clock  in  <he  morning,  the  enemy  entered  the 
Pamgoteaque  creek.  They  were  at  first  most 
gallantly  met  by  2d  IJeut.  Underbill,  of  the  ar- 
tillery,  and  6  or  7  men,  who  stood  the  fire  of 
their  18  pounders,  grape,  musketry  and  Congreve 
3'ockets,  then  within  60  yards,  when  Lieut.  Un- 
derbill, finding  all  further  resistance  utterly 
useless,  and  not  having  a  sufficient  force  to  re- 
move the  artillery,  caused  it  to  be  spiked,  and 
retreated.  The  piece  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  who  also  destroyed  some  trifling  build- 
ings, which  had  been  occupied  as  barracks. — - 
Finding  no  resistance  from  the  point  which 
Lieut.  Underbill  had  occupied,  they  commenced 
their  landing,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  from  450. 
to  500  men,  200  of  whom  were  negroes,  all  well 
armed,  formed,  and  advancing  from  the  shore>^ 
the  negroes  in  front.  From  the  place  of  their 
landing,  they  marched  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  into  the  country,  where  they  were  met  by  » 
party  of  militia,  not  more  than  25  in  number, — 
This  little  band  stood  for"^  two  hours,  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy.  At  this  time  the  militia  be- 
gan to  collect,  which  the  enemy  perceiving,  re- 
treated to  his  ships,  and  thus  escaped  being  eithe? 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  During  their  stay  on 
land,  the  enemy  committed  several  petty  robbe* 
ries  and  shameful  excesses,  carrying  away  baeoG>,. 
goultry,  clothes,  &c* 
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Commodore  Barney  got  under  way  on  the  1st 
June,  with  his  flotilla,  in  the  Patuxent,  with  the 
intention  to  engage,  or  chase  away  the  enemy. 
On  approaching  them,  he  discovered  two  schoon- 
ers, one  a  full  rigged,  showing  nine  ports  on  a 
side.  When  off*  St.  Jerome's,  he  discovered  a 
large  ship  under  way,  and  that  she  had  despatch- 
ed a  number  of  boats  to  the  aid  of  the  schooners. 
The  wind  having  veered  so  as  to  prove  unfavour- 
able to  the  flotilla,  the  commodore  made  signal 
for  the  Patuxent,  and  was  followed  by  a  74,  three 
schooners,  and  seven  barges.  After  doubling 
round  Cedar-Point,  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  he 
found  that  gun-boat  No.  1S7,  was  so  far  astern, 
that  she  must  be  taken,  or  saved  by  an  engage- 
raeut.  The  commodore  brought  the  Scorpion 
and  gun-boat  No.  138,  to  anchor,  sent  men  on 
board  the  boat  137,  to  row  and  tow  her  in,  and 
signaled  his  other  vessels  to  return  and  join  him. 
The  Scorpion,  and  boat  138,  opened  a  fire  on  a 
large  schooner,  and  a  number  of  barges,  which 
had  got  ahead  of  the  boat  137.  The  commo- 
dore's barges,  at  this  time,  had  returned,  and, 
rowing  down  on  the  enemy,  gave  them  a  number 
of  shots,  and  then  returned  into  port  with  aH  the 
flotilla.  This  bold  exploit  did  great  honour  to 
Barney  and  his  crews. 

The  enemy  landed  at  Cedar-Point,  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  4bth  June,  and  carried  off  several  ne- 
gr')es,  and  considerable  stock  from  the  planta- 
tion of  Mr.  Sewal. 

The  enemy's  squadron,  being  reinforced  by  a 
razee  and  sloop  of  war,  the  commodore  moved 
Ids  flotilla  up  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Leonard's 
creek.  At  5,  P.  M.  the  8th  June,  he  perceived 
a  ship,  a  brig,  2  schooners  and  15  barges,  com- 
ii?g  up  the  Patuxent,  whereon  the  commodore 
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moved  bis  flotilla  about  two  miles  up  tbe  creek, 
and  there  moored  them  in  line  abreast,  across 
the  channel,  and  prepared  for  action.  At  8 
A.  M.  the  enemy's  barges  came  up  the  creek,  the 
ship,  &c.  were  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the 
c^eek ,'  a  rocket  barge  was  advanced  on  the  flo- 
tilla. At  this  time,  the  commodore  got  his  bar- 
ges (13  in  number)  under  way,  leaving  the  Scor- 
pion and  gun-boats  at  anchor,  and  rowed  down 
upon  the  enemy,  when  they  precipitately  sailed 
and  rowed  off,  with  all  their  means.  The  com- 
modore pursued  them,  until  near  their  shipping, 
when  his  barges  were  brought  back  to  their 
moorings.  In  the  afternoon  the  enemy  came  up 
the  creek  again,  threw  some  rockets,  and  were 
again  pursued,  and  driven  out  of  the  creek,  by 
the  flotilla. 

The  situation  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  his 
flotilla,  in  St.  Leonard's  creek,  was  really  un- 
pleasant and  critical.  He, was,  howcvrr,  reliev- 
ed, by  a  bold  and  successful  attack  on  the  enemy 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th  June. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ney's report,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  navy : 

"  Sir — This  morning,  at  4,  A.  M.  a  combined  at- 
tack of  the  artillery,  marine  corps  and  floiilla,  was 
made  upenthe  enemy's  two  frigates  at  the  m-^uth  of 
the  creek.  After  two  hour's  engagement,  they  got 
under  way  and  made  sail  down  the  river.  They  are 
now  warping  round  Point  Patience,  and  I  am  moving 
up  the  Patuxent  with  my  flotilla.  My  loss  is  acting 
midshipman  Asquith,  killed,  and  ten  others,  killed 
and  wounded.     With  respect,  &c. 

JOSHUA  BARNEY." 

In  June,  the  enemy  landed  about  400  ujen.  and 
burned  tlie  (obacto  uaieJ  ouscs  al  Lew  •••  3Iar. 
borough,  and  Magruder's  ferry,  and  also  Cole 
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warehouse.  It  is  impossible,  in  our  present 
limits,  to  detail  every  petty  and  wanton  act  of  aa 
unprincipled  and  mean  enemy ;  where  he  could 
remove  the  plundered  property,  he  removed  it; 
what  he  could  not  remove,  he  destroyed.  In 
Calvert,  near  Lower  Marlborough,  they  forced 
away  with  them  some  negroes,*  also  took  some 
cattle  and  poultry. 

A  person  who  repaired  to  the  scene  of  depre- 
dation, after  the  enemy  had  i(*tired,  wrote  to  his 
friend  in  Baltimore,  ♦<  It  would  have  distressed 
you  to  see  the  tobacco  at  Magruder*s,  burning, 
as  1  did,  this  evening.  Eleven  hundred  hogs- 
heads,  nearly  all  consumed,  and  about  jfoifr  hun- 
dred at  Lower  Marlborough,  where  they  took  a 
schooner  (Capt.  David's)  and  loaded  her." 

The  enemy  performed  one  exploit,  which,  if 
not  tarnished  by  the  barbarous  use  he  made  of 
conquest,  would  have  left  him  one  instance  of 
victory  «ot  petty. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  great  force  in  the 
Chesapeake,  about  the  middle  of  August,  1814. 
More  than  50  of  his  vessels  entered  the  Patux- 
ent,  and  landed  about  5000  troops  and  marines, 
chiefly  about  Benedict,  40  miles  southeast  of  the 
city  of  Washington.  The  force,  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  Gen.  Winder,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  this  district,  was  unfortunately 
inadequate  to  defend  the  city,  and  it  fell  into  the 
power  of  the  enemy.  The  entire  force  of  every 
description  which  could  be  collected  to  oppose 
the  enemy,  did  not  exceed  5000  men ;  these, 
however,  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose, had  they  all  acted  with  equal  firmness. 
Of  these  several  hundreds  arrived  after  the  bat- 
tle commenced,  and  many  after  the  retreat  had 
been  ordered.  The  force  actually  engaged,  was 
less  than  2000. 
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On  the  20th,  Col.  Munroe,  who  proceeded  the 
previous  day,  with  Col.  Thornton's  troop  of 
horse,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  landed  in  force.  Capts,  Caldwell 
and  Tilgbman,  with  their  commands  of  cavalry', 
were  sent  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  his  advance,  and  remove  such  sup- 
plies of  provisions  as  lay  in  his  routi.  On  the 
22d,  the  British  flankcis  approached  the  wood- 
Oyard,  12  miles  from  the  city,  where  Gen.  Winder, 
with  his  main  hody,  was  posted. — The  line  of 
battle  was  formed  by  the  American  troops,  but 
the  enemy  filed  oft'  to  the  left.  At  9  o'clock, 
Commodore  Barney  caused  his  flotilla  to  be  de- 
stroyed, and  he  proceeded  with  his  men  to  take 
post  in  front  of  the  enemy. 

On  tlA  evening  of  the  23d,  Gen.  AVinder's 
head-quarters  were  at  Battalfon  Fields,  within 
8  miles  of  the  city,  and  a  short  distance  from 
Bladensburg.  At  1  o'clock,  on  the  2dbth,  the 
army  was  posted  on  the  right  of  Bladensb^.irg, 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  village.  The 
artillery,  from  Baltimore,  supported  by  Major 
Pinckney's  rifle  battalion,  and  a  part  of  Captain 
Doughty's,  from  the  navy  yard,  were  in  advance, 
to  command  the  pass  of  the  bridge  at  Bladens- 
burg. Soon  after  1  o'clock,  the  enemy  appear- 
ed, advancing  toward  the  bridge  over  the  east- 
ern branch.  When  they  reached  the  bridge, 
which  they  did  in  solid  column,  the  artillery 
opened  a  warm  fire  on  them,  and  the  riflemen, 
and  a  regiment  of  militia,  were  soon  engaged. 
Before  2  o'clock,  the  enemy  advanced  so  close 
on  the  Baltimore  volunteers,  as  to  force  them 
to  retreat,  bringing  with  them  their  artillery 
and  arms,  except  one  piece,  which  was  lost  by 
Ihe  unruliness  of  the  horses.     The  retreat  was 
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not  the  effect  of  cowardice,  for  no  men  could 
behave  with  more  honour  to  themselves.  While 
the^  fought,  they  made  a  galling  impression  on 
the  enemy,  and  when  forced  to  yield  before 
numbers  vastly  superior,  they  would,  no  doubt, 
have  yet  sought  a  place  from  whit-h  to  triumph 
in  a  contest  so  handsomely  began,  lut  they  were 
not  properly  supported.  The  right  and  centre 
of  Stansbury's  brigade,  consisting  of  Lieutenan  . 
Colonel  Ragan  and  Shuler's  regiments,  gene- 
rally gave  way,  and  fled  in  disorder,  nor  could 
they  be  rallied,  with  the  exception  of  about  40 
men,  and  a  part  of  Captain  Shower's  company, 
both  of  wliom,  even  thus  deserted,  made  a  gal- 
lant but  ineffectual  stand.  Col.  Ragan,  in  his 
great  efforts  to  rally  his  men,  war  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  The  .^tii  BaiMmore  regi- 
ment, under  Lieut.  Col.  Sterrett,  being  the  left 
of  Gen.  Stansbury's  brigade,  still  stood  their 
ground,  and,  except  for  a  moment,  when  part  of 
them  recoiled  a  few  steps,  remained  firm  until 
ordered  to  retreat. 

The  reserve,  under  General  Smith,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  with  the  militia,  of  the 
city  and  Georgetown,  with  the  regulars,  and  some 
detachments  of  Maryland  militia,  flanked  on 
their  right  by  Cora.  Barney  and  his  men,  and 
Col.  Beal,  maintained  the  contest  with  great  ef- 
fect, until  overpowered  by  numbers.  Barney 
and  his  gallant  men  had  just  gained  the  ground 
from  a  station  near  the  navy  yard,  and  opened 
from  three  18  pounders,  a  fire,  which  fbr  the 
time  it  lasted,  and  considering  the  means,  was 
perhaps  the  most  destructive  and  active  that 
has  ever  been  experienced.  The  brave  Barney 
fell  severely  wounded,  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  His  men  fought,  under  his  orders,  uh- 
u 
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til  the  enemy  reached  nearly  to  tlie  muzzles  of 
the  guns ;  nor  did  they  retire  until  ordered  to  do 
so,  after  every  hope  of  victory  vanished.  The 
enemy  treated  the  Commodore  with  that  courte- 
sy and  attention,  >vhich  his  splendid  merit  could 
iwt  fail  to  inspire. 

The  hattle,  being  now  over,  after  continuing 
more  than  an  hour,  Gen.  Ross  Mho  commanded 
the  land  force,  and  Admiral  Cockburn,  ^vho  com- 
manded the  seamen  and  marines,  entered  the 
«ity  with  a  part  of  their  forces.  And  now  be- 
^n  a  scene,  which,  in  the  opinion  even  of  a  sa- 
Yage,  would  disgrace  the  characters  while  living, 
and,  after  death,  consign  to  eternal  infamy,  the 
liames  of  these  two  commanders.  Never  will 
barbarism  and  the  fate  of  Washington  he  coupled 
in  history,  without  being  accompanied  by  tlie 
names  of  Ross  and  Cockburn.  The  destruction 
of  private  property  would  be  in  character  with 
the  conduct  which  disgraced  the  British  arms  in 
ihe  Chesapeake  and  elsewhere.  The  triumph- 
ant entry  of  the  marauders  into  the  capital  of 
an  infant  republic,  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  proving  the  respect  in  which  they  held  the 
arts,  sciences,  and  literature.  «  They,"  to  use 
the  words  of  President  Madison's  proclama- 
tion, <^  wantonly  destroyed  the  public  edifices, 
having  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  ope- 
rations of  war,  nor  used  at  any  time  for  mili- 
tary annoyance;  some  of  these  edifices  being 
also  costly  monuments  of  taste  and  of  the  arts, 
and  others,  depositories  of  the  public  archieves, 
not  only  precious  to  the  nation,  as  the  memori- 
als of  its  origin,  and  its  early  transactions,  but 
interesting  to  all  nations,  as  contributions  to  ihe 
general  stock  of  historical  instruction  and  poli- 
tical science.''    With  the  public  buildings,   the 
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national  library  was  destroyed.  Cockburn  at- 
tended, in  person,  to  the  destruction  of  the  print- 
iw^  materials,  in  the  of!ice  of  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer. A  few  private  buiklings  were  burned. 
The  navy-yard,  with  alt  its  shipping  and  stores, 
including  a  new  frigate  and  sloop  of  war,  were 
destroyed,  previous  to  its  occupation  by  the  ene- 
my. The  British  army  retired  in  the  night  of 
the  25lh,  in  prudent  hurry,  and  with  studied  si- 
lence, leaving  several  of  their  wounded  behind, 
and  some  of  their  dead  unburied.  The  Ameri- 
can loss  was  stated  by  General  Winder,  to  be  be- 
tween 30  and  40  killed,  from  50  to  GO  wounded, 
and  about  120  taken  prisoners.  *•  From  the  best 
intelligence,"  says  the  general,  <•  there  remains 
but  little  doubt,  that  the  enemy  lost,  at  least, 
400  killed  and  wounded,  and  of  these,  a  very  un- 
usual portion  killed.'' 

Fort  Warburton  having  been  deserted  by  the 
U.  S.  troops,  commanded  by  Captain  Dyxon, 
and  consequently  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  the 
latter  advanced  towards  Alexandria,  the  civii 
authority  of  which,  submitted  to  the  most  dis- 
graceful terms  of  capitulation,  by  which  the  city 
was  given  up  to  plunder.  The  enemy  carried  off 
14  vessels,  laden  with  flour,  tobacco,  cotton, 
groceries,  and  a  variety  of  goods,  taken  from 
the  private  stores. 

A  series  of  the  most  daring  exertions  were 
made  by  Commodores  Rodgers,  Porter  and  Per- 
ry, with  their  seamen,  and  some  of  the  Virginia 
militia,  to  prevent  the  escape  oF  the  enemy  with 
his  booty,  but  he  got  off,  with  some  loss,  taking 
the  plunder  with  him.  Terms,  similar  to  those 
accepted  by  Alexandria,  were  offered  to  George- 
town, which  the  latter  indignantly  rejected?  and 
escaped  being  plundered. 
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The  enemy  altempteii  to  justify  his  predatory 
warfare  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  elsewhere,  hy 
professing,  that  he  acted  in  retaliation  of  esces-' 
ses,  said  hy  him,  to  have  been  committed  by 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  in  Canada. — 
l^othing,  however,  could  be  farther  from  truth. 
The  conduct  of  the  republican  armies  could,  by 
no  fair  construction,  justify  the  barbarities  of 
Ihe  enemy,  and  it  Avas  well  known,  that  the  rob- 
beries and  destruction  of  private  property  and 
buildings,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  its  trihutary  streams,  had,  io 
many  instances,  preceded  those  said  to  have  been 
committed  by  the  Americans. 

The  enemy,  probably  emboldened  by  his  suc- 
cess at  Washington,  projected  a  descent  on,  and 
of  course,  the  plundering  and  burning  the  city 
of  Baltimore.  The  movements  of  the  enemy 
having  led  to  a  suspicion  of  his  design.  General 
Samuel  Smith,  the  revolutionary  hero  and  de- 
fender of  Mud-fort,  made  some  early  disposi- 
tions to  repel  an  invasion,  if  such  should  be  at- 
tempted. 

Gen.  Striker  was  detached,  on  the  evening  of 
the  11th  September,  with  a  portion  of  his  bri- 
gade, on  the  North-point-road.  Major  Bandal, 
of  the  Baltimore  county  militia,  having  under 
his  command,  a  liglit  corps  of  riflemen,  and  mus- 
Ivctry,  taken  from  General  Stansbury's  brigade, 
and  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was  detached 
to  the  mouth  of  Bear- creek,  with  orders  to  co- 
operate with  Gen.  Striker,  and  to  check  any 
landing  which  the  enemy  might  attempt  in  that 
quarter. 

On  Mondaj%  the  :J!2th,  the  enemy  landed  be- 
tween 8000  and  9000  men,  at  North-point,  14^ 
miles  from  Baltimore,  the  land  force  under  com» 
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mand  of  Gen.  Ross,  the  seamen  under  Admiral 
Cockburn.  Gen.  Striker  had,  that  morningv. 
taken  a  good  position  at  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  leading  from  Baltimore  to  the  North- 
point,  having  his  right  flanked  bj  the  Bear-creek, 
and  his  left  by  a  marsh.  Here  he  waited  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  having  sent  on  an  ad- 
vance corps,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  HeatTi, 
of  the  5th  regiment.  "  This  advance,"  says 
Gen.  Smith,  in  his  report,  "  met  the  enemy,,  and- 
after  some  skirmishing,  it  returned  to  the  line* 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  being  at  a  short 
distance  in  the  rear  of  their  advance.  Between 
2  and  3  o'clock,  the  enemy's  whole  force  came 
up  and  commenced  the  battle,  by  some  dischar- 
ges of  rockets,  which  were  succeeded  by  the 
cannon  from  both  sides,  and  soon  after  the  ac~ 
tion  became  general  along  the  line.  Gen.  Strike 
er  gallantly  maintained  his  ground  against  a 
great  superiority  of  numbers,  during  the  space 
of  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes*  when  the  regi- 
ment on  his  left  (the  51st)  giving  way,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  retiring  to  the  ground  i» 
his  rear,  where  he  had  stationed  one  regiment 
as  a  reserve.  He  here  formed  his  brigade;  but 
the  enemy  not  thinking  it  advisable  to  pursue, 
he,  in  compliance  with  arrangements,  fell  back 
and  took  post  on  the  left  of  my  entrenchments, 
and  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  them." 

The  following  extracts,  from  Gen.  Smith's 
report,  will  best  explain  the  further  movements 
of  the  respective  armies. 

«  About  the  time  Gen.  Striker  had  taken  the 
ground  just  mentioned,  he  was  joined  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Winder,  who  had  been  stationed  on  the  west  side  of 
the  city,  but  was  now  ordered  to  march  with  Gen. 
Douglas's  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  and  the  U.  S. 
dragoons,  under  Capt.  Bird,  and  take  post  on  the  left 
u3 


23*  HISTORY   or   THE    WAR. 

of  General  Striker.  During  these  movements,  the 
brigades  of  Generals  SlRnsbury  and  Foreman,  the 
seamen  and  marines  under  Com.  Rodgers,  the  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  under  Cols.  Cobean  and  Find- 
ley,  the  Baltimore  artillery,  under  Col.  Harris,  and 
the  maritime  artillery,  under  Captain  Stiles,  man- 
ned the  trenches  and  the  batteries — all  prepared  to 
receive  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this  situation 
during  the  night. 

"  On   Tuesday,  the  enemy  appeared   in  front  of 
my  entrenchments,  at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on 
the  Philadelphia   road,  from    M'hence   he  had  a  full 
view  of  our  position.     He  manoeuvred  during  the 
morning  towards  our  left,  as  if  with  the   intention 
of  making  a  circuitous  march,  and  coming  down  on 
the  Harford  or  York  roads.     Generals  Winder  and 
Striker  were  ordered  to  adapt  their  movements  to 
those  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  baffle  tijis  supposed  in- 
tention.    They  executed  this  order  with  great  skill; 
and  judgment,  by  taking  an  advantageous  position, 
stretching  from  my  left  across  the  country,  when  the 
enemy  was  likely  to  approach  the  quarter  he    seem- 
ed to    threaten.     This  movement  induced   the  en- 
emy to  concentrate  his  forces  (between  one  and  two 
o'clock,)  in  my  front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within 
a  mile  of  us,  diiving  in  our  videttes,   and  showing 
an  intention  of  attacking  us  that   evening.     I  imme- 
diately  drew  Gens.  Winder  and   Striker  nearer   to 
the  left  of  my  entrenchments,  and  to  the  right  of  the 
enemy,   with  the  intention  of  their  falling   on   his 
right  or  rear,  should  he  attack   me  ;  or  if  he   declin- 
ed it,  of  attacking  him   in  the  morning.      To  this 
movement,  and  to  the  strength  of  my  defence,  which 
the  enemy  had  the  fairest  opportunity   of  observing, 
1   am  induced  to  attribute  his  retreat,  which  was 
commenced  at  half  past  one  o'clock  on   Wednesday 
morning.     In  this  he  was  so  favoured  by  the  extreme 
darkness,  and  a  continued  rain,  that  we   did  not  dis« 
cover  it  until  day-light. 

"  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  brave  commander  of  Fort  M<  Henrj)  Maj, 
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Armistead,  and  to  the  operations  confined  to  that 
quarter.  The  enemy  made  his  approach  by  water 
at  the  same  time  that  his  army  was  advancing  on 
the  land,  and  commenced  a  discharge  of  bombs  and 
rockets  at  tlie  fort,  as  soon  he  got  within  range 
of  it.  The  situation  of  Major  Armistead  was  pecu- 
liarly trying— the  enemy,  having  taken  his  position 
such  a  distance,  as  to  render  offensive  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  fort  entirely  fruitless,  whilst  their 
bombs  and  rockets  were  every  moment  falling  in 
and  about  it — the  officers  and  men,  at  the  same  time 
entirely  exposed.  The  vessels,  however,  had  the 
temerity  to  approach  somewhat  nearer — they  were 
as  soon  compelled  to  withdraw.  During  the  night, 
whilst  the  enemy  on  land  was  retreating,  and  whilst 
the  bombardment  was  most  severe,  two  or  three 
rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeeded  in  getting  up 
the  Ferry  Branch,  but  they  were  soon  compelled  to 
retire,  by  the  forts  in  that  quarter,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Newcomb,  of  the  navy,  and  Lieut.  Webster,  of 
the  flotilla.  These  forts  also  destroyed  one  of  the 
barges,  with  all  on  board.  The  barges  and  battery 
at  the  Lazaretto,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Rutter, 
of  the  flotilla,  kept  up  a  brisk,  and  it  is  believed,  a 
successful  fire,  during  the  hottest  period  of  the 
bombardment." 

It  WAS  impossible  for  veteran,  or  the  most  ex- 
perienced troops,  to  act  with  more  firm  disci- 
pline, or  cool  courage,  thaa  the  citizens  of  Bal- 
timore, and  the  troops  engaged,  did  on  this  oc- 
casion, with  the  exception  already  mentioned. 
A  pursuit  of  the  enemy  was  attempted,  without, 
however,  doing  him  much  injury.  The  troops 
were  so  exhausted,  with  three  days  and  nights 
fatigue,  that  they  eould  do  little  more  than  pick 
up  a  few  stragglers.  A  line  of  defences  thrown 
up  by  the  Americans  from  Back  River  to  Hum« 
phries'  Creek,  on  the  Patapsco,  were  used  by  th« 
eaemy  to  protect  }iis  embarkation. 
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A«  a  measure  necessary  to  the  taking  of  Bal- 
timoie.  Admiral  Cockbuni  sent,  Avhat  he  relied 
on  as  a  competent  force  to  take  Fort  M*Henry^ 
situated  on  a  point  of  land  about  two  miles  from 
the  city.  The  enemy's  vessels  were  ranged  on 
the  12th,  at  a  respeclahle  distance,  in  front  of 
the  works.  At  an  early  hour,  on  the  12th,  six 
bomb,  and  some  rocket  vessels,  commenced  the 
attack,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to  have  little 
effect.  A  vast  many  very  heavy  bombs  and 
rockets  were  thrown  from  the  shipping,  and  an- 
swered pro  forma  from  the  fort,  the  Lazaretto, 
battery,  and  barges.  This  noisy  ^jZay  lasted  un- 
til near  3  P.  M.  when  the  enemy  dropped  nearer 
the  battery.  The  firing  now  became  more  fre- 
quent, and  soon  became  tremendous  ;  but  the  en- 
emy finding  that  the  men  in  the  fort  could  hit  as 
well  as  lire,  soon  slipped  their  cables,  and  drew 
off  to  their  former  distance,  from  which  they 
continued  the  bombardment. 

Favoured  by  a  dark  night,  one  or  two  of  the 
enemy's  bomb-vessels,  knd  several  barges,  with 
1200  chosen  men,  passed  the  fort  at  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Patapsco,  to  attack  the  town  in 
the  rear,  and  probably  with  a  view  to  effect  a 
landing.  From  their  new  station,  they  com- 
menced a  very  warm  throwing  of  bombs  and 
rockets,  but  were  repaid  with  such  rigour  and 
effect,  that  the  screams  of  their  wounded  could 
be  beared  in  the  midst  of  a,joar  of  arms,  that 
made  the  houses  in  the  city  shake,  for  nearly 
an  hour  and  a  half.  About  three  o'clock  the  en- 
emy retired,  much  crippled,  to  his  former  re- 
spectful distance,  when  he  again  commenced  the 
bombardment,  and  continued  it  until  day-light, 
when  he  finally  withdrew.    The  entire  duratieu 
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of  the  bombardment  was  little  short  of  24  hours. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy,  on  board  his  vessels,  can- 
not be  ascertained,  but  was  undoubtedly  great ; 
that  in  Fort  j\rHenry  was  astonishingly  small, 
consisting  of  4  killed,  and  about  20  wounded. — 
Major  Armistead  commanded  the  foi*t.  A  party 
of  Com.  Rodgers'  ci'cw  was  posted  at  Fort  Cov- 
ington ;  Barney's  flotilla  men  were  stationed  at 
the  city  battery. 

The  enemy's  retreat  was  attended  with  mor- 
tification and  disappointment.  Gen.  Ross,  the 
destroyer  of  Washington,  was  killed ;  and,  at 
least  SOO  men,  killed,  woundeil,  and  missing. — 
The  entire  American  loss  did  not  exceed  20  kill- 
ed, 90  wounded,  and  -^7  missing. 

The  enemy  was  at  Chaptico  in  October.  The 
following  particulars  of  the  excesses  committed 
at  that  place  appeared  in  the  Alexandria  Her- 
ald, signed  Robert  Wright. 

«  I  passed  through  Chaptico  shortly  after  the  ene- 
my lett  it,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  their  conduct 
would  have  disgraced  Cannibals ;  the  houses  were 
torn  to  pieces,  the  well  which  afforded  water  for 
the  inhabitants,  was  filled  up,  and,  what  is  still 
wors6,  the  church,  and  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  shar- 
ed equally  bad  or  worse  fate.  Will  you  believe  me, 
when  1  tell  you  that  the  sunken  graves  were  con- 
verted into  barbacue  holes  !  1 !  The  remaining  glass 
of  the  church  windows  broken,  the  communion  ta- 
ble used  as  a  dinner  table,  and  then  broken  to 
pieces  !  Bad  as  the  above  may  appear,  it  dwindles  in- 
to insignificance,  when  compared  with  what  follows  ; 
the  vault  was  entered,  and  the  remains  of  the  dead 
disturbed.  Yes,  my  friend,  the  winding  sheet  was 
torn  from  the  body  of  a  lady  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility, and  the  whole  contents  of  the  vault  entire- 
ly deranged  1 1 1" 
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Soon  after  leaving  Chaptieo,  the  enemy  visit- 
ed  St.  Inigoes,  in  St.  Mary's  county,  Maryland. 
This  was  the  habitation  of  a  missionary,  and 
the  scite  of  a  Roman  Catliolie  church.  Nothing 
could  be  expected  but  the  furniture  of  the  priest, 
and  plate  of  the  church.  Both  were  taken, 
feather-beds,  sheets,  blankets,  curtains,  spoons, 
knives,  forks,  &c.  were  taken  away  cr  destroy- 
ed ;  the  sacred  vestments  were  thrown  about, 
the  vessels,  consecrated  to  the  service  of  God, 
prophaned,  the  altar  stript  naked,  the  taber- 
nacle carried  off,  and  the  blessed  sacrament 
borne  away  in  the  hands  of  those  sacrilegious 
wretches.  Some  few  articles  were  restored  at 
the  instance  of  the  British  officer,  who  would 
probably  wish  to  see  the  entire  restored,  but 
he  could  not  command  them ;  <*  they  are,"  said 
he,  "  a  set  of  ruffians.-'  Some  other  articles, 
belonging  to  the  church,  were  restored  in  a  few 
days  afterwards. 

The  following  circumstance  proves  how  dear- 
ly the  enemy  gains  a  victory,  when  opposed  by  a 
force,  however  small. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  November,  Capt. 
Gordon,  naval  commander  at  Norfolk  despatch- 
ed 2  tenders,  and  4  boats,  off  Black  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  several  craft,  then  lying  ift 
that  river,  and  bound  to  Norfolk.  The  vessels 
were,  unfortunately,  separated  during  the  night  f 
the  boats,  owing  to  a  rough  sea,  returned  to  Nor- 
folk. The  two  tenders,  Franklin  and  Despatehy 
were  separated  from  each  other. 

The  commander  of  the  Despatch,  finding,  in 
the  morning,  that  he  had  drifted  in  a  calm, 
near  the  enemy's  ships  in  Lynnhaven,  and  that 
they  were  manning  their  boats,  to  attack  him, 
made  signal  to  the  Franklin,  and  tile  boats  Iv- 
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iiig  under  Old  Point.  The  boats  joined  the 
Despatch;  and  the  enemy's  boats,  after  ex- 
changing a  few  shots,  and  a  breeze  having 
sprung  up,  gave  over  the  chase,  and  directed 
their  attention  to  the  Franklin,  that  lay  nearly 
becalmed  up  the  bay.  The  enemy  came  up 
with  the  Franklin,  about  10,  A.  M.  when  the 
iiring  commenced.  During  one  hour  and  a  half, 
the  Franklin's  crew,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ham- 
mersiey,  master's  mate,  who  commanded ;  one 
midshipman,  (Mr.  Cook;)  two  master's  mates 
and  pilots,  and  31  men,  maintained  a  gallant  de- 
fence against  a  tender  and  1*  barges  and  boats 
of  the  enemy.  The  tender  and  two  heavy 
launches,  made  several  attempts  to  board,  but 
were  as  often  beaten  off.  At  length,  at  half 
past  11,  the  Franklin  was  carried,  being  board- 
ed at  the  same  moment  by  the  crews  of  5  heavy 
boats. 

The  peace  in  Europe  having  relieved  the 
ships  and  seamen  of  England  fiom  any  other 
engagement,  except  the  war  against  the  United 
States,  it  was  supposed,  that  an  American  ship 
would  not  dare  longer  to  venture  on  the  ocean, 
or  sail  on  the  lakes.  Every  American  port  was 
to  be  blockaded,  every  sea-port  town  to  be  burn- 
ed or  destroyed  ;  the  frames  of  frigates  were  to 
be  transported  from  England,  and  suddenly  put 
togetherj  and  launched  on  the  lakes.  The  vio- 
lent threats  were  heard,  the  expected  legions 
looked  for,  with  a  coolness,  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  which  evinced  courage ;  but  with  a 
preparation  that  e>inced  a  determination  to  de- 
fend their  homes,  their  families,  their  country, 
and  liberty. 

Two  armed  launches  and  four  barges  of  the 
enemy  carrying  about  220  men,  entered  Connec- 
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ticut  river,  in  the  evening  of  the  7  th  April,  arid 
arrived  at  Pettipaug- Point,  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  8th.  It  was  quite  a  surprise  on 
the  few  inhabitants,  who  had  no  means  of  resist- 
ance; They  immediately  landed  and  burned  all 
the  vessels  at  the  wharves,  and  on  the  stocks, 
except  a  brig,  a  schooner,  and  two  sloops,  which 
they  carried  down  the  river,  on  their  retiring, 
after  10  o'clock;  but  the  wind  shifting,  they 
burned  all  except  the  schooner,  and  not  being 
able  to  proceed,  they  came  to  anchor  a  sliorl: 
distance  below  Pettipaug,  where  they  lay  until 
night,  then  burned  the  schooner,  and  departed, 
Avithout  interruption,  or  any  attempt  to  annoy 
them,  except  that  a  few  guns  were  fired  on  them 
after  they  had  passed  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to 
which  they  returned  three  cheers,  and  passed  oft*. 

During  the  8th,  the  militia  collected  to  the 
number  of  about  1000,  with  six  field  pieces ;  an 
officer,  with  150  sailors  and  soldiers,  from  New- 
London,  had  also  arrived.  Gen.  AViliiams,  under 
authority  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  assumed 
the  command.  Nothing  seemed  more  easj  than 
to  capture  the  enemy,  yet  no  attempt  was  made 
to  do  so,  unless  a  summons  to  surrender  can  be 
_so  considered.  Much  censure  was  then  attribu- 
ted to  the  general  f«r  his  dilatory  conduct,  ana 
it  seems  not  to  have  been  hitherto  accounted  for. 
About  25  vessels  were  destroyed,  many  of  them 
large  and  valuable. 

Com.  Hardy,  of  the  Ramilies  74,  addressed  a 
letter  in  May,  to  the  British  agent  for  prisoners 
of  war  hi  Boston,  stating  that  he  had  arrived  in 
the  by,  with  an  adequate  force  to  carry  the 
blockade  into  effect,  and  requestrig  him  to  make 
it  known  to  the  neutral  consuls  and  agents  in 
that  town  and  state,  that  the  blockade  would  b« 
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rigorously  enforced,  agreeablj'  to  the  proclama- 
tion for  the  same. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commo- 
dore Lewis,  commandnig  the  United  States'  flo- 
tilla at  New-York,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
dated  May  29,  1814,  w  ill  show  that  the  Yankees 
determined  to  have  some  trade,  notwithstanding 
the  mighty  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  ocean. 

<<  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
19th  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  pursuit  of  a  brig  un- 
der American  colours,  standing  for  Sandy-Hook. — I 
ordered  a  detachment  of  1 1  gun-boats  to  proceed  to 
sea,  and  pass  between  the  chase  and  the  enemy,  by 
which  means  to  bring  him  to  action,  and  give  oppor- 
tunity to  the  chase  to  escape,  all  which  was  effected  ; 
the  enemy,  after  receiving  my  fire,  bore  away — and 
the  brig  in  question  entered  the  harbour,  proved  to  be 
the  brig  Regent  from  France,  with  a  very  valuable 
cargo.  And  on  Monday  the  23d,  I  engaged  the  ene- 
my before  New-London,  and  opened  a  passage  for 
40  sail  of  coasting  vessels  ;  the  action  lasted  three 
hours,  in  which  the  flotilla  suffered  very  little  ;  No. 
6  received  a  shot  under  water,  and  others  through 
the  sails — we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
suffered  very  great  injury,  as  he  appeared  unwilling 
to  renew  the  action  the  following  morning  ;  my  ob- 
ject was  accomplished,  which  was  to  force  a  passage 
for  the  convoy.  There  are  before  New-London  3 
seventy-four's,  4  frigates,  and  several  small  vessels, 
the  latter  doing  great  injury,  from  their  disguised 
character  and  superior  sailing.  I  have  the  honour  to 
assure  you  of  my  high  respect, 

J.  LEWIS. 

As  soon  as  the  engagement  ceased,  the  flotilla 
came  to  anchor  hefore  the  harbour  of  New-Lon- 
don, within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy,  with  a  view 
of  renewing  the  action  in  the  morning,  when  we 
found  that  the  enemy  had  collected  all  his  force, 
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in  number  seven  ships  and  several  small  vessels, 
in  consequence  of  which  great  accession  of  force, 
the  project  of  renewing  the  action  was  abandon- 
ed, and  signal  was  made  to  proceed  up  Sound, 
whither  the  enemy  pursued  as  far  s  Faulkner's 
Island. 

Capt.  Sawyer,  of  the  smack  Resolution,  from 
Stonington,  informed,  that,  in  the  gun-boat  bat- 
tle, one  shot  passed  through  the  mainsail  of  the 
Sylph,  and  another  cut  away  her  ensign ;  that 
one  shot  passed  through  the  bow  of  the  Maid- 
stone, one  through  her  foremast,  and  one  into 
her  hull ;  and  that  on  the  day  after  the  engage- 
ment, a  number  of  men  from  tliese  vessels  were 
buried  on  Fisher's  Island. 

A  British  squadron,  consisting  of  a  7i  gun 
ship,  several  frigates,  and  smalJer  vessels,  with 
numerous  launches,  spread  terror  along  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  and  succeeded  in  doing 
considerable  injury  to  coasting  vessels.  About 
200  men  landed,  on  the  13th  May,  at  Wareham, 
in  Massachusetts,  and  burned  12  or  13  vessels, 
valued  at  about  20,000  dollars.  They  also  set 
fire  to  a  stocking  factory,  which  was  extinguish- 
ed by  the  citizens,  before  much  injury  was  done. 

Capt.  Allen,  of  the  schooner  William  &  John, 
of  Sedgwick,  Maine,  was  bound  to  Boston  with 
a  cargo  of  lumber.  Capt.  A.  put  into  Dyers- 
creek,  on  the  20th  May,  but  finding  himself 
chased  by  the  barge  of  the  British  schooner 
Bream,  he  hailed  the  barge,  when  she  reached 
within  about  50  yards,  but  received  no  answer, 
Capt.  Allen  then  ordered  the  barge  to  <<  Jieep 
off  J'  The  captain,  discovering  the  men  in  the 
barge  about  to  fire  a  swivel  in  her  bow,  ordered 
his  men  to  fire,  and  take  good  aim.  Four  shots 
were  fired  in  succession,  and  the  captain  had  ta- 
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ken  his  aiai,  when  one  of  the  enemy  cried  out, 
•*  rU  give  up  to  ijou ;"  and  the  harge  was  in- 
stantly surrendered  to  Capt.  Allen.  Of  seven 
men,  who  w^re  in  the  harge,  two  were  killed, 
and  two  wounded. 

After  the  capture  of  the  harge,  the  British 
commodore  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Capt.  Allen, 
with  propositions,  which  were  rejected.  After, 
however,  the  exchange  of  four  flags,  it  was  a- 
greed,  that  in  consideration  of  Capt.  Allen's  giv- 
ing up  the  British  prisoners  on  parole,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Bream  was  to  give  Capt.  Allen 
S^O  in  cash,  return  two  American  prisoners  be- 
longing to  Goldsborough,  give  up  a  Chehacco 
boat,  with  the  property  on  hoard  of  her,  valued 
at  S700,  and  Capt.  Allen  to  retain  the  twelve 
oared  harge,  with  all  her  armament,  consisting 
of  one  swivel,  six  muskets,  five  cutlasses,  six  car- 
tridge-boxes, some  hlue  UgJits,  a  compass,  one 
trumpet,  and  a  quantity  of  canister  and  grape 
shot,  ail  of  which  Capt.  Allen  values  at  ^300. 

Soon  after  this  transaction,  a  boat  captured 
by  the  Bream  schooner,  was  sent  into  Mount- 
Desert,  with  seven  Englishmen  on  board,  to  cut 
out  a  vessel,  the  crew^  of  which,  on  their  ap- 
proach, fled  to  the  shore,  and  were  joined  by  sev- 
eral of  the  inhabitants,  armed — having  conceal- 
ed themselves  among  the  rocks  or  bushes,  they 
opened  a  fire  on  the  enemy, killed  three  of  them, 
wounded  two,  and  compelled  the  others  to  sur- 
render. 

The  enemy  entered  the  harbour  of  Sciluate. 
(Mass.)  in  June,  in  consequence,  as  he  stated,  of 
having  been  fired  at  from  a  signal  piece  of  can- 
non, near  the  light-house,  and  set  fire  to  sever^ 
\e»scjs. 
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Two  barges,  from  the  British  frigate  Nymph^ 
went  into  Sqiiam,  and  destroyed  the  schooner 
Diligence,  laden  with  lime.  The  crews  threat- 
cned,  that  if  the  captain  attempted  to  extinguish 
the  flames  of  the  Diligence,  they  would  destroy 
the  house  on  the  point,*  which  being  attempted, 
they  fired  a  twelve  pound  shot  through  it,  and 
returned  and  effected  the  destruction  cf  the 
schooner. 

On  the  1 1  tli  July,  Eastport  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  enemy,  in  the  name  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  and,  as  afterward  appeared,  was 
claimed  as  being  part  of  the  British  territory, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  The  British 
force  consisted  of  2000  men.  The  American 
garrison  of  59  men,  including  11  sick,  was  com- 
manded by  Major  Putnam.  The  inhabitants 
were  offered  the  alternative  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiai\ee  to  the  king.  nr.  in  'Jep^.vt  *Y!thic  SCYf  u 
uays.  A  j^reat  proportion,  perhaps  more  than 
two-thirds,  took  the  oath.  This  place  remained 
in  the  enemy's  possession  to  the  end  of  the  war ; 
and,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  treaty  of 
peace,  was  to  continue  in  possession  of  the  Bri- 
tish until  the  dispute  relative  to  territory  could 
be  settled  by  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Eastport  is  on  an  island,  called  Moose,  on  the 
west  side  of  Passamaquoddy-bay ;  the  island  is 
about  five  miles  long,  and  one  mile  broad,  con- 
taining about  1000  inhabitants. 

On  the  9th  August,  at  5  P.  M.  the  Ramilies 
7i,  Pactolus  38,  a  bomb-sliip,  and  a  heavy  brig, 
arrived  off  Stonington ;  and  a  flag  was  sent  on 
shore,  with  a  note,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy:  '" 


fcISTOR¥    OF  THE    WAR.  2**5^ 

<♦  To  the  Magistrates  of  Stonington. 
"  Gentlemen — One  hour  is  allowed  you,  from  the 
receipt  of  this  communication,  lor  the  removal  of  the 
unoffending  inhabitants. 

THOMAS  M.  HARDY/' 
Stonington  was  in  no  state  of  defence  adequate 
to  resist  the  enemy.  The  few  men  in  the  place 
hastened  to  collect  ammunition,  some  ran  t©  the 
battery,  which  consisted  of  two  18  pounders  and 
a  four  pounder,  with  a  slight  breast  work;  ex- 
presses were  sent  to  New-London  and  other  pla- 
ces. At  eight  o'clock,  the  attack  was  commene- 
ed,  by  a  discharge  of  shells,  from  the  bomb-ship, 
and  congreve  rockets  from  several  barges.  This 
fire  was  continued  until  midnight,  without  injur- 
ing a  single  building  or  inhabitant. 

During  the  night,  the  volunteers  and  militia 
had  assembled  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
were  disposed  of  in  the  manner  best  calculated 
to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land.  At 
dawn  of  day,  the  enemy  began  to  throw  rockets- 
from  vessels  which  had  taken  stations  on  the 
east  side  of  the  town,  out  of  range  of  the  batte- 
ry. An  18  and  a  four  pounded  were  drawn  to  a 
point  of  land  from  which  the  enemy  could  be 
reached,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  barges  were 
eompelled  to  move  off.  During  this  time,  the 
lirig  worked  up  and  came  to  anchor  within  less 
than  half  a  mile  of  the  battery.  The  ammuni- 
tion on  shore,  being  expended,  the  few  men,  who 
were  at  the  battery,  were  compelled  to  retire>. 
liaving  first  spiked  the  guns. 

For  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  enemy  continuedT- 
to  fire  on  the  town,  without  the  least  opposition 
being  attempted  or  practicable.  A  fresh  supply 
of  ammunition  being,  by  this  time  obtained,  the 
ment  of  the  lS  pounder  was  drilled,  when  a^ fire 
T  2 . 
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was  opened  on  the  enemy's  brig,  until  at  tliree 
o'clock,  she  slipped  her  cable,  and  haulded  off, 
being  evidently  much  injured  in  her  hull  and 
spars. 

Soon  after  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of 
miiitia  arrived,  and  Gen.  Isham  had  taken  the 
command, 

A  flag  was  sent  from  the  inhabitants  (without 
the  concurrence  of  Gen.  Isliam)  to  the  British 
officer,  informing  him  that  the  *<  unoffending  in- 
habitants" had  been  removed,  and  wishing  to 
know,  if  he  meant  to  complete  the  destruction  of 
the  town.  The  deputation  received  from  Capt. 
Hardy  a  written  reply,  that  the  bombardment 
should  cease,  in  case  the  inhabitants  would  en- 
gage that  no  torpedoes  shouhl  be  fitted  out  at  Sto- 
nington,  and  that  the  family  of  Mr.  Stewart,  late 
British  consul  at  New-London,  would  bo  sent  on 
board. 

These  terms  could  not  be  complied  with.— . 
The  proposal  respecting  torpedoes  was  consider- 
ed degrading,  nothing  of  the  kind  having  ever 
been  attempted  at  StOnington ;  the  second,  re- 
specting Mis.  Stewart  and  children,  was  referred 
to  the  proper  authority. 

The  enemy  continued  to  negotiate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  Mrs.  Stewart  on  board,  until  S 
o'  clock  on  the  11th,  when  the  bombardment  again 
commenced,  and  was  continued  until  night.  On 
Friday  morning,  the  attack  was  commenced  ami 
continued  with  great  warmth,  from  nearly  all 
the  enemy ^s  ships  and  launches,  until  near  noon^ 
when  it  eeascd ;  and,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M* 
the  enemy,  finding  that  a  great  force  were  as- 
sembled, for  the  protection  of  the  town,  finally 
withdrew ;  and,  on  Saturday  morning,  weighed 
afiehor>  and  proceeded  up  Fisher's  Sftund* 
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During  the  several  attacks,  not  a  man  was 
killed,  and  but  5  or  6  wounded.  Two  or  three 
houses  were  destroyed,  8  or  10  much  damaged, 
and  about  40  partiallj'  injured.  More  than  300 
shells  and  carcasses  were  thrown  into  the  vil- 
lage. 

The  additional  disposable  military  and  naval 
force,  which  the  peace  in  Europe  left  at  tlie 
command  of  the  enemy,  the  use  which  he  threat- 
ened to  make,  and  did  actually  commence,  or 
prepare  to  make  of  it,  produced  an  union  of  ac- 
tion and  sentiment  among  the  people  of  Ameri- 
ca, some  discontented  or  rather  traitorous  per- 
sons excepted,  and  these  so  comparatively  few, 
that  they  excited  but  a  sentiment  of  contempt, 
and  owed  their  personal  safety  to  their  utter  ina- 
bility to  do  material  injury.  The  citizens  of 
New- York,  the  first  commercial  city  in  the  union, 
gave  an  example  of  political  forbearance  toward 
each  other,  and  of  attachment  to  their  eouqtry, 
which  had  a  salutary  influence  on  every  other 
part  of  the  nation. 

At  a  general  meeting  held  in  the  Park  in  that 
city,  the  10th  August,  1814,  the  following,  to- 
gether with  several  other  patriotic  resolutions, 
were  unanimously  adopted : 

«  Resolvedf  that  the  citizens,  here  assembled,  will, 
to  the  last  extremity,  defead  their  city. 

"  Resolved^  that  we  will  unite  ourselves  in  arais 
with  our  brethren  of  the  country,  and,  on  the  first 
approach  of  the  enemy,  make  it  a  common  cause, 

«  Eesolvedj  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  citizens 
generally,  to  meet  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable 
with  convenience,  in  their  respective  wards  for  the 
purposes  of  electing  discreet  and  sufficient  commit- 
tees  to  promote  the  execution  of  the  following  ob- 
jects 1 
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«  3.  To  complete  the  voluntary  enrolmeot  of  per- 
sons, exempted  by  law  from  military  service. 

"  2.  To  encourage  the  enrolment  of  sea-faring  cit- 
izens, for  services,  in  the  harbour,   or  as  artillerists. 

"  3.  The  enrolment  of  citizens  for  voluntary  la- 
bour on  the  public  works. 

"  Resolved^  that  we  will  endeavour  to  promote 
concord  and  harmony,  and  will  discountenance  all 
attempts  to  weaken  the  patriotic  efforts  of  good  citi- 
zens." 

From  this  moment,  party  feuds  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  suspended;  newspaper  editors 
excluded  all  acrimonious  political  discussions; 
the  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the 
resolutions  of  the  general  meeting,  was  selected 
from  the  most  respectable  of  the  citizens,  with- 
out the  least  respect  to  the  political  party  to 
which  the  persons  selected,  belonged. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy  was  to  dismember  the 
union.  A  command  of  the  North  River  would 
tend  much  to  this  end.  The  possession  of  the 
city  of  New- York  was  a  desirable  object,  in 
wh^itever  point  it  might  be  viewed.  The  mea- 
sures  of  defence  and  precaution,  taken  at  New- 
York,  probably  prevented  the  intended  attack  on 
that  city;  the  subsequent  attempt  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  posts  near  Lake  Champlain,  leaves 
little  room  to  doubt  the  enemy^s  intention.  Had 
that  invasion  succeeded,  we  should  have  soon 
heard  of  an  invasion  on  the  sea-board,  cither  at 
New-York,  or  some  place  to  the  eastward  of  it,, 
and  an  attempt  to  form  a  junction  of  the  two  in- 
vading armies. 

For  several  months,  the  citizens  of  New-York 
supplied  more  than  1000  men  daily,  who  laboured- 
voluntarily  and  without  pay,  at  the  fortifications  f 
aad  several  t Lou  sands  from  the  adjacent  coim- 
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ties,  and  from  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  contri- 
buted their  aid,  until  a  line  of  fortifications  were 
raised  on  the  hei.i^hts  of  Brooklyn  and  Harljem, 
sufficient  to  oppose  any  probable  force  that  could 
be  employed  by  the  enemy. — It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  do  justice  to  the  zeal  that  animated  the 
citizens,  and  it  cannot  be  expected  to  copy,  or 
even  notice  the  many  editorial  observations  which 
appeared  in  the  public  prints;  zeal  overflowed, 
so  that  it  became  necessary  to  limit  the  offered 
services  to  a  certain  number  daily,  and  it  often 
happened,  that  services  could  not  be  received  un- 
til several  days  after  being  tendered.  The  fol- 
lowing, from  the  Richmond  Compiler,  is  given, 
because  its  shortness  does  not  actually  render  its 
insertion  incompatible  with  our  limits. 

"  To  a  patriotic  mind,  it  is  truly  exhilarating,  to 
read  the  New- York  papers,  and  see  the  generous, 
ardent  zeal  that  actuates  the  inhabitants  of  that  ereat 
emporium  of  American  commerce.  At  the  first 
signal  of  breaking  ground  for  the  defence  of  the 
city,  the  whole  population  seem  to  have  caught  the 
spark  of  patriotic  energy,  to  have  burst  the  shackles 
of  apathy,  and  set  to  the  continent  an  example  of  so- 
cial and  public  spirit,  which  we  trust  may  be  emulat- 
ed through  every  part  of  our  land.  By  wards  and 
sections  of  the  city,  by  tribes  and  cenlurics,  by  con- 
stituted bodies  and  private  companies,  by  trades,  by 
professions,  and  by  domestic  parties,  offers  of  person- 
al service  and  contributions  in  money,  have  been 
made  and  accepted  :  and  that  great  inart  of  commer- 
cial wealth  and  enterprize,  on  which  the  enemy  have 
so  long  kept  a  longing  eye,  is  already  inaccessible, 
invulnerable  ;  the  pride  and  glory,  and  palladium  of 
the  continent.  Who  would  not  be  a  citizen  of  New- 
York  ?" 

On  the  1st  September,  the  Rrltish  entered  the 
Penobscot  river,  with  about  iO  sail  of  vessels, 
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and  several  thousand  men,  and  took  possession  of 
Castine,  the  small  garrison  of  which  fled,  after 
blowing  up  the  fort.  They  next  sent  600  men 
to  Belfast,  which  submitted.  The  following  day 
they  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Hamden,  where 
the  Adams  frigate  lay.  Capt.  Morris  made  eve- 
ry possible  disposition  to  resist  the  enemy,  but. 
finding  his  limited  force  inadequate  to  that  end, 
he  spiked  his  guns,  burned  his  stores,  blew  up 
the  ship,  and,  with  his  crew,  escaped.  The  Bri- 
tish governor  immediately  announced,  that  the 
country,  lying  between  the  Penobscot  river  and 
Passamaquoddy  bay,  would  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  British  territory.  Measures  were 
also  taken  to  fortify  Castine,  and  establish  per- 
manent commercial  regulations.  It  was  estima- 
ted that  120  vessels  were  taken  in  the  Penob- 
scot. 

TYhile  the  enemy  was  coupling  i^Qity  conquest 
with  cowardice  and  cruelty,  along  the  sea-board, 
the  American  army  of  the  interior  was  plucking 
from  the  brows  of  imported  invincibles  the  lau- 
rels won  on  the  theatre  of  late  European  con- 
flicts. 

The  brave  General  Jacob  Brown,  Avho  had  in 
the  last  year  signalized  himself  by  the  defence 
of  Saekett's  Harbour,  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  on  the  i^iagara  frontier. 

On  the  2d  July,  General  Brown  made  disposi- 
tions for  an  intended  attack  on  the  British  Fort 
Erie  ;  and  issued  orders  to  the  troops  for  cross- 
ing the  river.  The  army  passed  the  Niagara 
river  on  the  morning  of  the  .3d.  The  enemy  was 
perfectly  unapprized  of  the  intended  attack  ; 
Gen.  Seott,  who  led  the  van,  was  on  shore  -1)6- 
fore  the  enemy's  picket  discovered  the  approach. 
The  fort  being  approached  on  the  right  and  left^ 
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and  the  Indians  in  the  woods,  in  the  rear,  Gen, 
Brown  summoned  the  garrison  to  &ui*render, 
which,  after  a  sliort  time  allowed  for  considera- 
tion, was  agreed  to.  At  six  o'clock  the  garri- 
son marched  and  stacked  their  arms  ;  170  regu- 
lars, including  seven  officers,  were  sent  across 
I  he  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  July,  Gen.  Scott, 
with  his  hrigade,  and  a  corps  of  artillery,  ad- 
vanced toward  Chippewa.  After  some  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy,  he  selected  a  judicious  posi- 
tion for  the  night;  his  right  resting  on  the 
river,  and  a  ravine  in  front ;  at  11  at  night,  Gen. 
Brown  joined  him  with  the  reserve  under  Gen. 
Ripley,  and  a  corps  of  artillery,  under  Major 
Hindman — a  field  and  battering  train  were  also 
brought  up ;  Gen.  Porter  arrived  in  the  morning, 
with  a  part  of  the  New- York  and  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  and  some  of  the  warriors  of  the  Six 
Nations. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  enemy 
attacked  the  pickets ;  by  noon  he  showed  him- 
self on  the  left  of  the  army,  and  attacked  one 
of  the  pickets,  as  it  was  returning  to  camp. — 
Captain  Treat,  who  commanded  the  pieket,  re- 
tired, leaving  a  wounded  man  on  the  ground 

Captain  Biddle,  of  the  artillery,  promptly  as- 
sumed the  command  of  this  picket,  led  it  back 
to  the  wounded  man,  and  brought  him  off  the 
field. 

General  Brown  instantly  ordered  Capt.  Treat 
to  retire  from  the  army,  and  advised,  that  his 
name,  and  that  of  another  officer,  should  be 
struck  from  the  roll  of  the  army.  This  circum- 
stance was  noticed  in  a  note  to  the  first  edition 
of  this  work,  without  the  following  necessary 
addition,  which  did  not,  and  could  not,  have  then 

ccme  to  the  knowledge  of  the  compiler. 
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Capt.  Treat  demanded  a  court  of  inquiry;  it 
was  not  granted ;  but  a  Court  Martial  was  or- 
dered at  Fort  Erie.  The  left  division  of  the  ar- 
my marched  to  Sackett's  Harbour  soon  after,  and 
the  court  was  dissolved. 

Capt.  Treat  immediately  proceeded  to  Sack- 
ett's Harbour,  by  permission  fi-om  ^^aj.  Gen. 
Izard,  and  requested  another  Court  Martial. 
Maj.  Gen.  Brown,  on  the  5tb  of  April,  1815, 
after  the  repeated  solicitations  of  Capt.  Treat, 
issued  an  order,  organizing  a  court,  consisting  of 
Col.  M*Feely,  president;  Lieut.  Col.  Smith, 
Maj.  Cioker,  Maj.  Boyle,  Maj.  Mullany,  Maj. 
Chane,  Capt.  AVhite,  members ;  Capt.  Seymour, 
supernumerary;  Lieut.  Anderson,  ISth  regi- 
ment, judge  advocate. 

'  The  court  met,  and  proceeded  on  the  trial  the 
6th  April,  1815,  at  Sackett's  Harbour.  They 
closed  the  investigation  on  the  8th  May,  when 
Capt.  Treat  was  honourably  acquitted. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  decision  of  the 
court : 

"After  mature  deliberation  on  the  tc{»jtimony 
adduced,  the  court  do  find  the  accused  JOSEPH 
TREAT,  of  the  21st  infantry,  not  guilty  of  the 
charge  or  specifications  preferred  against  him, 
and  do  honourably  acquit  him," 

The  sentence  of  the  court  was  approved  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Brown,  and  promulgated  on  the  28th 
June,  at  Sackett's  Harbour. 

At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Gen.  Porter 
advanced  with  the  volunteers  and  Indians,  in 
order  to  induce  the  enemy  to  come  forth. — 
Gen.  Porter's  command  met  the  light  parties  of 
the  enemy  in  the  woods.  The  enemy  was  driven, 
and  Porter  pursued  until  near  Chippewa,  where 
he  met  their  whole  column,  in  order  of  battle. 
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The  heavy  firing  induced  a  belief  that  the  en- 
tire force  of  the  enemy  was  in  motion,  and  pre- 
pared for  action.  Gen.  Scott  was  ordered  to 
advance  with  his  brigade,  and  Towson's  artil- 
lery. The  general  advanced  in  the  most  prompt 
and  officer-like  manner,  and,  in  a  few  minutes, 
was  in  close  action  with  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy.  By  this  time,  Oen.  Porter's  command 
had  given  way,  and  fled  in  disorder,  notwith- 
standing the  great  exertions  of  the  general  to 
rally  them.  This  retreat  left  the  left  flank  of 
Gen.  Scott's  brigade  greatly  exposed.  Captain 
Harris  was  directed,  with  his  dragoons,  to  stop 
the  fugitives,  behind  the  ravine,  fronting  the 
American  camp.  Gen.  Ripley,  with  the  21st 
regiment,  which  formed  part  of  the  reserve, 
passed  to  the  left  of  the  camp,  under  cover  of 
the  wood,  to  relieve  Gen.  Scott,  by  falling  on 
the  enemy's  right  flank,  but,  before  the  21st 
could  come  into  its  position,  the  line  command- 
ed by  Gen.  Seott,  closed  with  the  enemy.  Maj. 
Jessup,  commanding  the  left  flank  battalion* 
finding  himself  pressed  in  front  and  flank,  and 
liis  men  falling  fast  around  him,  ordered  his 
battalion  to  «<  support  arms,  and  advance  ,•"  the 
order  was  promptly  obeyed,  amidst  the  most 
deadly  and  destructive  fire.  Having  gained  a 
better  position,  he  poured  on  the  enemy  a  fire 
so  galling,  as  caused  them  to  retire.  The  en- 
emy's entire  line  now  fell  back,  and  continued  to 
retreat,  until  at  the  sloping  ground,  descending 
toward  Chippewa,  when  they  broke,  and  fled  to 
their  works. 

Gen.  Brown,  finding  the  pursuit  of  the  troops 

checked  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  ordered 

up  his  ordnance,   in   order  to    force  the   place, 

by  a  direct  attack,  but  was  induced,  by  the  rc- 
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port  of  Maj.  Wood,  and  Capt.  Austin,  who  re- 
coniioitered  the  enemy's  works,  the  lateness  of 
the  hour?  and  the  advice  of  his  officers,  to  order 
the  forces  to  retire  to  camp.  I'he  American 
troops,  on  no  occasion,  behaved  with  more  gal- 
lantry than  on  the  present.  'I'he  British  regu- 
lars suffered  defeat  from  a  number  of  men,  prin- 
cipally volunteers  and  militia,  inferior  in  every 
ihiug  but  courage,  to  the  vanquished  enemy; 
and  the  gallant  Brown,  a  woodsman,  <♦  a  soldier 
ot  yesterday,"  put  at  defiance  the  military  tac- 
tics of  the  ejiperienced  Maj.  Gen.  Uiall. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter,  Avritten  by 
Gen.  Brown,  on  tlie  field  oT  battle,  directed  to 
the  secretary  of  war. 

a  Sir — Excuse  my  silence.  I  have  been  much 
engaged.  Fort  Erie  did  not,  as  I  assured  you  it 
should  not,  detain  me  a  single  day.  At  1 1  o'clock, 
on  thr  night  of  the  4th,  I  arrived  at  this  place  with 
the  reserve,  General  Scott  having  taken  the  position 
about  noon,  with  the  van.  My  arrangements  for 
turning  and  taking  in  the  rear  the  enemy's  position 
east  of  Chippewa,  was  made,  when  Major  General 
Rial!,  suspecting  our  intention,  and  adhr ring  to  the 
rule,  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to  receive  an  at- 
tack, came  from  behind  his  works  about  5  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  tlie  5th,  in  order  of  baitle.  We 
did  not  baulk  him.  Before  6  o'clock  his  line  was 
broken,  and  his  forces  defeated,  leaving  on  the  field 
four  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  He  was  closely 
pressed,  and  would  have  been  utterly  ruined,  but  for 
the  proximity  of  his  worky,  whither  he  fled  for  shelter. 
The  wounded  of  the  enemy,  and  those  of  our  own 
array  must  be  attended  to.  They  will  be  removed 
tp  Buffalo.  This,  with  my  limited  means  for  trans- 
portation, will  take  a  day  or  two,  after  which  I  shall 
advance,  not  doubting  but  that  the  gallant  aiid  ac- 
complished troops  I  lead,  will  bretik  down  all  oppo- 
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sition  between  me  and  Lake  Ontario,  when,  if  met 
by  the  fleet,  all  is  well — if  not,  under  the  favour  of 
heaven,  we  shall  behave  in  a  way  to  avoid  disgrace." 

The  battle  of  Bridgwater,  fought  on  the  25ih 
July,  was  bloody,  and  well  contested  on  both 
sides.  The  enemy  was  co..  posed  of  5000  men, 
of  the  best  troops,  eominanded  by  Gen.  Kiall, 
and  others,  the  best  British  ofiioers.  It  is  due 
to  them  to  record,  that  they  fought  well,  but 
tiiey  fought  against  freemen,  and  were  defeated. 
Opposi^d  to  the  bravest  slaves  in  the  world,  of 
eqikil  force,  this  British  army  would  have  con- 
quered. The  Americans  were  fewer  in  number 
^han  the  enemy ;  they  were  men,  most  of  whom 
liad  yet  to  learn  military  tactics,  but  who  had  a 
country,  now  staked  in  a  contest,  which  the  pre- 
sent battle  might  materially  effect,  or,  in  its  con- 
sequence, decide. 

On  the  25ih,  Gen.  Brown*s  army  was  encamp- 
ed above  Chippewa,  near  the  battle  ground  of 
the  5th.  The  brigade  under  Gen.  Scott,  mov- 
ed past  Chippewa,  and  halted  at  Bridgwater, 
in  view  of  Niagara  falls.  At  half  past  4,  P.  M. 
the  battle  was  commenced  by  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  being  numerically  superior  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, he  was  able  to  extend  his  line  so  as  to 
attempt  to  flank.  In  order  to  courJeract  the 
apparent  view  of  Gen.  Riall,  he  wsl^  fought  in 
delaehmenis — he  ivas  charged  in  column^  Gen. 
Scott  being  at  tlie  head  of  his  troops  in  almost 
every  charge.  General  Scott  maintained  his 
ground  for  more,  than  an  hour,  before  the  re- 
serve under  Gen.  Ripley,  and  the  volunteers, 
under  Gen.  Porter,  were  brouglit  fully  into  ac- 
tion. The  ground  was  obstinately  contested 
until  9  oVlock  in  the  evening,  when  Gen.  Brown 
decided  to   storm  a  battery,  whieh  the  enemy 
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had  on  ft  commanding  eminence.  Col.  Miller 
commanded  on  this  enterpiize,  wJikh  ^^as  so  re- 
solutely entered  on,  thiit  (he  emr-y,  unable  ta 
withstand  the  cliaige,  retired  t^  ihe  bottom  of 
the  hill,  and  abandoned  his  cannon.  The  enemy 
Tiow  gave  way,  and  rvas  pursued  some  distance. 
The  American  army  then  betook  hseif  to  the 
securing  of  prisoners,  and  bringing  off  the 
wonnded. 

Vvhiie  the  army  was  thus  employed,  General 
Drummond  arrived  with  a  reinioreement  (o  the 
enemy,  wh'^n  he,  unexpectedly  to  the  An^eri- 
cans,  renewed  the  battle,  with  a  view  to  recov- 
er his  cannon.  The  army,  having  quickly 
formed,  resisted  the  attack  with  courage ;  and, 
after  a  close  engagement,  the  enemy  was  re- 
pulsed, as  he  was  in  two  other  similar  attempts. 
The  American  army  having  effected  the  remo- 
val of  nearly  aii  t!ie  Avounded,  retired  from  the 
ground  a  little  before  midnight,  and  returned  to 
camp. 

The  warmth  and  zeal  with  which  this  action 
Avas  mainlained,  was  the  most  obstinate  and  de- 
termined. For  two  hours,  the  dischaige  of 
musketry  was  so  constant,  as  to  pif^ducc  almost 
an  uninterrupted  blaze  of  lire ;  nor  was  it  in  any 
period  of  this  action,  niuch  less  warm.  Wel- 
lington's *<  invieibles"  had  just  arrived  from 
Europe.,  and  Drummond  resolved  that  they 
should  r.Qt  only  maintain  their  character,  but 
maintain  it  in  a  manner  that  would  make  the 
most  desponding  impression  on  the  brave,  but 
raw  recruits  of  the  I'epublie.  The  Americans 
not  only  withstood  the  onset,  but  repelled  and 
punished  it.  A  fine  moon-light  night  favoured 
equally  the  operations  of  both  armies;  they 
fought  too  near  to  render  cannon  generally  ser- 
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Ticeable,  being  often  witliin  half  pistol  shot  of 

each  other,  and    sometimes   mingled  together 

The  charge  of  Col.  Miller  exceeded  auj  thing 
experienced  hy  the  British  soldiers,  even  in  Eu- 
rope. Thrice  his  men  were  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter.  For  a  time  he  was  deserted  by  a 
regiment  of  infantry;  they  were -rallied;  a 
fourth  charge  was  made,  and  succeeded.  The 
Americans  could  not  be  driven,  nor  withstood; 
determined  not  to  be  overthrown,  even  by  supe- 
rior numbers,  they  seemed  resolved  to  crush 
whatever  foe  opposed  them.  Had  they  been 
conquered,  they  would  yet  deserve  honour;  as 
victors,  they  covered  themselves  with  glory. — 
They  lost  a  howitzer ;  the  rider  being  shot  off, 
the  horses  carried  it  full  gallop  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy;  they  also  lost  apiece  of  cannon, 
which  was  too  much  advanced,  and  from  which, 
the  men,  except  two,  were  shot.  For  want  of 
horses,  they  were  compelled  to  leave  to  the  en- 
emy most  of  the  cannon  which  were  taken  from 
him,  with  such  bravery,  and  at  such  expence. 

On  the  morning  after  the  battle,  the  Ameri- 
cans, under  Generals  Ripley  and  Porter,  recon- 
noitered  the  enemy,  who  did  not  show  any  dis- 
position to  renew  the  contest,  and  then  burned 
the  enemy's  barracks  and  a  bridge  at  Chippewa 
after  which  they  returned  to  Fort  Erie. 

The  enemy  was  believed  to  have  lost  between 
1200  and  1300  men,  including  Maj.  Gen.  Riall, 
•who  was  wounded,  and,  with  18  other  officers, 
and  150  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
taken  prisoners.  The  Americans  lost  1  major, 
1  adjutant,  5  captains,  4  subalterns,  10  sergeants, 
10  corporals,  140  privates — total  killed,  171.— 
1,  major-general,  1  brigadier-general,  2  aids-de- 
©amp,  1  brigade-major,  l  colonel,  1  licutenant- 
\Y  2 
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colonel,  4  majors,  1  adjutant,  3  quarter- master s» 
1  pay-master,  7  captains,  32  subalterns,  517  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates — total  wound- 
ed, 572  ;  missing,  117 — total,  860. 

The  British  force  engaged,  amounted  by  their 
own  confession,  to  i500  men,  mostly  or  wholly 
regulars,  beside  a  host  of  Indians  ;  the  American 
force  did  not  exceed  2800  men,  consisting  in  a 
great  proportion  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Kew-York.  Gen.  Brown,  in  his  official  re- 
port, particularly  notices  the  brave  and  prudent 
conduct  of  Generals  Ripley,  Porter,  and  Scott; 
Colonels  Miller,  Dobbin,  of  New-York,  AVilcox,. 
and  Gardener  ;  Majors  M^Farland,  Hindman, 
Jessup,  Wood,  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  Jones, 
M*Uee,  and  AVood,  of  the  engineers  ;  Captain* 
Towson,  Ketchum,  Biddle,  and  Ritchie  ;  Lieut. 
E.  B.  Randolph  ;  Aids-de-Camp  Worth,  Smith, 
Austin,  and  Spencer.  Some  of  these  brave  men 
fell  in  action,  and  nearly  all  of  them  were  cover- 
ed with  wounds. 

Gen.  Brown  received  two  wounds,  but  contin- 
ued to  command  until  the  action  ejided.  The 
general  was  obliged,  by  the  severity  of  his 
wounds,  to  retire  from  the  command,  which  de- 
Tolved  on  Gen.  Ripley,  Gen.  Scott  being  alsa 
disabled,  by  wound,  from  continuing  in  com- 
mand. 

The  army  continued  on  the  Canada  side,  seem- 
ingly resolved  to  maintain  itself  against  an  ene- 
my, which  was  receiving  frequent  reinforcements, 
and  had,  after  a  little  time,  become  formidable, 
in  numbers  and  equipments. 

The  enemy,  after  recovering  the  effects  of  the 
battle  of  Bridgwater,  moved  up  toward  the 
American  army,  at  Fort  Erie;  and  frequent 
skirmishes  ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  was  gen« 
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erally  worsted.  On  llie  3d  August,  about  500 
regulai*s,  under  Col.  Tucker,  crossed  below 
Black  Roek.  but  were  met  by  200  riflemen,  and 
a  party  of  volunteers,  under  Major  Morgan  ;  and, 
after  a  long  contest,  were  defeated,  and  compel- 
led to  re-cross  the  river.  Brigadier  General 
Gaines,  arrived  at  Erie  the  4th  August,  and  as- 
sumed the  command,  during  General  Brown's 
illness. 

On  the  15th  August,  the  enemy,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  General  Druramond,  at- 
tempted to  storm  Fort  Ei'ie  ;  the  result  was 
communicated  in  a  letter  from  General  Gaines, 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  which  the  foiiowing^ 
is  a  copy  : 

«  Head-Quarters,  Fort  Erie,  U.  C. 
Aug.  15,  7  A.  M.  1814. 
Bear  Sir — My  heart  is  gladdened,  with  grati- 
tude to  heaven,  and  joy  to  my  country,  to  have  it  ia 
my  power  to  inform  you  that,  the  gallant  army  un- 
der my  command,  has  this  morning  beaten  the  en- 
emy, commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Drummond,  after  a 
severe  conflict  of  three  hours,  commencing  at  two 
o'clock,  A.  M.  They  attacked  us  on  each  fiank— 
got  possession  of  the  salient  bastion,  of  the  old  Fort 
Erie,  which  was  regained  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net, with  a  dreadful  slaughter.  The  enemy's  loss, 
in  killed  and  prisoners,  is  about  500 ;  near  300  kil- 
led. Our  loss  is  considerable,  but  I  think  not  one- 
tenth  as  great  as  that  of  the  enemy.  I  will  not  de- 
tain the  express  to  give  you  the  particulars.  I  am 
preparing  my  force  to  follow  up  the  blow." 

The  assault  was  of  that  desperate  nature,  that 
was  calculated  to  rub  away  the  stains  of  former 
defeats,  to  resuscitate  the  sinking  charms  of  an 
assumed  invincibility,  and  save  the  British  gene- 
ral from  contempt,  and  perhaps,  disgrace.    The 
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projection  was  grand;  the  means  of  aceomplisli- 
ing  it,  great,  and  relied  on  for  its  efficiency  ;  the 
attempt  to  execute,  was  supported  with  an  en- 
thusiasm in  the  officers,  and  a  mechanical  obedi- 
ence in  the  men,  which  promised,  and  almost  se- 
cured success.  The  invincibles  were,  however, 
destined  to  experience  another  defeat;  and  the 
Americans  added  another  wreath  to  the  laurels 
with  which  they  were  already  so  plentifully 
blessed.  The  enemy  was  largely  supplied  witli 
the  means  generally  used  on  such  occasions^ 
pikes,  bayonets,  spears,  scaling  ladders,  6ce.  Re- 
pulsed and  repulsed,  he  rallied  and  returned  to 
the  attack  ;  he  carried  a  bastion,  and,  by  his 
conduct,  evinced,  Avhat  was  to  be  the  fate  of  the 
republicans,  if  vanquished.  Lieut.  M'Dougal, 
being  severely  wounded,  in  defending  the  bastion, 
demanded  quarter,  it  was  refused.  Gen.  Drum- 
mond  crying  out,  <«  give  the  damned  Yankees  no 
quarter."  M'Dougal  defended  himself  until  shot 
down  by  a  pistol.  The  bastion  was  re-taken  by 
the  greatest  display  of  courage  and  exertion. 

This  assault  was  preceded  by  a  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  which  commenced  at  sun  rise  oa 
the  morning  of  the  iSth,  and  continued  until  8 
o'clock,  P.  M. ;  was  re-commenced  on  the  14th, 
at  day-light,  and  continued  until  night — the  as- 
sault was  commenced  at  half  past  two  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th.  The  result  was  the  defeat 
of  the  assailants,  accompanied  with  a  loss  of  222 
men  killed,  174  wounded,  and  186  prisoners — to- 
tal 582,  exclusive  of  a  number  (supposed  200) 
killed  in  the  water,  and  carried  oif  by  the  cur- 
rent. The  Americans  lost  26  killed,  91  wound- 
ed, and  11  missing— total  128. 

The  enemy  continued  in  the  neighbourhood  ot 
Fort    Erie,  strengthening  and    extending   hH 
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works  and  calling  in  reinforcements,  with  a  view 
to  the  ultimate  occupation  of  tlie  fort,  and  the 
capture  or  destruction  of  the  garrison.  The  en- 
emy's works  were  constructed  in  a  field  surround- 
ed by  woods.  Their  infantry  was  formed  into 
three  bridges  of  about  1500  men  each.  One  of 
these  brigades,  with  a  detail  from  their  artillery, 
was  stationed  at  their  works  (these  being  but  500 
yards  distant  from  Old  Fort  Erie,  and  the  right 
of  General  Brown's  line.)  The  Americans  had 
already  suffered  much  from  two  of  the  enemy's 
batteries ;  and  a  third  was  about  to  be  opened. 
Gen.  Brown,  having  recovered  of  his  wounds, 
resumed  the  command,  on  the  2d  September, 
The  situation  of  the  army  was  extremely  critical. 
As  the  only  mode  of  relieving  himself,  he  deter- 
mined  to  storm  the  batteries,  destroy  the  can- 
non and  roughly  handle  the  enemy^s  brigade  on 
duty,  before  those  in  reserve  would  be  brought 
into  action. 

The  enemy's  works  were  very  strong,  regular, 
and  executed  with  a  studied  intricacy,  consisting 
of  a  breast-woi'k,  connecting  their  batteries,  and 
of  successive  lines  of  entrenchments  in  the  rear, 
covering  the  batteries  and  enfilading  each  other  ; 
and  the  whole  obstructed  by  abbatis,  brush,  and 
felled  timber.  It  was  calculated  to  resist,  and 
throw  into  confusion,  the  most  experienced  as- 
sailants, and  led  to  many  severe  contests  with 
the  bayonet. 

Directions  were  given,  by  General  Brown,  to 
march  at  noon,  on  the  17th  September,  to  the 
intented  assault.  General  Poi  ter  commanded  a 
detachment  of  volunteers,  riflemen,  regular  in- 
fantry, an<l  a  few  dragoons.  These  moved  from 
the  extreme  left  of  tlie  American  position  upoa 
the  enemy's  right,  by  a  passage  opened  through 
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the  woods  for  the  occasion.  Gen.  Miller  station » 
ed  his  command  in  the  ravine  between  Fort  Erie 
and  the  enemy's  batteries,  by  passing  them  by 
detachments  through  the  sivirts  of  the  wood. — 
The  21st  infantry,  under  Gen.  Ripley,  was  post- 
ed as  a  corps  of  reserve,  between  the  new  bas- 
tions of  Fort  Erie.     **  About   20   minutes  past 

3  P.  M."  says  Gen.  Brown,  in  his  official  report, 
**  1  found  the  left  column,  imder  the  command 
of  Gen.  Porter,  which  were  destined  to  turn  the 
enemy's  right,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  British 
entrenchments.  They  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  commence  the  action.  Passing  down  the  ra- 
vine, I  judged,  from  the  report  of  musketry, 
that  the  action  had  commenced  on  our  left;  I 
now  hastened  to  Gen.  Miller,  and  directed  him 
to  seize  the  moment,  and  pierce  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments, between  batteries  No.  2  and  3. — 
My  orders  were  promptly  and  ably  executed. — 
"Within  SO  minutes  after  the  fiist  gun  was  filed,, 
batteries  No,  3  and  2,  the  enemy's  line  of  en- 
trenchments, and  his  two  block-houses,  were  in 
our  possession.  Soon  after,  battery  No.  1  was 
abandoned  by  the  British.  The  guns  in  each 
were  spiked  by  us,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  and 
the  magazine  of  No  3,  was  blown  up." 

The  enemy's   loss  exceeded,    from   the   most 
probable  account,  1000  men,  including  2  majors, 

4  captains,  4  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  one  assistant- 
surgeon,  4  staff  sergeants.  19  sergeants,  17  cor- 
porals, 1  drummer,  and  332  privates.  The  A- 
inerieans  lost  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing, 
511.  General  Davis,  of  the  militia,  was.  killed. 
The  action  lasted  more  than  two  hours,  and  was 
warmly  contested  for  about  one  hour.  In  the 
course  of  the  action,  the  entire  of  the  enemy's 
foree  was  brought  into  aetion,  consisting  priuci- 
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pally  of  regulars  iiBcler  command  of  Lieut.  Geii. 
Driiminond.  So  satisfied  was  the  British  gene- 
ral of  his  inabilily  to  contend,  even  aided  Ijy  his 
veterans,  against  the  raw  soldiers  that  formed 
the  American  army,  that  he  broke  up  his  camp, 
during  the  night  of  the  21st,  and  retired  to  his 
entrenchments  behind  the  Chippewa.  **  Thus," 
says  General  Brown,  "  one  thousand  regulars, 
and  an  equal  portion  of  militia,  in  one  hour  of 
close  action,  blasted  tlie  hopes  of  the  enemy, 
destroyed  the  fruits  of  50  days  labour,  and  dimin- 
ished Jiis  effective  force,  one  thousand  men  at 
least." 

An  expedition  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  Croghan,  was  set  on  foot  ia  July,  1814; 
the  chief  object  of  which,  was  the  ^eductiori  of 
Fort  Mackinac,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  en- 
emy iu  the  early  part  of  the  war.  The  expedi* 
lion  left  Fort  Gatroit  (head  of  8traits  St.  Clair) 
on  the  12th.  Owing  to  a  want  of  pilots  acquaint- 
ed with  the  unfrequented  part  of  the  bay,  the  in- 
tended course  of  the  vessels  was  somewhat  alter- 
ed ;  they  anchored  at  St.  Joseph's  on  the  20th. 
After  setting  fire  to  the  fort  of  St.  Joseph,  which 
seemed  not  to  have  been  recently  occupied,  a  de- 
tacliment  of  infantry  and  artillery,  under  Major 
Holmes,  was  ordered  to  Sault,  St.  Mary's,  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  enemy's  es(a- 
blishment  at  that  place.  A  few  hours  before  the 
aiTival  of  Major  Holmes  at  the  Sault,  St.  Mary's, 
the  northwest  agent  was  apprized  of  his  ap])roach, 
and  succeeded  in  escaping  with  a  large  quantity 
of  goods.  A  large  quantity  were,  however,  found 
secreted  in  the  woods,  on  the  American  side. — 
These  were  claimed  by  the  agent  of  John  John- 
son, an  Indian  trader ;  but  Major  Holmes  de- 
clined giving  them  to  Mr.  Johnson,  <«  because," 
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as  Major  Holmes  observed  in  his  letter  to  Lieut. 
Col.  Croghan,  *<  it  Avas  good  prize  by  the  mari- 
time law  of  nations,  as  recognized  in  the  English 
courts,  (witness  the  case  of  Adnjiral  Rodney  ad- 
judged by  Lord  Mansfield.)  Fnrther,  because 
Johnson  has  acted  the  infamous  part  of  a  trai- 
tor, having  been  a  citizen  and  a  magistrate  of 
the  Michigan  territory,  before  the  war  and  at 
its  commencement,  and  now  discliarging  the 
functions  of  magistrate  under  the  British  gov- 
ernment. Because,  his  agents  armed  the  In- 
dians from  his  store-house  at  our  approach  ; 
and  lastly,  because,  those  goods,  or  a  considera- 
ble part,  were  designed  to  be  taken  to  Michili- 
mackinae." 

The  expedition  reached  Miehilimaekinac  on 
the  26th,  where  the  enemy  was  found  so  s(i  ong- 
ly  posted  on  a  height,  overlooking  the  old  fort, 
that  his  reduction  by  storm,  with  the  small 
force  under  Col.  Croghan,  seemed  very  doubtful. 
It  was  the  colonel's  wish,  at  all  hazards,  to  dis- 
embark in  some  favourable  position,  from  which 
he  might  be  able  to  annoy  the  enemy  by  gradual 
and  slow  approaches,  under  cover  of  his  artille- 
ry, and  where,  by  fortifying  himself,  he  might 
force  the  enemy  to  attack  him  in  his  strong  po- 
sition ;  or  draw  his  Indians  and  Canadians  (his 
most  efficient  and  only  disposable  force)  from  the 
island. 

Being  informed,  by  old  residents  of  the  island, 
where  a  favourable  position  might  be  obtained, 
he  effected  a  landing  on  the  4th  August,  and 
advanced  to  the  field  where  an  encampment  was 
intended,  wh^n  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  wss  a!:iad,  of  which  he  was  sg^mi  convin- 
ced, by  a  discharge  of  ^hoi  and  shells  from  a 
battery  of  4  guns.     The  colonel,  hereon,  chang- 
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ed  his  position,  (which  was  then  two  lines,  tlie 
militia  forming  the  front,)  bv  advancing  Major 
Holmes's  battalion  on  the  right  of  the  militia, 
thus  to  outflank  him,  and  hj  a  rigorous  eifort  to 
gain  his  rear.  Before  this  movement  could  be 
executed,  a  fire  from  some  Indians,  posted  in  a 
thick  wood,  proved  fatal  to  Major  Holmes,  and 
severely  wounded  Captain  Hesha,  the  next  in 
rank.  This  misfortune  threw  that  part  of  the 
line  into  confusion,  from  which  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  recover  it.  As  the  only  method  left 
of  annoying  the  enemy,  Col.  Ci'oghan  order- 
ed a  charge  to  be  made  on  his  front  by  the  regu- 
lars. The  enemy  was  thus  driven  back  into  the 
"woods,  from  which  an  annoying  fire  was  kept  up 
by  the  Indians.  Lieut.  Morgan  brought  up  a 
light  piece  to  relieve  the  left  which  was  suffer- 
ing from  a  galling  lire  ;  the  excellent  practice  of 
this  piece  brought  the  enemy  to  fire  at  a  longer 
distance. 

Col.  Croghan  finding  the  position,  from  which 
the  enemy  was  driven  not  tenable,  he  determin- 
ed  not  to  continue  to  expose  his  men  to  a  danger, 
from  which  no  good  result  could  be  expected. — - 
He  therefore  ordered  a  retreat  to  the  shipping. 

Sailing-master  Champiin,  whose  vessel,  the 
Tigress,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
who,  with  his  crew,  were  prisoners  at  Michili- 
mackinac,  arrived  at  Erie  in  November.  Capt, 
Arthur  Sinclair,  commanding  the  United  States' 
naval  force  on  the  upper  lakes,  states,  in  a  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  on  the  authority  of 
sailing-master  Champiin,  that  *<  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy  to  our  prisoners  (the  crew  of  the  Ti- 
gress) thus  captured,  and  the  inhuman  butchery 
of  those  who  fell  into  their  hands,  at  the  attack 
of  Mack4nack,  has  been  barbarous  beyond  a  pa- 
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rallel.  The  former  have  been  phindered  of  al- 
iriost  every  article  of  clothing  they  possessed ; 
the  latter  had  their  hearts  and  livers  taken  out, 
which  were  actually  cooked  and  feasted  on  by 
the  savages*  and  that  too  in  the  quarters  of  the 
British  officers,  sanctioned  by  Col.  M'Dougall." 

The  British  army,  under  Gen.  Drummond, 
being  considerably  reinforced,  there  appeared  an 
a])solute  necessity  to  strengthen  that  under  Gen. 
Brown,  and  to  make  such  a  diversion  or  co-ope- 
ration, as  would  draw  off  the  enemy  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Erie,  or  compel  him  to 
surrender.  A  vigorous  attack  on  Kingston  must, 
if  made,  produce  the  first  of  these  effects;  the 
throwing  of  a  large  force  into  the  rear  of  Gen. 
.Drummond,  might  have  the  latter  effect.  Gen. 
Izard  marched  from  Plattsburgh,  about  the  1st 
September,  with  a  large  force,  which  formed  a 
junction  with  Gen.  Brown,  about  the  l^th  Octo. 
her;  thus  having,  unfortunately,  occupied  more 
than  40  days  in  performing  a  journey  of  253 
miles  by  land,  and  a  voyage  of  90  miles  by  water 
— total  distance  from  Plattsburgh  to  Black  liock, 
343  miles. 

The  slow  movement  of  Gen.  Izard's  army, 
gave  to  the  enemy  the  time  necessary  to  equip 
the  new  ship  St.  Lawrence,  of  90  guns,  lately 
built  at  Kingston.  The  British  fleet,  with  this 
big  ship,  appeared  off  Niagara,  the  2d  Novem- 
ber, and  gave  to  the  enemy  the  command  of  lake 
Ontario,  by  which  Gen.  Drummond  could  be 
reinforced  or  taken  off,  if  necessary.  It  also 
enabled  the  enemy  to  threaten  Sackett's  Har- 
bour ;  and  Gen.  Brown  was  ordered  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Harbour,  leaving  Gen.  Izard  in  com- 
iiiand  at  Erie. 
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The  eampaign  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Niaga- 
ra must,  IVom  the  hiteness  of  the  season,  be 
drawing  to  a  close ;  it  appeared  to  Gen.  Izard, 
that  his  army  oouid  not  remain  in  safety  at  Erie, 
the  fort  was  therefore  destroyed,  and  the  army 
crossed  to  liuifaloe,  where  it  took  up  winter  quar- 
ters. 

Tlie  army  left  at  Plattshurgh,  after  the  mareh 
of  Gen.  Izard,  was  very  weak  ;  the  command 
devolved  on  Gen.  Macomb.  The  enemy  era- 
braced  this  opportunity  for  making  an  incursion 
into  the  state  of  New-York,  on  the  side  of  Lakcj 
Champlain,  with  a  view  to  secure  a  strong  posi- 
tion at  Crown  Point,  or  Ticonderoga,  previous 
to  going  into  winter-quarters;  and,  ultimately, 
to  co-operate  with  an  army,  that  was  to  invade 
the  state  of  New-York,  or  Connecticut,  on  the 
sea-hoard ;  and  thus  effect  the  great  object  of 
the  British  government,  the  political  separation 
ef  the  eastern  from  the  southern  states. 

General  Sir  George  Prevost,  commanded  the 
British  land  forces,  destined  for  this  service, 
consisting  of  four  brigades,  each  commanded  by 
a  major-general  of  experience  j  a  light  squadron 
of  dragoons,  and  an  immence  train  of  artillery, 
and  all  the  engines  of  war ;  the  entire  amount- 
ing to  14,000  men.  AVhile  the  troops  advanced 
by  land,  the  fleet,  apparently  superior  to  the 
American,  advanced  by  water.  To  resist  this 
overwhelming  force,  Gen.  Macomb  had  but  1500 
effectives.  In  aid  of  this  small  force,  the  militia 
was  hastily  assembled. 

The  British  governor- general  entered  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  September, 
181+,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  the  village 
of  Cliamplain ;  from  which,  he  commenced  an 
attack,  by  promises  and  threats,  on  the  citizens 
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of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  more  seri- 
ous attacks  ^v!jic!i  viere  to  be  siniuhaneous  by 
land  and  water,  and  were  effectually  to  over- 
ibrovr  all  opposition  on  both. 

On  the  2d,   the  British  army  marched  from 
Champlain ;    on   tlic   5th,   it   appeared,   in  fuli 
force,   beibre  the  village   of  Plattsburgh.     No 
sooner  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  discover-v 
fd,  than  the  militia  was  called  out:  those  of  the 
county  ot*  Clinton  assembled  on  the  2d  Septem- 
ber, rscar  the  village  of  Chazy,  where  they  took 
a  position,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Miller. 
On  the  following  day.  Gen.  Wright  took  a  posi- 
tion, with  his  brigade,  seven  milea  in  advance  of 
Plattsburgh.     On    the  advance   of  the   enemy. 
Col.  Appling,  who  was  placed  with  his  command 
on  the  lake  road,  fell  back  to  Dead-creek,  where 
he  posted  himself,   and  impeded  the  approach  of 
the  pursuers  so  much  by  blocking  up  the  passage^ 
that  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  alter  his  course 
toward  the  Deekmantown  road.     On  the  morning^ 
of  the  6th,  the   advance  of  the  enemy  attacked 
;he  militia,  about   700,   under  Geueral  Mooers, 
and  a  small  detachment  of  regulars  commanded 
by  Major  Wool.     Unfortunately,   a  part  of  th© 
militia  broke  and  fled,  the  remainder,  together 
with  the  regulars,  made  a  bold  and  masterly  op- 
position, retiring  slowly  and  regularly  before  a 
large  force  for  six  miles,  when  they  were   rein- 
forced within  a  mile  of  Plattsburgh  by  a  Captain 
.     Leonard  and  a  few  men  with  two  pieces  of  ar- 
^\tillery.     This   force,  by  taking  advantage  of  tho 
cover  of  a  stone  wall,  made  a  stand  and  checked 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  until  overpowered  by 
superior  numbers,  it  retired,   as  before,  slowly* 
dealing  death  among  tho  enemy,  until  it  reach- 
«d  the  south  bank  of  the   Saranac,  where  th^ 
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pursuit  of  (he  enemy  was  effectually  checked, 
and  he  forced  to  retire.  P>om  this  time  until 
the  morning  that  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Platts- 
hur:^h  and  perhaps  of  Albany,  continual  skir- 
mishing was  kept  up,  each  party  preparing  itself 
for  the  bloody  conflict.  The  enemy  occupied  au 
extent  of  ahout  three  miles,  he  erected  seven 
heavy  batteries  and  fully  supplied  himself  with 
all  the  usual  means  of  attack.  The  Americans 
were  engaged  in  annoying  the  enemy  and 
strengtliening  their  own  works.  The  11th  was 
fixed  on  for  the  attack  by  land  and  water.  At  D 
o* olock  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  enemy's 
flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain,  passed  Curaherland- 
head.  It  consisted  of  1  frigate  of  32  guns,  1 
hrig  of  22  guns,  2  sloops  of  10  guns  each,  and 
several  galleys.  The  x-Vraerican  fleet  lay  in  Cum- 
berland bay,  opposite  Plattsburgh.  The  enemy, 
superior  in  vessels,  guns,  and  number  of  men, 
advanced  with  that  confidence,  which  his  supe- 
riority of  force,  inspired  ;  and  the  bloody  con- 
flict began-  Cora.  Thomas  Macdonough  com- 
manded the  American  flotilla.  Undaunted,  he 
waited  the  attack,  trusting  in  the  heroism  of  a 
little  band,  which  seemed  determined  to  conquer, 
or  die.  For  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes,  tho 
contest  was  maintained,  with  an  obstinacy  whichj 
while  it  added  to,  or  rather  perfected  the  re- 
nown already  acquired  by  the  American  seamen, 
did  not  disgrace  the  vanquished.  Modesty  seems 
to  be  a  quality  highly  possessed  by  the  naval 
commanders  in  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
ing laconic  letter,  written  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  by  Com.  Macdonough,  is  at  once  a  proof 
of  modesty,  and  a  notice  of  success. 

"  The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  us  a 
signal  victory  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  capture  of 
X  2 
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one  frigate,  one  brig,  and  two  sloops  of  war,  of  the 
enemy." 

The  American  galleys  were  about  pursuing 
those  of  the  enemy,  that  were  making  their  es- 
cape, but,  it  being  discovered,  that  all  the  vessels 
Mcre  iu  a  sinking  state,  it  became  necessary  to 
annul  the  signal  to  chase,  and  order  the  men 
from  the  galleys  to  the  pumps.  "  I  could  only,'* 
observed  Com.  Macdonongh,  «  look  at  the  ene- 
my's galleys  going  off  in  a  shattered  condition^ 
for  there  was  not  a  mast  in  either  squadron  that 
could  stand  to  make  sail  on  ;  the  lower  rigging^ 
being  nearly  all  shot  away,  hung  down  as  though 
it  had  been  just  placed  over  the  mast-heads." — 
»<  The  Saratoga,'^  continued  the  commodore, 
*^  hm]  fifty 'Jive  round  shot  in  her  hull;  theCon- 
iianee,  (enemy's  vessel)  one  Jnnidred  and  jvceJ^* 

The  following  is  a  comparative  view  of  the 
number  and  strength  of  the  vessels  engaged,  and 
the  loss  on  board  them. 


AMERICAN. 

Guns. 

Men.Kiiled.l 

Voun 

Ship  Saratoga 

26 

210 

23 

29 

Brig  Eagle 

20 

120 

13 

20 

Schooner  Ticonderoga 

17 

110 

6 

6 

Sloop  Preble 

7 

30 

2 

O 

Ten  Gun-Boats 

16 

350 

3 

3 

Total 

86 

820 

52 

5S 

BRITISH. 

rrigate  Confiance 

39 

30O 

50 

eo 

Brio;  Linnet 

16 

120 

20 

30 

Chub  (formerly  Growler) 

1   11 

40 

6 

10 

Finch  (formerly  Eagle) 

11 

40 

& 

la 

Thirteen  Gun-boats 

18 

550 

0 

0 

Total  §5     1050     84.       11^ 
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At  tli6  same  hour  that  the  fleets  engaged,  the 
enemy  opened  his  hatteries  on  the  American 
Ibrts,  throwing  hundreds  of  shells,  halls  and 
rockets ;  and  attempted,  at  the  same  time,  to 
cross  the  Saranae  river,  at  three  differentpoints, 
to  assault  the  American  works.  At  the  upper 
ford,  he  was  met  by  the  Vermont  volunteers  and 
New- York  militia.  Here  a  most  interesting 
conflict  took  place;  on  the  one  side,  the  best 
troops  of  Britain,  led  on  by  her  most  consum- 
mate officers,  men  and  officers  selected  froni 
those  soldiers,  who,  under  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  had  acquired  tire  charac- 
ter of  "  invincible,'*  men  who  had  conquered 
in  Portugal,  Spain,  France,  and  the  Indies;  on 
the  other  side,  men  not  reared  to  arms,  not 
used  to  battle,  most  of  them  born  since  theip 
sires  had  immortalized  themselves  in  combat 
on  this  same  ground,  the  descendants  of  tbe 
*«  Green  Mountain-boys'*  and  of  those  heroes 
who  conquered  at  Saratoga,  &c.  The  object 
of  contest  was  great ;  on  it  was,  probably,  ta 
hang  every  future  event  of  the  war.  The  en- 
emy fought  for  the  recovery  of  a  territory  which 
would  make  his  king  the  most  powerful  prince 
in  the  world  ;  the  officers  looked  to  places  of 
emolument,  pensions^  grants  of  land,  titles  of 
nobility,  stars,  garters,  ribbands,  plunder  ;  hon- 
ours and  riches  in  a  thousand  shapes  and  forms  t 
the  honest  American  yeomen  sought  neither 
pay  nor  pecuniary  reward,  beyond  the  daily  sti- 
pend of  a  soldier.  But  yesterday,  they  were  at 
Ifieir  ploughs,  to-day,  they  grasped  their  rifles^ 
and  hurried  to  the  threshold  of  their  country— 
their  ultimate  reward  was  to  be  a  confirmation 
©f  the  liberties  entailed  on  them  by  their  sires, 
a  eontiauance  of  that  independence  they  were^ 
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determined  to  preserve,  or  not  to  survive.  The 
conflict  was  influenced  by  feelings  which  drew 
forth  the  utmost  exertions  of  both  parties,  and 
substituted  desperation  on  one  side,  and  unbend- 
ing patriotism  on  the  other,  in  place  of  that  in- 
diiSerence  or  cowardice,  which  so  often  leads 
to  disaster  and  disgrace.  Several  times  were 
the  enemy  repulsed,  several  times  did  he  re- 
turn to  the  ford ;  astonished  at  this  obstinate 
resistance,  from  woodsmen,  suddenly  assembled 
on  the  occasion,  the  enemy  yet  believed  they 
must  give  way;  again  he  advances,  again  he  is 
repulsed;  astonished,  confounded,  dismayed,  he 
retires:  no  longer  invincible,  he  acknowledges 
defeat — defeat  from  whom  ?  Let  Wellington's 
men  answer  ;  or  let  them  send  for  a  raply  to 
the  mountains  of  Vermont,  or  the  wilderness 
of  New-York.  At  the  bridge  near  the  village, 
he  was  repulsed  by  the  pickets,  and  the  brave 
riflemen,  under  Capt.  Grosvenor,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Hamilton  and  Riley;  and,  at  the  bridge  in 
the  town,  he  was  foiled  by  the  guards,  block- 
houses, and  the  artillery  of  the  forts,  served  by 
Captains  Alexander  Brooks,  Richards  and  Smith, 
and  Lieutenants  Munford,  Smith  and  Cromwell. 
The  enemy's  fire  was  returned  with  effect  from 
tlie  batteries;  by  sun-set,  seven  of  his  newly 
raised  batteries  were  silenced,  and  he  was  seen 
retiring  to  his  tamp.  Beaten  by  land,  and  by- 
water,  the  British  governor-general  withdrew 
his  artillery,  and  raised  the  siege.  Under  favouv 
of  a  dark  night,  he  sent  off  his  heavy  baggage, 
and  retreated  with  his  whole  army  towards  Ca- 
nada, leaving  his  wounded  in  the  field,  and  a 
vast  quantity  of  provisions,  and  munitions  of 
"war,  which  he  had  not  time  to  destroy.  The 
light    troops,   volunteers   and   militia>  pursued 
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him  on  the  following  day,  capturing  several  sol- 
diers, and  covering  the  escape  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  deserters :  bad  weather  prevented  the 
pursuit  to  be  continued  beyond  Chazy.  Thus 
have  14,000  regulars,  with  the  best  British  offi- 
eers,  and  the  best  military  equipment,  been  bea- 
ten by  a  regular  force  of  only  1500  men,  and 
3500  militia  and  volunteers ;  the  militia  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Moores,  and  the  volunteers  by 
Gen.  Strong.  The  enemy  having  retired  from 
republican  ground,  the  militia  and  volunteers 
were  dismissed. 

The  official  return  of  the  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
can regulars,  amounted  to  1  subaltern,  1  ser- 
geant, 1  musician,  and  3*  privates,  killed — total 
37;  2  subalters,  1  sergeant-major,  4  sergeants, 
2  corporals,  4  musicians,  and  49  privates,  wound- 
ed— total  62 ;  total  killed,  wounded  and  missing, 
119. 

General  M'Comb  states  the  loss  of  the  eu- 
emy  on  the  land  and  lake,  at  not  less  than  2500 
men. 

While  glory  and  victory  attended  the  armie* 
of  the  United  States,  the  navy  continued  in- 
creasing its  number  of  victories,  and  private 
armed  vessels  carried  destruction  to  the  enemy 
in  every  sea.  Even  in  the  British  Channel,  the 
enemy  felt  that  his  thousand  ships  of  war  could 
not  bring  safety  to  his  traders.  Insurance  tt> 
cross  the  channel,  rose  from  a  few  shillings  to 
five  guineas  (g23,75)  per  cent. 

In  lat.  27,  47  N.  Ion.  80,  9,  on  the  29th  April, 
1814,  the  U,  S.  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  fell  in 
with  his  Britannic  majesty's  brig  Epervier,  ra- 
ting and  mounting  18  33- pound  carronades,  with 
128  men.  The  Epervier  struck  her  colours  af- 
ter an  action  of  42  minutes>  and  the  loss  of  8 
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men  killed,  and  15  wounded.  Two  men  wer^ 
slightly  wounded  on  board  the  Peacock.  Both 
vessels  arrived  at  Savannah,  the  prize  bein,^ 
with  difficulty  kept  above  water.  The  damage 
suffered  by  the  two  vessels,  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  official  report  of  Capt. 
Warrington. 

<*  This,  (the  disabling  of  a  fore  yard)  with  a  few 
top  masts,  and  top-gallant  back  stays  cut  away,  a  few 
shot  through  our  sails,  is  the  only  injury  the  Pea- 
cock has  sustained.  Not  a  round  shot  touched  our 
hull ;  our  masts  and  spars  are  as  sound  as  ever.— 
When  the  enemy  struck,  he  had  five  feet  water  in 
his  hold,  his  main  top-mast  was  over  the  side,  his 
main  boom  shot  away,  his  fore-mast  cut  nearly  in 
two,  and  tottering,  his  fore  rigging  and  stays  shot  a- 
way,  his  bowsprit  badly  wounded,  and  45  shot  holes 
in  his  hull,  20  of  which  were  within  a  foot  of  his 
water  line." 

The  Epervicr  had  120,000  dollars  in  specie, 
on  board. 

The  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  Jo- 
seph Bainbridge  commander,  was  captured,  af- 
ter a  chase  by  H.  B.  M.  frigate  Orpheus,  of  36 
guns,  on  the  20th  April.  A  court  of  inquiry, 
held  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  at 
New-York,  the  20th  April,  1815,  gave  their 
opinion,  "  that  the  same  was  not  lost,  through 
the  fault,  inattention  or  negligence  of  Captain 
Bainbridge."  The  court  also  reported  favoura- 
bly on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Frolic. 

His  Britannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  Rein- 
deer, was  captured  the  2Sth  June,  1814,  in  lat^ 
48,  36  N.  and  Ion.  11,  15  W.  by  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  \var  Wasp,  Capt.  J.  Blakely.  The  action 
commenced  at  26  minutes  after's  P.  M.;  at  45 
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minutes  past  3,  the  enemy  was  carried  by  board- 
ing. The  action,  lor  the  short  time  it  lasted, 
was  severe,  and  botii  vessels  and  crews  suffered 
considerably.  The  loss  on  board  the  Wasp,  was 
principally  occasioned  by  repelling  the  enemy, 
in  two  attempts  which  he  made  to  board.  The 
Reindeer  mounted  16  24-pound  carronades,  2 
long  6  or  9-pounders,  and  a  shifiing  12-pound 
carrouade,  with  a  complement  of  118  picked 
men,  called,  from  their  appearance,  the  <•  pride 
of  Plymouth."  The  Keindeer  was  literally  cut 
to  pieces,  and  so  complete  a  wreck,  in  both  hull 
and  rigging,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  de- 
stroy her.  Her  commander,  (William  Manners, 
Esq.)  and  22  petty  officers  and  seamen,  were 
killed;  wouuded  dangerously,  10;  severely,  17 j 
slightly  15 — total  killed  and  wounded,  75. 

On  board  the  AVasp,  there  were  5  killed,  and 
21  wounded.  Six  round  shot  struck  the  hull  of 
the  Wasp;  a  24-pound  shot  passed  through  the 
fore  mast,  and  a  considerable  number  of  grape 
struck,  but  did  not  penetrate  her  sides.  The 
Wasp  arrived  at  L'Orient  the  8th  July. 

The  Wasp  sailed  from  L'Orient  on  the  27tk 
August.  At  half  past  9  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  1st 
September,  engaged  a  vessel,  supposed  to  be  a 
large  brig  of  war,  and  forced  her  to  strike  her 
flag,  at  12  minutes  past  10.  In  a  few  minutes, 
Capt.  Blakely  discovered  another  brig,  and  pre- 
pared for  action  ;  at  36  minutes  past  102  brigs, 
in  sight,  when  the  Wasp  was  compelled  to  re- 
linquish her  prize.  The  Wasp  lost  2  men  kill- 
ed, and  had  1  man  wounded.  The  enemy,  af- 
ter his  surrender,  was  heard,  asking  assistance^ 
and  said  he  was  sinking.  The  enemy's  vessel 
proved  afterwards  to  be  the  Avon.  By  the 
British  details,  it  was  acknowledged,  that  the 
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two  vessels,  which  came  in  aid  of  the  Avon, 
were  the  Castiliala  and  Tartarus,  each  of  thepi 
of  force  equal  to  the  Wasp.  The  Avon  went 
to  the  bottom,  after  the  surviving  part  of  her 
crew  was  removed  on  board  the  other  British 
vessels.  The  Avon  was  in  the  Delaware  in 
1810;  she  then  carried  18  32-pound  carronades, 
besides  bow  and  stern  guns. 

The  Essex,  Capt.  Porter,  the  smallest  frigate 
in  the  American  navy,  was  destined  to  prove  im- 
mensely injurious  to  the  enemy.  Her  cruise  in 
the  Paciflc  ocean  has  supplied  ample  materials 
for  an  interesting  volume.  Capt.  Porter  not  on- 
ly protected  the  American  shipping  against  the 
numerous  letters  of  marque,  which  the  enemy 
had  sent  into  those  seas,  but  rendered  these 
very  letters  of  marque  tributary  to  his  plan  of 
destroying  the  enemy's  trade,  particularly  in  the 
iisheries. 

Capt.  Porter  sailed  from  the  Delaware,  the 
27th  October,  1812.  On  his  passage  to  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  he  captured  the  British  packet 
Norton,  and  took  out  of  her  11,000  pounds  ster- 
ling, in  specie.  He  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on 
the  14th  March,  1813,  where  he  obtained  a  full 
supply  of  provisions.  He  then  ran  down  along 
the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru,  ftll  in  with  a  Pe- 
ruvian corsair,  which  had  on  board  24  Ameri- 
cans, the  crews  of  two  whale  ships  she  had  cap- 
tured on  the  coast ;  he  threw  the  guns  and  am- 
munition of  the  corsair  into  the  sea,  liberated 
the  Americans,  and  afterwards  re- captured  one 
of  the  vessels,  as  she  was  entering  the  pert  of 
Lima. 

From  Lima,  Capt.  Porter  proceeded  for  the 
Gallipagoa  Islands.  While  among  this  group 
of  islands^  he   captured  the  following  British 
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sbips,  (letters  of  marque)   employed  chiefly  in 
the  Spermaceti  whale  lishery. 

Tons. Men. Guns,Pierced  far 


Montezenma 

270 

21 

2 

Policy 

Georgiana 

Greenwich 

175 

280 
388 

26 
25 
25 

10 

6 

10 

18 
18 
20 

Atlantic 

355 

24 

8 

20 

Rose 

220 

21 

8 

30 

Hector 

270 

25 

11 

20 

Catherine 

270 

29 

8 

IS 

Seringapatam 
Charlton 

274 

31 
21 

14 
10 

26 
18 

iN"ew-Zealander 

259 

23 

8 

18 

Sir  A.  Hammond 

301 

31 

12 

18 

3456 

302 

107 

The  Atlantic  received  the  new  name  of  the 
Essex-Jiinior,  was  equipped  with  20  guns,  and 
her  command  given  to  Lieut.  Downs. 

Lieut.  Downs  convoyed  some  of  the  prizes  to 
Valparaiso;  and  Capt.  Porter  on  the  return  of 
Lieut.  Dov/ns,  proceeded  with  the  other  prizes  to 
the  island  of  Nooaheevah,  where  he  overhauled 
his  ship,  took  on  hoard  a  supply  of  provibioos, 
and  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Chili,  on  the  12th 
Decemher,  1813. 

Previous  to  sailing  from  Nooaheevah,  he  se- 
cured his  prizes  under  the  gun<>  of  a  battery, 
which  he  erected  for  their  protection,  and  left 
the  battery  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Gamble,  and  21 
marines,  wi(h  orders  to  proceed  to  Valparaiso, 
after  a  certain  period.  A  friendly  intercourse 
was  esiablished  with  the  natives  ;  and  the  island 
taken  possession  of,  in  the  name  of  tl-.e  Uiiited 
States,  fie  ^.ri-ivcd  on  the  coast  of  Chiii  the 
12th  January,  1814. 

T 
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The  captain  detailed  Lis  success  in  the  follow- 
ing  >\ords: 

"  I  had  completely  broke  up  the  British  naviga- 
tion in  the  Pacific  ;  the  vessels  which  had  not  been 
captured,  were  laid  up,  and  dared  not  venture  out. 
The  valuable  whale  fishery  there,  is  entirely  de- 
stroyed, and  the  actual  injury  we  have  done  them, 
may  be  estimated  at  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, independent  of  expenses  of  vessels  in  search 
of  me.  They  have  furnished  me  amply  with  sails, 
cordage,  cables,  anchors,  provisions,  medicines,  and 
stores  of  every  description;  and  the  slops  on  board 
them  have  furnished  clothing  for  the  seamen.  We 
had,  in  fact,  lived  on  the  enemy  since  I  had  been  in 
that  sea,  every  prize  having  proved  a  well  found 
store-ship  for  me.  I  had  not  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  drawing  bills  on  the  department  for  any  ob- 
ject and  had  been  enabled  to  make  considerable  ad- 
vances to  my  officers  and  crew  on  account  ot  pay." 

After  arriving  at  Yalparaiso,  he  found  him- 
self blockaded  by  two  British  ships ;  the  Phce- 
bcy  Cora.  liill^ar,  carrying  30  long  i8-pounders, 
16  32-pourid  carronades.  1  howitzer,  and  6  3- 
pounders  in  the  tops,  and  a  complement  of  320 
jncn;and  the  Cherub,  mounting  28  guns,  and 
having  a  complement  of  180  men  ;  making,  to- 
gether, 81  guns,  and  500  men.  The  force  of  the 
Kssex  was  46  guns,  40  S2-pouud  carronades,  and 
6  long  12's,  her  crew  amounted  to  255  men. — 
The  Essex-Junior  mounted  20  guns,  10  18- 
pound  carronades,  and  10  short  6's,  with  only 
60  men  on  board. 

Capt.  Porter  having  sought  in  vain  to  bring 
on  an  action  with  any  one  of  the  enemy,  had  re- 
solved on  putting  to  sea,  in  the  hope  of  outsail- 
ing them.  On  the  28th  of  March,  1814,  during 
a  fresh  blow  of  wind,  the  Essex  parted  her  lar- 
board cable^  and  dragged  the  starboard  anchor 
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liireetiy  to  sea.  Finding  himself  in  this  situa- 
tion, he  hoisted  sail,  and  got  under  way.  On 
rounding  a  point  of  land,  a  heavy  squall  struck 
Jhe  ship,  and  carried  away  her  main  top-niast, 
precipitating  the  men,  v.ho  were  aloft,  into  the 
sea.  Being  chased  hy  the  two  enemy's  ships, 
and  unable  to  gain  his  former  anchorage,  he  ran 
olose  into  a  small  bay,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  leeward  of  the  battery,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  harbour,  and  let  go  his  anchor,  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  shore. 

It  was  in  this  situation,  that  his  crippled  ship 
and  reduced  crew  were  attacked,  in  a  neutral 
port,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  by  two 
sliips  of  the  enemy.  The  Essex  was  carried, 
but  a  prize  has  never  been  bought  at  a  dearer 
i*ate.  The  action  lasted  nearly  two  hours  and 
it  half.  The  Cherub,  from  her  crippled  state, 
was  compelled  to  haul  off^  hut  continued  to  fire 
at  a  distance  from  lier  long  guns.  The  Phoebe 
also  chose,  after  suffering  considerably,  to  tire 
from  a  distance  with  her  long  guns,  while  the 
Essex  could  not  reach  him  with  her  carronades. 
There  never  was  a  ship  more  cut  up  thaff  the 
Essex,  nor  that  suffered  more  in  men.  Seventy 
men,  including  officers,  were  all  that  remained 
after  the  action,  capable  of  doing  duty,  and  ma- 
ny of  these  severely  wounded. 

The  enemy  continued  firing  for  several  mi- 
nutes, and  killed  and  wounded  many  of  the  crew 
of  the  Essex,  after  her  colours  were  struck,  and 
an  opposite  gun  fired,  to  show  that  resistance 
had  ceased.  Capt.  Porter  conceiving  it  was  in- 
tended to  refuse  quarter,  was  on  the  point  of 
hoisting  his  colours,  and  selling  his  life  as  dear 
as  possible,  when  the  fire  of  the  enemy  ceased. 
The  Phcebe  was  so  cut  np,  that  she  was*  witli 


:ZS9  HISTORY   OP   THE   MAR. 

great  difficulty  worked  into  Valparaiso,  and  it 
seemed  doubtful,  even  after  she  came  to  anchor, 
whether  she  could  be  repaired  so  as  to  enable 
jjcr  to  double  Cape  Horn.  She  had  eighteen 
12-pound  shot  through  her,  below  her  water 
line.  Nothing  but  the  smoothness  of  the  water 
saved  her  from  sinking.  Had  the  Phoebe  and 
Cherub  dared  to  come  boldly  into  close  action, 
they  would  have  been  undoubtedly  defeated.— 
Tbe  enemy's  loss  in  men  cannot  be  ascertained, 
but  must  have  been  very  severe.  That  of  the 
Essex  was — 

Killed,  and  have  died  since  of  their  wounds,  58 
Severely  wounded  -  -  -         -         39 

Siiglitly  wounded         -         -  ,  -  26 

Missing         -  >         .         -         -         .  81 

Total  -  -  154 
It  was  agreed  between  Capt.  Porter  and  Com. 
Hillyar,  that  the  Essex-Junior  should  be  dis- 
armed, and  employed  as  a  cartel,  to  bring  Capt, 
Porter  and  his  men  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
there  exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  British 
prisoners  of  equal  rank.  On  the  5th  July,  the 
Essex- Junior  arrived  off  New-York,  and  was 
overhauled  by  the  British  ship  Saturn.  Capt, 
Porter,  judging  from  the  conduct  of  the  British 
officer,  that  he  would  violate  the  terms,  under 
which  the  Essex-Junior  had  sailed,  took  to  his 
boat ;  and,  after  rowing  and  sailing  46  miles, 
reached  Long-Island. 

The  winter  season,  rendering  it  difficult  and 
dangerous  for  an  enemy's  fleet  to  remain  on  tlie 
American  coast,  to  the  northwapd  of  Virginia, 
it  was  conjectured  that  his  blockading  squadron 
would  be  moved  to  the  southwani,  nor  was  the 
aonjeeture  ill  founded.     It  wa»  his  intention  t^ 
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effect  something  more  permanently  useful,  than 
the  robbing  of  private  property.  A  general  a- 
jtirni  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants,  particu- 
larly in  the  cities,  along  tJie  sea  coast.  It  was 
also  ascertained,  that  great  preparations  were 
making,  and  several  thousand  men  collected  in 
the  AVest-Indies,  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
invading  some  of  the  southern  states. 

At  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  15th  September, 
1814,  Fort  Bowyer,  on  Mobile  Point,  was  attack- 
ed by  a  superior  British  naval  and  land  force. — 
The  naval  force  was  under  command  of  Sir  H. 
W.  Percy,  and  consisted  of  2  ships  from  24  to 
'2S  guns,  mounting  32  pound  carronades  ;  2  brigs 
from  16  to  18  guns,  mounting  24-pound  carron- 
ades, and  3  tenders.  The  land  forces  consisted 
of  100  marines  under  command  of  Col.  Nicholls, 
a  body  of  Indians  under  command  of  Captain 
Woodbine,^  and  a  battery  of  a  12  pounder  and 
howitzer  under  direction  of  an  officer  of  the  ar- 
tillery. The  American  effective  force  was  about 
120  men,  of  whom  not  more  than  90  were  en» 
gaged.. 

At  4,  P.  M.  the  enemy's  leading  ship,  called 
the  Hermes,  having  approached  sufficiently  near, 
the  guns  of  the  battery  opened  upon  her :  at  20 
minutes  past  4,  the  engagement  became  general. 
Soon  after  this  time,  the  British  land  forces 
were  put  to  flight,  by  discharges  of  grape  and 
cannister,  from  a  9  pounder.  At  5,  P.  M.  the 
guns  of  the  Hermes  were  silenced,  and  she  drift- 
ed out,  and  grounded  within  600  yards  of  the 
battery,  where  she  continued  to  be  fired  on,  un- 
til night.  At  sun- set  the  other  vessels  cut  their 
eables,  and  stood  off,  under  a  tremendous  fire 
from  the  battery.  At  a  quarter  past  7,  the 
Y  2 
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Hermes  appeared  to  be  on  fire  ;  at  10,  her  ma- 
gazine blew  up. 

It  was  learned,  from  deserters,  that  130  of  the 
crew  of  the  Hermes  were  lost,  that  85  were  kill- 
ed or  wounded  on  board  the  other  ship,  and  sev- 
eial  ©n  board  the  other  vessels.  The  American 
loss  was  4  killed  and  5  wounded.  Major  Wil- 
liam Lawrence  commanded  at  the  fort.  On  the 
16th  the  enemy's  fleet  stood  to  sea. 

The  appearance  of  50  or  60  vessels  of  the  en- 
emy, in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  rendered  it 
almost  certain,  that  the  city  of  New-Orleans 
would  be  an  object  of  attack.  The  advance  of 
the  enemy  was  announced,  in  general  orders,  on 
the  14th  December,  1814,  by  Gov.  Claiborne  ; 
and,  on  the  18th,  Gen.  Jackson  reviewed  the 
militia,  preparatory  to  meeting  the  enemy. — 
Martial  law  was  declared  on  the  16th.  The 
woodsmen  from  Louisiana,Tennessee, Mississippi 
Territory,  and  Kentucky,  hastened  to  the  scene 
of  honour  and  glory ;  and  men,  of  different  lan- 
guages and  manners,  prepared  to  emulate  each 
other  in  defence  of  a  common  country,  and  a  li- 
berty in  which  they  alike  participated. 

On  the  loth  December,  the  enemy's  flotilla 
j^ained  the  Pass  Christian,  and  was  proceeding, 
evidently  against  the  U.  S.  gun  vessels,  then  at 
anchor  off  bay  St.  Louis.  The  gun  boats  re- 
treated, during  the  night,  to  the  Malhereaux 
Island?,  Lake  Borgne,  where  the  wind  and  tide 
forced  them  to  remain.  At  day-light,  on  the 
15th,  the  enemy  advanced  with  42  heavy  launches 
and  gun  barges,  mounting  42  guns,  of  12, 18,  and 
24  calibre,  and  3  light  gigs,  with  1200  men,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Locker. 

At  10  minutes  before  11,  A.  M.  he  commene- 
-ed  an  attack  on  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  gun^ 
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boat  No.  5,  5  guns,  36  men,  sailing-master  Fer- 
ris;  gun-boat  No.  :^3,  5  guns,  S9  men,  Lieut. 
iVrKeever;  gun-boat  No.  136,  5  guns,  4.1  men, 
Lieut.  Jones;  gun-boat  No.  16i,  5 guns,  35  men, 
Lieut.  Spedden ;  and  gun-boat  No.  163,  3  guns, 
3t  men,  sailing-master  Ulriek — total,  25  guns, 
and  182  men;  the  entire  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Thos.  Ap.  Catespy  Jones,  of  boat  156. 

The  sloop  Alligator  (tender)  of  one  4  pounder 
and  8  men,  not  being  able  to  join  the  flotilla,  was 
captured,  before  the  action  with  the  gun-boats 
commenced. 

The  gun-boats  were  taken  in  succession,  and 
each  boat,  when  taken,  added  to  the  enemy's  line 
of  attack.  The  action  continued  until  40  min- 
utes past  12,  when  the  last  of  the  gun-boats  was 
surrendered. 

Considering  the  immense  disproportion  of  the 
parties,  the  action  was  sustained,  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans  with  a  skill,  bravery,  and  perse- 
verance, unexampled,  even  in  the  most  spirited 
of  the  actions  which  distinguished  the  American 
seamen  in  the  previous  part  of  the  war.  Five 
small  vessels,  and  a  few  men,  maintaining  a  con- . 
test  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  against  a  swarm  of 
heavy  bargps  and  gun- boats,  which  closed  and 
nearly  surrounded  them,  was  a  sight  unparaliel- 
led  in  the  annals  of  naval  heroism.  The  loss  of 
the  enemy,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  estimated 
by  Lieut.  Jones,  to  exceed  300,  among  whom 
were  an  unusual  quantity  of  officers. 

The  capture  of  this  flotilla  gave  to  the  enemy 
a  free  entrance  into  Lake  Ponchartrain,  except 
what  resistance  they  might  meet  from  a  smal! 
fort  commanding  the  passage  of  the  Regolettes. 

The  enemy,  having  gained  the  command  of 
the  lakcs>  was  enabled  to  eflfcct  a  passage  tc^  the 
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Mississippi,  at  a  point,  about  9  miles  from  New- 
Orleans,  General  Jackson  advanced  against 
him,  determined  to  attack  him  in  his  first  posi- 
tion. The  attack  >vas  made  in  the  night  of  the 
23d  December,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock.  It 
was  commenced  bj  a  fire  from  the  schooner  Ca- 
roline, which  dropped  down  the  river,  in  order 
to  open  on  the  rear  of  the  camp.  This  was  the 
signal  for  Gen.  Coffee  to  fall  on  the  right,  whil» 
Gen.  Jackson  attacked  the  left  near  the  river. — 
It  resulted  honourably'  to  the  American  arms ; 
but  produced  nothing  decisive.  The  enemy's 
force  amounted  to  about  3000  men  ;  that  of  Gen. 
Jackson  did  not  exceed  1500.  The  conflict  last- 
ed au  hour,  and  was  supported  with  great  firm- 
ness. Gen.  Jackson  remained  on  the  field  until 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  took  a  new 
position  two  miles  nearer  the  city  ;  having  lost 
in  this  affair,  24  killed,  115  wounded,  and  7^ 
missing — total  213. 

The  enemy  succeeded,  on  the  27th,  in  blowing 
up  the  Caroline,  (she  being  becalmed)  by  meana 
of  hot  shot,  from  a  land  battery,  erected  in  the 
night.  On  the  28th,  he  advanced,  with  his 
whole  force,  against  Gen.  Jackson,  in  the  hope 
of  driving  him  from  his  position,  and  with  this 
view  opened  a  fire  with  bombs  and  rockets,  at 
the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  The  enemy 
was  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  about  120  men.  The 
Americans  lost  7  killed  and  had  8  wounded. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  1st  January,  1815, 
the  enemy  had  advanced  within  600  yards  of  the 
American  breast  works,  under  cover  of  night 
and  a  heavy  fog,  and  had  erected  the  preceding^ 
night,  three  different  batteries,  mounting  in  all 
15  guns,  from  6's  to  32'9.  About  eight  o'clock, 
when  the  fog  cleared  off^  they  commenced  a  most- 
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tremendous  ilre  upon  the  Americans,  but  it  was 
ampiy  returned  by  them,  and  a  heavy  cannonad- 
ing was  kept  up,  without  the  least  interval  on 
either  side,  except  that  occasioned  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  magazine  in  the  rear  of  one  of  the 
American  batteries,  and  another  magazine  in 
the  night,  owing  to  tlie  enemy's  Congreve  rock- 
ets. By  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Americans  had  dismounted  all  the  enemy's  guns, 
except  two.  They  retreated,  during  the  night, 
to  their  strong  hold,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
from  the  American  camp.  Twice  did  the  ene- 
my attempt  to  storm  and  carry  the  American 
batteries,  but  were  as  often  deceived.  On  New- 
Year's  day,  the  loss  of  the  Americans  was  11 
killed,  and  23  badly  wounded.  That  of  the  en- 
emy, from  the  accounts  of  two  prisoners  taken 
on  that  day,  and  three  deserters  afterwards, 
must  have  been  much  greater. 

According  as  the  woodsmen  arrived  to  the 
aid  of  Gen.  Jackson's  army,  they  were  disposed 
of  to  the  best  advantage,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fence; but  these  forces  not  being  of  a  very  ef- 
ficient nature,  especially  as  the  men  could  not 
be  all  provided  with  the  necessary  arms,  the 
general  could  not  attempt  any  thing  against  an 
enemy,  who  was  thus  left  to  pursue,  undisturb- 
ed, his  laborious  operations. 

During  the  days  of  the  6th  and  7th,  the  en- 
emy had  been  actively  employed  in  making  pre- 
parations for  an  attack  on  Jackson's  lines. — 
With  infinite  labour,  they  had  succeeded  on  the 
night  of  the  7th,  in  getting  their  boats  across 
from  the  lake  to  the  river,  by  widening  and 
deepening  the  canal,  on  which  they  had  effected 
their  disembarkation. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  on  the  left  side  of  the  river. 
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patiently  waiting  the  attack.  Gen.  Morgaii, 
with  the  New-Oi'leans  contingent;  the  Louisi- 
ana militia^  and  a  detachment  of  Kentucky 
troops,  occupied  an  entrenched  camp  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  protected  by  strong  bat- 
teries on  the  bank,  superintended  by  Commo- 
dore Patterson. 

On  Sunday,  the  Sth,  at  6  1-2  o'clock,  A.  M. 
the  enemy  began  a  very  heavy  cannonade  upon 
the  American  lines,  from  his  batteries  of  18  and 
12  pounders,  supported  by  the  musketry  of  230a 
men,  who  marched  in  close  columns,  and  ad- 
vanced nearer  than  musket  shot  distance  to  the 
entrenchments,  armed  with  rockets,  obuses,  and 
facines,  to  storm  the  batteries  :  they  directed 
their  principal  attack  against  the  head  of  the 
line,  flanked  by  the  river,  and  upon  the  left  rest- 
ing upon  the  cipress  swamp,  as  well  as  against 
the  tirailleurs  and  riflemen,  placed  above  the 
said  swamp  ;  the  roaring  of  the  guns,  and  firing 
of  the  musketry,  lasted  two  hours  and  a  quar* 
tor  ;  the  enemy's  mortars,  although  directed  a- 
gainst  the  centre,  did  no  harm  to  the  troops, 
the  bur&ting  of  their  bombs  in  the  works  was  of 
no  cflTect.  Two  British  officers,  and  one  French 
engineer,  of  the  name  of  Rennie,  who  had  gain- 
ed the  summit  of  the  American  parapet,  ffiee 
frontispiece^J  was  killed  or  wounded,  and  made 
prisoners;  (the  engineer  and  one  colonel  was 
killed;)  after  this  terrible  aff*air,  the  iiehl,  in 
front  of  the  works,  was  strewed  with  British 
wounded  and  killed. 

Gen.  Jackson  thus  briefly  details  the  particu- 
lars of  attack. 

"  In  my  encampment  every  thing  was  ready  for 
action  ;  when  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  the 
<inemy,  after  throwicg  a  shower  of  bombs  and  Con- 
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greve  rockets,  advanced  their  columns  at  my  right 
and  leftj  to  storm  my  entrenchments.  I  cannot  speak 
sufficiently  in  praise  of  the  firmness  and  deliberation 
with  which  my  whole  line  received  their  approach. 
More  could  not  have  been  expected  from  veterans 
inured  to  war.  For  an  houF^the  fire  of  small  arms 
was  as  incessant  and  severe  as  can  be  imagined. — 
The  artillery,  too,  directed  by  officers  who  displayed 
equal  skill  and  courage,  did  great  execution.  Yet 
the  columns  of  the  enemy  continued  to  advance  with 
a  firmness  which  reflects  upon  them  the  greatest 
credit.  Twice,  the  column,  which  approached  me 
on  my  left,  was  repulsed  by  the  troops  of  General 
Carrol,  those  of  Gen.  Coffee,  and  a  division  of  the 
Kentucky  militia,  and  twice  they  formed  again,  and 
renewed  the  assault.  At  length,  however,  cut  to 
pieces,  they  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field,  leaving 
it  covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded." 

Simullaneously  with  the  attack  on  Gcu.  Jack- 
son's lines,  an  attack  was  made  on  the  works  of 
Gen.  Morgan.  Had  the  enemy  been  met  with 
resolution  in  this  attack,  it  must  have  produced 
ills  entire  destruction ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
Kentucky  reinforcements  ingloriously  fled,  draw- 
ing after  them,  by  their  example,  the  remainder 
of  the  forces,  and  leaving  the  batteries  to  the 
enemy ;  not,  however,  until  after  the  guns  were 
spiked.  "While  General  Jackson  was  preparing 
to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  captured  battery, 
the  British  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the  post 
re-occupied  by  the  Americans. 

The  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prison- 
ers, taken  at  the  battle  of  Mac  Prardies  plan-* 
tation,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  January,  1815,  and  five  miles 
below  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  consisted  of — 
killed,  700  ;  Vounded,  liOO  ^  prisoners,  500 — 
lotal  2600. 


288  HISTORY    OJ?    TUB    >VAR. 

Among  the  slain,  \veie  General  Sir  Edward 
Packenham,  the  eliief,  and  Gen.  Gibbs,  the  tliird 
in  command;  Gen.  Keane,  the  second  in  com- 
mand, was  severely  wounded.  Gen.  Lambert 
succeeded  to  the  command. 

His  total  loss,  in  the  different  engagements, 
"was  not  probably  less  than  3500 ;  and  was,  by 
many,  supposed  to  exceed  4000.  The  loss  to 
the  Americans,  on  the  8th,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  was  13 killed,  39  wounded,  and  19 missing; 
total  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  this  day,  71 ; 
of  this  number  there  were  but  6  killed,  and  7 
wounded,  in  the  action  of  the  line. 

The  enemy  intended  to  pass  Fort  Philip,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces  in  the 
attack  on  New- Orleans.  On  the  9th  January, 
at  liaU'  past  3,  P.  M.  the  enemy's  bomb  vessels 
opened  their  fire  against  the  fort,  from  4  sea- 
mortars,  2  of  them  13  inches,  and  2  of  10,  at  so 
great  a  distance,  that  the  shot  from  tlie  fort 
could  r:ot  reach  him.  The  enemy's  fire  contin- 
ued with  little  intermission,  and  with  little  in- 
terruption from  the  fort,  during  tke  10th,  11th, 
12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th  and  17th.  On  the 
evening  of  the  i7th,  a  heavy  mortar  was  got  in 
readiness,  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  with  great 
effect.  At  day  light  on  the  ISth,  the  enemy  re- 
tired, after  having  tljrown  upwards  of  1000  heavy 
shells,  hesides  small  shells,  from  the  howitzers, 
round  shot  and  grape,  Avhich  he  discharged  from 
boats,  under  cover  of  the  night.  Scarcely  t(tn 
feet  of  the  garrison  remained  untouched  ;  yat 
the  loss  of  men  was  small,  eonsisiiiig  of  2  killed, 
and  7  wounded.  This  saving  of  men  was  owing 
to  the  great  pains  taken  by  the  officers  to  keep 
their  men  under  cover. 

All  tiie  enemy's  movements,  after  the  action 
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of  the  8th  of  January,  were  calculated  to  secure 
his  retreat,  should  such  prove  necessary,  as  ap- 
pearances then  indicated  that  it  would.  Their 
intention  was,  however,  masked  hy  a  menacing 
attitude,  as  if  preparing  for  a  renewal  of  tlje  at- 
tack on  Jackson's  line.  They  had  erected  bat- 
teries to  cover  tlieir  retreat,  in  advantageous 
positions,  from  their  original  encampment  to  (he 
Jlayou,  through  which  they  entered  lake  Bourg- 
ne.  The  cannon  placed  on  these  batteries  eouid 
have  raked  a  pursuing  army  in  every  direction. 
The  situation  of  the  ground,  through  which  they, 
retired,  was  protected  by  canals,  redoubts,  en- 
trenchments, and  swamps  on  the  right ;  and  the 
river  on  the  left. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Jackson  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  prudence,  as  he  befope 
proved  his  courage^  and,  by  uniting  both  quali- 
ties, perfected  the  general.  Since  the  action  of 
the  8tb,  the  artillery,  on  both  sides  of  the  river? 
was  constantly  employed  in  annoying  the  enemy. 
An  attempt  to  storm  his  batteries  would  have 
produced  great  slaughter  among  the  American s> 
been  doubtful  of  success,  and  might  possibly 
have  induced  the  enemy  to  delay  his  departurco 
It  was  therefore  resolved  by  Gen.  Jackson  to  se- 
cure the  advantage  obtained,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible loss  or  hazard. 

All  hope  which  the  enemy  had  of  reducing 
fort  Philip,  had  vanished  ;  and  on  the  night  of 
the  18th  they  precipitately  decamped,  and  re- 
turned to  their  shipping,  leaving  behind  them  80 
of  their  wounded,  14  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
and  an  immense  number  of  ball,  having  destroy* 
ed  much  of  their  powder. 

Mr.  Shields,  purser  in  the  navy,  wrote  letters 
on  the  16th  and  17th  of  January,  to  Mr.  Niies^ 
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of  Baltimore,  containing  much  information,  frorn 
which  the  following  is  extracted  : 

«  The  day  after  the  gun-boats  were  taken,  I  was 
sent  down  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  ascertain  the  fate 
of  our  officers  and  men,  with  power  to  negotiate  an 
exchange,  especially  for  the  wounded.  But  the  en- 
emy would  make  no  terms — they  treated  the  flag 
xvith  contempt,  and  myself  and  the  surgeon,  who 
was  with  me,  as  prisoners,  until  the  18th  inst.  He 
has  now  lowered  his  tone,  and  begs  the  exchange 
ibat  we  offered.  Defeat  has  humbled  the  arrogance 
of  the  enemy,  nvho  had  firomised  his  soldiers  forty" 
eight  hours  pillage  and  rafiine  of  the  City  of  J^env- 
Orleans  !  r 

'  On  the  authority  of  judge  Poindexter,  it  is 
stated,  that  "the  watch-word  and  countersign 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  was 
BEAtTY  and  BOOTY.  Comment  is  unneees- 
sary  on  these  significant  allusions  held  out  to  a 
licentious  soldiery.  Had  \ictory  declared  on 
their  side,  the  scenes  of  Havre  de  Grace,  of 
Hampton,  of  Alexandria,  and  of  St.  Sebastians, 
would,  without  doubt,  hifve  been  re-acted  at  N. 
Orleans,  with  all  the  unfeeling  and  brutal  inhu- 
manity of  the  savage  foe  with  whom  we  are  con- 
tending." 

Thus  ended,  in  disgrace  and  discomfiture  to 
the  enemy,  an  expedition  which  occupied  seve- 
ral months  in  its  preparation,  and  was  compos- 
ed of  at  ^east  10,000  troops,  drawn  from  al- 
most every  part  of  the  world,  where  the  Bri- 
tish had  garrisons  or  soldiers.  Nothing  was 
left  undone  to  secuye  the  occupation  of  an  im- 
mense province,  and  the  command  of  a  river  ex- 
tending thousands  of  miles  through  the  most 
fertile  countries  in  the  world  ;  and  on  which  se- 
veral of  the  United  States  depended  as  sen  outlet 
and  market  for  their  produce. 
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.  That  a  permanent  oceupation  of  New- Orleans, 
and  the  state  of  Louisiana,  was  intended,  can 
scarcely  be  doubted.  The  fact  that  revenue 
and  olher  eivil  officers,  to  reside  at  New- Or- 
leans, were  on  board  the  fleet,  is  a  sutiieicnt 
evidence  of  this  fact,  as  well  as  it  is  of  the  ccr- 
taintj  with  which  victory  was  counted  on;  nor 
is  this  rendered  doubtful,  by  the  circumstance,, 
that  the  battle  was  fought  after  tite  treaty  of 
peace  was  ratified  by  the  British  government. 
The  expedition  against  New- Orleans  was  plan- 
ned long  before  tho  signing  of  peace,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  wavering  and  quibbling  policy  of 
Kngland  induced  the  American  eoramissioners 
at  Ghent,  to  write  to  their  government,  <«  that 
no  hopes  of  peace,  as  likely  to  result  from  it, 
(the  negotiation)  could  be  entertained." 
.  From  an  ofiicial  account,  it  appeared,  that 
the  nuniher  of  men  under  command  of  General 
Jackson,  and  actually  engaged  against  the  en- 
emy, on  the  Sth  January,  amounted  to  4,698.— 
The  enemy's  force,  by  his  own  account,  exceed- 
ed 10,000. 

By  an  article  in  a  Jamaica  paper,  of  the  3d 
December,  it  was  stated,  tliat  the  expedition 
then  prepared  to  go  against  the  United  States, 
under  command  of  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and 
Maj.  Gen.  Keane,  (the  same  that  afterwards  en- 
tered the  Mississippi,)  consisted  of  I  ship  of  SO 
guns,  5  of  74,  3  of  oO,  1  of  44,  6  of  38,  2  of  36, 
3  of  32,  3  of  16,  2  of  14,  and  3  of  6  guns— Total 
28  ;  carrying  1084  guns,  besides  a  great  num- 
ber of  cutters,  transports,  ke. 

On  the  21st  Jan.  Gen.  Jackson  directed  an  ad- 
dress to  be  publicly  read  at  the  head  of  each  of 
the  corps  composing  the  lines  near  New-Orleanso 
Jt  must  have  been  a  difficult  and  delieatetask  to 
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do  justice  to  individaals,  where  all  acted  so  well> 
proving,  in  the  general's  words,  "  that  a  rampart 
©f  high  minded  men  is  a  belter  defence,  than 
the  most  regular  fortification," 

This  address  contained  the  following  emphati- 
«al  paragraph. 

«  JReasoning  always  from  false  principles  they 
(the  enemy)  expected  little  opposition  from  men 
whose  officers  even  were  not  in  uniform,  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  rules  of  dress,  and  who  had  never 
been  caned  into  discipline — fatal  mistake  !  a  fire  in- 
cessantly kept  up,  directed  with  calmness,  and  with 
vmerring  aim,  strewed  the  field  with  the  brave  ofiir 
cers  and  men  of  the  column,  which  slowly  advanced, 
according  to  tii-e  most  approved  rules  of  European 
tactics^  and  was  cut  down  by  the  untutored  courage 
of  the  American  militia.  Unable  to  sustain  this  gal- 
ling and  unceasing  fire,  some  hundreds  nearest  the 
entrenchments  called  for  quarters,  which  was  grant*- 
ed — the  rest,  retreating,  were  rallied  at  some  dis* 
tance,  but  only  to  make  them  a  surer  mark  for  the 
grape  and  cannister  shot  of  our  artillery,  which, 
v.'ithout  exaggeration,  inotved  down  iv/iole  ranks  at 
every  discharge  ;  ^r\A,^\.\tVi^i\\^  they  precipitately 
retreated  from  the  field." 

The  following  officers  and  volunteers  are  par- 
ticularly noticed  by  the  general:  Generals  Cofr 
fee,  Carroll,  Adair,  De  Flanjac,  Villere,  Mor- 
gan, Humbert,  (acting  as  a  volunteer,)  Mexican ; 
Field  Marshal  Don  Juan  de  Anavar,  (volunteer;) 
Colonels  Ross,  Dyer,  Gibson,  Elliot,  M<Rea, 
Perry,  De  la  Ronde,  Ilaynes,  Piatt,  Anderson, 
(killed,)  and  Adjt.  Gem  Col.  Butler  ;  Lieut. 
Col.  Lauderdale,  (killed :)  Majors  Hinds,  Blan- 
che, Carmac,  St.  Geme,  Nicks,  Chotard,  Davis, 
Hampton,  Tatum,  Lacalliere  de  la  Tour,  and 
La  Caste  and  Dagain,  commanding  two  corps  of 
'coloured  menj    Captains  Baker,   Humphreys, 
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Savary,  Beal,  Oj^den,  Lewis,  Livin.i^ston,  Lefe- 
bpe,  Pianehard,  SmUIi,  Griiti'i,  Mahoa,  (killed,) 
Pace,*  (killed,)  and  the  brothers  Lafitte  and  Do- 
minique, and  Belluclie,  (Barratarians;)  Lieu- 
tenants M'Clellan,  (killed,)  Diipy,  Spotts,  Kerr, 
Alexis,  Crawford,  (killed.)  and  Leach ;  Com- 
modore Patterson,  Captain  Henley,  Lieutenants 
■Vorris  and  Growly,  and  Midshipman  Erasmus 
Watkins,  of  the  navy ;  Aids-de-camp  Tbos.  D. 
Butler,  John  Reed,  Livingston,  Duncan,  Grymes, 
i)uplessis,  and  De  Castera;  Doctors  Kerr  and 
Flood;  Judji;e  Lewis,  (volunteer;)  and  Messrs. 
Chauveau,  liinai't,  Latrobe,  Gilbert,  Bosquet, 
and  Decoin. 

Several  desperate  characters,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  foreigners,  natives  of 
different  countries,  had  associated  themselves 
into  a  band  of  pirates,  under  the  chief  Lafitte, 
and  liiid  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  island 
of  Barritaria,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  caused  this 
unlawful  establishment  to  be  broken  up.  The 
expedition  against  the  Barritarians,  took  posses- 
sion of  all  the  piratical  vessels,  their  prizes,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and  property, 
Avitliout  opposition,  on  the  16th  September,  1814, 
The  vessels  thus  taken,  consisted  of  six  schoo- 
ners, and  one  felucca,  cruisers  and  prizes  of  the 
pirates,  one  brig,  a  prize,  and  2  armed  schooners, 
both  in  line  of  battle  ^vith  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  pirates.  The  establishment  on  shore,  whicU 
Avas  also  taken  possession  of,  consisted  of  abont 
40  houses.  The  pirates  had  mounted  on  their 
vessels  20  pieces  «f  cannon,  of  different  calibres, 
and  their  number  consisted  of  between  800  an  I 
1000  men,  of  all  nations  and  colours.  The  ex- 
pedition against  the  pirates  was  under  eommantX 
z  % 
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of  Com.  Patterson,  of  the  riuvy,  liaving  on  board 
a  detachment  of  land  troops,  under  command  of 
Col.  Ross. 

The  Barritarian  pirates  took  part  in  the  de- 
fence of  New-Orleans,  against  the  ]5ritish,  and 
i^'ere  both  active  and  serviceabl-e.  }t  was,  also, 
satisfactorily  ascertained,  that  ihev  had,  previ- 
ous to  their  dispersion,  refused  an  alliance  with 
the  Bt'itish,  rejecting  the  most  seducing  terms 
of  invitation.  Induced,  by  these  considerations, 
and  at  the  recommendation  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  I^ouisiana,  the  President 
of  the  Unit-ed  States  granted  to  such  of  them 
as  aided  in  defence  of  New-Orleans,  a  full  par- 
don for  all  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  committed  previous  to  the  8th  Janu- 
ary, 1815. 

The  enemy,  after  being  defeated  near  New- 
Orleans,  turned  his  attention  to  the  state  of 
Georgia^  and,  from  appearances,  intended  a 
visit  to  Savannah.  The  unprepared  state  of 
Georgia,  and  the  dreadful  charat  ter  of  the  en- 
emy, caused  a  great  alarm  among  the  inhabi>^ 
tants  of  the  state. 

On  the  11th  January,  1815,  the  enemy,  to 
the  number  of  1500  or  2000  men,  effected  a 
landing  on  Cumberland  island.  On  the  13th, 
Point  Petre  was  carried  by  storm ;  and,  on  the 
following  day,  St.  Mary's  capitulated,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  flag  sent  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  The  enemy  evacuated  Point  Petre 
and  St.  Mary's,  the  21st  January,  after  burning 
tlie  barracks,  and  blow  ing  up  the  fort.  Had  the 
enemy  attempted  Savannah,  he  would  have  met 
a  reception  similar  to  that  experienced  at  New- 
Orleans.  No  people  ever  turned  out  more  gen- 
erally, or  with  more  alacrity,  thaji  the  men  of 
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ijreorgia.  The  militia,  in  every  part  of  tlic 
state,  were  in  motion,  when  the  news  of  peaee^ 
and  retreat  of  the  enemy,  reached  them.  While 
the  enemy  was  marching  against  Point  Petre, 
Capt.  Massias,  of  the  1st  U.  S.  rifle  corps,  at  the 
head  of  60  men,  attempted  to  oppose  1000,  com- 
mitted considerahle  havoc  among  the  enemy, 
and  retreated,  with  the  loss  of  1  killed,  4  wound- 
ed, and  9  missing. 

The  fortress  of  Mohile,  witliin  the  limits  of 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  had  heen  retained  hy 
the  Spaniards,  notwithstanding  its  purchase  hy 
the  United  States.  The  war  hetween  Great- 
Britain  and  the  United  States  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary to  occupy  this  place,  lest  it  should  fall 
into  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  On  the  15th 
April,  1813,  General  Wilkinson  appeared  hefore 
it,  at  the  head  of  a  respectahle  force  ;  when,  the 
garrison  heing  summoned  to  surrender,  the  Spa- 
nish troops  were  immediately  emharkedfor  Pen- 
saeola ;  and  Mohile  taken  possession  of  by  the 
United  States'  troops^. 

Pensacola,  although  a  Spanish  post,  was  not 
properly  entitled  to  the  character  of  neutral. — 
The  conduct  of  the  Spanish  governor  left  no 
doubt  as  to  his  attachment  to  the  British,  and 
his  hostile  disposition  toward  the  United  States. 

Pensacola  was  an  asylum  for  hostile  Indians; 
at  Pensacola,  they  were  armed,  provisioned,  and 
paid.  Pensacola  was  a  depot  of  British •krms, 
a  home  for  traitors  to  the  United  States,  and  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  every  ally  of  the  enemy, 
whether  white,  black,  or  red. 

As  soon  as  the  war  in  Europe  was  likely  to 
end,  and  Britain  at  liberty  to  direct  her  whole 
force  against  the  United  States,  the  understand- 
ing witbr  the  governor  of  Florida^  became  le»B 
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masked,  and  llie  Bnti«»li  officers  boldly  dated 
their  public  acts  iVom  *•'  Head-QiiarUrSi  Peiisa- 
cola,'* 

It  was,  under  these  circumstances,  determiu- 
ed  to  attack  the  British  at  their  head-quavlers, 
and  to  storm  tiie  town,  although  defended  by 
strong  batteries,  and  supported  bj  seven  armed 
British  vessel  in  the  bay.  On  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1814,  the  attack  was  made,  under  the  eom- 
iiiand  and  direction  of  Gen.  Jackson.  The  fol- 
lowing animated  report  of  the  assault,  was  made 
by  General  Jackson,  in  a  letter  to  Governor 
Early : 

*'  I  entered  sword  in  hand,  with  about  3000  brave 
followers,  in  the  face  of  Spanish  batteries,  and  a 
British  fleet  of  7  sail,  anchored  abreast  and  opposite 
the  town.  The  English,  by  intrigue  and  base  false- 
hood, induced  the  Spaniards  to  abandon  the  works 
commanding  the  harbour,  entered  them  and  blew 
them  up,  otherwise  they  would  have  fallen  a  sacri- 
fice to  their  own  plans.  When  this  took  place,  the 
fleet  being  at  liherty  to  go  out,  did  so ;  and  I  evacu- 
ated the  town,  leaving  the  Spaniards  favourably  im- 
pressed with  our  conduct,  and  disgusted  with  their 
British  friends." 

Fort  Bowycr  was  closely  besieged  by  land  and 
water,  on  the  8th  February,  1S15,  by  a  very 
large  force  of  the  enemy.  The  garrison  con- 
sisted 'of  360  men,  including  officers,  commanded 
by  lifcut.  Col.  W.  Lawrence.  The  enemy  ad- 
vanced by  regular  approaches,  and  was  within 
certain  musket  shot  of  the  parapets  of  the  fort, 
on  the  land  side,  when  the  garrisfon  was  surren- 
dered, on  the  12th,  by  capitulation. — There  were 
but  few  lives  lost  on  either  side. 

On  the  24th  February,  6  barges  of  the  enemy 
proceeded  up  the  river  St.  Mary's,  with  a  view 
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to  burn  the  mills  belonging  to  Mr.  A.  Clark. — 
They  were  opposed  by  a  few  patriots  from  the 
Florida  shore,  when  the  boats  tacked  about  to 
retreat ;  at  this  moment,  about  30  men  attacked 
them  from  an  ambush  on  the  opposite  shore. — 
The  enemy  was  thus  placed  between  two  fires, 
which  continued  to  gall  him  until  he  reached  a 
part  of  the  river,  where,  by  keeping  the  centre, 
he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fire  from  both 
shores.  The  enemy  lost  upwards  of  100  men. 
The  American:,  hao  only  one  man  wounded. 

The  U.  S.  ship  President,  Com.  Decatur,  sail- 
ed on  a  cruise  from  New-York,  the  14th  Janu- 
ary, 1815.  The  »liip,  in  going  over  the  bar, 
gi'ounded,  and  suffered  so  much  in  consequence, 
as  evidently  to  affect  her  sailing ;  and  was  the 
oause  of  her  subseqaent  capture,  by  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  At  5,  A.  M.  on  the  15th, 
the  President  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  squadron, 
consisting  of  the  Majestic,  razee ;  Endymion, 
Pomone,  Tenedos,  and  Despatch  Jbrig.  The 
injury  done  to  the  President,  when  she  ground- 
ed off  the  Hook,  prevented  her  outsailing  the 
enemy's  fleet.  The  Endymion  (mounting  fifty 
guns,  2*  pounders,  on  the  main  deck)  having  ap« 
proached  within  gun-shot,  commenced  a  firing 
at  5,  P.  M.  more  with  a  view  to  delay  than  to 
try  strength  with  the  President.  The  latter, 
however,  was  enabled  to  bring  her  guns  so  far 
to  bear,  as  to  silence  the  Endymion,  and  to  put 
her,  by  8  o'clock,  fully  out  of  combat,  so  much 
crippled,  that  she  could,  with  great  difficulty,  be 
worked,  or  kept  afloat.  The  near  approach  of 
the  other  ships,  obliged  the  President  to  aban- 
don a  vessel,  tha(  must,  if  not  supported  by  her 
consorts,  have  surrendered.  The  Pomone  and 
Tenedos,  came  up  and  engaged  the  President  at 
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the  same  time,  the  Majestic  heing  also  within 
gun-shot.  It  bei?ig  useless  and  imprudent  to 
engage  so  overpowering  a  force,  Com.  Decatur 
struck  his  iU'^^  and  went  on  board  the  Majes- 
tic, where  he  delivered  his  sw ord  to  Capt.  Ha^s,* 
the  senior  officer  of  the  squadron,  who  politely 
returned  it.  The  written  [rarole  granted  to 
Com.  Decatur,  specified  his  having  surrendered 
the  President  to  a  British  squadron  ;  thus  si- 
lencing those  who  wished  to  have  it  understood, 
(hat  the  Commodore  struck  his  flag  to  a  single 
ship.  The  prize  money,  arising  from  the  cap- 
lure  of  the  President,  was  divided  among  the 
crews  of  the  squadron,  by  Which  she  was  cap- 
tured. 

The  loss  on  board  the  enemy  could  not  be  as- 
certained ;  that  of  the  President  consisted  of  24 
killed,  and  50  w  ounded.  Among  the  killed,  were 
Lieutenants  Babbit,  Hamilton,  and  Dowell. 

Commodore  Decatur,  in  his  official  report, 
wrote  that  "  a  considerable  number  of  his  killed 
and  wounded  was  from  the  fire  of  the  Pomone; 
and  that  the  Endymion  had  on  board,  in  addition 
to  her  own  crew,  1  lieutenant,  1  master''^  mate, 
and  30  seamen,  belonging  to  the  Saturn ;  and 
when  the  action  ceased,  was  left  motionless  and 
unmanageable,  until  she  bent  new  sails,  rove  new 
riggingj  and  fished  her  spars  ;  nor  did  she  joisi 
the  squadron  until  six  hours  after  the  action,  and 
three  hours  after  the  surrender  ot*  the  Presi- 
dent." 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  Capt.  Stewart^ 
sailed  from  Boston,  in  December,  181*.  When 
ofi'  Madeira,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  Febru- 
ary,  1815,  she  fell  in  with  his  Britannic  majesty's 
ships  Cyane  and  Levant,  which  she  captured^ 
after  an  aetioa  of  40  minutes. 
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The  Cyaiie  is  a  frigate  built  ship,  mountiag 
3i  carriage  guns,  viz.  22  S2-pound  carronades 
on  the  gun-deck,  S  18-pound  carronades  on  the 
quarter-deck,  2  18-pound  carronades,  and  2 
long  9's,  on  the  forecastle,  Avith  a  complement 
0^180  men.  The  Levant  mounted  21  carriage- 
guns,  viz.  18  32-pound  carronades,  2  long  9's, 
and  a  shifting  12-pounder,  on  the  top-gallant 
forecastle,  with  a  complement  of  156  men. 
The  enemy's  vessels  suffered  severely  in  spars, 
rigging,  and  sails.  The  Constitution  received 
little  injury,  having  but  4  men  killed,  and  10 
wounded.  The  Cyane  had  7  killed,  and  17 
wounded  ;  the  Levant,  9  killed,  and  17  wounded. 
On  the  12th  March,  the  Constitution  and  her 
prizes,  fell  in  \\ith  three  British  frigates.  The 
frigates  kept  together,  in  chase  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, lest,  by  sepai'ating  they  might  be  captured 
in  succession.  The  Constitution  outsailed  and 
escaped  the  enemy's  squadron;  the  Cyane  arriv- 
ed at  Ne-w-York  ;  and  the  Levant  was  attacked 
and  taken  by  the  British  squadron,  in  the  har- 
bour of  Porto  Pray  a,  in  the  Island  of  St.  Jago^ 
m  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  and 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  The  Constitu- 
tion arrived  safely  in  the  United  States. 

On  the  19th  July?  1S13,  the  U.  S.  brig  of  war 
Syren,  of  16  guns,  was  captured  after  a  chase 
of  11  hours,  by  his  Britannic  majesty's  frigate 
Med  way.  During  the  chase  the  Syren  threw 
overboard  all  her  guns,  boats,  anchors,  cables, 
and  spars. 

On  the  25th  May,  1815,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  informed  Congress,  that  his  ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  Russia,  had  offered  his 
mediation,  in  order  to  facilitate  a  peace  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  United  Statcs>  that  the 
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offer  was  accepted  by  the  President,  and  that 
three  citizens  had  been  commissioned  to  treat 
accordingly. 

On  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  December  fol- 
lowing, the  President,  in  his  message  to  bo(h 
houses,  informed  them,  that  Great-Britain  had 
declined  negotiating  under  the  mediation  of 
Hussia. 

Notwithstanding  this  refusal  of  the  British 
government,  to  accept  the  Russian  mediation, 
the  British  ambassador,  at  the  court  of  St,  Pe- 
tersburg, directed  a  letter,  in  September,  to  the 
Russian  government,  intimating  a  desire  to 
treat  immediately  with  the  American  plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  secretary  of  state  to  his 
BQitannic  majesty,  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  above 
note  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  November,  to  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  proposing  that  the  two  go- 
vernments  would  enter  into  direct  negotiation, 
for  a  termination  of  the  war,  on  terms  that 
would  be  mutually  advantageous ;  and  that  the 
negotiations  would  be  entered  into  at  Gotten- 
burg  or  London.  The  proposition  was  prompt- 
ly acceded  to  by  the  American  governmeut,  fix- 
ing on  Gottenburg  as  the  place  of  negotiation. 

The  senate  confirmed,  on  the  lUth  January, 
1814,  the  nomination,  by  the  President,  of  Johi> 
Quincy  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry  Clay, 
and  Jonathan  Russell,  as  ministers  to  treat  for 
peace  with  British  commissioners  at  Gotten- 
burg. It  was  afterward  agreed,  that  the  treaty 
should  be  held  at  Ghent. 

So  indecisive  and  equivocating  was  the  con- 
duct of  British  ministers,  that  many  persons 
doubted  whether  any  commissioners  wouW  be 
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appointed  on  the  part  of  Britain ;  and,  >vhen 
appointed,  it  was  pretty  generally  believed  that 
the  appointment  was  merely  proformUf  without 
any  intention  to  agree  to  reasonable  terms  of 
peace. 

The  British  government  appointed,  as  their 
commissioners,  Lord  Gambier,  Henry  Goulburn, 
Esq.  and  William  Adams,  Esq.  These  person- 
ages arrived  at  Ghent  the  6th  August. 

At  the  first  meeting  with  the  American  com- 
missioners, terms  were  offered  on  the  part  of 
England,  so  degrading  and  offensive  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  them  ; 
and,  as  some  of  them  were  offered  in  the  form 
of  a  sine  qua  non,  there  remained  not  a  hope  of 
a  speedy  negotiation  of  hostilities. 

The  news,  when  arrived  in  the  United  States, 
roused  at  once  the  pride  and  the  energy  of  tire 
nation  ;  and  produced  an  union  of  sentiment,  that 
presaged  future  glory  and  success. 

It  was  now  evident,  that  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent,  hung  on  those  then  pending  before  a  con- 
gress of  the  ministers  of  several  potentates,  as- 
sembled at  Vienna,  foh  settling  a  general  peace 
in  Europe. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  the  task  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  congress  at  Vienna,  was  difficult. 
Wrapped  up  in  state  secrecy,  and  influenced  by 
state  intrigues,  the  course  of  negotiation  at  Vi- 
enna, was,  in  a  great  degree,  withheld  from  the 
public  eye.  The  continued  armaments  of  Eu- 
ropean powers,  and  the  military  parade  with 
which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  appeared  in  Bel- 
gium, even  before  the  Emperor  of  Elba  ceased 
to  be  a  pensioner  of  Louis  XVIII,  led  to  the  sus- 
picion, that  the  rights  of  European  sovereigns 
must  be  settled  by  a  new  effusion  of  the  blood  of 
their  subjects. 

Aa 
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"Whatever  motive  may  have  influenced  the 
British  government,  it  is  certain,  that  a  very 
sudden  change  of  tone  was  produced  on  their 
part.  The  consequence  was,  that  a  treaty  of 
peace,  hetween  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  was  signed  at  Ghent,  the  2ith  December, 
1814,  by  Lord  Gambier,  Henry  Goulburn,  and 
"William  Adams,  as  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  England ;  and  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  J.  A. 
Bayard,  Henry  Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  as  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States ;  ratified  at  London  the  28th 
of  the  same  month,  and  ratified  at  the  city  of 
"Washington,  on  the  17th  February,  1815. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  bei;ig  considered 
honourable  to  the  country,  and  satisfactory  to 
the  citizens,  their  ratification  was  followed  by 
the  most  general  and  enthusiastic  joy,  accom- 
panied by  illuminations,  &c.  &c.  in  every  part  of 
the  union. 

Measures,  early  as  possible,  were  taken  to 
bring  home,  and  restore  to  their  country  and 
friends,  a  great  number  of  American  prisoners, 
confined  in  the  depots  in  England.  Among 
these  were  many,  who,  having  been  impressed, 
and  foiced  to  serve  the  British  government  for 
many  years  before  the  war,  had,  on  that  occa- 
sion, refused  to  fight  against  their  country  and 
friends ;  and  were,  in  consequence,  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  although  not  taken  in  time  of 
war-,  or  in  arms. 

An  unfortunate  event  prevented  many  of  the 
unhappy  prisoners  from  revisiting  their  country; 
or  sent  them  to  it,  with  marks  of  British  bar- 
barity, which  will  remain  on  them  for  lite. 

On  the  6th  April,  1815,  Capt.  T.  G.  Short- 
land,  keeper  of  the  prison  of  Dartmoor,  having 


HISTORY    OF   THE    WAR.  305 

discovered  a  small  hole  in  one  of  the  inner  walls 
of  the  prison,  made  it  a  pretext  for  draSving  out 
the  arm^  against  the  prisoners.  The  alarm  bell, 
instead  of  causing  the  prisoners  to  retreat  to 
tlieir  prisons^,  induced  many  of  them  to  press 
forward  to  discover  the  cause :  this  was  certain- 
ly more  a  proof  of  innocence,  than  of  any  pre- 
meditated attempt  to  escape  from  a  place, 
M  hence  they  must  have  been  soon  released,  with- 
out the  risk  of  life.  The  measures  taken,  by 
order  of  Shortland,  previous  to  the  massacre, 
were  calculated  to  prevent  the  return  of  the 
prisoners  who  were  thus  left  the  more  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  soldiery.  While  thus  embar- 
rassed, they  were  charged  by  tlie  soldiery ;  and 
while  running  in  great  confusion  to  discover  the 
few  doors  left  open  for  their  escape  into  the  pri- 
son, they  were  fired  on  by  the  centinels  on  the 
walls.  In  this  manner,  7  were  killed,  and  60 
wounded.  A  committee  of  the  prisoners  investi- 
gated this  transaction,  and  gave  in  their  report, 
all  the  appearance  of  a  foul  and  premeditated 
murder. 

The  British  government  in  order  to  lessen  this 
stigma  on  its  officers,  agreed  to  have  an  investi- 
gation made  by  two  persons,  one  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  British  minister,  the  other  by  the 
American.  F.  S.  Larpent  was  appointed  by  the 
former,  and  Charles  King  by  the  latter.  The  re- 
port of  these  commissioners  certainly  softened 
the  apparent  culpability  of  Shortland,  but  the 
eoriectness  of  the  report  has  been  denied  by  the 
prisoners,  not  by  any  wilful  representation  of  the 
commissioners,  but  from  a  want  of  sufficient  in- 
formation or  inquiry.  ^ 

The  subject  of  Dartmoor  is  referred  to,  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  readers  to  the  peri* 
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od  of  the  massacre,  hwt  without  the  intention  of 
entering  into  a  detail,  which  the  present  limits 
will  not  ailow. 

Although  a  ratified  treaty  of  peace  had  been 
exchanged,  at  Washington,  on  the  17th  Febru- 
ary, yet  by  its  articles,  captures  made  in  distant 
seas  were  allowed,  until  certain  periods  after  the 
date  of  ratification.  The  events  produced  during 
this  time,  proved  both  honourable  and  advanta- 
geous to  the  Americans. 

At  half  past  10,  A.  M.  the  23d  March,  1815, 
Captain  Biddle,  commanding  the  United  States' 
sloop  Hornet,  being  off  the  north  end  of  the  is- 
land of  Tristan  d'Acunha,  discovered  a  sail  to 
die  southward  and  eastward.  He  immediately 
made  sail  for  her.  At  1,  40,  P.  M.  an  action 
commenced.  After  a  well  fought  engagement, 
•of  22  minutes,  the  enemy  cried  for  quarters,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  victorious  Ameri- 
can. She  proved  to  be  his  Britannic  majesty's 
brig  Penguin,  mounting  10  32-pound  carronades, 
2  long  twelves,  a  12-pound  carronade  on  the  top- 
gallant forecastle,  with  swivels  on  the  eapstern  in 
the  tops;  she  had  a  spare  port  forward,  so  as  to 
light  both  her  long  guns  of  a  side.  The  enemy 
had  a  complement  of  132  men,  4  2  of  whom  were 
supernumerary  marines,  from  the  Medway,  74f. 
After  the  prisoners  were  removed,  and  some  pro- 
visions and  stores  taken  from  the  Penguin,  she 
was,  by  order  of  Captain  Biddle,  scuttled  and 
sunk,  her  crippled  and  riddled  state  renderingit 
unadvisable  to  attempt  sending  her  to  the  United 
States. 

"  This  ship,  (said  Captain  Biddle,  in  his  official 
report,)  did  not  receive  a  single  shot  in  her  hull,  nor 
any  material  wound  in  her  spars ;  the  rigging  and 
sails  were  very  much  cut ;  but  having  bent  a  new 
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set  of  sails,  and  knotted  and  secured  our  rigging,  we 
are  now  completely  ready,  in  all  respects,  for  any 
service.  We  were  eight  nnen  short  of  complement, 
and  had  nine  upon  the  sick  list,  the  morning  of  the 
action." 

The  enemy  acknowledged  a  loss  of  fourteen 
killed,  and  twenty-eight  wounded ;  but  Mr. 
Mayo,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  prize,  said  that 
the  number  was  certainly  greater.  Capt.  Dick- 
enson, the  commander  of  the  Penguin,  was  kil- 
led, and  the  boatswain,  second  lieutenaut,  pur- 
ser, an<l  two  midshipmen,  wounded.  Each  of 
the  midshipmen  lost  a  leg. 

Tlie  ofiicers  of  the  Penguin  relate,  that,  dur- 
ing the  action  with  the  Hornet,  a  thirty-two 
pound  shot  came  in  at  the  after-port  of  the  Pen- 
guin, on  the  larboard  side — carried  away  six 
legSf  killed  the  powder  boy  of  the  division,  cap- 
sised  the  opposite  gun  on  the  starboard  side, 
passed  through  the  port,  and  "  sunk  in  sullen 
silence  to  the  bottom." 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  left  a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  pi- 
rates of  Africa,  to  prey  on  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Americans.  The  Algerines  de- 
clared war,  and  fitted  out  a  fleet  accordingly. 

Having  given  in  pages  21  and  22,  the  list  of 
the  American  Navy,  as  it  stood  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Great-Britain,  it 
may  be  considered  interesting  to  know  how  the 
Lilliputian  navy  stood  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
which  was  to  "  blow  it  out  of  the  water."  The 
following  is  the  naval  list  of  shipping,  in  April, 
1S46.  Those  vessels,  whose  names  are  marked 
(=*)  are  such  as  remain  of  the  naval  force  before 
the  war.  Those  marked  (§)  are  building.  Those 
marked  in  ItuUc  are  such  as  were  captured  from 
A  a  2 
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the  British,  during  the  >var.  The  rest  have  heen 
built  or  purchased  during  the  war.  Those  that 
are  blank  have  no  arDiament  at  present. 


Rates.  Names  of  Vessels. 

74  Ship  Independence 

74  •  Washington 

74  Franklin 

74  New-Orleans  § 

74  Chippewa  § 

44  Guerriere,  flag  ship 

44  United  States* 

44  Java 

44  Constitution  * 

44  Plattsburgh  \ 

44  Superior 

;^6  Constellation* 

86  Congress  * 

:iQ  Macedonian 

32  Mohawk 

32  Confiance 

28  Cyane 

*J4  Saratoga 

24  John  Adams 

24  General  Pike 

20  Madison 

20  JUrt 

18  Hornet  * 

18  Wasp 

18  Peacock 

18  Ontario 

18  Erie 

18  Louisiana  * 
18  Brig  Jefferson 

18  Jones 

J8  EperticY 
38  Niagara 
18  Lawrence 

18         Detroit 
18         Eagle 
16         Sylph 
"16         Chippewa 
16         Qn/em  CharlotU 
16         Saranac 
16         Linnet 
16         Boxer 
16         Troup 
14         Oneida 
14         Enterprize  * 
"32  Flambeau 

12         Firefly 
12         Spark 
10         Hunter 
9        Frcfmetheus 


Commanders. 


Station,  ^c. 


Com.  Wm.  Bainbridge  Boston 
Capt.  I.  Chaoncey  do. 

Philadelphia 
Sacket's  Harbor 
do.       do. 
Com.  S.  Decatur  Boston 

J.  Shaw  Mediterranean 

O.  H.  Perry  do. 

C.  Stewart  Bdston 

Sacket's  Harbor 
do.        do. 
C.  Gordon  Mediterranean 

C.  Morris  Mediterranean 

L.  Warrington  do. 

Sacket's  Harbor 
l^ke  Champlaitt 
New  York 
Lake  Champlaia 
E.  Treuchard  Mediterranean 

W.  Wl,  Crane  Sacket's  Harbor 

do.         do. 
W.  Stewart  Mediterranean 

J.  Biddle  New-York 

J.  Blakely  At  Sea 

L.  Rodger*^  New-York 

J.  D.  Elliot  Mediterranean 

C.  P.  Ridgely  do. 

C.  C.  B.  ThompsMi     New-Orleans 

Sacket's  Harbor 
M.  T.  Woolsey  do.        do. 

J.  Downs  At  sea 

Lake  Erie 
Erie,  Penn. 

do.    do. 
Lake  Champlaia 
Sacket's  Harbor 
P.O.  Read  New-York 

Erie,  Penn. 
New-York 
Lake  Champlain 
J.  Porter  New-York 

Savannah 
T.  Brown  Sacket's  Harbor 

L.  Kearny  New- York 

J.B.Nicholson  Do. 

0.  W.Rodgers  Do." 

T.  Gamble  Do. 

Erie,PeDl5. 
A.  S.  WadswoTth       Boston 
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RaU 

es.    ffames  of  Fesseli . 
Ghent 

Commanders. 

Station,  S{c, 

5 

Erie,  Penn. 

3 

Caledonia 

Do.    do. 

Etna,  bomb 

L.  Alexis 

New-Orleans 

17 

Schr.  Ticonderoga 

Lake  Charaplais 

14 

Nonsuch 

Trant 

West-Indies 

II 

Spitfire 

A.  J.  Dallas 

New-York 

10 

Torch 

W.  Chauncey 

Do. 

10 

r^dy  Preimt 

Erie,  Penu. 

9 

Tom  Bowline 

Hoffman 

New-York 

J) 

Alligator 

New-York 

7 

Roanoke 

B.  D.  Conkley 

Wilmington,  N.  Cc 

7 

Firebrand 

New-Orleans 

7 

Surprise 

Do. 

8 

Conquest 

Sacket's  Harbour 

5 

Hornet 

F.  Forrest 

Washington,  D.  C, 

J 

Lynx 

T.  Dukehart 

New-York 

4 

Fair  American 

Sacket's  Harbour 

4 

Helen 

Newcastle,  Del. 

3 

Despatch 

Norfolk 

3 

Asp 

W.  AtkiusoD 

Baltimore 

3 

Porcupine 

Erie,  Penn. 

3 

Lady  of  the  Lai 

ce 

Sacket's  Harbour 

3 

Pert 

Do.            do. 

o 

Governor  Tompkins 

Do.             do. 

1 

Ranger 

Baltimore 

1 

Ontario 

Sacket's  Harbour 

1 

Amelia 

Erie,  Pena 

2 

Agp 

Sacket's  Harbour 

1 

RaveD 

Do.             do. 

12 

Sloop-  President 

Lake  Champlain 

11 

Finch 

Do.           do. 

n 

Chubb 

Do.           do. 

7 

Preble 

Do.           do. 

6 

Montgomery 

Do.           do. 

5 

BufFaloe 

Philadelphia 

b 

Camel 

Do. 

2 

Tickler 

l^ew-Orleans 

2  < 

Salley  Allen 

Lake  Champlaie 

2 

Burrows 

Do.           do. 

2 

Boxer 

Do.           do. 

2 

Nettle 

Do.           do. 

2 

Viper 

Do.          do. 

2 

Centipede 

Do.          do. 

3 

Ludlow 

Do.          do. 

1 

Wilraer 

Do.           do. 

1 

Alwyn 

Do.           do. 

1 

Ballard 

Do.           do. 

Ketch  Spitfire 

Norfolk 

Vesuvius* 

New-York 

Veoeeaoce 

Do. 

Barges  from  No.  1  to  15, 

inclusive,  on  Lake  Ontario,  mounting  each 

guns,  and  now  at  Sacket's  Harbour. 

The  old  gun-boats  have  been  chijefly  £ol<Js 
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It  would  be  a  curious  question  in  political  ariih^ 
metic,  to  determine  what  number  of  American  ships 
and  their  rates,  would  be  sufficient  to  destroy  the 
British  navy,  taking  the  naval  events  of  the  late  war 
as  a  scale  by  which  to  calculate  ;  and  how  long  it 
would  take  to  provide  the  necessary  number  of  ves- 
sels, taking  the  increase  of  the  navy,  during  the  war^ 
as  a  ratio. 

LIST  OF  AMERICAN  PRIZES, 

Which  have  arrived,  or  been  "  Satisfactorily  ac- 
counted for,"  with  the  name  of  the  Privateers,  See. 
and  the  number  captured  by  each  vessel,  during 
the  war. 

(From  Nilea*  Register.) 


Abaellino  of  Boston 

10 

U.  S.  ship  Adams 

lO 

Boat  Alert,  of  Burlington,  Lake  GhamplaiiJ 

I 

Alexander  of  Salem 

3 

Alfred  of  Salem 

ly 

Amelia  of  Bath 

1 

Amelia  of  Baltimore 

21 

America  of  Salem 

34 

Anaconda  of  N.  York 

3 

Argo  of  Baltimore 

1 

U.  S.  hrig  Argus 

24- 

Argus  of  Boston 

4 

Atlass  of  Philadelphia 

2 

Avon  of  Boston 

2 

Baltimore  of  Baltimore 

2 

JBellona  of  Philadelphia 

2 

U.  S.  Barges 

5 

Black  Joke  of  New-York 

2 

Blakely  of  Boston 

3 

Boats  from  BufFaloe 

3 

Brutus  of  Boston 

9 

Buckskin  of  Salem 

4 

Bunkerhill  of  N.  York- 

6 

Cadet  of  Salem 

2 

Caroline  of  Baltimore 

29 

Catharine  of  Boston 

1 

Champlain  Privateer 

1 

Charles  Stewart  of  Boston 

1 

Chasseur  of  Baltimore 

07. 

€hauncey's  squadron  on  Lake  ©ntar-ie 

U.  S.  frigate  Chesapeake 

22 

4 

€omet    of  Baltimore, 

29 

U.  S.  frigate  Congress 

4 

Ij.  S.  frigate  CoBstitutJao. 

12.; 
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Custom  House  Barge 

1 

Dart  of  Portland 

6 

Dash  of  Portland 

9 

David  Porter  of  N.  York 

H 

David  Porter  of  Boston 

8 

Decatur  of  Newburyport 

6 

Decatur  of  Charleston 

U 

Delisle  of  Baltimore 

3 

Diamond  of  Baltimore 

1 

Diomede  of  Salem 

1 

Divided  we  fall  of  New-York 

i6 

Dolphin  of  Baltimore 

7 

Dolphin  of  Salem 

17 

Dromo  of  Boston 

1 

Eagle  of  Charleston 

'     3 

Eliza 

1 

17.  S.  brig  Enterprize 

5 

U.  S.  frigate  Essex 

i2 

Essex  Junior 

3 

Expedition  of  Baltimore 

4 

Fair  Tradei-  of  Salem 

7 

Fairy  of  Baltimore 

2 

Fame  of  Salem 

10 

Fame  of  Thomastown 

Flirtof  N.York 

1 

Fly 

2 

Fox  of  Salem 

4 

Fox  of  Baltimore 

2 

Fox  of  Portsmouth 

2a 

Franklin  of  N.  York 

9 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Frolic 

1 

FioHc  of  Salem 

12 

Full  blooded  Yankee 

1 

Galloway  of  N.  York 

1 

General  Armstrong  of  New-York 

18 

General  Stark  of  Salem 

4 

General  Putnam  of  Salem 

I 

Globe  of  Baltimore 

7 

Gossamerof  Boston 

1 

Governor  Tompkins  of  N.  York 

22 

Governor  M'Kean  of  Philadelphia 

3 

Governor  Plumer  of  Portsmouth 

3 

Grampus  of  Baltimore 

7 

Grand  Turk  of  Salem 

21 

Growler 

4 

U.  S.  Gun-boats 

20 

Harpy  of  Baltimore 

13 

Harrison  of  Baltimore 

8 

Hawk  of  Washington  N.  C. 

1 

Hazard 

1 

Henry  Guilder  of  N.  Y, 
Herald  ofN.  York 

1 

s 

Hero  of  N.  York 

5 

Hero  of  Newbern 

HeroofStonington 

{ 

High  Flyer  of  Baltimore 

i" 

% 
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Holkar  of  N.York  .5 

Boat  Holkar  1 

Hope  1 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Honaet  '4 

Hunter  1 

Ida  of  Baltimore  1 

Ida  of  Boston  I 

Industry  of  Lynn  3 

Industry  of  Marblehead  l 

Industry  of  Salem  3 

Ino  of  Boston  2 

Invincible  of  N.  York  5 

Invincible  of  Salem  4 

Jack's  Favourite  of  New-York  6 

Jacob  Jones  of  Boston  3 

James  Munroe  5 

vTeffer?on    of  Salem  6 

Joel  Barlow  2 

Jonquil  of  N.  York  5 

John  of  Salem  M 

John  and  George                                         -  * 

Kemp  of  Paltimore  56 

Lady  Madison  of  WilmiDgtoD  N .  C,  1 

On  Lake  Superior  2 

On  Lake  Huron  3 

On  Lake  Champlaia  8 

Lark                    ^  I 

Lawrence  of  Baltimore  14 

Leach  of  Salem  2 

Leader  of  Providence  R.  1 .  1 

Leander  of  Providence  I 

Leo  of  Baltimore  ^4 

Leo  of  Boston  8 

Liberty  of  Baltimore  7 

Little  George  of  Boston  I 

Letter  of  Marque,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C  2 

Lovely  Cordelia  of  Charleston  20 

Lovely  Lass  of  Charleston  1 

Lyon  of  Marblehead  4 

Macedonian  of  Baltimore            -  1 

Macedonian  of  Boston  6 

Macedonian  of  Portsmouth  9 

Madison  of  Salem  7 

Marengo  of  N.  York  8 

Mammoth  of  Baltimore  28 

M'Donoughof  Rhode-Islaad  2 

M'Donough  of  B  oston  7 

Mars  of  Norfolk  3 

Mars  of  N.  York  4 

Mars  of  New  London  2 

M'.irv  Ann  of  CharlestoQ  5 

Matilda  of  Philadelphia  I 

Midas  of  Baltimore  10 

On  Mobile  Bay  2 

Morgiana  of  N.  York  ti 

Montgomery  of  Salci»  t» 
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Nancy  1 

Ned  of  Baltimore  1 

Non{)ariel  of  Charleston  1 

Nonsucli  of  Baltimore  4 

U.  S.  schooner  Nonsuch  I 

Orders  in  Council  of  New- York  5 

Orlando  of  Gloucester  3 

Patriot  of  New- York  S 

Paul  Jones  of  New- York  11 

Perry  of  Baltimore                            _  24 

-Com,  Perry's  squadron  on  Lake  Erie  9 

United  States'  sloop  of  war  Peacock  15 

Patapsco  of  Baltimore  3 

Pike  of  Baltimore  13 

Pilot  of  Baltimore  3 

Polly  of  Salem  7 

Portsmouth  of  Portsmouth  N.  H.,  9 

Poor  Sailor  of  Charleston  1 

Prince  of  Meufchatel  35 

Rambler  of  Bristol                                " .  2 

Rambler  of  Boston  5 

Ranger  of  Boston  3 

Rapid  of  Boston  4 

Rapid  of  Charleston  4 

United  States'  brig  Rattlesnake  4 

Rattlesnake  of  Philadelphia  25 

Regulator  1 

Reindeer  of  Boston  6 

Resolution  of  Boston  1 

Retaliation  of  New-York  1 

Revenge  of  Baltimore  9 

Revenge  of  Norfolk  2 

Revenge  of  Philadelphia  3 

Revenge  of  Salem  5 

Revenue  Cutters  5 

Roger  of  Norfolk  8 

Roger  of  Baltimore  3 

Rolla  of  Baltimore  11 

Commodore  Rodgers's  squadroa  19 

Rosamond  of  New-York                   *  3 

Rossie  of  Baltimore  1 4 

Rover  of  N.  York  1 

Row  boat  privateer  2 

Sabine  of  Baltimore  _  5 

At  Sandy  Creek  by  riflemeR  5 
Sarah  Ann  of  Baltimore                                         '     1 

Saranac  of  Baltimore  2 

Saratoga  of  N.  York  19 
Scourge  of  N.  York                                             -       29 

Saucy  Jack  of  Charl^sto*  2f 

Shark  of  N.  York  I 

Sine-qua-non  of  Boston  I 

Scorpion  of  Salem  2 

Siro  of  Baltimore  1 

^ap  Di-agon  of  Newbern  N.  C,  28 
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Snowbird  of  Salem 

.  2 

Sparrow  of  Baltimore 

■  2 

Sparkof  N.  York 

3 

Spy  of  New-Orleans 

1 

Surprise  of  Baltimore 

36 

Boat  Surprise  and  Boat  Swiftsure 

2 

Spencer  of  Philadelphia 

Y 

Squando  of  Portsmouth  N.  H. 

1 

United  States'  brig  Syren 

2 

Syren  of  Baltimore 

7 

On  the  St.  Lawrence 

8 

Teazer  of  N.  York 

13 

Terrible  (boat) 

5 

Thomas  of  Portsmouth 

5 

Thorn  of  Mavblehead 

i 

Thrasher 

1 

Timothy  Pickering 

1 

Tom  of  Baltimore 

4 

True-blooded  Yankee 

27 

Two  Brothers  6f  New-Orleans 

1 

Two  Friends  of  Massachusetts 

1 

Tuckahoe  of  Baltimore 

2 

U.  b.  frigate  United  States 

T 

UUtor  of  Baltimore 

19 

United  We  Stand  of  Nevr-York 

Upton  (a  prize  ship) 

I 

Viper  of  N.  York 

'i 

Viper  of  Salem 

1 

Warrior  of  N.  York 

9 

U.  P.  ship  of  war  Wasp 

16 

Wasp  of  Baltimore 

2 

Wasp  of  Philadelphia 

2 

Wasp  of  Salem 

1 

Washington  of  Portland 

1 

Waterwich  of  Bristol 

1 

Whig  of  Baltimore 

14 

W'iley  Reynard  of  Boston 

4 

Whale  boat 

1 

Yankee' of  Bristol  R.  I 

38 

Yankee  (smack) 

2 

Yorktown  of  N.  York 

5 

Y'ork  of  Baltimore 

10 

Young  Eagle  of  N.  York 

2 

Yotmg  Teazer  of  N  York 

6 

Young  Wasp  of  Philadelphia 

11 

Sundry  vessels,  names  not  ascertained 

16 

Total,  1634 
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ALGEMNE  WAR. 

The  Dey  of  Algiers  took  advantage  of  lli€ 
war  between  England  and  the  United  States,  as 
a  convenient  opportunity  to  attack  the  trade,  and 
to  capture  the  citizens  of  the  latter  power.  On 
the  23d  February,  1815,  the  following  confiden- 
tial message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  delivered  to  both  houses  of  congress  z 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Refiresentatives  of  the 
United  States. 

Congress  will  have  seen,  by  the  communication 
from  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Al- 
giers, laid  before  them  oh  the  J  7th  November,  1813, 
the  hostile  proceedings  of  the  Dey  against  that  func- 
tionary. These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more 
overt  and  direct  warfare  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  trading  in  the  Mediterranean,  some  of 
whom  are  still  detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them, 
and  are  treated  with  the  rigour  usual  on  the  coast  of 
Barbary. 

The  considerations  which  rendered  it  unnecessary 

and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 

the  part  of  the  United  States,  being  new  terminated 

by  the  peace  with  Great-Britain,   which   opens  the 

'  B  b 
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prospect  of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  their 
citizens  within  the  range  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I 
recommend  to  congress  the  expediency  of  an  act 
declaring  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war  between  the 
United  Slates  and  the  Dey  of  Algiers  ;  and  of  such 
provisions  as  may  be  requisite  for  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  it  to  a  successful  issue. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washingt on^  i^e 6.  23,1815. 

A  law  of  congress  was,  after  the  usual  forms, 
passed,  empowering  tlic  President  lo  take  mea- 
sures for  the  prote  tion  of  the  commerce  and 
hcamen  of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  employ 
rbe  public  armed  vessels,  aj.d  to  commission  pri- 
vate armed  vessels,  to  act  oftVnsively  against  the 
vessels,  goods,  eficcts,  and  subjects  of  the  Dey 
of  Algiers. 

This  measure  was  not  adopted  until  after  the 
most  satisfactory  assurances  of  the  hostility  of 
the  Dey,  and  that  be  bad  actually  put  an  end,  by 
liis  unprovoked  aggressions,  to  the  treaty  sub- 
sisting between  liim  and  the  United  States.  In 
July,  1S12,  the  Dey  extorted  fronr  the  American 
consul  general,  a  large  sum  of  money,  in  lieu  of 
a  quantity  of  military  stoics,  wbicb  he  refused  to 
accept,  falsely  alledging  that  they  were  not  equal 
in  quality  or  quantity  to  those  stipulated  by  the 
existing  treaty ;  and  then  compelled  the  consul 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  quit  bis  do- 
minions. On  the  2.5tb  August  following,  the 
American  brig  Edwin,  of  Salem,  was  taken  by 
un  Algerine  corsair,  and  carried  into  Algiers,  as 
a  prize.  Mr.  Pollard,  of  Norfolk,  being  found 
«n  board  a  Spanish  vessel,  was  also  detained  as 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Captain  Smith, 
the  master  ;i"thc  Edwin,  and  Mr.  Pollard,  were 
iiot  confined  to  bard  labour;  but  the  rest  of  the 
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captaios,  wiih  the  exccptioa  of  two  of  tlieni, 
whos'j  release  has  been  efft'eted,  under  circum- 
stances not  indicating  uny  change  of  hostile  tem- 
per on  the  part  of  the  Dey,  v*'ere  sulyeeted  to  the 
well  known  horrors  of  Algcrinc  slavery.  An 
effort  of  the  United  States'  government,  to  effect 
the  release  of  these  citizens,  by  treaty,  and  the 
payment  of  a  hirge  sum  of  money,  had  failed. 

There  never  was  a  war  commenced  with  a 
greater  share  of  general  approbation;  and  it  re- 
mained a  wonder,  that  one  public  journal,  (the 
Connecticut  Mirror)  should  condemn  a  measure 
which  had  for  its  object  the  releasement  from 
slavery  of  eleven  American  citizens,  the  punish- 
ment of  barbarians,  justly  detested  by  the  civili- 
zed world ;  and  the  putting  into  glorious  prac= 
tice,  the  popular  sentiment,  <«  millions  for  de- 
fence,  but  not  a  cent  for  tribute.'^ 

A  private  letter  from  Lisbon,  dated  2d  May? 
1815,  stated,  on  the  authority  of  advices  fron* 
Cadiz,  that  the  Algerine  admiral  had  put  to  sea, 
with  a  fleet  consisting  of  4  frigates,  6  corvettes, 
2  brigs,  1  zehec,  1  schooner,  1  galley,  40  gun- 
boats, and  lli)omhards,in  all  66  vessels,  mount- 
ing 't6S  guns,  and  having  on  board *7i5  men  ;  the 
supposed  object  was  to  cruise  for  American  ves- 
sels. 

The  force  destined  by  the  United  States,  to 
punish  the  enemy,  was  to  consist  of  the  Inde- 
pendence, 7'i,  Giierriere,  4i,  Macedonian,  38, 
Congress  and  Constellation,  36,  Erie,  Ontario, 
andKpervier,  18,  Chippewa*  16,  Flambeau  and 
Spark,  12,  Spitfire  and  Torch,  10,  and  Lynx, 
(tender)  1  long  2^;  in  all  ilb  vessels,  carrying 
400  guns.  Some  immaterial  alteration  was  af- 
terward made  in  this  arrangements 
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On  the  ISth  May,  1S15,  the  United  States' 
squadron,  destined  for  the  Mediterranean,  sailed 
from  ]\ew-York:  It  consisted  of  tlie  frigates 
Guert'iere,  (eom.  Decatur's  flag  ship)  captain 
licwis ;  Macedonian,  captain  Jones ;  Constella- 
tion, captain  Gordon  ;  sloop  of  war  Ontario, 
raptain  Elliot;  hrigs  Epervier,  captain  Downs; 
Fire  Fly,  Rogers;  Flambeau, Nicholson  ;  Spark, 
Gamble;  schooners  Spitfire,  Dallas,  and  Torch, 
Chauncey. 

This  squadron  was  followed  by  that  under 
command  of  Com.  Baiubri(tge,  consisting  of  the 
Independence,  74,  sloop  of  war  Erie,  18,  brig 
'Chippewa,  16,  and  schooner  Lynx. 

The  United  States'  brigs  Boxer,  Saranae,  and 
Enterprize  sailed,  in  August,  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean. The  bi  ig  Fire-Fly  had  sailed  some  time 
previous*for  the  same  destination,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  return  to  repair  damages  sustained  in  a 
gale.  The  Ontario,  and  some  of  the  light  ves- 
sels arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  13th  June,  and 
Commodore  Decatur,  with  the  rest  of  his  squad- 
ron, on  the  14-th ;  and,  on  the  evening  of  that 
day,  all  the  vessels  proceeded  to  their  destina- 
tion. 

The  following  letters  will  explain  some  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American  consul  at  Ali- 
cante, to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated, 

jUicantCy  June  2\st-,  1815; 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  by  a 
letter  this  moment  received  from  my  vice-consul, 
Nicholas  Briale,  at  Carthagena,  I  learn  that  the  first 
division  of  our  squadron,  under  commodore  Decatur, 
had  appeared  off  that  port,  and  sent  in  an  Algerine 
frigate  of  44  guns  and  500  men,  captured  off  C  ape 
dc  Gatt,  after  a  sharp  engagement,  during  which  the 
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commander  of  the  Algerine  was  killed.  Our  loss 
consisted  of  four  men.  The  Commodore  had  sect 
in  a  schooner  for  refreshment,  and  other  necessaries, 

with  which  she  immediately  sailed  for  the  fleet. 

The  prize  must  perform  ten  days  quarantine.  I 
.^hali  set  off  within  two  hours  for  that  place  in  order 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  fleet,  if  necessary, 
and  render  every  other  service  in  my  power — from 
thence  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  addressing  you, 
and  advise  what  further  may  occur. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  &irj 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY. 
To  the  honourable  the  secretary  of  state. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American  consul  at  Cadiz 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated 

Consulate  of  the  United  States^ 
Cadiz,  June  27,  1815. 
Sir — I  have  much  pleasure  in  referring  you  to  the 
subjoined  statement,  for   the   interesting  and  impor« 
tant  information  it  contains,  which  I  doubt  not,  in  a 
great  part  may  be  relied  on.     The  informant  adds^ 
that  about  400  prisoners  had  been  landed  from  the- 
prize  frigate,  and  that  but  few  had  been  saved  from 
the  brigi     The   wind   being  now  from   the   S.    W. 
makes  it  probable  that  the  particulars  of  this  action 
from  the  commodore,  will  not  come  to  hand  for  some 
days. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See 
RICH'D.  S.  HACKLE Y. 
Hon.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  state* 

A  X^ii^r^  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  ao- 
nounced  the  arrival  of  the  American  squadron 
at  Gibraltar,  after  a  passage  of  2.5  days. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  (received  via  ]%rfolk} 
dated. 
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United  States*  ship.  Guerriere^ 
Ojf  Gibraltar,  June  1 5y\8\ 5. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  our  ar- 
rival off  this  place  on  the  I5th,  after  a  passage  of  25 
days,  having  previously  communicated  with  Cadiz 
and  Tangiers.  The  Spitfire,  Torch,  and  Firefly, 
separated  from  the  squadron  during  a  gale  of  wind 
on  the  26th  ult.  and  the  Ontario  on  the  31st. 

I  am  happy  to  find  they  have,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Firefly,  all  arrived  ;  the  latter  vessel  I  fear  may 
have  lost  her  spars,  and  have  returned  to  the  United 
States.  From  all  the  information  I  can  collect,  I  feel 
assured,  that  the  Algerines  have  returned  into  the 
Mediterranean.  The  vessels  that  had  separated  from 
us,  are  now  joining,  and  I  shall  proceed  in  search  of 
the  enemy  forthwith. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c. 
STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

The  commodore  lost  no  time  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Ills  object;  scarcely  arrived  in  the  Mcdi- 
teiTiinean,  he  commenced  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
barbarians,  as  will  be  best  explained  by  his  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  : 
Kxtract  of  a  letter  from  commodore  Stefihen  Deca- 

fury   to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  (received   via 

.Yorfolk,)  dated. 

United  States'  ship  Guerriere, 
Off  Cftrthagena,  June  19,  1815. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  17th 
inst.  off  Cape  de  Gatt,  the  squadron  fell  in  with  and 
captured  an  Algerine  frigate  of  46  f:un,  and  between  4 
and  500  men,  commanded  by  Rais  Hammida,  who 
bore  the  title  of  admiral;  she  struck  her  flag  after  a 
running  fight  of  25  minutes. 

"The  admiral  was  killed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action.  After  the  Guerriere  (who  from  her  fa- 
vourable position  was  enabled  to  bring  the  enemy  t-o 
close  action)  h«id  fired  two  broadsides, the  eiie^y,  with 
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the  exception  of  a  few  musketeers,  ran  below;  The 
Guerriere  had  four  men  wounded  by  musket  shot, 
which  is  the  only  injury  done  by  the  enemy  in  this 
affair. 

''  We  have  406  prisoners  including  the  wounded. 
The  prisoners  state  that  about  thirty  were  killed  and 
thrown  overboard. 

"  Their  squadron  is  said  to  be  cruising  in  our  vi- 
cinity ;  five  days  ago  they  were  off  this  place,  unless 
I  obtain  some  further  intelligence  of  them  by  to- 
morrow, I  shall  proceed  to  the  port  of  Algiers,  in 
the  hopes  to  intercept  their  return.  For  the  present, 
I  have  determined  to  send  the  prize  into  Carthagena." 

On  the  20th  June,  the  commodore  communi- 
cated a  second  victory,  in  a  letter,  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

United  States'  shiji  Guerriere^  off 

Cafie  Pahs,  June  20,  1815. 

Sir — -I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
i9ih  inst.  off  cape  Palos,  the  squadron  under  my  com- 
mand, captured  an  Algerine  brig  of  twenty-two  guns, 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  After  a  chase  of 
three  hours,  she  ran  into  shoal  water,  where  I  did 
not  think  it  advisable  to  follow  with  our  large  ships, 
but  despatched  the  Epervier,  Spark,  Torch^  and  Spit- 
fire, to  whom  she  surrendered  after  a  short  resistance. 
Twenty-three  men  were  fouiid  dead  on  board.  We 
received  from  her  eighty  prisoners,  the  residue  of 
her  crew  having  left  her  in  boats.  Many  of  them 
must  have  been  killed  by  the  fire  of  our  vessels,  and 
one  of  the  boats  was  sunk.  JS^one  of  our  vessels^ 
systained  any  damage,  nor  was  there  a  roan  killed  or 
wounded.  This  brig  is  larger  than  the  Epervier-— 
was  built  in  Algiers,  five  years  ago,  by  a  Spanish  cofi- 
structor,  the  same  who  built  the  frigate  captured  wri- 
the 17th  inst.  and  is  perfectly  sound. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c* 
STEPHEN  DECATUB, 
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CoiiiniOflore  Bainbridge  arrived  at  Cartbagena* 
earlv  in  August,  ^vitli  tbe  second  American  squad- 
ron, wbence  be  proceeded  to  Algiers,  Tripoli, 
and  Tunis,  in  order  to  make  a  display  of  bis 
force,  tbe  respectable  appearance  of  \vbicli  could 
not  fail  to  make  a  deep,  useful,  and  it  may  be 
boped,  a  lasting  impression.  IFaving  performed 
tbis  service,  tbe  commodore  sailed  to  Malaga, 
and  tbence  to  Gibraltar,  ^vbere  be  stopped  some 
time,  and  reciprocated  eoaipliments  >vi(b  tbe 
Britisli  Commander  in  Chief,  tbencc  tbe  squad- 
ron sailed  for  tbe  United  States,  and  arrived  at 
Newport  tbe  loth  Novembci-. 

Commodore  Hainbridge  >vas  joined  Mbile  at 
^lalaga  by  all  Commodore  Decatur's  squadron 
except  bis  own  ship.  It  was  as  gratifying  to  tlie 
American  as  it  was  probably  uiortifying  to  the 
Englisltnjan,  to  see  such  a  fleet,  in  a  British 
port,  and  tliat  so  soon  after  tbe  termination  of  a 
war  which  was  to  have  annihilated  the  *<  Lillipu- 
tian navy.'^ 

On  tiie  arrival  of  tbe  fleet  at  Gibraltar,  an 
understanding  was  bad  between  Commodore 
Bainbridge  and  tbo  Britisb  conimander,  that  a 
salute  of  fifteen  guns  would  be  iircd  from  tbe 
squadron,  and  a  like  number  returned  from  the 
fort.  By  mistake  scYcnteen  guns  were  flred 
from  tbe  Independence,  tbe  commodore  immedi- 
ately despatched  an  officer  to  acquaint  tbe  com- 
mander of  tbe  mistake ;  but  before  tbe  oflicer 
reached  tbe  commandcF,  orders  were  given  to 
fire  two  more  guns,  in  addition  to  tbe  fifteen  al- 
ready fii  ed.  This  circumstance  is  material  only 
as  far  as  it  goe«;  to  prove  tbe  distinguished  re- 
spect shown  to  tlie  American  flag;  a  respect  fop 
the  proud  fruit  of  determined  valour  and  ton- 
summate  prudcncfi. 
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The  situation  in  which  the  American  charac- 
ter was  ahoiit  to  be  placed,  v. as  truly  envious. — 
A  few  months  after  causing  the  greatest  naval 
power  in  Europe  to  haul  down  its  proud  llag, 
the  Americans  were  destined,  by  aid  of  the  ships 
captured  from  England,  to  speak  thunder  l© 
those  piratical  moaai'clis  of  Africa,  to  whom  that 
very  England  was  in  the  habit  of  paying  tribute. 
It  remained  for  America,  infant  America,  th« 
country  of  Washington  and  Franklin,  to  break 
up  a  system  which  was,  it"  possible,  more  dis- 
graceful to  the  civilized  nations  who  submitted 
to  it,  than  to  the  barbarous  states  who  imposed  it. 
But  America,  by  the  use  she  made  of  victory, 
has  gained  for  herself  an  honour,  and  been  rais- 
ed to  a  pinnacle  of  glory,  to  which  no  victory, 
liowever  splendid,  could  have  raised  her.  The 
favourite  maxim  of  the  nation  was  and  is  «  mil- 
lions  for  defence,  hut  not  a  cent  for  trihuteJ' — 
True  to  this  policy,  she  made  it  a  sine  qua  non 
of  peace,  and  this  being  concluded,  the  humbled 
enemy  was  permitted  to  take  back  those  ships, 
which  were  to  remain  for  ever  innocent,  as  res- 
pected the  great  western  nation.  Which  of  the 
Laughty  masters  of  enslaved  Europe  has  ever 
given  such  proof  of  magnanimity  or  of  modera- 
tion in  the  midst  of  victory  so  complete  ? 

Commodore  Decatur  arrived  before  Algiers, 
on  the  29th  June,  and  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  on 
board  the  Guerriere,  with  the  Swedish  flag  at 
the  main.  A  boat  came  ofl*  with  Mr.  Norderling, 
consul  of  Sweden,  and  the  captain  of  the  port, 
to  whom  the  capture  of  the  frigate  and  brig  was 
communicated,  and  to  whom  Commodore  Deca- 
tur and  William  Thaler,  Esq.  acting  as  commis- 
sion(^rs  to  negociate  a  peace,  delivered  a  letter 
for  the  De^,  from  the  President  of  the  United 
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Slates:    and  also  ti  note   from   themselves,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

The  American  Com/riissiQ7iers  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  inform  his 
highness  the  dey  of  Algiers,  that  they  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  A- 
merica  :  commissioners  plenipotentiary  to  treat  of 
peace  with  his  highness,  and  that  pursuant  to  their 
instructions,  they  are  ready  to  open  a  negociation  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony  between  the 
two  countries,  on  terms  just  and  honourable  to  both 
parties  ;  and  tliey  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  state 
explicitly  to  his  highness,  that  they  are  instructed  to 
treat  upon  no  other  principle,  than  that  of  perfect 
equality,  and  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favoured  na- 
tions ;  no  stipulation  for  paying  any  tribute  to  Al- 
giers, under  any  form  whatever,  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  transmit  here- 
with, a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  U.  States, 
and  they  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  assure 
his  highness  of  their  high  consideration  and  profound 
respect. 

The  captain  of  the  port  then  requested  that 
hostilities  should  cease  preceding  the  negotiation, 
and  that  persons  might  be  sent  ashore  to  treat. 
Both  propositions  were  rejected,  the  American 
commissioners  declaring  that  tlie  negotiations 
must  be  carried  on,  on  board  the  fleet,  and  that 
hostilities  as  respected  vessels,  should  not  cease. 
On  the  following  day,  the  Swedish  consul  and 
the  captain  of  the  port  came  on  board  villi  full 
powers  to  negotiate.  The  American  commis- 
sioners produced  the  model  of  a  treaty  which 
they  declared  would  not  be  departed  from  in  sub- 
stance. Every  attempt  on  the  part  of  Algiers, 
to  obtain  a  modification  of  it  pVoVed  fruitless, 
even  the  restoration  of  the  captured  vessels  was 
positively  refused.      Upon  consideration,  ho^v. 
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ever,  the  American  coinmissioiiers  resolved  to 
restore  Ihe  captured  vessels  as  ^favoi%  and  not 
as  matter  of  treaty,  giving  the  Algeriiie  to  un- 
derstand, that  even  this  would  depend  on  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  as  presented.  The  Alge- 
pine  captain  then  proposed  a  truce,  to  deliberate 
on  the  proposed  terms,  the  reply  was  **  not  a 
minute  ;  if  your  squadron  appears  in  siglit  be- 
fore the  treaty  is  actually  signed  by  the  dey,  and 
the  prisoners  sent  off,  ours  would  capture  them  !" 
It  was  finally  agreed  that  hostilities  should  cease 
when  the  Algerine  boat  should  be  perceived 
coming  oifwith  a  white  Hag  hoisted,  the  Swed- 
ish consul  pledging  his  word  of  honor  not  to 
hoist  it  unless  tlse  treaty  was  signed,  and  the 
prisoners  in  the  boat.  The  Swedisli  consul  and 
Algerine  captain  returned  on  shore,  and  although 
the  distance  was  full  five  miles,  they  came  back 
within  three  hours  with  the  treaty  signed,  and 
having  with  them  the  prisoners  wiio  were  to  be 
released  from  captivity  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty. 

By  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  the  dey  has 
agreed  :  That  "  no  tribute,  either  as  biennial 
presents,  or  under  any  form  or  name  whatever, 
sliall  ever  be  required  by  the  dey  and  regency 
of  Algiers,  from  tbe  United  States  of  America." 

That  the  dey  shall  deliver  up  to  the  Ameri- 
can squadron  "  all  the  American  citizens  now 
ill  their  possession,  amounting  to  ten,  more  op 
less." 

*<  A  just  and  full  compensation  shall  be  made 
by  the  dey  of  Algiers,  to  such  citizens  of  the 
United  States  as  have  been  captured  and  detain- 
ed by  Algerine  cruizers,  or  who  have  been 
forced  to  abandon  their  property  in  Algiers,  in 
violation  of  the  twenty-second    article  of   the 
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treaty  of  peace  and  amity,  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  the  dey  of  Algiers,  on 
the  5th  of  September,  1795." 

*'  And  it  is  agreed  between  the  contracting 
parties,  that  in  lieu  of  the  above,  the  dey  of 
Algiers  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  forthwith  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  American  consul,  residing  at 
Algiers,  the  whole  of  a  quantity  of  bales  of  cot- 
ton, left  by  the  late  consul  general  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  public  magazines  in  Algiers,  and 
that  he  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said  con- 
sul the  sum  often  thousand  Spanish  dollars." 

*<That  no  citizen  or  subject  of  cither  party,  op 
their  property  if  found  on  board  the  vessel  of 
any  power  with  which  either  may  be  hereafter 
at  war,  shall  be  detained  or  conii seated  ;  and, 
on  no  pretence,  shall  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  be  hereafter  kept  in  a  state  of  slavery  by 
the  dey."' 

<^  Vessels  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
putting  into  the  ports  of  the  other,  and  having 
need  of  provisions  or  other  supplies,  shall  be 
furnished  at  the  market  price — and  if  any  such 
vessel  should  so  put  in  from  a  distance  at  sea, 
and  have  occasion  to  repair,  she  shall  be  at  li^ 
berty  to  land,  and  re-embark  her  cargo,  with- 
out paying  any  customs  or  duties  whatever,  but 
in  DO  case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  hep 
cargo." 

"  That  should  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  be  cast  on  shore  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  other,  all  proper  assistance  should 
be  given  to  the  crew — no  'pillage  shall  he  alloiv- 

<♦  The  consul  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica shall  not  bo  responsible  for  the  debts 
^iontracted  by  citizens  of  his  own  nation,  unless 


he  previously  gives   written   obligations   so  to 
do.'' 

<•'  That  if  any  chrisiiaii  slav«^  should  make 
their  esi^ape,  and  go  on  board  any  ship  of  war  of 
the  United  States  that  may  be  before  the  city 
of  Algiers,  iheij  shall  not  he  required  back  agaith 
nor  shall  any  payment  be  required  for  the  said 
christians." 

<•  That  as  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  has  in  itself  no  character  of 
enmity  against  the  laws,  religion,  Or  tranquillity 
of  any  nation,  and  as  the  said  states  have  never 
entered  into  any  voUmtary  war  or  act  of  hostili- 
ty, except  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  on  the 
high  seas,  it  is  declared  by  the  contracting  par- 
ties, that'no  pretext  arising  from  religious  opi- 
nions shall  ever  produce  an  inten^uption  of  the 
harmony  existing  between  tlie  two  nations  ;  and 
the  consuls  and  agents  of  both  nations  shall  have 
libt^rty  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  their  respective 
religions  in  their  own  houses." 

<•  The  consuls  respectively  shall  have  liberty 
and  personal  security  given  them  to  travel  with- 
in the  territories  of  each  other,  both  by  land 
and  sea,  and  shall  not  be  prevented  from  going 
on  board  any  vessels  they  may  think  proper  to 
vlsU  :  they  shall  likewise  have  the  liberty  to  ap* 
point  their  own  drogoman  and  broker." 

"  In  case  of  any  dlspufe  arising  from  the  vio- 
!ati:^n  of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  no  ap- 
peal shai!  1)0  mad'?  to  amis,  nor  shall  war  be  de- 
clared on  any  pretext  whatever  :  but  if  the  con- 
sul residin,:.^  <\t  tire  place  where  the  dispute  shall 
har.'i«»n,  shall  not  be  able  to  settle  the  same,  the 
gov 'inment  of  that  country  shall  state  theii' 
gri  :v;;  iCe  in  writing,  and  transmit  the  same  to 
the  govtjrnment  of  the  other,  and  the  period  of 
c  Q 


326  Al-PEXDIX. 

three  THontlis  shall  be  ullowttl  for  answers  to  be 
rctiuneth  during  which  time  no  hostility  shall  he 
permillcd  by  either  party  ;  and  in  Ciise  the 
grievances  arc  not  redressed,  and  a  war  should 
})c  the  event,  the  consuls  and  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  both  parlies  respectively,  shall  be  per- 
iTiitled  to  embai'k  with  their  eftVcts  unmolested, 
on  board  of  what  vessel  or  vessels  they  shall 
think  proper,  reasonable  time  being  allowed  for 
that  purpose." 

<<  If  in  the  course  of  events,  a  war  should 
break  out  between  the  two  nations,  the  jirisoners 
captured  by  cither  party  shall  not  be  made 
slaves,  they  shall  not  be  forced  to  hard  la!)our, 
or  other  confinement  than  such  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  secure  their  safe  keeping;,' and  shall 
be  exchanged  rank  for  rank  ;  and  it  is  agreed 
that  prisoners  shall  be  cxcharged  in  twelve 
months  after  their  capture,  and  tlie  exchange 
D»ay  be  eifec  ted  by  any  private  individual,  legally 
authorised  by  eitSfcr  of  liie  parties.'' 

*^  If  any  of  the  Bar*bary  stales  or  other  powers 
at  war  with  the  United  States,  shrJI  capture 
any  American  vessel,  and  send  her  into  any  port 
of  the  regency  of  Algiers,  they  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  her,  but  shall  be  forced  to  depart 
the  port,  on  procuring  the  requisite  supT)lies  of 
provisions;  but  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  fnited 
States,  with  any  prizes  they  may  capture  from 
their  enemies  shall  have  liberty  to  IVequent  the 
ports  of  Algiers,  for  refreshments  of  any  kind, 
and  to  sell  such  prizes,  in  the  said  ports,  without 
any  other  customs  or  duties,  tl.an  such  as  arc 
customary  on  ordinary  commercial  importa- 
tions." 

<*  If  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  persons  under  tlieir  protection,  shall  have 
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ajiy  disputes  with  each  other,  the  consul  sliall 
decide  belween  thepaities;  and  whenever  the 
consul  shall  require  any  aid  oi*  assistance  from 
the  j^oveinment  or  Alj^iei's,  td  enforce  his  deci- 
sioas,  it  sliiili  be  inunediatcly  granted  to  him  | 
and  if  any  disputes  shall  arise  between  any  citi- 
zens of  tlie  United  States  and  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  any  otlier  nation  iiaviag  a  consul  or 
agent  in  AlLj».ei'«,  such  disputes  shall  be  settled  by 
tho  consuls  or  agents  of  the  respective  nation ; 
and  any  disputes  or  suits  at  law,  that  may  tako 
plaee  between  any  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  the  subjects  of  the  regency  of  Algiers,  shall 
be  deeidcd  by  the  dey  in  person,  and  no  other.'* 

••  If  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  should  kill, 
^voiind,  or  strike  a  subject  of  Algiers,  or,  on  the 
contrary,  a  subject  of  Aii^ierS  should  kill,  wound, 
or  strike  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  law 
of  the  country  shall  take  place,  and  equal  jus- 
tice shall  be  rendered,  the  consul  assisting  at  ttie 
trial ;  but  the  sentence  of  punishment  against  an 
Amei'ican  citizen  shall  not  be  greater  or  more 
severe,  than  it  would  be  against  a  Turk  in  the 
same  pre-dicament;  and  if  any  delinquent  should 
make  his  escape,  the  consul  shall  not  be  respon- 
sible for  him  in  any  manner  whatever." 

*•  The  consul  of  the  United  States  of  ^\me- 
Tica  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  customs  or 
duties  whatever  on  any  thing  he  imports  from  a 
foreign  country  for  the  use  of  his  house  and 
family." 

<*  Should  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  die  within  the  limits  of  the 
regency  of  Algiers,  the  dey  and  his  subjects  shall 
not  interfere  with  the  property  of  the  deceased, 
but  it  shall  be  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  consul,  unless  otherwise  disposed  of  by  will." 
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Tlie  historian  Las  an  unpleasant  task,  in  fee- 
ing coinpeUed  to  close  the  detail  of  such  glorious 
exploits,  by  lecoanting  a  misforliine  \vbich, 
M'hile  it  takes  nothing  ft-om  the  lustre  of  our 
arms,  sinks  grief  deep  into  the  heart  of  the 
citizen. 

The  United  States  armed  in  defence  of  their 
imlional  rights,  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 
From  the  deck  of  his  floating  hatt(<ry,  Decatur 
demanded  the  release  of  his  fellow  citizens  held 
in  bondage  :  the  African  tyi'^nt  trembled,  the 
citizen's  chains  fell  from  his  limbs,  and  he  was 
freed — but,  alas !  the  exultation  was  momentary. 

The  United  States*  brig  of  war  Epervier  was 
despatched  to  the  United  ^Uates  to  announce  the 
glad  tidings,  but  she  did  not  reach  her  destina- 
tion. She  sailed  on  the  10th  July,  was  seen  on 
the  8th  August  in  lat.  39,  4,  N.  long.  61,  18,  W. 
under  double  reefed  topsails  ;  the  next  day  there 
was  a  \'ery  heavy  blow,  and  she  probably  foun- 
dered during  the  gale  ;  if  not  then,  she  must 
have  been  lost  by  some  subsequent  mishap,  as 
from  the  length  of  time  since  she  was  seen,  no 
hope  remains  of  her  safety  ;  and  not  one  sur- 
vived to  tell  the  mournful  event.  On  board  her 
■were  Lt.  cosn.  Shubrick  ;  lieut.  Barn^^ell ;  lieut. 
Drury  ;  sailing  master  Wright ;  midshipmen 
Coulter,  and  Hunter,  and  several  others.  Pas- 
sengers, capt.  Lewis  ;  lieuts.  Neal  and  Yarnell. 
The  Americans  released  at  Algiers  were  also  on 
boftrd. 


THE   END. 
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Accomack  (Va.)  miliiia,  bravery  of,  224. 

yVct  declaring  "vvar,  19  ;  vote  of  Congress,  17. 

Adams  frigate,  destruction  of,  249. 

Adams  and  Caledonia  (brigs)  retaken  from  the  en- 
emy, 58. 

Alert,  British  sloop  of  war,  taken  by  the  Essex,  46. 

Alexandria,  plunder  of,  231  ;  bold  attempt  by  com- 
modore Rodgers,  captains  Perry  and  Porter,  to 
prevent  the  return  of  the  enemy,  ib. 

\lgerine  declaration  of  war,  305. 

AlgeriiiCs,  proceedings  against,  by  the  United  States,, 
ste  Appendix.  ; 

Alien,  captain,  bravery  of,  242. 

Appendix,  olS. 

Argus,  U.  S.  brig,  capture  of,   148. 

Armistice  on  the  northern  frontier,  41  ;    termination 

of,  42. 
Army,  state  of  the,  21. 
Arrest  of  a  supposed  spy,  31. 
Asp,  U.  S.  schooner,  brave  defence  of,  \77. 
Baltimore,  approach  to,  and  attack  on,  232.     • 
Barbarity  of  the  enemy,  102,  184. 
Barney,  commodore,  encounters  of,  with  the  enemy, 

225,  226  ;  destruction  of  his  flotilla,  228. 
Barratarians,  capture  and  dispersion  of,  293. 
Beaver  dams,  engagement  at,  101.        ' 
Belfast  entered  by  the  enemy,  250. 
Blackrock  visited  by  the  enemy,  104. 
Blue  lights,  193. 

Boxer,  Britisi.  brig,  taken  by  the  Enterprizc,  149. 
Burrows  and  Blythe,  captains,  funeral  honours  to,  152, 
Bridgewater,  battle  of,  255. 
Belview  fort ;  see  fort  Belview. 
Boyd,  general,  succeeds  general  Dearborn,  1 0  7. 
c  c  2 
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Brilibh  subjects,  order  respecting,  26. 
Brownstown,  battle  at,  40. 
Castine  taken  by  the  eneiiiy,  249. 
Cedar-point,  landing  of  enemy  at,  225. 
Champlain,  arrival  of  grand  British  army   at,  2;6r; 
arrival  of  before  Plattsburgli,   268  ;  engagement 
■with  the  American  army,  271 ;  retreat  of  the  ene- 
my, 272. 
Champlain  lake,  engagement  on,  269. 
Chandler  and  Winder,  generals,  capture  of,  96. 
Chapin,  captain,  escape  of,    103  ;  skirmish  with  th^ 
enemy,   108  ;    expedition   of,  against  the  enemy^ 
109  ;  affair  near  fort  George,  156. 
Chaptico,  affair  at,  237. 
Chateaugay,  battle  at,  137. 
Chauncey,  commodore,  cruises  and  transactions  of,  on 

lake  Ontario,  71,  83,  1 10  to  115. 
Chesapeake  frigate,  restoration  of  the  seamen  of,  by 
the  enemy,  26  ;  arrival  of,  from  a  cruise,  79  ;  cap- 
ture of,  90  ;  extract  from  a  French  paper  respect- 
ing, 94  ;  treatment  of  the  crew  of,  96. 
Chesapeake  bay,  transactions  in  the,  182. 
Chicago,  attack  on,  and  massacre  at,  66. 
Chippewa>  sivirmishing  near,  251  ;  battle  at,  252. 
Citizens  of  the  U.  States  ordered  to  quit  Canada,  45. 
Comn^issioners  to  negotiate  a  peece,  appointment  ofl, 

300  ;   by  the  British  government,  301. 
Congress,  proceedings  of,  16,194. 
Congress,  frigate,  arrival  of,  from  a  cruise,  193. 
Constitution,  frigate,  28  ;  engagement  of,  with  the 

Java,  72. 
Cranberry  creek,  affair  at,  108. 
Crogan,  mdjor  George,  defence  of  Lower  Sandusky? 

by,  1-29. 
Cumberland  Island,  landing  of  the  enemy  at,  294. 
€uyler,  major,  death  of,  59. 

Cyane  and  Levant,  British  sloops,  capture  of,  2^SV 
Dart,  British  armed  sloop,  capture  of,  191, 
i!)anmoor  prison,  massacre  at,  302* 


Dearborn,  t^-cueral,  retires  from  the  army,  107. 

Dearborn,  fort,  massacre  at,  see  Chicago. 

Decatur,  commodore,  fleet  under  command  of,  sails 
from  New-York,  185;  chased  into  IS'ew-London, 
186. 

Declaration  of  war  by  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  106. 

Detention  of  prisoners  of  war,  by  the  enemy,  under 
pretext  that  they  were  British  subjects,  reprisals, 
212,  2io  ;  proceedings  of  Congress  thereon,  213. 

Detroit,  surrender  'jf,  38. 

Dominico,  British  schooner,  capture  of  by  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Decatur,  147. 

Duel,  56. 

Hagle,  Brhish  tender,  capture  of  the,  190. 

Eastport,  taken  by  the  enemy,  244. 

Eldridge,  lieutenant,  and  several  of  his  men  killed 
by  the  Indians,  105. 

Epervier,  British  brig,  taken  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Peacock,  273  ;  loss  of  the,  328. 

Erie,  British  fort,  taken  by  the  Americans,  86,  250  ; 
attem.pt  of  the  enemy  to  storm,  258  ;  batteries  of 
the  enemy  stormed,  by  order  of  general  Brown, 
261  ;  evacuated,  267. 

Essex  frigate,  cruise  of,  46,  276. 

Extracts  from  public  prints,  20,  25. 

Federal  Gc*,zette,  destruction  of  the  office  of  the,  at 
Baltimore,  25. 

Flotilla,  for  the  protection  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  223, 

Fort  Belvicw,  desperate  attack  on,  67, 

Fort  Bowyer,  attack  of,  281,  29«. 

Fort  Erie,  see  Erie. 

Fort  George,  taken  by  the  Americans,  84,  85  ;  at- 
tack on  pickets  at,  106,  109. 

Fort  Schlosser,  entered  by  the  enemy,  106. 

Fort  Philip,  defence  of,  288. 

Fort  Warburton,  evacuation  and  destruction  of,  231, 

Forty-mile-creek,  transactions  at,  99. 

Eoster,  Mr.  (British  i^iinister)  departure  of,  27. 
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Franklin  boat,  brave  defence  of,  239. 

Frederick  and  Georgetown,  (Md.)  burned,  170. 

French-mills,  affair  at,  59. 

Frenchtown  (Raisin)  massacre  of  prisoners  at,  69. 

FrenchtowD  (Elk  river)  burned,  169. 

Frolic,  British  sloop,  taken  by  the  Wasp,  61  ;  both 
sloops  taken  by  the  Poictiers,  62. 

Frolic,  U.  S.  sloop,  taken  by  the  enemy,  274. 

Gaines,  general,  assumes  the  command  at  Erie,  259. 

Gardner's  Island,  affair  at,  188. 

Gennesee  river,  captures  on,  61. 

George's  Island,  landing  of  the  enemy  thereon,  183. 

Georgia  legislature,  proceedings  of,  197. 

Geor^;eto\vn  burned  by  the  enemy,  170. 

Ghent,  negociations  at,  301. 

Growler  and  Eagle,  U.  S.  sloops,  taken  by  the  enemy 
on  Lake  Champlain,  133. 

Growler  and  Julia,  U.  S.  vessels,  captured  by  the 
enemy  on  Lake  Ontario,  112. 

Guerriere,  British  frigate,  capture  of,  42. 

Gun-boat  No.  121,  taken  by  the  enemy,  180. 

Gun-boats  near  New-Orleans,  taken  by  the  enemy^ 
282. 

Gun-boats,  attacks  by,  on  the  enemy  near  Sandy- 
Hook  and  New-London,  241. 

Hamilton  and  Scourge,  U.  S.  schooners,  foundered 
on  Lake  Ontario,  1 1 1. 

Hampton,  barbarous  proceedings  of  the  enemy  at,  1 73. 

Hardy,  British  commodore,  blockades  the  coast  of 
New-England,  240. 

Harrison,  Wm.  Henry,  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  North  Western  army,  66  ;  takes  Fort  Maiden, 
123;  pursues  the  enemy,  124;  overtakes  and  de- 
feats him  at  the  Moravian  towns,  125  ;  discharges 
the  militia,  129  ;  arrives  v.ith  his  array  at  Black* 
rock,  129. 

Harrison  fort,  attack  of,  67. 

Havre-de-grace,  transactions  of  the  enemy  atj  169> 

Historical  retrospect,  ? 


index: 


Hornet,  U.  S:  sloop,  blockades  the  Bonne  Citoycnne 
in  the   harbour  of  St.  Salvador,  75  ;  engages  and 
captures    the    British   brig   of  war    Peacock,  ih ; 
challenges  captain   Greene  of  the   Bonce  Citoy- 
enne,  79, 
Hull,    general,    appointed   to    command  the   North 
Western  army,  33  ;  seizure  of  his   baggage  and 
hospital  stores,  34  ;  invades  Canada,  ib  ;  his  proc- 
lamation, id  /  ti-ansactions  in  Canada,  37  ;  evacua« 
tion  of  Canada,  ib  ;  effect  on  the  public  mind,  65  ; 
his  trial,  215. 
Imprisonment  of   American   citizens   taken   under 
arms,  on  the  pica  of  their  being  British  subjects, 
212;  retaliation,  f6  ;  report  on  the  subject  made 
to  Congress,  by  the  secretary  of  state,  213. 
Indians,  aS"orth   Western,   expeditions  against,  67  5 
sue  for  peace,   124,-  inquiry  by  Congress  respect- 
ing,   194;    southern,  hostility   of,    195;  engage- 
ments with,  195,  19«,  198,  199,  to  201;  peace  with, 
211. 
Intercourse,   criminal,  with  the  enemy,  181. 
Izard,  general,  march  of,  from  Plattsburgh  to  New- 
York,  266. 
Jackson,  general,  commands  the  forces  sent  against 

the  southern  Indians,   198. 
Kent  Island,  in  the  Chesapeake,  taken  possession  of 

by  the  enemy,  182. 
La  Cole,  engagement  at,  2 1 8. 

Lawrence,  captain,  blockades  the  Bonne  Citoyenne^ 
75  ;  captures  the  brig  of  war  Peacock,  ib,   death 
of,  91  ;  honours  to  his  memory,  93,  94. 
Lewis,   commodore,  drives  the  enemy  from  Long- 
Island  Sound,  189  ;  engages  the  enemy,  241. 
Lewistown,  requisition  on,  1 68;  bombardment  of,  169. 
Little  York,  in  Canada,  taken  by  the  Americans,  83. 
Long  point,  expedition  to,  223. 
Lower  Marlborough,  burning  of  property  at,  226. 
BrClure,,  address  of,  to  the   patriots  of  the  western 
district,  155;  operations  of,  155,  157.  158;  justl-- 
fies  his  conduct.    164. 
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M'Kcon,  captain,  brave  conduct  of,  165. 

M'Donough,  commodore,  defeats  the  enemy  on 
Lake  Champiain,  269. 

Macedonian,  British  frigate,  capture  of,  63. 

Maguago,  battle  of,  41 . 

IV'Iassasquoi  bay,  affair  at,  146. 

Meigs,  fort,  attack  of,  80. 

iVIichilimackinac,  taken  by  the  enemy,  28  ;  expedi- 
tion against,  263  ;  barbarous  conduct  of  the  ene- 
my to  prisoners,  265. 

Mims,  fort,  massacre  of  the  garrison  of,  196. 

Mix,  Mr.  attempt  of,  to  destroy  the  Plantagenet  by 
a  torpedo,  178. 

Mobile,  taken  by  general  Wilkinson,  295. 

Moravian  towns,  baltle  at  the,  125. 

Mount  Desart,  affair  at,  243. 

Nautilus,  U.  S.  schooner,  taken  by  the  enemy,  27. 

Niwy,  list  of,  21,  306. 

Negroes,  seizure  of,  184. 

New-Orleans,  approach  of  the  enemy  to,  and  battle 
near,  282. 

New-York,  meeting  in  the  park  of,  247  ;  voluntary 
work  on  the  fortification  of,  248. 

Niagara,  fort,  cannonade  of,  54  ;  frontier  ravaged  by. 
the  enemy,  159;  defence  of  by  captain  M'Keon, 
165  ;    taken  by  the  enemy,  159. 

Norfolk,  attack  of,  170  ;  affair  near,  185. 

Nortli  Carolina,  invasion  of.  178. 

O'Boyle,  James,  offers  a  reward  for  the  head  or  ears 
of  Admiral  Cockburn,  176. 

Odeltown,  engagement  at,  218. 

Ogdensburg,  bombardment  of,  60. 

O'Neil,  conduct  of,  at  Havre-dc-Grace,  17C. 

Oswego,  fort,  attack  of,  219. 

Otter-creek,  defence  of,  223. 

Owl-head-narrows,  affair  at,  186. 

Pagan  creek,  the  enemy  repulsed  at,   176. 

Paris  taken,  216  ;  effect  on  the  war,  216.  2S9. 

Penny,  Joshua,  taken  by  the  enemy,  189. 


Pcnsacola  entered  by  the  American  army,  296. 

Perry,  commodore,  defeats  and  captures  the  enemy 
on  lake  Erie,  117  ;  statement  of  the  force  of  the 
American  and  British  fleets,  1  19  ;  laconic  letter 
121  ;  co-operates  with  general  Harrison,  123. 

Pettipaug,  capture  of,  by  the  enemy,  240. 

Pike,  general,  death  of,  83. 

Placard,    145. 

Piatts'^jurg  entered  by  the  enemy,  133;  battle  at, 
271. 

Point  Petre,  carried  by  storm,  294. 

Preface,  S. 

Preparation  for  war,  29. 

President's  message,  14. 

.President  frigate,  captured  by  the  enemy,  297. 

Prevost,  general,  proclamation  by,  45. 

Prizes,  number  of,  captured  durmg  the  war,  308. 

Pultneyville,  enemy  at,  2' 2. 

QueenstoM'n.  (Chesapeake  bay,)  entered  by  the  en- 
■  emy,   183. 

Queenston,  battle  of,  46  to  51. 

Recruiting  commenced,  30. 

Reindeer,  British  brig,  taken  by  the  Wasp,  274. 

Rodgers,  conmiodore,  cruise  of,  22,  74,  153. 

Russian  mediation,  300. 

Sacket's  Harbour,  attack  of,  43,  88. 

Sand  hills,  affair  at,  183. 

Sandy  creek,  uifair  at,  221. 

Saybrook,  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land  at,  188. 

Scituate,  enemy  at,  243. 

Scudder's,  Mr.  attempt  to  destroy  the  Ramilies,  187. 

Smyth,  general,  proclamation  of,  52  ;  preparation 
for  a  descent  on  Canada,  55,  abandons  the  design, 
id.  his  motives,  ib.  statement  by  general  Porter, 
56;  duel  ib.  reply  of  general  Smyth  to  general 
Porter's  statement,  57, 

Squam,  enemy  at,  244. 

Stoney  creek,  battle  of,  96  ;  retreat  of  the  American 
army,  98. 

St.  Lawrence,  successful  cruise  on,  107. 
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St.  Lawrence,  a  British  ship  of  90  guns,  on  lake  On- 
tario, 266. 

St.  Inigoes,  landing  of  the  enemy  at,  238. 

St.  Michael's  (Chesapeake  Bay)  attack  on,  182. 

St.  Mary's,  capitulation  of,  294. 

St.  MHry*s  river,  transactions  on,  297. 

Stonington,  the  enemy's  da&h  at,  244. 

Suspension  of  hostilities,  41. 

Syren,  U.  S.  brig,  capture  of,  by  the  enemy,  299. 

Tecumseh,  death  of,  128. 

Tennessee  legislature,  resolution  of,  197 

Treat,  captain,  dismissal  from  the  army,  251  ;  trial 
and  acquittal  of,  252. 

Treaty  of  peace  ratified,  302. 

United  States  and  Macedonian,  frigates,  and  Hornet, 
sail  from  jS"ew-York,  186  ;  chased  into  JN'ew-Lon- 
don,  ib. 

Van  Rensselaer  enters  Canada,  46/  takes  a  redoubt 
on  the  heights  of  Queenston,  48  ;  defeat  and 
surrender  of  the  American  army,  50,-  treatment 
of  prisoners,  51  ;  resignation  of  the  general,  ib  ; 
report  of  colonel  Mullany,  note,  40. 

Vc^-niont,  governor  of,  calls  home  the  militia  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  192. 

Viper,  United  States*  brig,  taken  by  the  enemy,  75. 

Vixen,  U.  S.  brig,  taken  by  the  enemy,  65. 

War  declared  by  proclamation,   19. 

Warren,  admiral  arrival  of,  at  Halifax,  167  ,•  ofT  N. 
York,  ib.  blockades  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  Dela- 
ware, 168  ;  blockades  Long-Island  sound,  192. 

Washington  city,  approach  to,  and  capture  of,  by 
the  enemy,  227,  to  231. 

Wetherford,  speech  of,  21  i.  .  * 

Wilkinson  general,  proceeds  toward  Montreal,  135  ; 
abandons  the  design,  and  goes  into  winter  quar- 
ter^  144. 

Williamsburgh,  battle  of  141,  145. 

Williams,  Mrs.  braveiy  of,  135. 

Winchester,  general,  defeat  of,,  at  Frcnchtown,  68  ; 
massacre  of  his  men,  69. 
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